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coriipledt this 0)ileSkion ofLet- 
tersj an E^iftlc Dedicatory was! 
necefTary : and could I proimfe 
my lelr to have facceeded fo 
well in theChdceof my Authors,^ 
. as in that of a Patron, I might confidently die-* 
f^pend upon the Af^robadoa of the Publick. 
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« 
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An 



Yet 



\ 



kfifile Dedicatory. 

Yet, my Lord, I would notbeunderftood, 
as if this Addrefs was meerly for Cuftom-fake : 
A more forcible, and, I hope, more joftifia- 
ble motive has prompted me to it : All Eng-^ 
Z*;^^ acknowledges you to be the chief Prote- 
ftor, as you are the greateft 6rnament of the 
Common-Wealth of Learning; and therefore 
^tis no woiider, if all that write, prefstopay 
their dutiful Refpefls to your Lordfliip, with 
as much Eagernefs as Soldiers drive to fight ia 
-view of their General, 

I confefs an Authors endeavouring to taake 
himfelf known to your LordJfhip,argues a great 
deal of Prefumption : for what Performance 
can ftand theTeftofyour difccrning Judgment? 
Being confcious of this, and, at the fame time, 
of the unworthinefs of any thing of my own^ 
I have ventured to wait upon your Lordfhip 
with Bentivoglhy Guevara^ . Arifi^netus^ ¥on^ 
UnelUy and fome other great Men, who come 
to entertain you in Englijb ; as Interpreters 
make bold to approadi a King under the 
Umbrage of thofe foreign Ambafladors whom 
they attend in a Publick Audience. 

And now I have advanced fo near your 
Perfon , the World will certainly expeO: \ 
fliouldattemptyour LordDhip'sPifhire jbut I 
am not fo ralh as to undertake a Task which 
requires the boldeft and fteddieft hand, the 
moft happy Fancy, and moft folid Judgment • 

How« 



1 

E0te Dedi<:atory. . 

However as the Beginners in* the Artofder 
(^ning are allowM to make Rough- draught? 
after the beft Originals, fo I hope I may be fuf* 
fer'd to Copy this fingle ftroke in your Lord- 
fhip'^s Charafter, \ 

The hardeft Part for a Politician to ajEl ia' 
the Rnglifh Conftitution, is that of Moderator 
between Kj^g and People, and this you have 
difchargM to the entire fatisfaclion of bpth. 
Your Eloquence in the Senate, has been no lefs 
admirM than yourWifdom in the Cabinet- 
Council ; for never did any Man before your 
Lordihip manage fo well the Intereft of his 
Prince, and that of his Country, as to be at once 
a good Courtier 3nd a good Patriot. This Pre- 
rogative as it is peculiar to your Lorddiip, fo 
it has merited the unanimous Applaufe of the 
Peopk^s Reprefentatives ; and both by their 
Recommendation, and his own generous In- 
clination, gainM yoii the Favour and Rewards 
of the wifeft of Monarchs. 

Yet,as the Sun,when it fhiqes moft bright, 
is moft apt to raife Vapours from the Earth , 
which condenfing into Clouds, break out at 
laft in Thunder, and refolye ipto ftormy 
Rains, fo it had been a Miracle, not to be 
expected inthefe unhappy tinaes, if fpconfpi- 
cuous a Merit, as yours, had not excited the 
Malice of the Envious ; buf tljen again as 
thofe Meteors can never reach the elevated 

• A J Planet, 



'EpiJIk DeMc4tarj/i^ 

Plaoet, ^whidh they owe their mifehievous, 
|>ut fk)rt4iy*d Being, fo the finifter Arts of 
your Enemies have not been able to obicure 
your Fame, no, not fo much as to trpuble 
ibur Tranquillity. Arm'd withChriftiaja Phi^ 
fbfophy, and the Confcioufbefs of a Truft 
honourably difchargM , you have fuftainM the 
Attacks of furious Libellers: and, when by 
their untoward Suggeftipns brought under an 
Accufation, preferred the Publick Good, and 
the Difpatch of National AflBiirs, to your 
own private Jufl:ificatio(i» This Sacrifice is 
certainly the greateft that a Mao can ofier tq 
his Country : Vulgar Souls , tho guiltlefs , 
are prefehtly difcompos'd by an Impeachment,^ 
whereas a Noble Spirit can wait his Tryal un- 
poncern'd, while he knows himfelf acquitted 
before the Tribunal of his own Cbnfciebce. 

Nothing Ihews more the impotent Malice 
pf your Lordfhip's Enemies, than their turn- 
ing that upon you as a Fault, which has 
ever been eftcemM the diftinguifhing Virtue 
of great Men ; and which has tranfmitted 
^hc' Names oiScipioj LdliuSy MdcenMS , and 
Kichelieu to the? Admin^tion of After-ages : J 
mes^n, yqur Love for the Mufes, and the kind 
Protection you afford Men of Letters. Sound 
Politicians iever found it their Advantage to 
advance and countenance Knowledge and the 
Libeml Sciences ; whereas 'tis only the Inte- 

• ^ reft 



reft of Stat&pjugplers to introduce Ignorance 
and Barbarily, ^r the better Conveyance of 
their Legeraemain. 

I hufflbly beg your Lordihip favourably to 
accept of this Addreis, which flows from a 
Hearty delireof Bxpre^gmy felf, 

« 

Mn Lordy ^ ' 

Tour Lardfbifs 
Mo ft humble dnd 
( mofi fnithful Servant 
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BeHtivqgljps Letters. i 

LETTER L 

To my Lady .Catherine Livia, Countefs of 
Firftemberg, at Bruffels. Conuining ^ 
fleafmt Account of a Journey thro^ Ger- 
many. 

WHAT! Not rail at Germany \ 
How can one forbear ? Exrteam 
bad Roads ; Endle^ Leagues ; 
Going upwards and downwards 
continually ; Croffing i thoufand Rivers amidft 
a thouland Dangers ; Snow up to the SLnees ; 
Winds that cut a Marfs Throaty and after all 
thiSj fliall I not rail at Germany i Nafty, filthy 
Inns J Sluttifh Hofteflfes, with whom one would 
not lo much as (hake Hands ; Stinking Stoves ; 
ftumm*d, tulcioiK Wines ; HIgh-feafon'd Meats, 
and muft I not fpeak ill of Germany ? To 
Lodge fometimes among the Cahmfis^ Ibme- 
times amongft the Lutherans ; not to be (ufFer*d 
either to fay Mais, or hear it on the greapeft 
Feftivals; to travel a thouland Days without 
feeing a remarkable Place, and (hall I not 
f^rsLil againft Germany i However, Believe not^ 
illuftrious Madam, believe not too eafily wliac 
I write: The Truth is, I have difguis'd the Truth 
almoft in every Thing I have Written. Ai! 
I faid was but in Jelt ; for mcthought I Itill 
bore a Part iri our Converfttions at BruJJils^ and 
fo I aded the Courtier, whereas it now be- 
comes me to fpeak as a faithful Traveller. 
I therefore unfay what I have faid before: 
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I found an ea(y Road and Leagues of a to- 
lerable Length ; I went over the Bhine and 
the Danube wirhout Danger ; I met with very 
good, commodious Inns; Comely and kind- 
natur'd Hoftefles, who acicording to the cuftom 
of the Country, would have lat down at Ta- 
ble with me ; Warm neat Stoves ; Excellent 
Rbenifh and Neckar Wines; Cahinifis and Lu- 
tberansy whoie Cahin and Luther are no other 
than Good Eating and Drinking: Thele are 
all the great Inconveniencies I have hitherto fiif- 
fer'd in Germany^ and which I am like to dif- 
fer ftill till my Arrival in Italy. , I am at pre- 
ient at Amhourgy and fb far^ thank God , I 
have had a fa^ Journey. I croft the t^nt at 
Spres^ a City more Famous than Beautiful. 
Afterwards I went over the DantJk at. XJlms^ 
a very agreeable City^ and which, I confefs, 
I was mightily pleas'd with. But as for Aus- 
bourg, there is ibme thing truly Noble and 
Magnificent : And for my own part, I believe 
there*s not in all Germany a finer City, Here 
I will ftay to morrow, and afterwards pro- 
ceed on my Journey towards InJ^ruck j where 
being arriv'd I (hall continue to give your 
Ladifhip an Account of my Travels^ as in 
Duty bound. In the mean time I pray Al- 
mighty God to Blefs you with continued Prol^ 
perity, and remain with fmcere Affeftion, &c. 



Ausburg, January^ 
the iich. i6i€. 
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L E T T E R 11. 

To Signior Anthony Querengo, at Modena. 

I have thought all along chat you would not 
go to Rtme this Winter: and now 'tis ve- 
rified ; fince the very firft Snow that covered 
Mount Afitmine has bindred you to take that 
Journey. How heartily you made me Laugh 
with thofe thouiand Years which you expeA 
before the Cardinal returns to Rome ! To tell 
the Truth, no News was ever fo often con- 
tradifted as his Departure. Sometimes, 'tis laid, 
his Eminence goes^ fometimes he does not. 
However he will certainly go at laft: For thofe 
Honours which call him back to the Roman 
Court, and which you fo well defcribe in 
your Sonnet, are too powerful Incentives to 
iuffer him to ftay. In the mean time^ Books^ 
as you (ay^wiil divert thofe Melancholy Thoughts 
which thefe new intervals of Time (hall oc-. 
cafion in you. But, my dear Querengo^ ho^y 
great and tedious is our Separation? How 
many Mountains^ Plains, and Yisars lie be- 
twixt us ? And what would become of us, 
if our Pens bad no Tongues, and our Thought^ 
no Wings to converfe together, even at this 
Diftance? I have felt an incredible Pleadire 
in the Reading of thofe fine Verfes with which 
you have honoured me. The ftile feems to 
me an imitation of Cafa^ fo numerous are your 
Words , and fo grave and majeftick your 
Thoughts. But befide^ that 'tis a long time 
fince I have convers'd either with Cafa, the 

B J other 
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other Poets, or any Thing that belongs to 
Literature, it little becomes me to make fuch 
Compariibns. I , am here wholly taken up by 
publick Affairs ; of which llanders, by its Si- 
tuation betwixt Germany^ France^ Englandy Hoi- 
landy and the other United Provinces^ has e- 
ver afforded a great deal In my Time, a 
Truce has been agreed \^f6n in this Country^ 
by means of a tedious Negotiation of two 
Years ; France was diftraued by the Flight of 
the Prince of Conde^ who was received here 
under the Proteftion of the King of Sfain^ 
and of tbefe Princes of Flanders j Germany was 
twice in Rebellion on account of the Divifi- 
ons betwixt the two Brothers of the Arch- 
Duke : A continual Paper * War has been 
maintain'd with England ; the Peace with the; 
United Provinces was never fo well fettled, 
but that it was fometimes difturb'd by Jea- 
loufies and Sufplcions : And at the fame time 
there has been here, and in the Neighbour- 
hood ieveral Affairs of great Confequence, 
which have required bur conftant Application 
and Labour, for^ the Service of the Publick. 
But now we enjoy here a great Tranquility ; 
which will ftill be greater, at leaft to me, for 
the Future, becaufe I have difcharg'd all my 
Ecclefiaftical Fundions. And indeed I can 
hardly" tell which of the two has causM me 
more Joy, cither to have begun them fo op- 
portunely, or ended them fo happily during 
the Truce. Thus far of thefe Affairs. We have 
at prefent two Princeffes at Brmjfels, viz,, the 
Mother and the Wife of the Prince pf Cmde, 
who pafi thro' thi^ Place in their Return from 

HoU 
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Holkni to Tofis. Methinks the younger is fKlI 
grown more Beautiful, and more capable of 
Kindling new Fires in the World. But the 
laft was too dangerousj and we^ here in Flm^ 
dtrsy had like to have been Burnt in it. I was 
willing to give you this Account of all my 
Concerns, in exchange of the Pleafiire you 
have given me in communicating your Anairs 
to me. 

I remain your 
AffeStionate Servant y 8cc. 

BruJfelSt Decemb* 
the 3d. 161 1. 



LETTER III- 

To Signior Paulo Gualdo, at Padua. 

T Was high time^ that after an Age of 
iilence you Ihould at laft remember me. 
But how many things muft have concurred to 
rub up your Memory i Firft of all, that My 
Lord Ortemberg fhould be made Bi/hop of 
Arrasy then, that he (hould ceme to tlandersy 
pals through PaJua, Lodge at your Houfe, 
and laft of all, that he fhould ihatcli from your 
Hands- ( more than from your Will ) the ve- 
ry Letter your Write me. Let's confeti the 
Truths Dear Signior GuaUo: Whoever is Ab- 
lent holds but an indifferent Place in the Re- 
membrance and AffeAion of his Friends. But 
I thought all along your Love to me was (b 
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Sincere that I might reft fecure, that nothings 
no not even the Frozen Sea of theie Northern 
Countries^ could ever cool it. I returtk to your 
Letter, which^ Whether given, or Ibatch'd a- 
way, has been extream welcome^ and was lent 
me but two Days ago by My Lord Bifhop of 
jirras. I was highly pleas'd with the Account 
you give of that tJniverfity, of thofe Friends^ 
and particularly of your Affiirs. But how came 
you to forgpt our good old Friend ^ign^f^ Is 
it becaufe heh as forgotten me I Yet^I mil do^ 
and ever (hall retain a lively Remembrance of 
TaJua^ : Not- of the Walls <tf Antemr^ nor the 
other inanimated Parts of that City, but of 
the living Perfons , who renew in my Fan- 
cy thofe Pleafures, which for many Years I 
enjoy'd in the fweet and improving Conver- 
lation of fb many Friends. All I expeA from 
you, is that you make qp your pad Silence, 
by Writing' to me, for the future, 4s often as 
you have an opportunity. If you Writer I 
Iball Aniwer you: And if you do not Write, 
j Ihall excite you to it, by Writing mylelf. 
in the mean time 1 (hall alwaies preferve my 
former Affedion to your Pcrfon, and the E» 
Aeem I ever had for your great Virtue. I 
conclude with, wifhing you all true Happi* 
neis. 



the %i&. 26iz. 
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LETTER IV. 

^0 the Reverend Father Francis Bivero, 
of the Order St. Dominique^ Spanifh 
Preacher to his Catholick Majejij^ and 
their mofi ferene Highneffes of Flanders, 
4t Bruflels. 

I came to Rottfe this very Day, and ^^ould 
not fail to acquaint your Reverence with it. 
GocI be prais'd a thouland Times, that aftef 
lb tedious a Journey, in lb incoti>modious a 
Sealoh for Travelling, I am at laft fafely ar- 
rived. Methbks I am ftill a Prifoner in the 
Stoves of Germany ^ or jolted in my Coach 
through the Mountains of Tjnrol ; tho' after all^ 
the ieafbn was more favourable, and my jour- 
ney moire happy than I expeded : as I gave 
you to underftand by another Letter. To 
morrow I hope to Kifi Our Holy Father's 
Toe, and pay my RelpeAs to My Lord Car- 
dinal Bergbefe. Afterwards I (hall difcharge 
more at Lealiire my Duty to the reft of the 
Court. Oh! how I find it changed i Tho'I 
can (ay little about it, being (carce arrived 
there. Therefore be now contented to receive 
this firft Advice, and do not look upon it as 
an indifierenc Proof of my Love : my ftealing 
away from a thou(and preffing Aifairs, to en- 
tertain you^ .1 hope^ will convince you to the 
Contrary. I thought to have recei/d your Let- 
ters here at my arrival: But I, finci my felf 

deceived, 
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deceived, either by the number of the Days, 
or the Impatience with which I expeded that 
Satisfaftion. My moft hearty Service to the 
Father Confeffor of the moft ierene Arch-Duke ; 
nnd my beft Wifiies to your Reverence for your 
* Welfare. 

I{ome, March the 
26ch. 1616. 
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LETTER V. 

To the fame. 

Ircceiv'd at laft the Letters I cxpeded from 
your RBverertce^ and tho* fomewhat later 
than Ordinary^ yet with no lels Satisfaftion. 
I infinitely rejoice^ that the new Utrntio has 
made fo good a Beginning, and hope the Pro- 
grels will anfwer it more and more. I ought 
indeed, as you tell me, to hope not to be altdg^ 
ther out of your Memory, fince when I camo 
away I was almoft more a Fleming than an 
Italian. Cavalier MaJtOf their moft ferene High- 
nelTes's Refident, viftced me much about the 
fame time, and you may imagine whether we 
fpoke of Flanders f And whether his Conver- 
fation revived in me the Ideas of Fleming Ob* 
je<fts i But let's leave 'em for the Prefent. I was 
received by our holy Father, and My Lord 
Cardinal Borgbefe with great Demonftrations 
o^ Kindnels, and I cannot exprefi how much 
they ieem'd (atisfied with my paft Services; 

which 
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whiph gi?es me reafbn to hope , that they 
will not leave me idle, if a new occafion offers 
to employ me. There's already a talk of two 
Employments; the one is the Nunciature of 
France^ which of necefiicy muft fpeedily be fup- 
ply'd ; and the other that of Germany^ which is 
alio lookt upon .is vacant j the Nuncio there^av- 
ing feveral times defir'd to be recalled. The len- 
timent& of the Palace are not yet penetrated 
into ; biit it leems thofe of the Court, ( which 
is ever curious^ and often times chuies before the 
Prince himlelf ) defign me hitherto, before any 
other Perfon, for either of thefe two Employ- 
ments. In Germany y the Cold, the Stoves, and 
the Tables frighten me morei^ than Bufinefi. In 
France^ on the contrary, 'tis Bufinefe, deters me 
more than the Climate or way of Livifng. EXiring 
fo many Years I was. iri Flanders^ I iaw noth- 
ing from that Shore but Storms, Tempefts and 
Shipwracks in the Sea oiFranee, The King is ftill 
a Minor^ox but juft got out of his Minority ; and 
confequently the Government is unfettled, or in 
manifeft Danger of being Stagger'd. Therefore 
I have reafon to fear that Sea, which is Na- 
turally Tempeftuous, even when it looks moft 
Calm. As to the Nunciature ot Sfain^ there's 
nothing to be hopd for, becaufe the Nnncio 
will not be chang'd this long time. But rather 
than live idle, I (hall be glad of any other 
Employment, befides the two foremention'd, 
which are the moft confiderable that the Apofto- 
lick See can beftow. In the mean time, the 
life I now lead at Rome ieems to me extream 
Slaviih and Tirefom: Chiefly when compared 
to that iweet and free way of Living I enj(>y 'd 

in 
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in Flanders. Here rifits are conrinual; Atten- 
dances frequent; Eating and Sleeping got by 
ftealth ; Wines Lulcious ; the Air intemperate; 
endlefs Converfations ; Slaveries without any 
iealbning of Liberty ; in (hort^ a Life quite dif- 
ferent from what I paft. And which is worie 
I (hall want here the cool Air of Flanders^ and 
the pleafant Walks of Bruffels, But enough of 
that in this Letter : My ufual Compliments to 
our Father ConfeiTor; and may Heaven pour 
down his choiceft Bleflings on you. 

^^mCf April tht 



LETTER VL 

To the Duke (/Monteleone, 4 Grandee of 
Spain. 

Flift of all^ I muft beg your £miye»rif'i leave 
to complain of the Heat : Oh ! what a 
cruel Heat ! What a fiery hot Weather ! A 
Weather which has brought the Air of Sfam 
into Fnance, and of Sevil to Tours. Indeed I 
am concerned for your Eminence if your Heat 
has been^ in proportion, as violent as ours. 
That which we now feel here, is the more in- 
tolerable, as that we only had before a Summer 
by Name > for indeed moft Days were like the 
Spring, and the Month of July like that of 
^ril But this Augufi^ is a continual Flame. 
There's qo Sleep'mg in the Nighty nor Repoll 
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in^ in tlie Day. For 'ris afiul tO turn the 
Ntghc into Day. Accordingly , the great 
Matter of the Hoi'fe came two Days ago to 
Vific me at the Abbey of AUrmiuitr, where 
my Lodgings are^ towards the beginning of the 
Night ; and the Duke of Guift came therS yef 
terday Morning, alraoft at break of Day. How- 
ever this Fury will be fixm over : And yoor 
Emnevce very well knows how the Violence of 
the Elements like the PafGons of this Nation, 
are tranfitory .■ I have iiilfictently complain'd of 
the Heat , let's now fpeak of other mattersL I 
am at preient at Tows, becaule the Court is 
there. As for publick Affairs, there are no o- 
thers here, but what relate to the Qiieen Mo- 
ther, and we may hope to fee them termina- 
ted in a ihort time according to the WiOies 
of all good Men. The Qpeen is already re- 
Iblv'd to come direftly to Twrs to meet the 
King. The Prince of PieJmam's Journy to ./4»- 
gouUmt, has not a little contributed to this Re- 
conciliation. Ilie Duke of Monbazm went 
afterwards thither twice from his Majefly, and 
gave the Queen more particular Aflurances of 
the Itncere intention of Monfieur de Lu)nes 
his Son in Law ; which at laft inclin'd her Ma- 
jefty to banifh all Sufpitions, and come to meet 
the King. As the Paffions and Interefh of 
People diHer'd, fo her Councils were various ; 
Nay, a great many advife her ftill not to trufi 
any Body. I confefs, I am one of thofe that 
have been moft earneft in perfwading her 
Majefty to come ; 1 wrote to her by the good 
Father Jc/ifb, a Capucbtn, who went Ibme Days 
ago to Ang^kiiH i and told her freely, that 
Ihe 
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ihe ought not to fear any thing, or put off her 
Journy any longer; for I had great Reaibn 
to alfure her Majefiy, that things could not 
be here in a better Pofture. I have fince re- 
cciv'd a very obliging Letter from her, where- 
by (Be approves of my Advice, and the Liber- 
ty I had taken. And indeed no Man could 
get a clearer infight into the King*s and Mon- 
fieurs de Lujmis intentions than I have dooe. 
We therefore expeft her here e'rc it be long j 
and 'tis wifli'd, if poffible^ that her firft inter- 
view with the King may be on St. Lews's Fefti* 
val, to make that Day ftill more folemn, which 
of it felf is already (6 remarkable in France. 
We may without doubt expeA a great Good 
from this Reconciliation ; as on the contrary, 
we ought to apprehend no fmall Danger^ if 
it were Jiot acoompliOi'd ; efpecially at pre- • 
ient, becauie of the AiTembly which the Hd- 
gmots defign to hold the next Month ; for 
nothing could fo much favour their ill De- 
Hgns, as the continuance of a Divifion in the 
Royal Family. That's the condition the Queen's 
Affairs are in at prefent. Thus 7(70r/ will now 
become as famous by the Queen's Arrival on 
this Occafion, as Blots was fome Months ago 
by her Flight from thence. In my journey to 
the Court, I (aw the Cafemeni thro' which 
(he went down at Midnight ; and view'd like- 
wife all the reft of the Cattle, which feems 
deftin'd for the moft tragical Accidents of 
France* particularly, I was conduced to the 
King's Appartmcnt, where the Duke of Gmfe 
was killed at the States General held by Henry 
the III, Tbnei faid they to me, be came m^ here 

be 
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bi nctiv^d the prfk Blew ; time be Jreiv bis Sword 
bdf way ; bete tbey made an end of bim^ and m 
tbat comer flood tbe King, unperceivdy to fee bim 
Die. My Horror was ftill greater when 1 came 
to the Place where the Cardinal his Brother 
was cruelly Butcher'd with Halberts. I jfaw 
the Room where Cardinal de Bourbon was 
Imprsfbh'd at the fame time ; and finally I view'd 
the Chamber, where Queen Catberine Di^d 
eight Days after, oppreft with Grief for thefe 
fatal Accidents, and in the Apprehenfion of 
conlequences yet more fatal, which fhe fore- 
told a Uttle before (he gave up the Ghofl. I 
confider'd likewife with great Attention^ thole 
animated Walls, which reprelent to the Life 
the Miferies of Crowns amidft their greateft 
Splendor. But let's return to Toursy and that 
delicious Country round it.: It might juftly be 
cali'd the Arcadia of France, but that it wants 
a Frencb Samax»arius to delcribe it. Yet if they 
do not give it here the Naihe of Arcadia, they 
call it however the Garden of tbe Kingdom \ 
and that too with a great deal of Reafbn, iince 
the .fine River Loire carries its gentle ftreams 
fo agreeably thro' its Plains; fo delicious are its 
Banks, ib rich and fruitful the Fields all around 
it^ and fo delightful the Profpeds which they 
yield on every fide. But what does your Emi- 
nence iay of the fituation of Tours, with the 
Village which (lands oppofite to it, where is 
the Abbey of Marmoutier ? What do you think 
of thefe little Iflands, where Art and Nature 
have form'd that Bridge^ which ierves for a 
Paflage over the River, and an Entrance into 
the City ? And again^ what do you think of 

all 



14 BentivcgUoh Letters. 

all thole fine Trees, which, with a kind of Me- 
jefly^ raile their lofty heads among the Houies 
both in the City^ in the Suburbs^ and in thojR^ 
little Iflands> liirhich ibtniitimes unite feveral 
Objeds together^ and Ibtnetimes prefent on every 
fide a various^ but ftill agreeable, ProlpeA to th6 
wondring Eye? Your Emiffence may perhaps 
have obferv'd all thefe Things much better than 
my lelf^ when you were laft at Tmtrs; but ne- 
vertheleis I was willing to refrefli the Remem- 
brance of them in your Mind^ and at the lame 
time to renew your Plealure. Thus far of thd 
Affairs of this Country. Count Biteafs SuC- 
celTes in Germany ehcreale daily, lince the Arri- 
val of the Troops from FUmders ; and the Elec- 
tors have already acknowlcdg'd at FrMnrfm^ 
King Fcrdkumd tor King of Babemia, which is 
a great Point towards his being cholen Empe- 
lour. Nothing could be dohe hdire more ad- 
vantageous for thofe Countries^ to lerve at once 
both the Catholick Religion, and King Ferdkumd. 
I (haU conclude by owning the Receipt c^ 
your Emnenee*s laft Letter, dated the 27 of thd 
laft Month ; and expreffing to you the great 
Joy I have conceiv'd, at the moft lerene Btfam 
Don Ferdinand^ his Catholick Majeftys third 
Son's being promoted to a Cardinatl's Dignity ; 
which adds a great Ornament to the lacred 
College^ and heightens the Gloiy of the whole 
Church. I remain^ &c. 

Tourst Auguft ih» 
2ocL 161 v- 
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LET T E R VII; 

To the Same, 

YOU R Eirtinisnce .diftinguifli*d very right,* 
when youaniWer*^ the Frf»ri Gentleman, 
^s CO the EraLbalfy which is lent from hence to Ger-, 
many. It ought indeed to h^ve been an EmbalTy oi 
Proteftatidn, and not of Negotiation ; becaufe^ 
by this meanSj both the Emperour and the Ca-r 
tholicks of Germany^ would have r^ap'd 4 
great Advantage by the Troops ti>at were oi| 
the Frontiers, whereas now, we can hope but 
little from a Treaty. Befides, this Court had 
promised to fuccQur Germany by Armi^ and 
not by a N^otiation. But your Eminence fee; 
in .what a perpler d Condition France finds her- 
ielf at prelent. In fiiort^ 'tis plain that this is 
a fickly Body; which as long as 'tis troubled 
with the Palfy, f if I may fo call it ) qf the 
flugmot FaiStion^ can never recover its Health« 
. t>ut will ftill be fubjed to Convulfive Fits, and 
have but a quaking Strength. 'Tis principally 
from this Fadion her whole Difeafe proceeds, 
becaufe. it Ifomeqts Seditioris among the Catholicks 
themfelves. Therefore 'tis Sometimes one an4 
ibmedmes the other of theie two rea(bn5,riay lomq- 
times both together^ which pccafion thole com- 
motions that generally cliftra<^ this Kingdom ; in^ 
ibmuch that this Monarchy Ihall never recover its 
priftine Vigour, till it be fettied in a Condi- 
tion quite oppofite to what it is now in; bcj- 
caufe the Common- Wealth, which jhe tittgonou 
ivery Day endeavour more an^ more to bring 
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into the Kingdom, is without doubt entirely op- 
pofite to the Regal Authority. Their late Af- 
lembly at Loudun laded fix Months together; 
during which they have ftill fent new Depu- 
ties to Court, who fpoke like Sovereigns^ and as 
fuch defign'd rather to prefcribe Laws^ than 
receive any from the King ; and after all^ the 
Court was oblig'd to ule a Stratagem, inftead 
of its Authority^ to leparate them. I mean 
by this, that France in her prefent Conditionj 
is not able to do what (he would, either to ferve 
others, or to fupply her own Neceffities. Yoor 
Eminence knows all this very well ; and therefore 
to be plain, we ought every day to defpair 
more and more of the Succours which were to 
He fent from hence to the Ehiperour, and the 
CathoHcks of Gfr»M»7 J for the Queen-Mother»5 
Affairs keep the Kingdom io much in iufpence, 
that they cannot fpare Forces to relieve Stran- 
ger. Nevertheleis, there's no hopes the Empe- 
ror and the Camlich of thofe Parts, fliould 
profper, without a fupply from France. The late 
Defeat of the Bohemians^ by Count Bncoj^ was 
very confiderable ; and 'tis believ'd for certain, 
that the Duke of Saxony will abfolutely embrace 
the Emperor's Party. We fhall fee eVe it be 
long what EflTeA the Monitory is like to have, 
which was fignified to the Eledor Valatin^ to 
Summon him to quit Bohemia, and the other 
Provinces that have been ulurp'd. In the mean 
while, we are here very much in fufpence, as 
I laid before, upon account of the Queen Mo- 
ther s Affairs. The King fent lately Monfieur 
^e Blainville to fupply her with Money, and 
oftr her new Conditions towards a Reoon* 

ciliatioa 
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biliatiOD. By all which 'tis plain > chat in this Ne- 
gotiation all ppffible means are usd on this 
fide to accommodate Matters^ and bring her 
to Court. But on the other the Queen is fill'd 
with Suipicions ; flie would^ and (he would not ; 
flie defires and fears at the fame time ; and is 
more perplex'd by the Artifices of others than 
by h^r own Reafonings. ,We are now ip tbefe 
Uncertainties, and amidfl the Dangers which 
hiay probably enfue. 

/ remdin 

Tour Erriinence'/ 



^oft humhle Servant^ &c. 



Paris, June the 
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LETTER VIII. 

To Sighidr Antohio Querengo; at Mbde- 
na. 

MEthinks *tjs altogether a Dream that your 
Miife, which tormerly wasfo lazy, fliou'd 
now produce at once lo many fine Things in 
Verfe and Profe, both in Print and in Manu- 
fcript ; and that the fame Mule ihould take a 
fHght into Flanders to Sing ipy Praile in an 
gnfittUd^ boifieroHs Climate, is more than } &n 
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well cofiiprehend, tho' my Eyes be open- 
Yet, I have your Letters m my Hand ; I read 
your Verfes, and hear the Singing of your Muf e 
which flatters me with my own Glory. Oh I 
what a charming Letter ! what excellent Verfes ! 
what a noble Sonnet! I receiv'd at CMmhu^y 
( where I now am on a Vifitation ) all thole 
Pleafures at once, which are really fo great, 
that I am no more Angry with you, for 
that cruel filence, which you have kept with 
me lb long. I am extreamly glad, you have 
at laft relblv'd to fuffer your Poems to be pub- 
lilh'd ; which without doubt will loon gain the 
univerlal Applaufe oi Italy. I came to Cam- 
bray on the forementin'd Occafion, this being 
the laft Arch-rbilhoprick I wanted to lee, to 
finilh the intire Viutation of all thele Catlolick 
Provinces, which I have run over in five le- 
veral Journeys. I have leen the famous Cities 
of Ghent and Antwerp^ and the other prindpal 
Towns of this Country. I have viewed thofe 
Places were the mofl celebrated Actions of 
War have been atchiev'd ; and perhaps, (I fhiver 
with horror to think on't ) 1- have trod on 
the very Bones of my Brother AUxandity and 
of my Nephew Cormlio, in that fatal Field, 
where the memorable Battle of Newport was 
fought, among thofe great Heaps of Sand, 
which the Ocean has gathered in this low Country, 
for a Rampier aganft it fdf, I went thro' that 
Field accompanied by the Governour of Ntuf- 
fofty a Soldier of Quality, who having been 
himfelf in the Battle, took great care to give 
fne a particular Account of every Thing as 
we went along. On this fide, £iid he, theGh 
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tbolicks were incamp'd, on that the Heretich : 
Thus our Men March'dout, thus the Enemy; 
Here the two Armies Engaged ; and here 
was the greateft Slaughter. There Prince 
Maurice commanded all the Dutch Ships to 
retire from the Shore, on purpofe to put his 
Soldiers to the neccflSty either of Vanquifhing 
or Dying. Here the Arch-Duke fought with 
great Valour j Here he was wounded; there 
he was like to h^vie been taken; and laflly^ 
here his Army was routed, tho' not without a 
confiderable Lofs on the Enemy's fide. Thus 
methought I was in .the Fight my lelf, by 
hearing io particular a Relation ot it on the 
uery Spot. You may eafily imagine I wifh*d 
to have ieen Hollandj if I could have had an 
Opportunity: However I have (ince feen it, 
in ibme meafure, and at the fame time pe- 
netrated into the Deepeft Secrets of this new 
Republick of the United Provinces, by the 
means of an exaA Information, procui'd me 
from leveral Places. I lately (em to Rome a 
very full Relation of all, divided into three 
Books, and each Book into divers Chapters. 
From tjience I took occafion to fpeik, tho 
as briefly as ever I could, of all that has hapn'd 
thro* the whole courfe of the late Wars. And 
in this fliort hiftorical Narration of mine, 1 
have ftill kept an Eye upon the elegant A- 
bridgmcnc of the Roman Hiftory of'Florusy as 
a Pattern to imitate^ at leaA: as far as my 
weak Pen cpuld reach the admirable Vivacity 
and Graces of that Author. How often have 
I wifh^d that I might have communicated my 
Work to you ! how paffionately defied, it might 



20 Bentivoglios Letters. 

firft pafs the Examinadon of your refin'd 
Judgment, that lb it might not fear the Cen- 
fare of others ! But now 'tis uo more in my 
Power^ tho' at a nother Time it may. I 
can no longer entertain you in this Letter: 
My Ecclefiaftical Fundions call me away, and 
time preifes upon me, being to iet out to mor- 
row morning for Douay^ and St. Omm^ to vi- 
lit two EngUnj Seminaries there. St. Omers is 
not above four Leagues diftant from Cslahj 
that is fay^ it is almoft in light of the finV* 
tiflj Channel; I (hall come back hither to 
Camhrayy and from hence afterwards repair to 
my ulual Refidence at Bruffih. 

I remaiff. 

Tour humble Servant j &q. 

, Camirajff Sept, 
ibeiSf 1611. 
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LETTER IX. 

Tq Count Annibal Manfredi Jmh/fador 
from Ferrara, 4t Rome. 

THE Troubles of France, hiave occafion'd 
my long filence, ib they ought to excufe 
the lame to you. When I firft came to Paris 
the laft Storm was ready to break out; Tu- 
mults increas*d in an infiant; Fr^re was all up 
in Arms ; and 'twas thought (he would J^e quickly 
be turn'd upfide down. The^ Military Tra- 
gedies that were apprehended throughout the 
Kingdom, ended at laft in Ibme difmal Scenes 
at Court : And as things are now, we enjoy 
a little quiet ; which makes me take Pen in 
hand'j to repair the Fault I have committed 
in not writing to you all this while. I reco- 
vered my Health by degrees during my Jour- 
ny, fas I acquainted you before ) and my ftay 
in Paris has (etded it in a perfed ftate. I found 
here the fweet Friendly Air of FlanJers, by 
reafon thele Countries are fo near one another 
that there's hardly any difference betwixt their 
Climates. I feel at P^nVrhe lame cool Wea- 
ther I enjoy 'd at Brufels; for the Month of 
June in France, is much the lame with that 
of Afril in Italj. But then as for the People, 
their Cuftoms and their Courts, they are in- 
tirely differem. The very firil Month of rny 
Refidence in f landers luffic'd to bring me ac- 
quainted with almoft all the Paffages of 'the 
Princes's Lives during my Nunciature of Nifte 

P'4 Years. 
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Vears. But were I to (by here Nine Ages 
together^ I 'never/hoDld fii|d one Day at this 
Court like one of thofe at 'tother. There, 
An uniform omduA reigns, and here a comma- 
al change ; There they are too flow, and here 
too qager ; and in Ihort the fame contrariety 
is to be found alqioft in every thing. But aU 
Courts and Nations def^rvetp be con]|mendeu 
lor ibme things, and blained for others; and 
a pubUck Miniver ought to accommodate him- 
lelf to that Diverfity of Humours 'which reigns 
in every one of them. There generally arife 
^reat Ndvelties in Fr^ce^ becauie of the con- 
tinual change of Affairs. During the few 
Months I have been here, there have hajy- 
pen'd fuch great and ftrange Revolutions, that 
thofe very Peqple who were Eye Witneffes of 
l!em, can fcarcely' believe them, frgnct wjis 
in one moment all up in T^rms; and divided 
almoft into as many Faftfons as there are 
I Governours, and tho* every Faction had a vari- 
ous Pretence, yet all was done in outward ap- 
pearance in the King's Name. ^Twas under 
this iacred Name, thofe Commotions of War 
were raifed, whereof Ccncini Marefchal fAncrt 
was the principal Author; aqd the contrary 
l^arties were thofe of Nevm^ du Maine and Ven- 
Mme. Several other great Men in the King- 
dom were ^pon the point of rebelling, under 
the ianie Pretence : As were alfb the Huionois^ 
who amidft the Divifions of the Cat Micks, 
conftantly' endeavour to encreafe their Here- 
tical Faaion." But" at laft th^ King ihew'd 
liimielf a King, and fet up his Royal Authori- 
ty every where. And to ipeak Truth; in re- 
* - * Ution 
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lation to the Mareichal d^Jncre^ his Pride and 
Arrogance were grown to that height, that 
none here could bear them any longer. There* 
fore Francf demanded the Blood of this Vic- 
tim, and there has been a neceflity to Sacri- 
fice ir« I fuppofe, the particular News of thefe 
Tragical Accidents has already re«ch'd Ital/, 
And I mud confefi I (hould feel too much 
horror^ Ihodd I attempt to write a Relation 
of them in this Letter ; I was lufficiently ftiuck 
with it, when I beheld here tliat cruel Spefta- 
cle. They ought not to hatre been Surpiz'd at 
Home at thefe Events^ for I had often Wrir, 
that according to the general Opinion, Mar- 
efchal £AmTt% Violence, could not be lafting ; 
and that the more his Ambition rais'd him 
on highy the greater his Fall was like to prove. 
This was the end of Cemini's Greatnefs, and 
^tis thought his Wife will alio lofe hers in a 
tragical Manner, and be foon put to Death 
by this Parliament, in the publick Place of 
Paris. Tis not to be imagin'd how much the 
Memory of both is detefted, principally be- 
cauie they are lookt upon as the Authors of the 
Divifion betwixt the King and the Queen his 
Mother: Who (hewing now no left Wifdom 
in quitting the Management of the Kingdom, 
than (he did before in fupporting the weight of 
Affairs, has racher thought fit to retire to 
Bhisj and there to ftay for Ibme time. But 
'tis to be hoped that Time it (elf, will fhortly 
exert its Efficacy in the reuniting the Minds 
of their Majefties. In the mean time, the King 
has taken the Command into his own Hands ; 
and the Death of one (ingle Man feems to 
" have 
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have appealed the Indignation of the whole 
Kingdom^ and fettled every where Obedience 
and Tranquillity. But neverthele^ the fiery, 
boifterous Humour of this Nation ftill remains, 
which, as I faid before, will naturally produce 
Novelties in abundance. And besides the change- 
able Temper of the Nation, we mud coo- 
(ider the Diftemper which Herefy ingenders 
here : This is the Plague of the Kingdom^ for 
it has difunited all the (everal Governments. 
The Herefy of^Cahm is an extream, entirely 
oppofite to the CatboUck Religion : And the 
Commonwealth which the Hugomts endeavour 
to frame here, is another extream no leis op- 
pofite to the French Monarchy. We therefore 
ought to pray God Almighty to take this 
Kingdom into his ProteiSion, particularly the 
King, who is yet very Young. His Majefty 
has hitherto given Proofs of a great Judgment, 
and fingular Piety. He is born a riingi; 
bears the Name of a holy King and had 
a moft glorious King, to his Fadier; ^ 
which are Charaders that promiie him alio 
to bq a very great Prince. During this Con- 
junduie of Time and Affairs I have had hi- 
therto a great deal of trouble, neither am I 
like to have lefs for the Future. I am u$'d 
already to the Forms of this Court, and the 
way of Living at Taris^ where indeed I receive 
all the honour imaginable. The Court is very 
fine ; particularly at prefent^ when all the Princes^ 
and almofl all the other great Men of the 
Realm attend the King. But 'tis not to be 
imagined what a great Confufion there is : And 
they are fb far from endeavouring to remedy 

ir» 
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it, that the more this Greatnefs is confus'd and 
Noiiie^ the more it is counted plealanc and de- 
lightful The Noblemen, and Perfons of great 
C^ality^ as al(b thoie of an inferioor Rank, 
'efteem it a piece of extraordinary Greatnefs, 
and a Majeftick Fomp^ to thruft themfelves 
into the King's Chamber, and are not con- 
tent to be in his View, but they muft crowd 
his very Pericn. I am fometimes out of all 
Patience, becaufe at the Audience I can hard- 
ly gee Room to reach the King's Ear. Taris 
is a City worthy of ib great a Court; and the 
Seine a River worthy of lb great a City ; whofe 
Situation deierves alio to be the Center of the 
Dominions of lb noble a Kingdom. Varis is 
lurrounded with an infinite Number of great 
Villages, and moft fruitful Fields* There are 
in it above Six hundred thoufand Inhabitants ; 
and therefore lb vaft and populous a Place 
could not have had a more plealant^ and 
commodious Site. But having thus long been 
writing, I do but juft begin to perceive that I 
write ; for being deceived with the Plealure I find 
in entertaining you, I only thought I was fpeak- 
ing. Neither did I imagine to be in the R(me of 
France^ but in that, of Itdy^ fitting by you, and 
diioourfing with you after our ufual Freedom 
and Confidence. I conglude, with the Ten- 
der Qf my beft Affedtton, &c. 



PariSf June the 
8th. 1617. 
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L E T T E R X. 

To Signfor Cornaro, Clerk of the Afo^^ 
lick Chamber J who afterwards was made a 
Cardinal by Pope Urban VIII. at Rome, 

>TPIS true, I own it : I ought to have an- 
X fwer'd yours (boner, and would have 
done it, as well co comply with my indina- 
rion, as co diicharge my Duty. But I was 
firft hindred by a pain in the Uver, and then 
my Bufinels kept me fb long employ'df that I 
now find my ielf prevented once more by your 
laft, and moft obliging Letter. If thefe Rea« 
ions are good, I (hall be fufficiently excns'd ; 
but if they won't do, I muft confefi my ielf 
conquerM by you ; I mean, conquered in thole 
external Demonftrations of Love only ; for you 
know well enough that in Pcrint of inward 
Affedion you cannot have any Advantage 
over me. I am at prefetit in the Country, 
both to take the frefh Air, and fiiUy to reco- 
ver my former Health. I arriv'd five Days 
ago at Noifi^ a Country-Houfe belor^ng co 
My Lord Cardinal de RetZy four little Leagties 
from Paris. The Se^fbn could not be more 
pleafant at this time of the Year to be in the 
Country j uor the Place where I am more 
delicious to enjoy the Sealba This Houie is 
Built upon a rifing Ground ; there are Gardens, 
Woods, Plains, and Hills about it, and this 
Decoration cannot be finer, becaufe it cannot 

have 
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have more Variety. It prefencs Ibmedmes all 
thefe Things together to the light, and ibme- 

f times one of them by it felf^ and that too widi 
with iach delight^ that the very fight is often 
confounded, not knowing what's moft to be 
admirU To all theiefine things^ there is but 
one wanting, which is, Water. Had this Place 
Fountains^ it would be perhaps the moft de- 
licious in all Frame^ and exceed even St. Gtr- 
manSf one of the King's Houies, a League dif^ 
tant from hence. I hav6 alto (een St. Gtrmtns 
by reaibn of its Neigbourhood: Its Situation is 
oh a Hill, and certainly one of the fineft 
in the World. Atnongft other things that are 
truly Royal, there's a great Defcent of Stairs, 
adorn'd with a Baluftrade^ which parting ma- 
jeftically from the Palace^ in a double row, de- 
Icend^ with eafy fteps^ diro' a long piece of 
Ground^ almoft as far as the Banks of the Seme ; 
which in a gentle Stream carries its Waters 
thro' the Plain, and by (everal turnings and 
windings^ leems to fly from it (elf, and then 
to leek its own Channel again. In (hor{^ Ima- 
gination it lelf cannot frame a Country more 
delicious than this. Neither are the Hills here, 
as amohgft us, High, Craggy, and dreadfully 
fteepy in (everal Placts^ and when covered, 
'tis only with an ugly, dead Green. • But the(e ver- 
dant Hills oiFamce, preferving the lively colour of 
the Spring, as long as they are Green, ri(e gendy 
amidft great Trads of Fields, which yield a 
plea(ant fragancy. This renders the Vifiats (b 
fine and (b extended^ that oftenrimes they 
(Iretch farther than the Eye can reach, and 

the 
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the laft appear ftill more agreeable and charm- 
ing than thie firft. I have been thele Six Days 
in this Houle of the Cardinal A Retz,^ and 
would have Aaid ibtnedtne longer, but chat 
the Courier from Rome is arriv'd, who calls 
me back tq morrow to Taris j perhaps to drive 
me from thence to the Court a( MfmctMbc ; 
which is alio a very hne Place, by reafbn of 
its Situation, Gardens ane Buildings. When 
the Court is retum'd from Mmceaux to Pmi, 
the King may peihaps go to FomainebleoH^ 
wiiich is the largeft Houfe the Kings of FrM^ 
have in the Country ; but which has no Prof 
pe£ty being Seated in a great Foreft that ftretches 
along the Plain^ and is full of an infinite num- 
ber of Stags^ which is the Game that Kings 
generally Hunt. Thele three Country-Houles, 
viz. FontamehleaUj Saint Germans^ and Moneeaax^ 
are the neareft to Varisy and where the Court 
flays for the moid part* As ibon as the Court 
comes to any of thefe Places^ it turns them 
presently into Cities, fo great is the Number 
of the Perfbns who ulually attend the King^ 
befides thoic who at all times refort to Court 
from all Parts^ upon eltraordinary Affairs. Yet 
I have been from it thefe Si)t Days paft, par- 
ticularly from Paris, where thfc great Noife and 
Hurry of (q many People, Carts and Coaches^ 
fometimes blinds my Sight, and fiuns my Ears. 
Whileft I enjoy this Tranquility and Silence 
here, I anfwer your Letter, and am wholly 
with you ; For indeed I may be laid to be 
wholly with you, fmce I have given you (b 
particular an account ol this Country-Houie^and 
of myfelf, who have liv'd in it. Let that fuffice for 

private 
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private Concerns As foi? the putdick AfEiirs 
of Itdy ; I fee both what you Write and fear 
concerning them. Neverthele&Iftill retainmy 
former HopeS) and firmly believe that after 
ib good an Agreement about Sea-Afiairs^ no 
Diflerence fhall happen at Land. God grant 
a (peedy Conclufion of all thele Troubles, that 
our Italy from the Miferies of this War, may 
learn for the future better to enjoy the Ble^ 
iings of Peace. We live here at prefent in a 
great Tranquillity ; but it is fiich a one as is 
agreeable to the Gqnius of Fr^mce^ which has 
nothing certain in it, but Uncertainty it felf. 
Much like the Sea, which when moft Calm, 
is neither lels Deep, nor lefi lubjeft to Storms ; 
thus when France promifes a great Tranquil- 
lity, 'tis then we ought moit to diftruft its 
Promifes. But in the mean time we /hall en- 
joy the prelent Calm, and leave to Providence 
all future Accidents. How great istheloiswe 
had lately in Cardinal dm Terrm? He was the 
St. Augu^in of France \ and oneof thegreateft 
Ornaments of out ^e ; he knew every thing ; 
and whoever heard him fpeak of any Science, 
would be apt to think he never ftudy'd but 
that (ingle one.. I return to your Letter be- 
fore I conclude mine. I (ee your good wifbes 
for me in RdUtion to Signior d" Amelias Joumy 
into Spain; and acknowledg your wonted and 
partial Affeftion, which aiakes up in DeXire 
what I want in Merit. I pray God blefs you 
with a ipeedy iuocefi in your Affairs ; not only 
for your own SatisfaiAton,but alio that your moil 
Noble Familyi which is a icrainary of Cardinals, 

may 
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may rejoice once more by feeing you adiranc'd 
to a Dignity, you have fo juftly merited. I 
remain with . fiocere Afiedionj 

TourSy &cj 

l^oijy^ Sept. the 
21. i6i8. 
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LETTER XL 

To Signior Paul Gualdo^ ArclhPriefi </ 
Fadpa. 

I beard of your Nephew Signior Jolm BaMijPs 
Departure before I knew anv thing of tis 
Defign of being gone. I confeis, I was ibme- 
what difpleas'd at it : What ! Run away from 
France^ before^ f if I may fo (peak ) he was ar- 
riv'd there? Is it becaule the Affairs of this 
Court and Kingdom deferve not to be obler- 
v'd with particular Application? That Man 
who travels into foreign Countries, with no 
other Defign than to make himfelf able to en- 
tertain his Relations at home, with a Defcrip- 
rion of the Rivers, Fields^ Forefts, Mountain^j 
Towns^ and Cities, and the Number and Habit 
of the Inhabitants of a Country, that Man^ I 
layj takes abundance of Pains to very little pvit- 
po&; fot by taking notice of mute^ inanimate 
Things, he only confults the gratifying of the 
Sight, and negleds what is more material, the 
Improvement of his Mind. Whoever leaved 

fvs 
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his own Country to fee the World abroad, 
ought, in my Opinion, to beftow his particu- 
lar Obfervation on the Cuftoms and Manners 
of ForeigaJNations ; The Temper and Genius 
of Kings; The Conftitution of their Councils; 
Their Strength ; The Laws and Statutes of 
Kingdoms^ The State of Religion ; How the 
Authority of CommarKling, is mixc with the 
manner of Obeying ; Upon what Terms they 
are with their Neighbours; What peccant Hu- 
mour there is in each Government ; and if 
curable 3 What Remedy were moft proper for 
ie. Thefe and the hke Things which relate to 
Governments are fuch as I would recommend 
to the Notice and Contemplation of Travel- 
lers. Juft as the Soul gives us our Being, lb 
does the Government give Kingdoms Theirs. 
Wherefore we ought to make this Pare onr 
conftanc Study^ and endeavour to be throughly 
acquainted with it. All the reft is grois mat- 
ter without Life^ much like to the Member^ 
of our Body, which never move, but when 
the 'Soul informs them. But the ConOitution 
of the Government of Kingdoms, is not to be 
Comprehended in a Day or two : This- Know- 
ledg requires Study, ^nd Study Time. Now 
if thefe Things delerve to beobferv'd any were, 
they do fo more particularly in France^ which 
is a State ib very large ; fo much divided in 
point of Religion ; ib often toft by Civil Com- 
motions; where one fees one of the greatett 
Courts in EuropCy and one of the moft con- 
fiderable Gove4nmencs in the World; in ihort, 
where 6ne meets with fo many other things 
worth taking notice of, that whole Years would 
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noc fuflicQ to get a Competent Knowledge of 
all. But what delerves more peculiarly to be 
conHder'd are the continual changes which are 
feen in this Kingdom. And if nothing con- 
tributes more to the Capacitating a Man for 
the Management of publick Bufmeis, than the 
viewing the Succeffion of leveral Events, all 
other Countries muft yield to France^ becauie, 
in this particular, France may be a School for 
all other Countries. Therefore Signior Joh^ 
Baptifi fhouldhave ftaid here, at leaft as long 
as Signior Contarinh EmbaiTy lafted. You fee 
already he might have obferv'd a very confi- 
fiderable Paflage, at his firft Arrival at Paris\ 
I mean the fudden Retreat of the Queen 
Mother to Bkisy which occafions fuch great 
Troubles here. Oh ! that I were now ^ with 
our Friend Signior Bono ! to difcourfe him of 
this unforeleen Accident, as we did two Years 
ago of that which the World fo little eapeAed, 
when the Queen retired from Faris. No doubt 
this Accident will leem great to him, for it 
is really great in it felf, and yet greater ftill 
in its Confequences, with regard to the Publick. 
We are here already in Alarms, and upon the 
Point of feeing ftrange thing, if God Almighty 
cafts not an Eye of Compaffion upon Franct. 
But I leave France to return to your Letter ; 
'tis a fhame they did not deliver it to me (bon- 
er : For if X always wifh thofe Letters that are 
Written to me had Wings, I (hould do fc 
much more particularly to yours; (b much I 
value the new Teftimonies of your AiTeftion ? 
and fo great a Delight I find in any frefii 
Account of what happens at Vadna. As for 

Signior 
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Signior Tedifcbi, I thought indeed I might fafely 
believe he would want Courage to come hi- 
ther. But I find he now takes no more the 
Trouble upon him either of Writing to me, or 
tnaking Verfesin my Praife. You have fill'd 
ipe with Joy, by lending me news of Signior 
di Feltroy our Friend. 'Tis almoft an Age 
fince he has been {o cruel as not to Write to 
me.. What a fine t^retencecan he find in the 
Northern Climate for bis new refidence in the 
Winter ? For my part 1 have refided nine Years 
'together in Flanders^ without being Frozen: 
if ever he returns to Italy^ let him look to. 

himfelf . But Til threaten no more at pre- 

fent. My hearty Service a thoufand times to 
Signior Bono ; and tell him a thouland times^ 
over, that I envy that loft Repofe he enjoys 
at Vadua^ which every day leems more and 
more agreeable to me, either becaufe I am 
dcpriVd'^df \ti or in Comparifonto that b'ufie, 
tumultuous Life I lead here in France. 1 con- 
clude with wifhing you all the joy and con' 
tent imaginable. 

Parist March ^ 
2och. 1 619. 
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LETTER XIL 

To the Queen Mother, at Angoulemc. 

AS nothing did more afflift our Holy Fa- 
ther, than CO hear of the Milunderftanding 
that was between your Majefly, and the King 
your Royal Son, and which difturb'd every 
where the Peace of this Kingdom ; lb nothing 
could be a greater Confolation to his Holi- 
nefsi than to receive News of the Reconcile- 
ment between your Majefties3 and at the lame 
time to fee France reftor'd to its former Tran- 
quillity. The Joy his Holinefs felt on this oc- 
cafion was yet the greater 3 by having this 
News from your Majefty's.own Hand, with 
fb many particular marks of Confidence and 
AfFedion. Your Majelty will (ee his Holineiss 
Anfwer in the inclos'd Brief, and by the Letter 
that goes, along with ir, you will find how mudi 
Cardinal Borgbefe is lenfible of the Honour 
your Majefty has done him by condefcending 
to Write to him concerning this matter. TWs 
very occafion emboldens me to take Pen in 
Hand, to rejoice with your Majefty at lb hap- 
py a fuccefs ; which Duty I dilcharge with all 
the fentiments of a Perfbn intirely devoted to 
' your Service, both with Relped to the Pub- 
lick Goodj and a particular Regard to your 
Majefties Royal Perlbn. God grant fo prof- 
perous a fuccefs may be attended with many 

other 
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orhers no lels welcome; and chat your Ma- 
jefty's private Satisfaaion may daily increafe 
amidft the univcrfal Felicity of your King- 
dom. I remain with all Humility and Re- 
fpeft. 



Madamy 



Tour Majefifs, &c\ 
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LET T E R XIIL 

To Cavalier Marini, at Paris 

WHy did I Ihot ee you, my Dear Cava- 
Iter J before I went for Fcntainebleau ? 
Certainly I had either brought you with me, 
or die dragg'd you along. Tho' after all^ I 
believe you would have come voluntarily and 
without force, for I imagine you would have 
been glad to have leen Fontainehkau, which 
holds the firft Rank amongft the Royal Coun- 
try*Houies of the Kings of France. But if I 
was deprived of your. Converfation, I have how- 
ever been entertain'd by the Reading of your 
Verles, and enjoy 'd the fweet harmony of your • 
charming Mule. This was all my Diveriion 
during my Journy, and now Tm arriv'd, 'tis 
the greateft Recreation I have here. Good 
God! what a Poetical Vein ! What Purity i 
What noble and uncommoh Thoughts! But 

B 3 what 
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what do you defign to do with all your other 
Compofitions, which are either finifli a, or want 
little of being ^3 ? Indeed you would very mugh 
wrong your own Glory, the Liberality of fc 
great a King^ and both France and haly^ ( whidi 
agree in the lame wiflies, or rather contend 
for the Honour of that high Reputation you 
have in the World ) if you fliould defer any 
longer to put them to the Prels. But above 
all remember, 1 befeech you, my Dear Csva- 
lievy what I have (6 often advis'd you to be- 
fore, to purge your AJonis from Smut> that he 
may not fear the fever iiy of our Cenfures of 
Jbal^y nor be expos'd to 'be put at laft to a 
more unfortunate Death by the Violence of 
thefe Blows^ than he fuffery by thole whidi 
you relate in your Poetical Fidions. Upon 
the whole Matter^ 1 am certain you will not 
be the Parricide of your own ProduAion. In 
the mean time^ we Iball enjoy the fwect and 
pleafing ftrains of your Mule. But why haVe 
you put after the Frontifpiece that long Letterj 
or rather Apology, to Achillini and PnH ? You 
have too much debas'd your own Virtue, and 
done too great honour to the Envy of your 
Enemies. The beft way to pwni(h Envy, is to 
delpife it J never did any Arrow hit the Heavens. 
When a Man has reach'd that high degree to 
which you are rais'd^ he ought little to iregard 
four or five felf conceited Men, who refufe ta 
joip their Applauie to the general Approl^doo 
of the Publick. Shew me one Perfon amot^ft 
all the great Men, both Ancient and Modern^ 
of what Profeffion foeyer, that in his Life time 
was not expos'd to Envy ? And firft aihong th» 

Pons, 
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Poets, leaving the AncientSj to mention only 
the Modern, with whom we ourleWes have been 
acquainted, have not Taffo and Guarini feic the 
Teeth of Malice andEnvy ^ And yet who remem- 
bers the biting Criticifms that have been made on 
their Poems, or rather, who is it that does not 
laugh at their Authors ? Now tho' thofe great 
Poets are Dead, yet their Fame is ftill Living. 
The fame has happened to all the great Men 
that have been famous in Learning, War^ or 
any other Profefli^n or Science. After all. Vis 
Pofterity that gives Life that Death tb the Me- 
mory of. Men ; •tis (he or paffes the true Sen- 
tencc) and we muft expeft it from that unex- 
ceptionable and incorruptible Judge. But enough 
of that matter in this place^ the reft you fhall 
have by Word of Mouth, i propole to ftay at 
Meltm all this Week, to enjoy ibme time longer 
this good Air^ and pleafant ieat. I have already 
been once at Fontainehleau, and will return thi- 
ther to morrow. To fpeak the Truch, *cis a 
great Houie, and worthy of fo great a King ; 
Or rather, there are feveral Houles joined toge- 
ther at different Times, and witliout any Order; 
all which form a vaft, ill-gontriv'J, and confus'd 
Pile of Building ; but that very Confufion is full 
ot Greatneft and Majefty. Its Situation is low, 
and ibmething difmal to the Eye, efpecialiy at 
this time of the Yelr, when the Counny isnot 
yet Green. FontaimbUau is in the middie of a 
great Foreft^ and the Houfe furrounded with le- 
veral Hills cover'd with Rocks, and which vield 
neither Fruit, nori any pleafant Profped. The 
Foreft is full of Stags ; and the Hunting ot this 
Game being the chief IXverfion of the Kings of 

D 4 France 
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Franc^^ that's the Reaibn why this Place, which 
IS little remarkable, of it felf, becomes (b 
conliderable from the ftay which hb Ma- 
jefty makes there, wth Co many other great 
Perfbns. However there are very fine Gardens ; 
and befides the firft Fountain which gave the 
Name to the Houfe^ there are (everal pthers 
which are a great Embelifliment to it. But why 
do you not take a Turn hither your Cdli You 
may come time enough yet to fee P&m0heikaM 
more than once before I return to Tdris. In 
the mean time, you'll lee by this long Letter, 
( which I write before I am perfedly well) how 
much Pleafure I take in enjoying your Conver- 
iation in Writing, fince I cannot do it by Word 
of Mouth. I conclude with wifliing you all the 

BlefGngs and SitisfaAion of this World 

... ' • 

Melutiy April tht 
7tb. 1620. 



LETTER Xrv. 

To the mofi ChrifiU^ KJ^g* 

SIR, 

GOD Almighty, 'tis Probable purposed, to 
Crown yoiir Majefty s Viftorics with that 
you lately gain'd in Beamy having conduced 
you into the Country, as it were^ with his own 
hand, to produce thofe happy and glorious Efleds, 
which we now behold. Your Majefty, by your 
Royal Prefence, has in oqe moment reftord 
God to his true Worfliip; the Altars to their 

former 
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former Honour; the Chnrgh to her ancient 
Rights and Revenues ; and the Country to its 
Liberty in Religion. And having made Piety 
to triumph^ your Majefty was alio willing that 
Juftice (hould do loat the • fame time; whidi 
prov'd ib great an Advantage to your Royal 
Authority^ that it may feem doubtful, which 
of the two went before ; either the Service with 
your Majefty has done to God Almighty on 
this Occafion^ or the Recompenle whicli God 
Almighty thought fit to beftow on your Ma- 
jefty ior it. 'Tis now plainly to be ieen, as 
in many other occurrences^ how much the In- 
tereft of the Church is combined with that of 
your Majefty ; and how much both always con- 
cur to promote and favour each other. Ttie 
univprial Joy which Taris^ and, the whole King- 
dom in general have felc at thefe important Sac* 
cefles Emboldens me to exprefi mine to yoar 
Majefty^ with all Dutiful Ktfy^Sty Tho' on the 
other fide, I am the more prompted to it by the 
Obligation incumbent on me to repreient at this 
very jundure to your Majefty^ the fatisfaAioa 
our Holy Father will receive by ir^ which 
undoubtedly muft be infinite and unexprel^ 
fible. I pray God to bleis your Majelly with 
a long Cpurie of Life, and that in proportion 
of the increaie of Years, he may alio augment 
yoi^r happy Sucpeffes. I remain with profound 
humility and Reipei^^ &c. 



PariSf OBok thg 
a6th. 1 629, 
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LETTER XV. 
To Pope Paul, V. 

YOur Holinefs was pleased , thro' your exceflSve 
Goodneis, to make me fhare your Graces 
from the very Beginning of your Pontificate j 
and to compleat your Favours^ have been wil- 
ling to contiaue the fame to me ever fincc 
That which I now receive with the Dignity of 
Cardinal is fb very great, that the more your 
Holinefs s Benevolence towards me appears in- 
finite, the more I am at a lofs to find Words 
to (hew my Gratitude. I muft therefore be con- 
tented with an humble and refpe&ful filence to 
acknowledge fo fignal a Benefit, whofe Great- 
nefi renders it impoffible to be expreft. How- 
ever^ I hope thro' God's Affiftance, to exercile 
this Dignity, with Ilo much Zeal for the holy 
Apoftolick See^ and {q great Devotion for your 
Holinefi, that you will have no occafion to re- 
pent, either the Favour you were gracioufly 
pleab'd to beftow on me, or the Honour you 
have by the fame means done to my Family. 
Now having been honoured with io great a 
Dignity^ I have ftill realbn to be Proud of be- 
ing rais'd to lb high a Degree by a Pope en- 
dowed with fuch eminent QiiaUties^ that he was 
dleem'd worthy of the Pontificate, a long time 
before he was advanc'd to it^ and who after- 
wards has brought new 31effings on the Church 
by his wile Adminiftration. To conclude, I with 
all humility Kifs your Holinefs's moft (acred Toe. 

JP^r/j, January^ 
thCjill.KJii. 
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EPIST. I. Lib. 11. 

iEIianusfc Calycas. He intercedis with m, 
hdij in 'Favour of her Lo^er. 

GIVE me leave^ Madam, to intercede with 
you on behalf of ray Friend Chsrjdemns. 
And all ye Powers of Eloquence affift me, to 
perfuade this cruel Fair . You know^ charm- 
ing Cafycas, how pailionately Cbsrjtkmus Loves 
you, and how fondly he cberiflies the pleafingj 
lingring Flame which confumes him to noth- 
ing : You lee he is -become the very PiAure 
of Death) and can make but a very (hort Itay 
here among the Living, unlels you vouchiafe 
to apply a prefenc Remedy to his Diftemper 

Heaven forbid lb Beautiful a Creature as 

as your ielf fhould ever have the crying Sin 
of Murder laid to her Charge ! I know you're 
angry with the Youth, becaule he formerly 
offended you j: but has he not fuffer'd enough 
for it fince i And can you in Confcience pu- 
nifli a trifling Fault as if it were a Capital Crime? 
Rather imitate the Goddefs of Love whom you 
reiemble as nearly as a mortal can approach a 
Deity : She carries Fires and Darts about her, 
but then (he's attended by the Graces. Thus, 
as your bright Eyes wound our Hearts, and 
kindle a Fire in our Breafts, fo let your kind 
Smiles, and gentle Graces cure the Wounds you 
make, and quench the Flames you kindle. Hi- 
therto, I have addreft my Ielf to you by Pe- 
ticion, now take what follows by way of Ad- 

vice 
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vice ■ \ I grant, 'tis a ufeful Policy in you 
Ladies, at the banning of an Amour^ to keep 
your Lovers at Arms-Length ; for by that means 
you both encreaie their Patfions, and preierve 
your Dominion over 'em. But if you ftrain this 
Trick too far, you 11 run the hazard of lofing 
your Admirers for good and all j for fbme Men 
rather than iee themfelves difdain'd, will pre- 
lently break off their . Chains, and of!er their 
fervices to a leis rigorous Miftrifi. You fhould 
remember that CuJU is an uniettled Deity, fbon 
come, !bon gone. Hope gives him Wings, but 
Defpair clips 'em ; and therefore all pruderit 
Women entertain their Lovers with fair Hopes. 
Now tho' abundance of Ladies have already 
Endeavoured to engage Cbaridemm, yet is he 
ftill conftant to you, and fwears no other Beauty 
fball ever captivate his Heart. 1 will allow you 
to treat DiiTemblers as ill as ever you can, 
but 1 conjure you bQ more gentle to a Sincere 
Lover. Be advis'd to be moderate in your 
Rigour : And as the laying is, bend not the Bow 
till it cracks again. Nay have a care left by 
being over-cunning, you gro\y ridiculoufly Proud; 
for Cupid alwaies loves to humble Pride——. 
The Favours a Woman grants are oftentimes 
compart to Fruit, which ferves to teach you 
that as Fruit is good for nothing unlets it be ga- 
thered in Seaibn, fo your Favours will not bs 
worth Accepting, unlefs you grant 'em while 
you are Young. For as moft Men love Women 
for the fake of their Beauty, lb their Paffions 
decreafe fo ibon as ever their MiftrilTes are paft 
their Prime. I will inftance in another Simile. 
A Woman may be compar'd to a Meadow, ena-, 

mell'cV 
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tneird with fine Flowers ; for what thefe are to 
the Meadow, the fame is Beauty to a Woman. 
Whilfl: the Field is verdant, the Flowers retain 
their lively Charms, but when the Spring of 
the Year is paft, the Meadow ceafes to Took 
Green, and the Flowers fade and die. The 
lame happens to a Woman: AfToon as her 
youthful! Days are over, her Beauty begins to 
decay, till at lad all her charms are quite 
extinft: And what then remains but Repen- 
tance, and a forc'd Reierve, whereby antiqua- 
ted Ladies fancy they fecure themlelves from 
Contempt. As Cupid admits none to Fight un- 
der his Banner, that are too young to bear the 
Fatigue, fo, for the fame Reafon, he disbands 
all that are old ; for lie thinks thofe only fie 
to ferve him, that are in their full Vigour, 
Strength) and Beauty. But why iboaid I ofe 
Arguments, to you, who are in all thele Matien 
wiier than my Klf. I'll add but one Word more : 
As you are the Faireft ofyourSex, fo let your 
Goodnefi equal your Beauty, that we may di< 
ftinguifti you by thofe two ftiining Charaders. 
Well, dear Madam, will you not fuffer your felf 

to be intrcated yet? Yes, you will I know 

your eafie, tradable Temper, I depend upon it, 
and jhall wait on you with my Friend Cbaride- 
nmsj he fliall acknowledge his Fault, and' hc% 
Pardon for ir, you will forgive him; and if you 
ctuilent to chufe me for your Mediator, I will 
make fuch a Treaty of Love and Fricndftiip be- 
tween you, as ihall render both you and hini 
happy, as long as you liv?. 

EPIST. 
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£ P I S T. XXVIL Lib. L 
Clearcbus to Amynandrus. 

Tuts comes to give you an accwnt of a fkafant 
Dialo^uey with which I was entertained lafi 
Night, As 1 was walking in the Piazza^ ohfefumg 
two Ladies ^ that fiood before their Door^ there hap* 
fmd to come bj a taring BeaUy humming a Song as 
be went along : My Dear, fays one of the Ladies to 
the other, puBing her by the SUevCy my Life orft, 
that tine Genclenun Sings upon your Account : 
For obferve how languifhingly he looks on you! 
Blels me ! how Handfom, how Tall ! how well 
Shap'd he is .' how liveetly he Quavers, hownicc- 
ly his Hair is Curl'd, For 'tis the Property of Love, 
to render thofe very People curious in their Drefi^ who 
0therwife would be meer Slovens ■ Well, rr- 

fh'd the othtry you may {jy what you pleafe of 
him, but for my Part, I vow by all that's Good, I 
dctert theFop^ let him be never lo Handlbm; 
for he is fo conceited of himfelf, that he fancies 
all Women muft ncceffarily be in Love with 
him, and Court him on account of his Beauty. 
See how proudly he toffes up his Nofe ; And 
with a Supercilious Frown, and afTeded Gra- 
vity leems to command the Admiration oi all 
that look upon him. /For my part, I hate a 
Lover that chinks himfelf in any thing more de- 
fer ving than his Miftrifi, But pre thee, my dear^ 

mind how I will make fport with him ^ 

There's a certain proud, conceited Fop, Conti* 
nued (he, that Loves me paflionately, and whom 

1 do not think worthy of my bare Smiles . 

He 



.'< 



He never itiilTes going to and fro every Night by 
our Door, flill plaguing me with his Serenades; 
but I alfufe you, I no more .mind him, than I 
would do a Ballad-finger. I wonder the Fool 
has the alTu ranee to play his Api(h amorous 
Tricks over and over to no more purpofe ; I pro-, 
teft I cannot but blufli for him. With tbefe and 
tla like Words jhe infulted over the Spark ; and tbt, 
wore to enrage him^ Jhe feign dj fiooping, to tie her 
fhoe, to have an eppbrtanitj of (hewing her frettf. 
litiU Foot ; and with the fame Artifice diftoven'^d 
tbofe Parts whieb are mofi potent to inffire Love^ as 
a lilly white Handj a/ntrwy Breafi, and /o forth. 
The youth nettled at her ffeech^ for jhe took care to 
whiff ^.r jo loud that (he might eafily he overheard : 
Well, cruel Fair, faii he, you are free to think 
and fpeak what you pleafe, but it moves not 
me in the leaft; for 'tis not me you mock, but 
Alitlighty Cupid, who Will certainly revenge the 
Affront, and pierce yofir fcornftil Breaft with 
fuch a Dart, that I hope to fee you proftrate 
h- at my Feet to beg me to take pity on you, and 

t ea(e your amorous Pain . At this the Lady 

huT^in^ out into a ft of Laughter^ and clapping 
both her Hands in Admiration^ with a fide ^ difdain-, 

ful leer repl/d , fure, 1 hope, I (hall never be 

fo unfortunate . But as for you, may yoU 

itill be fool'd by vain Conceits ; may you ftill 
admire your dear, pretty fclf ; may you Sing, 
Serenade, flutter about, and watch all the Night 
long to no purpofe i may you ftill be toft by 
your boifterous Paffion, and yet make no Pro- 
grefs in your Love- Voyage: In (hort, may you 
never receive any Favours from me, no, not fb' 
ttiiich as a touch of my little Finger^ or h^ve! 

E the 
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E P I S t. XI. Lib. II. 

From a young Mm who hv^i his Wife sni 
his Miftrifs equally at the feme time. 

ApoIIogenes to Soda. 

I'D fain put cliis Queftion to all Lovers one 
by one ; whether any of them ever lov'd 
two Perfons equally ac the {ametime^ Fortius 
is my cafe ; I Lived in a great Familiarity with 
a Woman of the Town, and to free iny ielf| 
as I thought, from this difhonourable Love^ I 

Married a lawful Wife ^. Now it fo hap« 

pens that my Paffion for my Miftrils is not 
in the leaft abated^ altho' I have an extraor- 
dinary Fondnefi for my Wife. For whenever 
I am in the Company of either, my inu^i- 
nation is prefently haunted by the remembrance 
of the ocher^ whafe bewitching Image^ like ^ 
bold Intruder^ comesto difturb my prefenr Ioy&^ 
I am juft for all the World like the Steerlman^ 
of a Ship driven at once by two contrary Winds^ 
the one from the Eaft, and *tother from die 
Weft J both thefe contftnd for the Maftery of the 
Ship J and raife oppofite Waves, whilft ftill the 
Veffel follows but one Cour fe ■*. CXi I hour 
happy were I^ if as thefe two Paffions converfe 
together in my Breaft, lb both my Wife and 
my Miftriis would live together without Jealouly. 

EPIST- 
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EPIST. XIL Lib. I. 
Euhemerus to Leucippus. 

He exeujes the Paffion he has for his Mi- 
fir if s^ ufon account of her extraordinary 
Charms. 

THe World is unjuft to cenfiire my Paffion 
for fjtbias. Let thoie who have feen 
the Beauties of the Eafiem Countries, or the cele- 
brated fine Women of Italy and Great Britain : 
in a Word, Let all the Adfmirers of the Fair 
Sex repair hither from all Parts of the Univerfe 
to view my charming Mifirifi : Then let them 
ipeak their Thoughts, and confefs they never 
beheld fo beautiful and fo admirable an Ob- 
jcfl:. What part foever of her Pcrfon you caft 
your Eyes upon^ you meet with a Beauty ; 
Every Feature in her Face, has an attradive 
Charm, and every Motion of her Body, a pe- 
culiar Grace . Whoever comes to fee her 

out of a Malicious Curiofity^ is ready to burft 
with Envy^ finding his Endeavours to dilcover 
a defeA in her Beauty miferably difappoin ted. 
For my part, I am wrapt up in Admiration 
when 1 TChold her fine Shape, her Majeftick 
Mien, her Noble Gate, and Graceful Air. Nay^ 
her very Feet raife my Wonder. For, you 
know, a handfbm Foot is not the leaft Charm 
of an Accomplifht Lady, and will Ibmerimes 
make an indifferent Beatity go down. « But I 
am no lefi enchanted by the Perfedions of 

. E J her 
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her Mind: For tho' my Pytbhsj preft by In- 
digence, was forc'd to grant her Favours upon 
Di I honourable TermSj yet did (he ftill retain 
her native Modefty, a Winning fweetnels of 
Temper, a lading Good-humour, free from any 
Cocquettilh Affcftation, and a Soul rais'd above 
the mcannels of her Condition, Over and above 
all this 1 am charm'd by her generous Inno- 
cence ; for if I bsftow on her never fo trifling 
a Giftj fhe alwaies receives it with abundance 
of Gratitude, contrary to the common PraAife 
of your greedy-Town Jilts, who will underva- 
lue your Prcfsnts, let them be never io con- 
fiderable •. Bldi in each other's Compa- 
ny, /he and I live together like a Pair of lov- 

in}^ 1 urtles . But here I fcould flop my 

Nai ration, for 'twere a Crime to difclote the 
delightful My fteries of Love- — «. Howevei* this 
I will venture to reveal, that ihe refifts only 
with a Defign to yield, and ftruggles no longer 
than is neceiTary to make me feel the PleaJuire 
bf Conqueft . Her Neck fends forth a Na- 
tural Fragancy infinitely beyond the Cbcuceft 
Odours, and her Breath is ib exquifiteiy Iweetj 
that when you fix a Kifs c^ her ipft I#ip(j 
you would Swear you were drinking out of a 
Cup ting'd with the moft delicate Perfumes. 
Oh ! How happy am I when in a long fleep- 
iefs Winter-Night, to fill the Intervals of more 
tranfporting Joys, I gently recline my head on 
her tender Bofom', and with repeated Kifles keep 
time with the Panting of her Breaft I From 
this it plainly appears that we find in a beau- 
tifiil Miltrifs a Thoufand Endearments, equal, in 
ibmc meafure to, the very Pleafure of Fruition : 

Whereof 
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Whereas a deform'd Woman yields none of 
thefe refined Delights. The difference, in my 
Opinion,bet wxt a deform'd Woman and a hand- 
fbm one, is much the lame as we may ob- 
lerve betwixt courfe Meats and made Difhes ; 
the firft prefently caufe Satiety, nay (bmetimes 
turn our very Stomachs; when the other both 
pleafe the Palate, fill the Belly, and excite our 
Appetite . 'Tis my dear Pythias that ren- 
ders my Days Happy and Serene, and makes 

my Life Aide away fmooth and eafy •. I 

have often heard a Song beginning with jib- 
finee is a cure for Love^ grounded I (uppofe up- 
on the common faying, Out of Sigkj out of 
Mind : Yet by all the Charms of my Pythias I 
iwear, that even when ablent, I Lov'd her to 
the highefl: Degree imaginable, 

/ fled frmn her but fled in "vain : 
Abfemcey which often chills defre^ 
Encrtasd my amorous fire^ 

And fared me back again. 

I thank my propitious Stars that never (ufFer'd 
me to forget my Dear, but brought me back 
again to her longing Arms> v^here 1 find a 
continual Succeflion di fre/h Delights. 



E 4 Epift- 
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< 
E P I S T. XXIII. Lib. I. 
Monochorus f Philocubus. 

t 

l(rom one who was unforiunatt both in Lpve 
and At TUy. 

CEale, my Dear Friend, ceafe to wonder 
at my Melancholy : For I am plagued 
with two Evils, either of which is (iifficient to 
make my Life Miferable. Know then, I dote 
on an expenfive. Extravagant MiftriG, and love 
Dice as paflionately, tho' I ftill lofe all I Play 
for, and, which is the height of ill-luck, 
to my very Rivals. For if I play with 'em 
either at Tables or at Hazard, my Head runs 
(b much upon Love, that either I make Blots 
when I could take Veints^ or miftake the mam 
and chance to my DiiadVantage, fo that I am 
a Bubble to thofe very People that under- 
itand Gaming worie than my lel£ If after- 
Wards Lvific my covetous Miitrifs, I am fure 
Co meet there with a more fhameful Defeat; 
for my Rivals grown Rich by my LoiTes, give 
more liberally than I can afford, and beat me 
with my own Weapons. Thus you fee what 
a wretched Condition I am reduc'd to, and 
how I am curft with two evils, which mu- 
tually edcreafe each other. 



LET- 



Arifidnetus\ Epiftles. r> 

LETTER., 

A Lady having granted her Lover an Af 
Jignation, and he not behaving himfelf 
like a Man^ fie fends him the following 
Letter. 



Done out </Pecronius, by Tho. Cheek Efq-y. 

IF I where very fond of loofe Deiires, I 
Ihould be angry at a Diiappointmenc ; but 
I am lb far from Complainings that I think 
myfelf oblig'd to your Infirmity. For by that 
meansj tho' I mifi of the Pleaiure I might rea- 
jbnably have evpe^^ed from you^ I have enjoy'd 
others by Imagination^ which have lafted much 
longer^ than any you could # have given me, 
had you behaved your lelf like another Man. 
I only lend to you now to know how you do^ 
and whether you were able to get home to 
your Lodging ? It is not without Reafbn I 
make this Enquiry^ for I never law you in 
lb wretched a Condition as that in which I 
left you. I adviie you to lettle your Affairs 
as loon as you can^ for it is impoffible that a 
Man with lb little Natural Heat (hould be able 
to fubfift any confiderable Time. I vow. Sir, 
you move my Compaffion^ and notwithftand- 
yig the Affront I have received from you, I 
cannot forbear giving you Ibme good Advice : 
If you would retrieve your expiring Vigour, 
avoid your Page; you may probably recover 

your 
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your Health, if you are Ibme time without fee- 
ing him, for certainly your Weaknefs proceeds 
from no other caufe. As for me, if my Look- 
ing- glafi, and the Opinion the World has of 
my Beauty don't bely me, I need not fear this 
Accident fliould be imputed to me. 



LETTER IL 

The GentUman^s Anftper. 



By the fame Hand. 



Iconfels, Madam^ I have been guilty of a 
great many Paults in my Life Time, for I 
am but a Man^ and indeed a very young Man ; 
but I never offended {6 enormoufly as I did 
laft Night. There's no excule to be made for'c ; 
and you cannot condemn me co fuffer more 
rigoroufly than I really delerve. I have Mur- 
der'd ; I have Betray'd ; I have committed Sa- 
criledge : And for all thefe Crimes you have 
no more to do but to invent Punifhments. If 
you would have my Life, my Sword is at your 
Service; if you think a good Whipping may 
iuffice, ril undrefs immediately^ and wait upon 
you in my Shirt. However, Madam^ be pleas'd 
to conlider, tliat it was a Defed: in my Power, 
and not in my Inclination. My Cafe is not 
unlike that of a Valiant Soldier^ who is ready 

to 
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to fight, but wants Ammunition when he fliould 
charge the Enemy. To tell you whence this 
proceeds, would be a very difficult Matter. 
Perhaps it was with me, as 'tis with thole who 
lofe their Stomachs, when they have too much 
Viduals iet before them. Or perhaps the force 
of Imagination overcame the force of Nature. 
This 'tiSj Madami to make a Man (b much 
in Love with you : A moderate Beauty would 
not have troubled the order of Nature^/^and 
would have been better fadsfied. Ad^eu, Ma- 
dam ; I have nothing more to fay x^ you, but 
this; that perhaps you will pardon me what 
is paft, if you give me an ojpportunity to do 
better for the time to come ; in order to tiiat 
I defire I may wait upon you to Morrow at th^ 
lame Hour I did Yefterday. 
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LETTER I. 

To Don Ignigo Ofreio; Acquainting him 
how little we know of the Good or Hdrm 
Attending us in this Life. 

Reverend Sir, 

C^Omelius Rufusy in the Confulfhip of Quintus 
J Cincinnatus^ding otic Night to JBed in good 
Health, Dreamt that he had loft his Sight^ 
and was led Blind about the City, which prov'd 
io very Ominous, that the next Day Morning 
he could not difcern any thing before him. 
Thai arts the Tbeban, having been long affli&ed 
with an Impoftume in his Lungs, hapned to 
be engag'd in a Battle, where receiving a Wound 
Ml his Breaft 3 his good Fortune ib ordered ic^ 
that he at once got rid of both Maladies. A/#- 
millus Bubulus King of the Hetrwrians^ being 
Shot thro^ his Cheek with an Arrow, which 
broke within him, by a fall from his Horie 
difcharg'd the Arrow-head at his Mouth, By 
thele Examples may be coUeded how little we 
know of what we ought to receive, or what we 
are to avoid, fince we find Cornelius Rufus loft 
his Sight by a Dream, Pbalaris the Tbeban was 
cur'd by a Wound, and King Mamillus by a 
Bruize. All things therefore of this Life have 
no more Good or Harm in 'cm than what 
happens in the Event ; in a manner that here 
on Earth we have nothing to hope for, nor 
any thing to defpair of. I have faid thus much 
Sir, CO Congratulate your Health and Recovery 

from 
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from your late Diftemper, for having had a 
quartan Ague for three Years, it ieems a little 
G^ief fuflic'd to drive it away. Upon this oc- 
cafion^ give me leave to affirm^ tiidc We have 
not what we requeft, nor confider what we 
would have in asmuch as we often (eek after 
that we (hould avoids and fly from what we 
ought to embrace. Among thofe excellent 
Precepts of Divine Vlato^ none was more to the 
purpole tkiZXithat we jhould n<ft Pray totbeGoJi 
cut of this or that Fancy^ but ratter eamefih iwh 
flore 'em to hejicw on us what hefi conpfied wkt 
their Heavenly Pleafures and our Benefit. The yews 
having for a long time been governed by Judges, 
at length requefted a King of God^ wliich wa< 
granted them^ tho' rather to comply with thdr 
Importunity, that his liking, whence it followed 
that they had better never have petitioned any 
iiich favour. But however it were, and what- 
ever befell them ; I return again to rejoyce with 
you for the happy riddance of your Agae, 
tho' I muft^ at the fame time, confeiS, I ne- 
ver before, heard from any Perfon, nor read 
in any Book, of any good ejBe&ed, either by 
Grief or Sorrow. Wherefore, Reverend Sir, 
give me leave to tell you, that if all Difeafes 
were to be cur'd like yours. Cares and Trou- 
bles would be in greater Requeft than both the. 
InJies. And moreover that if Sighs and Sobi 
were to become Market Comodities, many would 
grow Rich and Fortunate, who are now Poor 
and Contemptible, Sorrow being almoft as ani- 
verlal as the Air we Brearh, or the Spheres 
we furvey. As for my own part. III affure you, 
if Medicines could be extraded from Mistofr- 

tunes. 
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tunes, I have had (ufficienc to furnifh all the A- 
pothecarie's Shops in Spain. I have oblerv'd 
many in this World that have wanted Eyes^ Earsy 
Limbs, Bread and the like^ but never knew o\ 
any Man that could fay he had not Vexations 
and Perplexities to fpare, there being no Con- 
dition, fo very profperous wherein Money is not 
Ibmetimes wanting^ and Cares and Difappoint- 
ments always abounding.' If henceforward I 
fhould ever come to Vifit you while Sifk, I 
find I muft rather make it itiy bufineis to Tor^ 
ment than Comfort you, for where others would 
be content to purchale their Quiet at the .piice 
of Gold, you recover your health ( a much 
, greater Tr^aliire ) by being Plagu'd and Di(b- 
blig'd. But De hoc baSteniis Sufficit. In this Court 
there be many things to be talkM of in Secretj^ 
but few to be divulg'd by Writing/or Complaints 
muft be made in private when my Letters 
pals thro' too many bands to be well conftru'd.' 
No more but God alwais keep and prefer ve you, 
and give me Grace to ferve him. 

ToUddf the 5th of 
January J i3grD. 



K t E T- 
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LETTER II. 

To Don Lewis Gonzaga ; feverelj refrove^ 
ing him for not yeilding to his Requeji. 

IUnderftand,Sir, you were as forward to boaft 
of denying my Requeft, as I was backward 
to ask the Favour, and therefore I rauft tell you 
this cohduA of yours has rais'd no ordinary 
Debate between your Authority and my Judg- 
ment A Man that does barely ill^ is but (imply 
Wicked, when he that boafts of it to boot) is 
not without a Spirit of the Devil. As ic is 
the bufine^ of this Fiend to deceive, lb it is the 
nature of Vain, and froward People to be Ob- 
ftinate^ and therefore where it is in vain to give 
Councel^ it muft needs be the fame to Admi- 
nifter Corredion, for in fuch cales the Mind 
is always turn'd into partiality^ and all the 
Senfes re{olved into Fadion. I mention all this, 
not only on accout of your refufing to favotur 
my Friend, but alfb becaufe you could not 
vouchiafe to Anfwer my Letter, which is^ an 
Injury, rather to be felt than Publi(h*d, and 
which ought either to be thoroughly revenged or 
altogether diffembled. I am not much concerned 
that I entreated you, becaufe the Law of Na<> 
ture leaves Liberty for one Man to be beholden 
to another, and among Friends that Requeft 
ought not to be refused, where there is as much 
reafon for it to be granred as required; and 
wherein the greateft prejudice is commonly to 

the 
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the Receiver. As concerning the wrong I 
have received, I will not enforce it with Argu- 
ments, fince my Heart is not unarmed ' with 
Patience to fuftain it ; Efteeming it a thorough 
Proof of my Virtue to fufFerthe Injury, fince 
you made no ♦ Confcience to offer it. One 
of the things wherein Cajar fliew'd moft Cou- 
rage, was in ieeming belt pleas d when the Senate 
had deny'd him any favour, affirming there could 
be no greater Glory than to be refus'd when 
he was moft importunate j whereby he inti- 
mated that his Virtue of Seltdenial had more in- 
fluence over him than their Affronts. The 
Letter I lent you contained things neither un- 
meet^ to be requefted, nor worthy to be refus'd, 
per(wading you only to have greater jegard to 
my Friendfliip^ than my Friend's Affronts^ and 
this both bec4u(e of his Repentance and my 
Petition. The Man that is neither to be mov'd 
by Words, nor endin'd by Tears, muft needs 
be a very Tyrant, refufing even what Go4 holds 
acceptable from. Sinners. As it is Difbonour to 
Revenge^ it is highly reputable to Pardon, cho' 
thereican be no general rule for forgiving In- 
jurief, ibme being of that black dye, that the 
offence brings along with it a quality that can- 
not be pafsM by without committing a fliw 
Crime. But this Fault of my Friend's being noc^ 
of that dark hue, deferves bwath to be forgiven 
and forgot. Suffer your (elf to be fought to, 
fince even the greateft Princes are bound to hear 
Sutors. Withftand no Opportunities when tbe 
PartieV neceffity deferves to be Pitty'd, and fliC- 
dain not my Interpofmg, fince there can b5 
no greater Treafure than goodCouncel. Other- 

F 1 wife. 
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wife, if you be rigorous and obftinate, thrf 
you may " have many Neighbours, yet you will 
find but few Friends. So God Grant you what 
you defirc, and Defend you from what you 
have deferv'd. 

Ojfuna, the 6th. of 
March, 1519. 



I 



LETTER IIL 

To Don Pedro Bernardino; Confifiing fart- 
ly of Rebuke and partly of Ferfwajion. 

WHen another's Misfortune will not pre- 
vaif upon you, to Live equal to your con- 
dition, nor the experience of paft Calamities fenre 
you for a Warning^ I can (ee no fafety re- 
maining but what may be hop'd for in a Ship, 
which when toft by many Storms feeks her ie- 
curity where the Sea runs higheft. But, I fiip- 
pofe, being happy in Friends, you live alti^e- 
ther regardlefs of chance, not thinking your felf 
at all fubjecSt to that Sentence of Solomon, which 
fays, that that which the Evil Man fears jhall infal- 
libly happen unto him. By yours I underftand the 
ftare of your Perplexity, as likewife the proba- 
bility of your Peril, if prefent Policy be not 
apply'd, for which I am fo much the more 
concerned as our Friendfliip is ancient , and will 
be the more careful, as it may fortifie our early 
Alliance, two confiderations, which nothing^can 

fet- 
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fet afide ; our AHiance being fix'd in the Blood' 
and Friendfliip rooted in the Heart. In re- 
gard you are my Friend^ I wonder I have not 
hea rd from you all this while^ for when Friends 
are once divided, their next Office is to cora- 
municatb their Thoughts ; but ftill, calling to 
mind that Forgetfulnefi is a Svrest Error, I 
have long (ince hidafideallExpedation of hear- 
ing from you, efpeciaHy fince I underltood you 
have wholly Dedicated your lei f to Sanduarys, 
Churchyards and Churches of Refage, where I 
prelume you have eftablifli'd your Statfon, not 
to much out of Devotion^ or Remorle^ as to give 
the better colour to fbme Tranlgreffion or 
Wrong. B3 affur'd Sir, that to offend God 
and difobey Juftice^ is Crime (b well deferv- 
ing Punifliment, that tho' it do not happen to 
fall on the Perfon of the Offender, yet will 
it not fail to be redoubled on Ibme . of his PoC- 
terity ; God Almighty always proportioning his 
Vengeance to his Delays, in expedation of Re- 
pentance. I would fain have you iatisfy me, 
if it be ill done, to prejudice your Neighbour, 
why IS it your Praftife it ? And if it be a Virtue 
to make Reftitution, why do you not do it ? 
For my part I efteem it neither Honour nor 
Coura;ge to fly the face of Juftice, nor can I 
doubt* but at this JunAure you ftand in need 
both of Councel and Relief. As to Councel^ I 
defire you to believe, that of all your Friends, 
I am the leaft capable, and for Relief, as I am 
a Religious Perfon, one of the moft Charitable, 
yet what I can be ftppos'd to fpire, will only 
extend to fhew my Good-will, without being 
able to do you any great Service As to yours 

F 5 Affiir. 
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Affairs, I Advife you to withdraw from where 
you are, and come towards us, by which means 
you will be fareher off your Enemies and nearer 
your Friends, {o that you may have an op- 
portunity to be known to your Judges, and for- 
got by your Adverfaries. There is no Love, 
which time will not waft, nor Hatred, but it 
will con dude, they being always accompany'd 
with Oblivion both towards an Enemy and a 
Friend. By your Importunities for me to Solicit 
your Caufe, you feem to quettion my Friend- 
ship, which obliges me to tell you that from 
the beginning, my Diligence hds all along ex- 
ceeded your Merit, fo that I could wifh either 
your conditions were better tempered, or your 
occafions to trouble melels frequent. You ought 
not to be Ignorant, that there is a Mean in all 
things except Friendfhip, wherein you are either 
altogether,toforlake or wholly to confide Among 
true Friends; nothing ought to be rejeded, 
nor any thing to be fufpeded, and tho* it be 
not confifting with Policy, not to doubt of one's 
Enemy, yet ought we to be fo fincere towards 
our Friend, as to truft him with all wek now, And 
be guided by him in all we do. Let thisfuffice 
at prefent to convince you of my Truth, as I 
have no other defigns but your Advantage. God 
blefi you, and give me Grace to Serve him. 



ValladoHd, May 
the 31ft. 152$. 



LET- 
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LETTER I\r. 

To the Emferour Charles V. Cop^ratuUt* 
ing his Viitorj^ and taking the Kjng of 
FvsLtlcc Pri/oner. Liketpije enclining his 
ImPisrial Majefty to Mercy towards the Spa- 
niih Rebels. ^ 

Imperialy Catholic^, and Sacred^ Sir, 

Solon of Salamis, in his Laws, commanded the 
Athenians^ that whenever they gain'd any 
Battle they (hould forthwith offer up Sacrifice 
to their Gods, and reward their Soldiers plenti- 
fully ^ and this that the one might not be 
wanting co influence their Vidtorys, and the 
other to procure 'em. Plutarch feys^ that when 
the Grecians became Conquerors at the Batcle of 
Marathon , they inftantly fent io vaft a quanti- 
ty of Plate to the Temple of Diana at Ephefus^ 
that it was very much to be que^n d whether 
the like were left behind in alf jGr/ecrf. When 
CamiUus had overcome the Hetrurians and ^ol- 
fcianSj both mortal Enemies to the Romans^ the 
Women agreed to fend all their Gold and Silver 
to the Oracle of Jpollo^ without relerving the 
leaft part to themlelves. The famous Scipio 
having worfted his powerful Antagonifl: Mitbri^ 
datesy was fo over joy'd that he not only ofFer'd 
all the Spoils to the God Aiars^ but alfo Sacri- 
fic'd to him a Vial of his own Blood. The 
renowned and g^reat Commander of the Jews^ 
Jeptbe made a lolemn Vow, if he returned Vic- 
torious, to oifer upto God the hi fl Creature chat 

F 4 came 
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came to meet him after his Vidory, and which 
he performed tho' it hapned to be his only and 
beloved Daughter. From thefe examples^Sir, may 
be gathered what great Acknowledgments Kings 
and Princes owe to the Almighty^ for the Fa- 
vour and Triumphs beftow'd upon 'em; for 
tl]o' it be in their power to begin a War, yet 
is ir not to be fecure of V^iftory* Nothing fo 
much provokes God as Ingratitude for bene- 
fits received, and this becaule where Men require 
an adequate Return, He expeds only an Ac- 
knowledgment. Princes are to be riiore than 
ordinary cautious how they receive the favours 
of Heaven/ for Ingratitude in that cafe often- 
times renders Men incapable of a future Mercy. * 
Neither will God Affift ; nor do Men care to 
Serve an Ungrateful and Forgetful Prince. I 
fay all this, Dread Sir^ on occcafion of your late 
ViAory near Pavia^ wherein Fr^iwrw. King of 
France^ was taken and brought Pri loner in his 
own Galleys to S^ain. An accident ib great, 
News io ftrange, a Vidory fo rare, and fuccels 
fo complear^ asfurprizes all the World, and at 
the i'ame time lays an Indifpenfible Obligati- 
on on your Majefty^ to be thankful to God for 
your Succe(s, and grateful to your Soldiers for 
their Diligence. By this, Sir, you may perceive 
nothing is fo much the paftime of Fortune as 
the event of War j fincethe King of Fr^we was 
nor only aflifting in Perfon, but had al(b all 
the Potentates of Italy on his fide, yet loft he 
the Battle , was him(elt taken, and had his chief 
Nobility there Slain. Your (acred Majefty would 
tommic no common error to attribute your Con- 
qeuft either to your Conduft^ your Power, or 
': ' - . your 
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your Fortune, fmce fo heroick an AAio^ and 
glorious an Exploit^ could not be within any 
humane reach, but no doubt proceeded from 
Divine help, (^uid reiribuam Domino pro omnibm 
qua tribuit mibij cry'd David^ who tho* a King, 
Sainc and Prophet^, and made after his Ma- 
ker's own Hearty knew not what to return to 
God for fo many favours fhower d down upon 
him. What then fhall we Wretches do i We 
who have not only nothing to fay, but alfo 
nothing to give. Alals ! we are good for fo 
little^ can do fo little^ are worth fo little, and 
have fo little^ that unlefs God Almighty gives 
us firft, we cannot have wherewithal to give 
him* What God can give is his Grace to Serve, 
and no liberty to Offend him. I will not ad- 
vife you like the Romans^ to offer up rich Jew- 
ells, like the Grecians to give Gold and Silver, 
like Sylla your own Blood, nor like Jeube your 
only Child; but only to make an Oblation 
of the Difobedience and Rebellion of the Q)m- 
rnoncrs* of CaftiUy ; for no Sacifice whatever is 
fo acceptable to God, as for a Man to forgive 
his Enemies, and be grateful to his Friends. 
The Jewels we might offer to God, come out 
of our Cabinets ; the Gold out of our Cpflfers; 
the Blood out of our Veins; but the forgive- 
neis of Injuries proceeds from our very Souls, 
where they before lay Raking, Tormenting, and 
Gnawing us, psrfuading our Reafon to DifTera- 
ble, and Heart to take Revenge. I look upon 
it muchlafer for Princes to be belov'd for their 
Mercy, than fear'd for their Juftice: For as 
Plato was wont to fay, a Man that is fear'd bf 
many^ mnfi likewife be afraid of many. Of thoie 

^ that 
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that ib Undutifiilly offended yoariacred Ma- 
jefty in the late Commotions^ ibme are Dead, 
others Baniih'd^ Ibme Fled and others AUcon- 
ded ; therefore it is but reaibnable^ moft Serene 
Prince^ that upon the occafion offo glorious a * 
ViAory^ they whof ematn living, (hold have ra- 
ther caufe to Magnifie your Clemency ,than com- 
plain of your Severity. The Wives of theft 
unhappy Men are Miferable, their Daughters 
in the way to ruin. Sons Fatherlefs, and Kin- ' 
dred Difgrac'd ; therefore the Mercy which is 
/hewn to few, will hereby be extended to ma- 
ny. There is no condition in the World io 
exalted, in which it is not fafer to put up an 
In jury 3 than relent it, for it very often hap- 
pens that ^ Man feeking a Revenge upon a- 
nother, utterly ruins himfelf. Jklim Cafar's E- 
nemies rather envy'd his Glory in pardoning . 
Tomfe/s Followers, than bis Honour in fiibduing 
them ; it being reckoned as the greateft Com- 
mendation of this Emperour, That be never 
forgot aiTf Service done him, nor rememberd mty In- 
jury offered him. There were two Emperoursin 
Romoj not more unlike in their Names than 
Natures, one whereof was Nero the Cruel, and 
the other Antoninus the Pious, the (irft making 
it his bufinefs to Execute or Murder, where ' 
the other was accuftom'd to Indulge and For- 
give. Tho' a Prince be Extrav^ant in Gam- 
ing, Niggardly in Rewarding, Extravagant in 
Talking, CareleG in Governing^ Arbitrary in^ 
Sentencing, Lend of Life, Immoderate in Eat- 
ing, atid Intemperate in Drinking, we lay only 
that he is a vicious or a bad Man ; but if he 
be Cruel and Revengeful^ all term him Tyrant^ 

for 
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for as Vlidarcb (aysi a Mm is n$t tobt fo cdlPd 
for what be tall(€sfr&m m, but for what bi Joes to 
us. Now-becau|b^ as Ctli^ems iays^ Vrinces muft 
he ferfuaded but to few tbings^ and tbofe mcejjarih 
to be good msd deliver d ia good terms. I rauft 
conclude my Letter with chi# Maxim) Tb^ Tietf 
and Mercy always caufe Vrinees to be forgjmets 1^ 
Gody and Belavd by Men. The Almighty ever 
Preferve your Imperial Majefty^ and grant you 
a long and Prolperous Reign. 

ValladolU the 5tfa. 
December. 1524. 



LETTER V. 

, The Author to his Sifier^ refiding at Court ; 
InftruSiing her bow to behave herfelf 
there \ and fartly f^tisfying her Requelf 
under a (bort defer if tion of Love, 

Dear Sifier^ 

COn(idering, together with the Nature of the 
Place you live in, the Qjiality of my Af-^ 
fedion tbwards you; I doubt whether I had 
better to uie Plainnefs according to good Mean- 
ing or Diifemble according to Cufiom, and 
fo^ one way, leave you better fatisfy'd, tho', 
jl^on the other, I am lefi contented ; I being 
naturally unable to forbear Intruding you^ 
and yet the Court will not give you leave to 
relifli my Inftnidions. But, as I am your 
Brother, I think my felf oblig'd to ufe my Au- 
thority 
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chority ; and tho' I may noc happen to writ to 
your mincL yec am I notwithftanding reibi- 
v'd to Periwade you and Acquit my felf, thd* 
my bufineC be rather to direA Confciences than 
Advife in Affairs of Love. Where you writ, 
that he who prefSbted your laft Jewels was 
both your Lover and your Friend ; 1 muft needs 
rake the liberty to queftion it^ there being no 
common Difference between one that profef- 
ies himfelf a Lover, and one that approves him- 
felf a Friend ; for a true Friend will always 
Love, where a Lover may not, in like manner, 
continue his Friendfhip. This^ no doubt, has 
been experienced by many of you Ladies about 
Court, who n)ay all have had S[&rks to (erve^ 
Gallant and Court you, yec who, neverthe- 
lefs, more like Lovers than Friends, have inten- 
ded nothing but their own private Satisfadions 
and to gratify their (ecret Wifhes, being no 
doubt as far from thoughts of Marriage as 
they were from inclinations to Virtue, and ib 
oftentimes procured both Diflionour to their 
Miftrels, and fhameto themfelves. One of thele, 
I fear, was he that prefented your laft Jewel, 
as you may quickly difcern when you (hall 
find how much his Performance will fall fliort 
of his Promife, for Lovers, like Fowlers, only 
jag the Birds with pleafing Notes, the better to 
decoy them under their Nets. Confider, there- 
fore where you are and whence you Defcend, 
the Court always affording liberty to do amiis, 
but feldom allowing opportunities to do Good ; 
wherefore, if you do not ftriftly adhere to the 
Virtues of your Anceftors, you will find your 
felf often fubjeft to flip. I have often Infinu- 

ated. 
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atcd, that if Devotion and Confcience lead 
Ibmc Women to Religion, Virtue arid Re- 
putation raife more to Preferment^ therefore, 
I advife you, not to prelume upon your Beauty^ 
nor value your (elf too much upon your Race, 
for at Court where one makes Love to your 
Perfbn, fifty will make it th? ir bufinels to pry 
into your Life : Since Beauty without Virtue, 
and Delcent without Reputation, is no better 
than a flourifhing green Tree, that brings forth 
bitter or no Fruit. 

You, and the other Ladies, your Compani- 
ons, would needs know of mc, what Love is, 
wherein it confifts, and what are the beft figns 
and tokens of its fincerity ? And this, you fay, 
becaufe you efteem me both a Scholar and 
an old Courtier. Truly, in my Opinion, this 
Office is more proper for your felves than mc, 
your Eyes enclining Men to Serve, Solh'cit and 
Love you, and therefore methinks, your bufi- 
neis (hould be to defcribe Love, and mine to 
Inform ye v/hat Sorrow is ; my Employment' 
being to Weep, Faft and Pray, whpre yours is 
to Dance, Sing and Trifle. Neverthelefe, fince 
you fo earneftly defire it, as I have given a 
fhort account of Friendfhip, I will alfo not 
grudge you the like Defcription of Love j and. 
this not only to Inftrud, but alfo Warn, and 
Advife you, in this Paffion, to aft rather like 
a Chriftian, than Courtier. 

I Recommend to you firft, to be Wile in 
your Words, Difcreet in your Anions, Secret 
in your Thoughts, Particular in your Friend- 
ftiips, Modeit in your Demeanour, and, above 
all, 10 follow the Dilates of your Confcience and 

^ ' Vir^ 
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Virtues. Take care that you be not light in your 
Looksj Vain in your Life, lavilh in your Speech^ 
nor a Scoffer at our Sex ; for with (iich Ladies, 
Men may often think fit to converle, but iel- 
dom or never care to Marry 'em : So that the 
beft Dowry to advance a young Lady's Fortune 
is^ where (he brings Mtidnefs in her Counte- 
nance^ Wifdom on her Tongue, Modefty in her 
Behaviour, and a good Name throughout the 
the whole Courie of her life. But to come to 
our purpofe ; I know it is an Opinion amongft 
you Ladies that Love^ and to be a Lover con- 
fills only in gay Apparel, being Penfive, Paffi- 
onate, Impertinent in AddreiTes and Frivolous 
in Speeches, Things no lefi vain and light than 
diftant from the true Property of Love, iinoe 
the Qiialities of that Paffion are to fupply force in 
thoie that want it, and to confirm it farther 
in luch as have it. To the Heavy it gives 
Quickneis of Spirit, and to Cowards Courage 
and Bravery. The Covetous Man it makes 
Liberal and Generous, and fets open the Pnrfi 
of the Niggard ; infbmuch that wherever it 
takes the leaft Poffcflion, it fuffers neither Im- 
perfection nor Indecorum to Inhabite, but im- 
mediately lifts up our Thoughts to Power and 
great Adions, and DepreiTes and Diicourages 
what was before mean and ami is in us. Where 
we cafl: our Eyes upon any objed, there is dif- 
ference betwixt bare Praifing and Loving ; for 
we may commend what we don't like, but 
what we Love we immediately treafiire up in 
our Hearts, Plant in our Wills and bring forth 
the Fruit of upon all occafions. Love is befl 
known to the Heart which only feels what it 
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approves or Diflikes, Favours or Slights, SuC 
pcds or Trufts. To InftruA you in the 
Symptoms of Love, you muft oblerve the part- 
ing of Lovers: which if fincere, will appear to 
be no lels Torment than to divide one Heart 
into two halves. You (ball likewiie know true 
Love by its engaging its Votaries to great Ac- 
tions and Encouraging daring Attempts. He 
that Loves truly never ftays to be commanded; 
but thinks to Merit the more by Prevention. 
He ofiers no excule, but is immediately difpos'd 
to Execute. He is not required to be liberal^ 
but only Endeavours to be Acceptable. He 
fiifpeAs not his Miftreisy but takes all in good 
part. Believes no report in her prejudice3 buc 
is always wellafiur'dof her Virtue* He is not 
over-importunate> but entertains Hope and Pa- 
tience for his chief Familiars. If (be encline 
but to like him^ he immediatety adds Wings to 
his Af{eAion^ and makes her the very Idol of 
all his Thoughts and Wiflies ; nay lives Co en- 
tirely dedicated to her Devotion, that his chief- 
en: care is to pleaic) Fear to Offend, De(ire to 
lufier, and Caution to difclole any Favour 
granted him. Moreover in Loving much, he 
thinks nothing too good to part with^ for being 
outbid by another^ he imagines he has noth- 
ing left of his own. In like manner a True 
Lover muft be circumlped in his Conduft, 
Efteeming it no ordinary Happineis^ to have 
his Thoughts and Delights to himfelf. He would 
do well likewiie to appear bafhful^ the better 
to blind the Eyes of Spies. Alio where true 
Love is found. Injuries muft be bom with Pa- 
tience and Affronts with Relblution^ is being 
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bafe to return any Difhonour to an Objed in 
the leaft belov'd, for in fuch ca(e^ mildnefs is 
the bed: Advocate, and Silence the fureft So- 
licitor, the Trumpet of Love^ not being the 
Tongue which Speaks, btit the Heart that Sighs 
and Heaves. As the Tongue is reftrain'd from 
Talking, but not the Heart from Loving^ fo I 
efteeni it better to Love with Sincerity, than, 
Delude with Flattery ; fince the one is a Vertue, 
which brings its Reward along with it, when 
the other, being a Vice, is fure of its Puniih* 
ment. Thus, good Sifter^ if any of your Sparte 
hereupon conclude me a Lover for having writ- 
ten fo feelingly of that Paffion, you may ac- 
quaint 'em, that, being once a Member of the 
World, I behavM my felf accordingly, and might 
have fo continued, had not Religion and Philo- 
Ibphy taught me i better LelTon 

No more, but God endue you always witff 
his Divine Grace. 

'Medina, Feb, the 
5th. 1529. 
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LETTER VL 

To Alonfb Suarez; In Jnfwer to a con^ 
graiuUtorj Efifile fent the Author ufon 
his Promotion to s Bi/boprick. 

SIR, 

YOurs I received here in Ocana^ which 
I had prefently known, without either 
Hand o r Seal to dired mc ; your reafbns be- 
ing every where lb copious and expreffions {(^ 
concife. Your Letters are always To very en- 
tertaining, that I never ceafe Reading 'em with- 
out the greateft Di(content, and that becaufe 
I cannot there fail to meet with both a win- 
ning Eloquence and a Surprizing Gallantry; 
In three things a Man diftinguifhes himfelf^ 
which are, by bridling his Anger, Governing 
his Family and Writing a Letter. The moft 
famous £fi/?o/«serj of the Antients were Tlato^ 
TbalariSf Cicero and Seneca all who have come 
far fliort of you in ray Efteem, there being fome 
thing fo exceedingly engaging in your Lines, 
that not onlypleafes, but alforailes the higheft 
Veneration- But to pafs by all farther Encomi- 
ttmsy I muft acquaint you that the Horfe you 
lent I have refus'd, tho', at the fame time, I 
heartily accept your good Will, and this not 
that he was unworthy, but rather becaufe I 
am curicus,relerving fuch as you to give me gcod 
Councel, where any body elfe may ferve to 
relieve my Wants. Being in Salary for 16 ma- 
many Offices, how can you wifli me well if 
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you would have me to have more Wealth I 
Where Riches abound, for the moft part, Vir- 
tue is an utter Stranger, therefore the Wife will 
be contented with little, where Fools won't be 
fatisfy d with Plenty ; infbmuch that from Saper- 
abundance they commonly degenerate into 
the extreameft Want. It is a great trouble to 
the Poor Man to (iipply his Neceffities, buta- 
much greater to the Rich to keep up his Super- 
fluitys^ and this becaufe, tho' in r^ng bis Eftate 
he was all alone^ yet in enjoying ic^ he will 
have but too much Company. Another Mi{^ 
cheif attending 'Wealth, is that where a Man 
riles in Authoricy, he commonly encreafes in 
Neceflity, for then his Bu(inels will not be {o 
much to maintain his Family, as to Support his 
Luxury. Altho* every Man be oblig'd to pro- 
vide againfl: Want ; yet is he neverthelefi to take 
care that he do not diflraA himlelf with over- 
abundance, fince doubtlels many would not lb 
exceed in Vice, did they not io much abound 
in Wealth, I neither commend nor approve 
Neglefting neceffary Subfiftence to undergo 
this milerable Life; becaule a wanting Mam 
can fcarce ever have too great Content : Ne- 
verthelefi , in my Opinion , God Almighty 
befriends him moft to whom he allows a Com-* 
petency, and delivers from a Neceflity, to the 
end he might neither want wherewithal! to iiif- 
fice nor have fufficient to ruin him. 

I have been varioufly Inform'd of the Plca- 
fure you conceived and the many Rewards you 
gave the Meffenger that brought you news of 
my Ele<aion, but, at the fame time, where I 
cordially accept your Kindnefs, I can by no 
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means correfpond with your Joy, for if you 
knew, as well as I, what is required to dif 
charge the Cure of Souls, you would rather 
be forry for my Inliifficiency than rejoyc'd at 
my Advancement. Believe me, Sir, the Art of 
Governing a Common- wealthy and much more a 
Church,, tho' fought after by many, yet is ra- 
rely attain'd to, but by few. He that Governs 
muft be learn'dto know what he does^ Wife 
to find out how he is to do it, Diicreet to 
wait a fitting opportunity, Juft, that he may 
not fear being brought to Account, and laftiy 
Patient to amend what he does amifs, other- 
wife he may both Injure himfelf and endan- 
ger the Common-wealth befides. lllafTureyou 
Sir, I am already fo apprehenfive of the fatigue 
of a Bifhop's Office, that as I have determined 
it withReafbn, could I but refign it with Opi- 
nion, I would as willingly refufe the Offer as 
(bme others would gladly Accept it ; and this 
becaufe I am naturally more enclin'd to 
the fweet^ of Philolbphy than Perplexitys of 
Policy. But all this while I may well feem 
to write againft my felf fince mofl Worldlings, 
fuch as I, employ themfelves more in fearch 
after Superfluity than Mediocrity, and therein 
may well be faid to' have a greater regard to 
rheir Fancies than their Judgments. There are 
many in this World to whom, even ofc the 
little they have, there would yet remain forae- 
thing, had they no bpdy to content but them- 
[elves ; but their inclinations leading them more 
[Irongly to fatisfy what may be faid of 'em, 
:han to do what ought to be done by 'em> 
Kither the Inheritance of their Fathers; nor 
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thr*. AfUflancc of their Friends can a whit 
Ihffici their Prodigaliry. Very Dangerous^ 
TiTublefom and cha»^geable is the Condition of 
a great Man ; for tho' he got his Eftace only 
hinililf, ver he muft neverthclefs fhare it with 
mmy. N.iy I can hardly forbear terming him 
a ValTal and Tributary, fince of all he pofieffeSj 
he enjoys but th^ 1^:^(1 Part himiclf. The good 
Emperour Marcui Aurelius, writting to a Friend 
of his, has thcle Words. 7 wchU bavtyom U 
knew, wy Dear Friend Pollio^ that if is often am- 
'venient for a Man to do what he wculd mt^ 
but never what he ought not^ for to make War up- 
on Men is (ometimes Glory^ when to contend with 
Reafon is always Foil], There be many in the World ' 
Wifcy but more the contrary ^ yet ^ill the griatefi 
Fool will be He, who having it in his power to bt 
quiet at home^ does nothing but hunt after Plagues 
and D'i(lurbances abroad. Who will not be apt t9 
think an Errperour of Rome the, happ^efi Terfou 
in the Univerfe ? But, at the fame time confidering 
the Cres and Snares of a Crcwn, who would not 
wifely prefer a Private Life before it ? And noWj 
my good Friend Pollio, becaufe thou art fo near and 
dear to w?, / wdl debate my Condition with thety 
and that not fo much to gratify thy Riquefi^ as ti 
eafe my filf by cemmnmcating my Fortune. This 
was my Cafe. The Emperour Antoninus Pius 
adopting me for his Son^ gave me his Daughter 
in Marriage^ and for Dowry declared me bis Heir% 
two things very Honourable^ tho* not a little troubk- 
ji.m \ his Empire being difficult to Govern^ and mj 
Wife not eafy to Pleafe. I would not Have ttie 
vender fo much at what 1 now writCy as that I 
have been able to ErJ-ire Jo this long^ the Burden ef 
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a Kingdom, jhorteniffg my Lift and the Freedom of 
my Fauftina, diminishing my Hoffour ; for fiie he- 
ing Daughter of an Emferour^ and Wife likewife, 
and moreover Rich,Powerful and Beautiful, makes ufe 
of her Liberty^ not as jhe ought ^ hfit as flje lifts ; yet ft ill 
the worft is that jhe can never be reform d with- 
out the extreameff Prejudice to my Honour ; fo that 
Conjidering the Ufe 1 lead^ and the Wife I live with, I 
had much better have been a Plowman than Emferour ; 
for where there is little Land, that cannot h^, turned 
up, there are few Men that care to he Evjlavd by 
that Sex. I was never better Servd than when I 
had but one Page^ except when I had none, bnt 
now that 1 am an Emferour, tbo^ many call me 
Lord, I am rather a Servant to all, infomuch that 
if they pretend to obey me, I am likewife obligd 
to maintain them. Tou muft know, my good Friend 
Pollio, that the difference between what I am and 
what I wasy is, that then being a Philofophcr, I was 
always at reft, but now I am an Emperour, am 
feldom or never at quiet: Nay more have forgot 
what I knew and negleHed what I ought mcft to 
Value my felf upon. When 1 was a private M,:n 
all fixt their Eyes upon me^ but now I am an Em* 
ptstour, moft employ their Tongues againft me^ fo ts>at 
there will never want fome thing fo fay of great 
People, nor ajmucb topanijhin Inferiours, AH this, 
good PoUio^ / have thought fit to debate with thee, 
that thou mayefi envy what I was, and Pity what I 
am, having now no time to converfe amonvft tboje I 
was Bred with^ nor leifure to enjoy the h^owkJge I 
then acqnirdy the Affairs of the Kingdom tranfport- 
ing me into Thoughts and Heavinejs, and the V^^aries 
of my Wife having me as many troubles of C^nfci- 
ence. 
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Thus, Sir, you have your Congratulatory 
Letter AnlWer'dby Marcus Aurtlius^ frbm whom 
you may colled, that it is much fafer for a 
Perfon of Learning and Religion, to cxercifc 
himfelt in Study and Contemplation, than to 
Aipire after Government and Command. No 
more, but God keep you^i and give me Grace 
to Serve him. 

Qcana^ the 4th. of 
December^ I53i- 



X E T T E R VIL 

To Mofes Ruben of Valencia, who was 
in Love in his old Age. 

SiRy 

THE /^sb. of Augufl^ I read a Letter of yours 
here in Madrid^ but the hand bdng (ome- 
what wild, and the Nime much blotted, I 
proceft to you on the word of an honeft Man, 
I could not for a long whiie either read or i ma- 
gin, who 'twas writ f i om j for altho' while I 
was Inquificor at Valencia, we were very well 
acquainted, yet ic is now an Age fince we 
iiave feen each other. But at length, having 
rubb'd up ray Memory and perus*d it over and 
over, I bethought my felf it might come from 
hiy old Neighbour Mojes Ruhen^ I mean the 
Amorous old Gentleman of Valencia. When 
we us'd to play at Draughts together at my 
Lodgings, 1 remember that not underftandiiig 

the 



.. "*^- 



Don Antonio de Guevard^s Letters. 85 

the Game well, you would needs give me ^ 
Man, but at the lame time^ I have not forgot 
you would never let me fee your Miftrels. I 
remember on the Mountains of E/p^Jan, in the 
Rencounter we had there with the Aio^Sy I came 
off Wounded and you with a broken Head, yet 
we could neither find Surgeon to drefs us,nor ib- 
much as a Rag to bind up our Wounds. I re- 
member that both of us going to wait on the 
King of Frame at Requena^ when we came to 
Siete Aguas I complained that I had nothing to 
Eat, and you, that you had no Lodging j where- 
upon I received you immediately into my Room, 
and you went out in queft of Provifions. 1 re- 
member, when the Emperor commanded me to 
ToleJoy you gave me a letter tor the Secretary 
Vriasj concerning a Eufinefs which I did not 
only ipeak to him about^ but alfb got fpeedi!y 
difpatch'd. I remember that you quarrelling 
once with your Wives Chaplain in my prefence, 
and he iaying jou fhould not abnfe him, for he had 
the cure of Souls ^ you aiifwei'd, he waf no Vrieft^ 
but a Sot dnd a Madman. 1 remember wlien we 
were at Xatii/a^ I advis'd ard preia'd you to caII 
off the Love of you know who, bccaule it vv.is 
both Troublelbm, Dangerous and Coftly. Af- 
terwards I remember you told me at Alzira wiih 
Sighs and Tears, that you could by no means 
remove it from your Heart : Whereupon I a- 
gain demonftrated it was not an Amom (it for 
you to Entertain. I remember we aftcrw^^nls 
met at Torrs-Teorres^ where 1 ask'd you what bad 
been the event of youY Love; and you 3nfwc/d, 
not only infinite Trouble^ hut exceeding Sorronf, for that 
you bad been tVounded^ Enragd, Imposed ufon^ Sb^m d 

G 4 and 



S4 Don Jntonio de GuevarAS Letters. 

and Striptj and all en account ef that Vafj^i I 
remember many other paffages whilft we were 
Neighbours in Valencia^ which tho' they might 
afford matter of difcourle, are yet by no means 
proper to be written. By your laft you let mc 
underftand you are again fallen in Love, and 
that (ince I guefs'd fo truly at the fequel of your 
former Amours, you now defire I would give 
you my opinion of thele ; being, it feems, affurM, 
that I am better able than another to apply 
Balm^ and heal your Wound. Truly, Sir, i wilh 
with all my Heart your Letter had been about 
fomething of another Nature, for to deal in- 
genuoufly, I muft tell you, it is neither proper 
for your Age to ask Advice in affairs of LovCj 
nor confiding with my ProfeflSon to grant; 
it. With Men of my Fundion, you ought ra- 
ther to Confiilt Cafes of Confcience, than a Re- 
medy for Love-dileales, I being muijh better 
vers'd in Hoftienjis that inftrufts in Confeffion, 
than OwW that writes of love Affairs. In good 
truth, my old Friend, neither you nor I are 
fit to engage in thefe matters, you being now 
grown old, and I in religious Orders ; io that 
as you are of too great an Age, I likewife 
have too litde leiliire. Believe me. Sir, where 
a Lover wants Youth, Liberty and Liberality 
his Paflion becomgs a Plague ; his Mirth full of 
Croffes; his Pleafiire ImperfecSk, and Delights 
confus'd. When fuch as you drive to appear 
Youthful, and manage Intrigues, none afford 
them the Title of Sparks, but all that of decre- 
pit impotent old Leachers; and on my Con- 
fcience, they are much in the right ; for in my 
opinion Cich decay'd rotten old Fellows, are 

much 
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much fitter to dung Ground, than keep Mi- 
ftreiTes. Cupid and yenus entertain none but 
thole that are young and can Serve^ Liberal and , 
can Spends Free and can Enjoy, Patient and can 
Endure, Difcfeet and can Talk well, Private 
and can keep Secrets, Faithful and will be Grate- 
ful, and in a word fiich as are Relblute and will 
Perfcvere. It were better for him that is not en- 
dued with thefe Qyalities to end his Days in 
the Field, than to make Love at Court; for 
certainly no Perfon in the World is lb unhappy 
as the fencelels Loven He is impos'd upon by 
his Miftrels, Laugh'd at by his Neighbours, 
Cheated by his Servants, Buffeted by Bawds, 
and fed with empty Words. Moreover he con- 
tinually milemploys his Talent, Lives uneafily. 
Believes every thing, and at laft finds himlelf. 
entirely Ruin'd and Undone. All other Arts 
and Sciences may have (bme account given of 
'em, except Love only, which neither Solomon^ 
could Delcribe, AfcUfms Paint, Ovid Teach, 
Hellen Explain, nor Cleopatra Learn. Every 
Man^s Heart is the beft School where it is Taught, 
and his Dilcretion the liireft Preceptor that dic- 
tates Rules. Nothing requires fo great circum- 
fpedion as Love; for Hunger, Thirft, Cold 
and Wearynefi afflift the Body only, when 
this Paflion likewife torments the Mind. That 
Love may be firm,fecure, lafting and real the beft 
way were for the Lovers to be equal in all re- 
fpeds ; For if the Man be young and the Woman 
oldj or the Woman young and the Man old, 
he Sober and (he Wild, or he Wild and (he 
Sober ; he Prudent and flie a Fool, or he a Fool 
and Ihe Prudent; he Love her aqd Ihe Hate 
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him, or he Hate her and (he Love him ; yea 
may be well affur'd this ill-macch'd Afiedion, 
will loon end in real Enmity. But in caie 
your Miftrefi were 6; years of Age like your lelfj 
there will ba no gre^t danger of doting on one 
anothtir ; therefore you mignc fpend the beft of 
your time in tcilinf; her what Ladies you had 
formerly had^ and (he in requital might give you 
account of her Sparks. But on the contrary, 
to come to particulars ; I wonder to what pur- 
pole a Man of your Age (hould have a fancy 
to a young and beautyful Bedfellow, who wiU 
rather mjKe it her bulinels to get what you have 
from you^ than to have the* leaft kindne& for 
you ? To what purpole would you have a Mil^ 
trefsthat can only ferve to drels your Ifliies^ 
Pare your Corns^ and keep the Flies from your 
Beard ? To what purpole would you have a 
Miflreis^ (incethe greateft Diicourte and Pa^ 
time between you, will be to tell her Stories^ 
give an account b.ow little you Eat to Day, and 
how often you counted theX^lock at Night I To 
what purpole would you have a Miftrels, when 
you are too weak to oblige, have no Fortune 
ro maintain her, wane Patience to bear- with 
her, and are too old to Enjoy her? To what 
purpole would you have a Miftrefi, who will 
no longer endure you, than you can continue 
to prefent and make much of her ? To what 
purpole would you have a Miftrefi, whom you 
dare not refule any thing fhe asks^ nor correA 
for what ever fault Ihe commits ? To what pur- 
pofe would you haTC a Miftrils, who will never 
liiffer you to proportion your Expence to your 
Fortune^ but rather exped you Ihould iuit it 

with 
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with her extravagant Defires ? To what purpofe 
would you have a Miftrifi, whofe Favours you 
muft alwaVs acknowledge, and never complain 
of hard Ulage, tho' (he be unreafonably Loole ? 
To what 'purpofe would you have a Miftriis, who 
will feem fond only to beg (bmething of you? 
To what purpofe would you have a Miftrifi, 
wfiom you muft always be oblig'd to fmile upon, 
tho' at the fame time the Gout makes you roar i 
To what purpofe would you have a Miftrife^ on 
whom you may fpend all your Eftate before you 
can throughly know her Qiialiries/ To what 
purpofe would you have a Miftriis, whom you 
are to purchafe with ready Money, retain with 
continual Preients,and at laft b;:willforc'd to p^rc 
from with Diicontent? If on thefe Terms, Sir, 
you think fit to be a Lover, much gooti may it 
do you, for I am fure before many minutes En- 
joyment, your Houfe will be until'd and your 
felf exposed to bad Weather ; it being much fit- 
ter, in my opinion for youf Age and Infirmities, 
to have a Friend to Divert, than a Miftrifi to 
Torment you. Samocrotius^ Ni^iJius, and Ovid 
have writ leveral Treatiles of Remedies againft 
Love; butthejdtis they all fought Cures for 
others, but propounded none to themlelves, ail 
three dying Miferably in Banilhmenr, not on 
account of Crimes committed at Rofney but Amo- 
urs prepetrated at Capua. But however let Ovid 
Nigidius.^nd SamocrotiusfsLy }Jvh3Lt they pleale^ I 
dare affirm, the beft and (uieft Remedy againft 
Love were to avoid, as much as poffible, the fight 
of the party belov'dj for. in matters of this 
Nature, many we find cfcape, that fly the En- 
counter, but few Of none come off fairly that 

Hand 



s 



bM*<^Art^.— 4 



88 Don Antonio de Guevdti^s Letters. 

fland it. In a Word, Sir^my Advife is that yoa 
fiiiTer not your (elf any more to be decoy 'din- 
to the Amorous Snare, it bieing neither good for 
your Health nor confiftent with your Honour, 
and this becaufe you may be afliir'd the Plagues 
you ihall receive with your Miftrifs, will be (ooner 
able to difpatch you, than the Gout. I have 
enlarg'd fai ther on this fubjeA, than I at firft 
deGgn'd, or perhaps you^ deHred, nevertheleis 
fiice it was you firft took up the Cudgels, you 
ought not to complain, tho' you come off with 
a bioken Head. I herewith lend a rich Cope 
to the Prior of Porta dtli: Pray, order it to be 
forthwith delivered, and moreover be fb kind, as 
to wait on him in my Name, I having receiv'd 
fcveral favours from him, and therefore take this 
occdfion to make Ibme tolerable Return. No 
more at prefent, but that God always keep and 
deliver you from two dangerous and troublefbme 
Difeafes, viz,. LOVE and die GOUT. 

Madrid, March 
the 3^. 1537. 
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LETTER I. 



Madam, 



YOU hit upon an Unlucky Hour, to lend 
your dirty MeiTenger to me ; for while 
(he Solicited my Generofity on your behalfj was 
caning up an Account of my Profuienels. By 
a juft Calculation 3 I find that your boafted 
Benefits have all along fallen ffaort of my Returns, 
and that in the fmalleft Diftribution of my 
Bounty, I have ftill over-ballanccd your trifling 
Favours. Upon this Refledion I have not only 
rejeded your Requeft^ but alfo wonder at your 
Impudence^ to ask 30 Ducats for new Rig- 
ging, when you ought rather to be turn'd Na- 
ked into the Woods. Such Beafts as you arc 
dangerous in humane Converlation, and there- 
fore an Irrational were much fitter for you than 
a Rational Cully. Like Squirrels^ you are layd 
to cover your Backs with your Tails ; and to 
fay truth, 'tis pity that any thing but Fur fcould 

come 
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For my own part^ I defire no more than what' 
juft necelTary, which^ I'm lure, you {ball ever 
be Miitrils of. Suppofe you beftow on me that 

Time I ask you • 'Tis but what you would 

have bcftow'dupon making RefleAions^ and I 
may flatter my felQ I am fiill better than Me- 
ditations, and can entertain you with more de- 
light. The leaft ientiments of Love are wordi 
all the fineft Refledions in the World: There* 
fore inftead of being in a deep brown ftudy, 
or thinking ibmetimes upon nothings you may 
think on me. Adieu^ Madam^ till our Amour 
begins. 






L E T T E R IL 

To Madam C newly arrived frm 

England to France. 

I write to you, Madaci, in a Language^ whidi 
you know little of, as yet: But then to 
make you Amends, I have choien a Subjedto 
write upon, which you will eafily conceive. 
When 1 tell you that I think you the raoft 
amiable Woman in the Worlds I believe you 
will have no need of an Interpreter. You 
might underliand me even in AraHck, for af- 
ter a Man has once feen you, what can he 
fty elfe? I have known Ships which having 
Sail'd almoft round the World, came at laft 
into France fraighted with foreign CuriofitieSj 
but none ever yet brought fb great a Rarity 
over as yours^ tho' it came but a fliort Voyage. 

Indeed} 
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Indeed^ Madam, 'cis not^becauf^ you are a 
ft ranger that I like you fo well; were you a 
French-Woman I fliould love you yet more. 
Neverthelefi I fancy that pretty foreign Jargon 
contributes not a little to make me ^ver-joy'd 
at the /ight of you. Yon cannot imagine how 
your looks are enlivened, and how many new 
Charms are to be found there whenever you 
are in fearch of a Word. All the Eloquence 
which your Mouth then wants, is to be read 
in your Eyes. I am then ready to wonder 
how one can be in Love with tho(e that fpeak 
French without any Difficulty. For God's fake 
learn to fpeak it no better^ for fear there (hould 
be a thoufand little Cupids loft. You will have 
need only of three or four Words, which are 
abfblutely neceffary, Aimer^ to love, for the 
purpofe J Soupirer, to figh j and Tendrejfe, Ten- 
dernefs, will carry ypu a great way into Peo- 
ple's Favours. How I envy him, on whofe ac- 
count you (hall lifp out thofe endearing Words ! 
Adieu. 
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LETTER III. 

To Madam J . 

MY Duty, Madam, obliges me to enter- 
tain you with fbmeching^ I have long 
fmccconceal'd from you. I am very ibrry I can 
dilTemble no longer, and am forc'd to acquaint 
with what, perhaps, may diiplcafe you, But 
no matter,! mud tell you,of ic,rather than endure 
the Reproaches and murmurs of my Confci- 
ence. This day. Madam, juft a Month I am fal- 
len in Love with you , You may take it 

as you pleale : you may frown^ and be very 
angry ; but for my Part, 1 only had a mind' 
to difcharge my Confcience^ which done I Ihall 
trouble my felf no faither. I think nothing 
can be more unjulK ihan to (ee (b charming a 
Creature as your icKvithout Loving her. Love 
is a Tribute due to Beauty, and whoever be- 
holds Beauty without Love, commits a Sin which 
cries to Heaven for Vengeance ; and this Sin I 
felt ly heavy on my Soul. Perhaps, youll fiy, 
I ought to- love you without telling you of it. 
I underftand your Policy^ Madam ; But you 
know that when a Man pays a debt, 'tis but 
prudence to fee himfelf croft out of the Book, 
or get an Acquittance. I difcharge the Love 
I ow you, and at the fame time, declare that 
that I am out of your Debt. How do I know 
but you might one Day or other fue me for 
it ? There's nothing like going uponfiirc grounds. 
You'll tell me, I had no Realbn to fear any 

fuch Thing -. Who know^ what may 

happen ? 
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happen? Perhaps yoar hamour may diange^ 
but however, 'tis certain there is no harm done 
if I let you know. 



/ am 



your devoted Servant. ^ 



L E T T E R IV. 

To the fame. 

WEU, Madam^ you was very angry at my 
free Declaration, and now are highly 
pleased with your felfforit. Your Virtue has 
blufter'd and kept a heavy do ; but for all this 
what will you lay that at a long run you will 
not hate me ? Yes, you fliall love me : I fee! 
Ibmething within me, which aifures me I (hall 
caufe my lelf to be belov'd. Do not entertain 
fb good an Opinion of your indifference^ for 
my Conftancy is able to conquer an indiffe- 
rence twenty times as ftubborn as yours. 1 mat- 
ter not my Time, when beftpw'd on liich charm- 
ing Perlbns as you a^e. Will ihe Bufinels re- 
quire Years ? With all my Heart, Tm fnre I 

cannot beftow my Time iDecter . V/iil you 

grant me but* iinall Favours ? Thcfe fhall ap- 
pear great to me becaufe granted by you ; And 
. if you grant me no Favours at all, then I ftjall 
love you even for your Cruelty ; you will op- 
pole Rivals to me? 1 /hall make all ilcfcit your 
Houleby myconftant Vi(irs. Inlhort, take what 

H 4 courlb 
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LETTER VL 

To the fame. 

am going from you. Madam, for a whitej 
that is,- Fm going to love you more extra- 
vagantly than ever I did. Abicnce has a pecu- 
liar Virtue with me, which, I think, it has not 
with any Body elic; I mean, it adds .to my 
Tenderneft. I always imagine thofe Perlbns I 
am ablcnt from, the molt amiable in the World, 
and I never fail being pleas'd with them. 
My Fancy fhall rcprefcnt you to me both ten- 
der and grateful ; I fliall rhink that if I were 
with you, you would grant me a hundred finall 
Favours, and upon that (core I (hall be more 
charm'd with the Idea of you, than ever I was 
with the real Perlbn. If by your Severity you 
think to gain from me the charaAer of a Hero- 
ine, indeed you'l lole your labour; for asfbcto 
as ever I lofc fight of you, I no longer remem- 
ber your Cruelties. I have a tender Imagina- 
tion >Vhich is not us*d to reflcd fuch rough 
Ideas, Xo that I cannot believe 'cm, unlefs I feel 
'em. I know well enough at my return you 
will make it your Buflneis to let the ill Ply of 
my imagination to rights; but however I fhall 
enjoy fbmc good minutes during my Abience 
in Ipite of you. I fhould be too happy if I 
could kedp from the Folly of returning as loon as 
poffible. Yet, if my Fidelity be not altogether 
indifferent to you, 111 engage to be rather more 
faithful when abfent than prefent, I can no 
where behold a more charming objed than your 

ima- 
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image furniflies me with^ when abftra&ed and 
clear from all your Faults^ and therefore I fhall 
think on nothing elfe ; but when I fee you ri- 
gorous to the higheft Degree^ I then may meet 
with Ibme Beauty or other, whom I may pre- 
fer to you. To be plain, I love you only be- 
cauie I know no Body ac prelent that delerves 
ib much to be belov'd ; and if ever I (hould 
find a Perfbn^ whofe merit were greater than 
yours^ you mufl no longer depend on my Con- 
flancy. I were right enough in my Accounts, 
if your Wit and Beauty^ whereby you excell all 
others, could ballance what you want in Tender- 
nefs . Upon computation^ I found they did, and 
thereupon I began to love you. However^ I 
will not warrant but that fbme Perfon or other 
may be found, who may love fb well, as to 
regain by her kindnefs the other Advantages 
you might have over her. In fuch a cafe, I 
give you a fair Warning to look about you; 
for after all^ you muft not imagine that Wic 
and Beauty are the only charms that can en* 
gage a Man; Tendernefs has alfb ics Valuej 
and 'tis written on my Heart in Capitals, as 
upon the apple of DifcwL TO THE MOST 
LOVELY. 
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LETTER IX. 

To the Marquis of C 



T 



muft, dear Marquis, make you the confr- 
dent of my Misfortunes. I lov'd, you know^ 

Madam L. M , but now I love her no 

more. She reproaches me with Indifference : I 
hear nothing but continual Expofhilations : 
Wbais become cf my Protejtations of Faitbfmlfiefs 
and Conftancy ? This drives me almoft to Defpair; 
for in good Faith, is it my fault iHL love her 

no more i Let her rcftore me my Love , I 

ask no better ; I were too happy if I were 
ftill in Love. I lurrender, I abandon my felf 
to her charms ; let her give my heart mortal 
Wounds,ril help her to the utmoft of my Power ; 
let her give me a Gallon of Philters, I'll drink 
'em all. What, can 1 do more? I ftill pay her 
the fame Refpeft and Affiduity as 1 did before. 
But, fays (he, all thefe want their former Air 

—Ay there lies the mifchief : I can give 

her no Tidings of that Air ; I know not what's 
become on'r... She calls me ungrateful, but withr 
out any manner of Realbn. What I now do 
for her cofts me a great deal of Trouble, and 
Ihe ought to thank me for ic j whereas for- 
merly (he thank'd me for that which coft me 
none. We littlq know in this World the true 
value of Things: I began to love her without 
knowing why I did it, and now I make a 
thoufand Efforts to love her again, which arc 

the 
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the efFefts of an extraordinary RefpeA I have 
forher, I often prepoffefs my Eyes in favour 
of her Beauty, before I lee her ; I compare 
her with Millions of Women tefs handfom than 
fhe ; I ftudy all the graces of her Carriage, that 
I may be afTeiSied with them ; I find^ or ac 
leaft, I fuppofe I find Wit in every Thing 
(he fays ; in fliort, having thus excited my 
Heart, I fancy I love her : I feel I know not 
what, for an inftant, but the next moment, 'cis 
all gone, and I feel nothing. My dear Mar- 
quis, why muft we - love, and yet not love for 
ever? Or why do not a Gouple of Lovers' love 
both at once/ and ceafe to love at the lame time ? 
I am (b angry with Love, that at this Mo- 
ment I wilh he.were exterminated out of the 
World. 



L E T T E R X. 

Don Guevara, to a Ladyy his Neece^ who fell 
fick for the Death of a little Bitch. 

, Madam, * 

BEing informed of the flight occafion of your 
Melancholy, we all thought it impoffible 
your Grief (hould ever exceed our Mirth, for 
Qi it is, Madam^ that whilft one burfts his fpleen 
with Laughing, another breaks his Heart with 
Sighing. We have been acquainted different 
livay of the Death of our Lap-Dog^ which wc. 
underftand has not only affliAed your Mindj^ 

^ I but 
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but alfo occaficned' a Fea^^er to confine you to 
your Bed, and to tell you Truih, this your 
diftcmper has been the caufe of our Merri- 
ment. All matters of this Life are to he dealt 
wicb three ways, either to be lamented^ langh'd 
ar, or hot j cgarded ; new this bufinels of yours 
is ratlier to be ridicuVd than flarter'dj lince you 
fixed your Afftdio:; fimply, as you continue it 
fooiimly. My Net^hcv*^ has earneftly entreated 
rae to go fee and con^fort you in your illnels, 
and told me you were as fenfible ot the Death 
of yoiir little Bitchy as I concern d for the lofs 
of rny dear Sifter. A Child when new born 
knows neither how to walk, eat, nor ulk, yet 
is prefently able to cry j therefore the crime lies\ 
not in that we mourn,, but what we mourn for. 
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jincy, our Saviour his Friend Laz^arus^ and vou^ 
Madam/-^ mourn for your little Bitch. Tears 
being as drops of Blood diftiiling from the 
Heart thro^the Eyes, we may be confirmed by 
the Eyes of tl)C AfFeftions of the Hearty for 
if the one did not mourn, the other would ne- 
ver Weep. I fay this. Madam, that*you muft 
needs love tliac Spaniel exceedingly well, fince , 
you have Ihewcd ib gicat concern for the lofi 
of it. What Men commonly fay of Woraen, 
that their Tears are^tidicious, is not true ; but 
nevcrthelefs they may weep for one thing, and 
fly they do it for anoihci l but to-cry in jeft 
is neither in thev Powei. ::ot ought any Body 
to believe it. lo lament for one Thing, and 
prct^ind it for anorher, I nwther commend nor 
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condemn^ for in a generous and brave Soul^ 
nothing ought to be more conceal'd than what 
we love moft. This I thought fit to lay 
in defence of your Sighs, and to favour your 
Tears. To confels the Truth, I cannot have 
patience to fee you fix your Love io low, as upon 
a defpicable Creature ; for as Tlato prudently 
^ys> />^^^ i^ ^^^ Lovtr oftentimes as is the beloved^ 
Love is of ib great force, that both Parties com- 
monly become alike by its Power ; So if I 
love a Rational creature^ I am Rational; but 
if a BrutCj a Brute ; whence we may infer^ that, 
you do not all differ in this from your Lap- 

' dog. I have been much aftiam'd, I could a!- 
moft fay 'angry, at your AffliAion, which has 
not only been admir'd at by many, but alio 
complain'd of by a greater number ; and for 
my part, I. think they had reafon, for we ought 
not to place our Affedionj but only, where it 
may be both well employed and well received. 
The beft part of the Body is the Heart, and the ,.. 
beft AfFeftion of the Heart is Love, therefore *if 
this be not advantageoufly beftowed, the Per- 
ibn muft be very unhappy that admits of it, 
it being impoffible he Ihould know how to 

^ live, that knows not how to Love. Alfb ^ I 
cannot imagine what plealiire you could take in 
loving fuch a creature, or what returns it could 
make you^ unleis it were to filtyour Cloaths 
with Hairs, dirty your Rooms, deep upon your 
Squab, load you with Fleas, trouble you to wafh 
her frequently in Summer, and lie upon your 
Petticoats all the Winter. But yet for all this, 
you did not content your felf with giving her 
the beft bit out of your Mouth, and furnifliing 

I 1 her 
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aflure you, at the lame i ime, I fsjot your order 
Signed^ 1 was very fenfiblv Afflidcd with the 
Gout. Sir, I procured the Hc'^s and Roots, and 
bruiz'd and drank 'em according to Order, but 
better regard may God have to your Soul, than 
they brought relief to ray PainiSj for they not 
only fir'd my Liver, but alfo benumn'd my 
Stomach. And I muil tell you plainly, in this 
Di (temper you have been fo far from per- 
torming a Cure, that you have done me a 
great deal oi injury ; and every time the Cold 
* of my Stomach obliges me to Belch, I pre- 
fcntly refolve never to have any more to do 
with Dodor Mclgar^ fmce he could not di- 
fhnguiih a Malady above, from one below ;for 
I did not defire you to purge the Humours^ but 
rid me of my Pains ; not being able to guefi 
why you fhould punifli my Stomach, when all 
the Pain lay in my great Toe. I once con- 
fiilted Doftor Soto about a Sciatica in my Hip, 
and he prefcrib'd a Bliller on my Ears, but which 
only occafion'd all the Court to laugh> and 
my poor Sou(es to fuffer. Another time I had 
recourse to Doctor Cartbagena in Alcala about 
the lame Diftemper, and he order'd me Cow- 
turds, Rats-dung, Nctde-leaves, Rofe-buds, and 
fri*d Scorpions to make a Plaifter and apply to 
the part aiflided : But all the good I got, was, 
that it did not fuffcr me to deep one wink 
in three Nights, and yet I paid the Apothe- 
cary above fix Reals for making it. Whereup- 
on, for the future, I utterly renounce any Man's 
Friendniip that ihall advife me to the Apho- 
rifiTis of Hyppocrates, Maxims of ./4wV:«wi«, Ex- 
periments of Ficinus^ Treaties of Racis and Re- 
cipes 
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cipes of Erofbilus, providing in any of their 
writings there be the leaft mention made of this 
curfed Plaifter, I remember in Bw'gos, about 10 
Years fince_, Dodor Soto cur'd me ot an intermic- 
tingFeaver,but withal^made me eat to much Selle- 
ry and Barley .and drink lb great quantity of En- 
dive-water, that for a time 1 was quite deprived of 
the ufeof mv Pallat ; nay more could (carce Smell. 
Some few Years afterwards happening to vifit the 
fame DoAor when fick at TorJf/il/as^ I obfer- 
v'd he Eat an Orange and Drank a Cup of 
good Canary, at the very time his hot fit 
came upon him, which I not only wondered^ 
but was very much offended at^ fince he treated 
me after another-guelT-manner. Whereupon forc- 
ing a fmilc 1 thus accofled him. Tell we, I 
befeecb you^ good DoSofj what is the reafon you 
Cure your felf of .your Feaver 'with Wine of St. 
Martin, and tne of mine by Endive water i To 
which he readily replied with a great deal of 
afTurance, you mufi kpow^ Air. Guevara, our great 
Mafier Hyppocrates, under penalty of bis di/pleafure^ 
Commanded us his Succejjors tjo recover our own 
healths with the Juice of the Grape ^ when he ordered 
nothing but (tilled Water for our Vatients. Al- 
tho* this was fooke out of Raillery, yet I am 
apt to believe it* in fome meafure, for 1 well re- 
member you told me once in Madrid^ you ne- 
ver took a Purge, or knew what belonged to 
flill'd Waters in all your Life. 

Of all Arts, the Pradice of Phyficians lur- 
priles nie moft^ fince they always leem defir- 
ous of Curing others, yet care not to be 
Ciir'd by the feme means themlelves. But 
iince you defire ic of me, generous Doctor, I 

I 4 will 
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v/;ii give vou my thoughts of Phyfick in gcnfr 
ral, tsdfowhat I h^^'c read con'. ^mine its firft 
in.'cnro's 2nd Origin, and herein I mall en- 
deavour CO comply with your Inclinations with- 
out any regard to many others, for I know 
iilocVneads will beofr;;nded, where I doubt not 
t'.e Inr.enious will be pleaied. 

If we may believe PUny, none of the feven 
liberal Arts were ever fo variable and falladoas 
as this; for he tells you, there was fcarce any 
noted Kingdom or Nation in the Worlds were 
It was not almofl thrown out^ as loon as re- 
ceived. As Phyfick is a Foreigner^ many are 
the troubles it will tell you it has undergone^and 
more the Kingdoms and Provinces it has tra- 
vc]!'d thro'; biit the caufe was not that People 
had then no mind to be cur'd, but rather be- 
caufc they always found that Science very un- 
certain. The firft among the Grecians that hap- 
pcn'd upon this Art, was the Philofopher Apolhj 
and his Son t^fc^Alapius ; both which grew ex- 
celling famous. But at length t/£fculapiuf be- 
ing left young, nnd not h-iving yet commu- 
nicated his Sccrecb to any Succeflbr, a Thun- 
derbolt at once deprived him of Life, and the 
Art of an Inffrudor, Four higidred and forty 
years remained this Science interrupted, till the 
f.iniouj Hippocrates was born, in the Reign of 
j'lrtaxerxes the ftcond. While there were no 
Phyfjcians in the Worid, the Grecians, when 
t!)cy made any Experiment with fuccefs, (pe- 
el fud it in a Table, md hung it in the Temple of . 
nnmi at Efbcfifi. Thefe Phyfick-Tables Hip- 
vucy.its reduced to a method, and added Ibme 
»!^jiv.uions of bis own. Tiiis Phyficiin was 

* the 
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the greateft that ever was known in the World, 
both be caufehe was the iirft that writ and put 
that Art in order^ as alio becaufe he it is laid 
of himy he never was deceiv'd in any Progno- 
ftick, or mift the cure of any Difeafe lie under- 
took. When he came to die^ his Difciples be- 
gan to cure, or rather kill, many People in ' 
Greece, the Art being then young and their ex- 
perience but little J whereupon the Senate of 
Athens not onty forbid any farther Pra Aice, but 
alfo commanded them forthwith to leave the' 
Country. They being thus excluded Greece, this 
Art was not only banifli'd but fo:got I60 
Years, till another Philofopher and Phyfician 
arole, call'd Cbryfipfus, who foon became as fa- 
mous among the Argians^ as the former had 
been among the Athenians ; and who made it 
his chief bufinefi to lelien Hifpocrates and cry 
up himfeli^ being the firft that vviefted Phy- 
flck from the Proteftion of R^.4/L>n, And plac'd it 
in the cuftody of Opinion. Tijis Phyfician dy- 
ings there grew great contencioii5 among the 
Grecians^ which of the two mci^i' »Js was beft, 
that of Hippocrates^ or the oth'^; of Cbrjfippus: 
But at lengch they agreed in tlii^^diac they would 
neither follow one nor a.!:v*';c the other; af- 
firming, tbaf Honour and Ltfe ought never to 
become matter of Difpute. Tlius the Grecians con- 
tinued another loo Years without Phyficians, 
till ArifiratOy Nephew to the great Ariftotle^ arofe 
and refcued Phyfick from Oblivion. This Man 
Raving cur'd Antiocbus the fii It of an Infirmity 
in his Lungs; the King gave him his Daughter, 
ioob .Talents of Silver, and a Golden Cup* So 
tha:c he not pnly r; iined great Repute but alfo 

en 
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enrich'd his FitmHy. E.it neverthelefi, he firft 
brought a fcanda- upon his Prorellion^ it hav- 
ing been never before known that any cur'd for 
hire, but only out ot F. iendfhip or Charity. 
Arifirato dying; his Dilciples loon became more 
covetous than wile, and had greater Skill in 
draining Purles, than relieving Maladies; in- 
fomuch that the Senate o( Athens was once more 
fet to work to forbid any Phyfick being read^ 
or pradiii'd among them. Another loo Years 
was Phyfick Exploded in Europe^ dll Euperices 
reftor'd it in the Kingdom of Trinacria ( Sicify ) 
But he and a Qaack quarrelling about curing 
King Cbryfiffusy it was agreed^ that for the fu- 
ture, no mixt Potions fhould be u(ed^ but 
only Simples prelcrib'd. A long while was Sicily^ 
and the greaccft part of the World, without pro- 
feft Phyficians, till Heropbilusy a Man of great 
skill, both in Phyfick and Aftrology^ llarted up 
in Rhodes, After him, and his Learned Pupils, 
Phyfick lay dead for almoft 800 Yearsi as well 
in Europe as Afia^ till the great Philolbper and 
Phyfician Afcle^ades appeared in the Ifland Mi- 
tilene, ( formerly Lesbos ) a Man learn'd enough, 
but withal extreamly fortunate. During all this 
while we do not read of any Phyficiansin Rome 
or hafy ; for 'tis well known, the Romans were 
the laft of all the World that had Clocks, Buf- 
foons, Barbarians and Phyficians introduced a- 
mongft them. Four hundred and 60 Years was 
the City of Rome without either Phyfician or Sur- 
geon, and the firil we read oi] was Antonim Mufa 
a Grecian. The occafion of his coining thither, 
was a Sciatica, the Emperour Auguftus had in 
his Thigh, which he having totally car'd, the 

Romans 
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Romans in Gratitude^ rais'd him a Vorpbyry 
Statue in the Camfns Martius, Prodigious wealth 
and great Fame might this Man havegot^ had 
he made Phyfick his ibie Bufinefs^ and not pre- 
tended to Surgery j for it being often neceffary 
in that Art to cut off Arms, Legs, Fingers, 
fear Flefli, and apply Cupping Glaflfcs, the Ro- 
mans not accuitom'd to lee fuch Cruelties, or un- 
dergo fuch Tortures, at length fton'd and drag'd 
him dead thro' the City ; immediately relblv- 
ing never to admit Phyfician or Surgeon ijpore 
among 'em. This continued till the Reign of 
infamous Nero ; who in his return from Greece 
brought Phyficians and Vices good ftore along 
with him. During his Reign, and that of his 
Succeffors Galha, Otbo^ and Vitellius^ Phyfick was 
in great Efteem in ialy ; but after their Deaths, 
the good Emperour Tttm banifli'd both Orators 
and Phyficians ; his reaibn being that the for- 
mer were Deftroyers of good Cuftoms^ and the 
latter Enemies to Health. 

However, Phyfick is to be prized, firft, be- 
caufe the Creator of all things defign'd it as a 
Relief to his Creatures in time of peed, by 
placing a Vcrtue in Plants, Herbs, Waters, Mi- 
nerals, and even in Words ; to which they might 
have eafy recourfe, and find fpeedy benefit 

by. 

Illy. When it lights into the hands of a Pru- 
dent, Knowing^ Difcreet, and Experienc'd Pra- 
cSbitioner, who may Iboner find out a Diftem- 
per^ think of a proper remedy, and admini- 

fler it furer than another. 
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llUlj. When the Phyndan only v&s it in 

acute and dangerous cales; fudi as a Pluri- 
fie, Qyinzie, Impofthume, ScarletFeavcr, Apo- 
plexy3 &c. in all which^ means muft be diligent- 
ly (ought, and a good Dodor credited. 

ISftbly. Where a Flux of Blood, can be cur'd 
by wafhing ; a Head-ach by a good Icent ; a 
Pain in the Stomach by a quilted Stomacher ; a 
heat of Liver by an undion ; a Scalding of the 
Eyes, by cold Water ; a Tynipany by a Glifter, 
and a Calenture only with good Diet. 

Ytbly. Where I could find a Phyfician that 
would rather chuie to cure me with Natural 
fimples, than Wppocrates his compounds ; and pre- 
icribb fair Water^ before juice of Endi?e. 

Yltbfy. Where a DoAorin a fimple Feaver^not 
only waits till the third Day be over^ but al- 
fo looks into the Patient's Water, to fee if it 
be high colour'd^ trys the Spleen if it be ftop*d, 
has regard whether the Limgs be damag'd, or 
Tongue rough, and opens the Eyes^ if they be 
heavy ; Co that he never pretends to preicriljey 
till the Difeafe be perfeftly known. 

Ylltbly. Where the Phy fician finding the Cafe 
dangerous^ calls others to his aififtahce,* tcTen- 
tcr into Confultation,not Contention and Wr^g- 
ling, about the Patient's Diftemper. "* 

He that is willing to comply with thefii Ru- 
les, may be fafely lent for, and cot\Mtd\n; 

and 
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and moreover ought to be well paid for his pains^ 
Phyfick chiefly confifting in Ability to find out a 
Diltemper, atid Experience to apply a proper 
Remedy. 

But I complain, to you, noble Dodor, FirO> 
of many Lazy, Blocki/b^ Rafh and untxperi- 
enced Phyficians^ who for having only heard 
of Avicennay &c. refided in Guadalufay or being 
Foot-boy to the Queen's Phy fician; prefently 
poft away to the Univerfity of Aierida^ where 
by a Letter from Rotney they loon get to be 
Batchellors and Graduates in that Profeflion, 
hut v)bo ne'vertbelefs verifie the Proverb which fays, 
Tbypcians of Valencia have large Gowns ^ but little 
knowledge. 

UJly. Of many Ignorant and Vulgar Dodors, 
who having to deal with a dangerous Malady 
and after Purging, Syruping, Blooding and A- 
noincing, not knowing what to do next, at length 
prefcribe pre^red Brickduft before flipper^ and 
clarified ^HHp^^ Day-break. 

lllJfy. of many Boy Dodors^ who not hav- 
ing the leaft infight into their Profefl3!on, pre-, 
icribe the Alphabet quite through for an ordi- 
nary Feaver, and often make ule of the fame 
dangerous Remedies as are proper agamft a 
Pefiilence, infomuch that it were far lafer for 
^he miierable Patient to fit down at quiet with 
his Diflemper, than hope to be cur'd by fuch 
Means. 

tVthlp 
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IVtbly. Of many of your Companions, nay, 
and Scholars, who prefcribing againft a weak 
Stomach, overflowing of the Gall^ common 
Scurvy, or a little Flulhing of the Blood ; all 
which, might he remedied with three days Tern- 
.perance. Sugar and Water, or Honey of Roles, 
neverthelefs order their poor Patients to be tor- 
mented with Cupping Glaffes, and plagued with 
Juice of Endive, in a manner, that in ftead of 
eafing, they rather keep 'em continualljTon the 
Rack. 

Vtblj. Of many others your great Cronies, 
who think themfelves wilc^ and it may be are'fo, 
yet never prefcribe any common Remedy for 
fear they ftiould be thought not to know what 
belongs to Foicign Plants and Diftant Drugs. 

Vltbly. Of many ignorant Prentices whom 
their Mafters, intruft with their Bufineis^ giving 
'em anEphcmerisofCritic.il davs^nd Symp- 
toms to walk by it, who ncMmPS neither 
regard when the Diftemper be;4an, or whetljgR- 
it increafe or diminifli, but ftill load the miferi^"' 
ble Patient with repeated Di)lc:, till at laft .. 
they reduce him to great dangtT of his Life. 

Ylhhly. I complain, that generally your Pro- 
feffion are at variance one with another^ difa- 
greeing in Humours as in Opinions, which is 
demonihable in that fbme follow ISppocrates^ 
Ibme Avicenna^ lome Gakn^ and fbme none 
but their own Suggeftions. But itill the mif- 

chief 
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chief IS, that the Poor Patient fuffers, while the 
Dodors wrangle and difpute. . 

Wlltbly. Of many Beardlefi Pra<fticers, who • 
being Novices in their Art, and but very flender 
of Judgment^ whatever Experiment they have 
once leen tried, heard or read of, they imme- 
diately prefjribe without the leaft regard either 
to their Patient's Confticution or Difeafe. 

Laftly, I complain to you, and even of 
you, good Dodor, that generally you all wrap 
your Recipe's up in fuch oblcure Terms arid 
unintelligible Cyphers, that it is impoffible for 
any but your own Profeffion to underftand 
'em. The reafbn of which I cannot guels at, for 
if your Prefcriptions be good, they need not be 
conceal'd, and if bad, ought not be order^. 
Nay neither ought they to be kept from . our 
knowledge efpecially fince it is our bufinels 
both to fwallow the Potion and pay the Apo- 
thecary. 

Thus, Sir, I have hinted at the good Know- 
:'df^ Phy/icians do, and the many Injuries oc- 
cafion'd by the Ignorant, and to deal fmce- 
rely I am of Opinion, tho' my Misfortunes are 
many, yet the Villanies of your Profeffion are 
more ; fince at the hazard of our Lives you both 
purchafe lading Fame, and heap up vaft Eftate?. 
No Power can contend with yours for Pre-emi- 
nence^ for no fboner are you encei ed our Doors 
but we part with all we have, and approve of 
all you do ; and where the Surgeon rakes ^but 
10 Ounces from our Arm, ycu infellibly draw 

twice 
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grav'd on his Tomb, Verij turhd Mtdicorum, as 
if he would fay, hnot bang in the fowtr ofmj 
Enemies to Ml me, my Vbjficiaus did it in a trice. 
There is a pleaiant Itory goes of Calitnus the 
Emperor^ who bting grievoufly afflifted with z 
Sciatica^ and a Phyfician undertaking t^D cure him^ 
perform tl indeed his Promife, but nevertheleis 
made him undergo a thoufand painful Expe- 
riments^ whereupon the Emperor one day fenc 
for^ and thus laid to him, take, Fabatus, 7W 
thoufand Sefterces^ but withal be inform d^ I^ive ^em 
not for cftring my Sciatica^ but that tboHmaffini' 
*ver cure , me more. 

Wherefore, noble Do^or, I think it much 
more advilable to reward Ignorant Phyficians 
for doing nothings than for the greatelt Care 
and Pains diey can take ; fince we daily iee 
they kill more by their Medicines^ than their An- 
ceftors deftroy'd . Adoors in the Wars. But to 
conclude my long Epiftle, I Accept, Approve, 
Commend, and Blels the (acred Myftery cX 
Phyfick^ when at the fame time I cannot but 
Curfe, Reprove, and Condemn the Phyfician 
that knows not how to make right ufe qi it, 
for as Pliny lays, Non Rem A7$tiqui damnabantfed 
Artemy which to make plainer may be thus ex- 
prefs'd. The ancient Sages did not find fo much fadt 
with the Arty as Artifi^ and Method of Cttrhg } 
(ince Nature having placd fufficient Remedies in Sim- 
ples ^ Men altogether confounded them by Compotmds. 
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LETTER XII. 

The fame to Mr. ^ ; Concernirtg thz 

qudificAtions of € true Friend^ 

SIR, 

HAving read your Letter over* and over, 
I found in it many things worthy to be 
anrwer*dj and more to be blam'd ; for conficJcr-. 
ing what you write, and how you write, it is 
impoffible but you fhould weary your Pen, and 
tire out your Realon. You ought not only to 
have regard what, but to whom you addrefs your 
ielf J for Men of Quality and Slaves are not 
to be accofted after the lame manner j too 
much hafte and negligence for the moft part 
favouring of Difrefpeft. Take it for granted. 
Sir, the Reader's Authority is very much lcC> 
ien*d by the Writer's Affurance ; and therefore 
I would advife you for the future to fit down, 
and confider what vou are to lay, and how you 
ihall exprels it before you begin your Letter ; 
for an Abfiirdity, if ix be folly to fpeak it, it 
will be much greater to write it. Never begin 
any Letter of importance, till you have fit ft 
made a rough Draught of your Defign, for other- 
wile you will write .what will certainly be 
laughed at ; and requell what will as fureiy be 
rej^ijled. : Sir, you lay you defire me for your 
X^ri, yet have cholen me for your Friend^ but I 
muft tell you there is fo jgreat difference between 
thefe tWQ^. offices, that were jrou ienfible of ir^ 
yon would neither ask the, one, nor think of 
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the other at the fame time; for where a Friend 
is cng.ig'il at liberty, a Lord is taken thro' ne- 
ccflity ; a Friend Icrves, a Lord requires fervice, 
a Friend gives, a Lord takes ; a Friend endures, 
a Lord blurtcrs ; a friend is filent, where a Lord 
condemns ; and laftly, a Friend Pardons^ when 
a Lord Revenges. So that this being true, I 
hold it impoflible they (houlJ ever agree to- 
gether; You, to be my vaffal, and I to be your 
Fiicnd. Ii> making me your Lord you muft 
lerve^ follow, obey, and fear me^ all which are 
Both prejudicial to liber tv,and Enemies of Repofe; 
Jo that you muil often feel diCjuiet and likewife 
caufc me fbme trouble. It may alfo happen ,where 
I command you as a Lord, you may think to 
obey me as a Friend ; and {6 believe your felf 
juftified, where I am diiappointed and wrong^. 
To ask me likewife to be your Friend, is to 
require tlie greateft flavery imaginable, for I 
am thereby oblig'd to be yours all my life long; 
for true Friendfhip cannot be fuch where the 
Perfon belov'd does not continue the^lame with 
the Lover. Friends are to be fo abfolutely united, 
that they are to have but one Tongue to talk 
with, the fame Feet to walk .with, and but 
own Heart to produce inleparable Affedions; 
in a manner, that one Life (upports, and one 
Death ends *em. It is very ftrange for one 
Friend to tell another, he v/on't do fuch a thing, 
or, he cannot, when the Laws of true Friend- 
ship oblige him to give ;ill he has, and do all 
he can. In a Friend's Houle ought neither to 
be Weights nor Meafiires; Bonds nor Bilk ; 
Property nor Thivery \ for there we may 
einer without knocking, and take without ask- 
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ing. He ties himfelf up very ftriaiy char en- 
ters the Lifts of Friendiliip, for in fach cafe he 
has neiclier power to deny, nor leave to excufe. 
J cannot take him for my Friend, or even a 
good Neighbour, that when he gives, does it by 
Weight and Meafure, and fbmetinies when I 
ask refules me ; for where \% the rea(bn that he 
ihould not parcake of my wants, who is the 
only objed of my beft wiflies? Seneca in his 
Book^ de Jra, lays, a wife Man ought to have hut 
4me Friend^ and Ukewije^ muft take care be have no 
Enemies ; which was well advis'd, (ince Ene- 
mies are dangerous, and too many Friends troa- 
blelbm ; for the Rules of Frienddiip are fo ve- 
ry nice, that where many pretend, few are able 
to perform em. A true Friend's Motto \s^ that 
he would fooner fuffer for our Honour^ than he relievd 
hy our F^ult. The Philoibpher Mimus, laid. He 
had a greater regard to the Lo've in his Friend's Heels 
than Grief in bis own Heart. Alio true Friends, 
are oblig'd to have the lame lenle of another's 
Misfortunes, as they have of their own ; and at 
the lame time, are not only to be lenfible, but 
alio aflifting in a Remedy ; for othervvilc where 
they accept their Tears, they will have raftlon 
to complain of their ftinginels or negleA. Tlie 
Philofopher Ejcbinesj being ask'd^ what was the 
greatefi trouble of this Life ? Anfwer'd, To lofe 
-what one wins, and part from what one likes, w1mc!i 
was happily fpoken, for in the one a Man lolcs 
his pains, and in the other his pleafure. It is 
another priviledge of Friendfhip, that we rcfent 
a wrong done to a Friend in tiie lam;; degree 
as to our felves;. for no Iboner can he be af- 
flidedf than we are to be dilquieted. We ought 

K } to 
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to make choice of fuch as are Difcreet to Ad- 
vil j, and Powerful to Defend; for if they want 
Difcriftion, we fliill need Councel in Profpcrity ; 
and if Power, Relief in Adverfity ; §o that even 
aiTiidIt our Pleafures we may as well be loft, 
as in our grcaccft Troubles ruin*d. Great oc- 
cjfi )n h.is every Man for a true Friend, who 
m.iy aflift wlicn prelentj and defend him when 
nblL'nt, infomuch th.ic hs that has met with 
flich a one may well boalt himldf poffefs'd of the 
Sreacclt Trenfurc upon Earth; for he is to Re- 
lic/e him with his Eftatc, Councel him with his 
PriKijnce^ D^fjnd him by his Power, and Cor- 
rcd: lilm when he do;;s amiis ; io that it is both 
his Dury r.nd our Ilappineis to keep us from fal- 
ling; wlun rt.?gi^c:ing, r.s lo life us up when down. . 
It is alfo required in a true Fiiend to be both 
Difcreec and Secret ? for if he be a Fool, he is 
not to be cndur'd, and if a Babler may foon 
ruin us. Our Efhrc, Peribn, Confcience, or 
Life miy b;: entrufted with a Relation, Ac- 
f luintaincc, or Neighbour ^ but our Secrets 
muft only be confided ro a Friend. It alfo comes 
under the Ruics of Fricndlhip, not only to con- 
ceal all one hears, but alio to be filenr of all one 
iies; for Men havo ever valued them (elves upon 
holding chcii* pjace, when they generally repent 
of too much talking. Never mull, one Friend 
flatter another, for the more we Love, the more 
we are oblig'd to Favour, Defend, Counlel and 
Corrcifl. Alio never reproach for Benefits done^ 
but be latisfied with our bare trouble for a 
Reward ; for the Heart is never more at eafe 
Chan when it has difcharg'd it felf honoura- 
bly to a Friend. Alfo in a dangerous Diftem- 
'•..:' :i . • pei^ 
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per, we muft not always-expeft a Friend fliould 
ask our afliftance, for oftentimes he may grieve 
long before he cares to complain. Virtue has 
fbmetimes Friends^ and Profperity is never with- 
out 'em ; but be they what they v/ilij they are 
both known in AdverHty^ for where the bet- 
ter fort follow Virtue, the greater part will be 
ftre to wait upon Fortune. All Acquaintance 
are not proper for Friends^ for tho' they may 
be honeft enough, yet they are generally in- 
difcreetj and where we may be allowM to 
have a relped for their Perfons, it will not be 
prudence to truft 'em with our Secrets. Thefe 
and many other Qualities are to be requir'd in 
a true Friend, all which tho' you may find in 
my Mouth, yet I would not advife you to 
expeA 'em in my Heart, and therefore you 
would do wifely, neither to think of me for 
your Lord, nor choofemefor a Friend; for as 
to one, I am not powerful enough^ and as to 
the other not good enough^ 
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LETTER L 

St. Jerome to his Nephew: Beitig amofi 
fever e Satyr upon the Rec/u/e part of the 
Church of Rome. Expofing their Intern- 
perancey Luxury ^ Pride^ (lovetoujnefs^ &c. 



Written Originally in Latin and made Knglifb bj Mr. 

Savage. 



Dear NepbeWy 

YOars I receivM, and Return you for Anlwer 
that I can never enough wonder how fo 
great Licentioufnels in Meals^ Habicti, BjJs, Equi- 
pages, &c, a5 you mention, could gtc in and be 
as it were eftablifh'd among Monks^ for thofe 
who have thus wholly ahan 'oii'd themfelves to 
the(e Exceffes, fcem to have h»iu but little Re- 
gard to the Spi it and Religion oi their Ancef- 
tors, in a manner, that by thelc Excentric Pro- 
ceedings, they have procured Vices the name of 
Virtues, and Virtues that of Vices. Alio where 
a moderate Expence ought to be termed Cove- 
toufhefs, ibbriety, if extraordinary^ Aufferity, 
and Silence, SadnefiJ ; they on the contrary term 
a loofe Behaviour, the effed of Difcretion, 
Profufenefs, Liberality, and much talking, but 
common Civility, immoderate Laughing with 
them is no more a Vice, but goes under the 
qimeofa neceflary Gaiety j Luxury in Habits 

and 
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and Pride in Ilorles are Iook*d upon as good 
Breeding in them, and fuperiluous Ornaments 
are the chiefeft furniture of their Chambers. 
Are not their Mouths and Ears equally filld with 
choice bits, and confus'd noifes ; and while they 
fpin out the Immoderate Fcaft_, Is there any 
among them, who offers to regulate the De- 
bauch i No certainly! Difli Dances after Difh, 
and for Abftinence which they Profels, two 
Rows of lulcious Fifh, appear Iwimming npon 
the Table. Are you cloy*d with thefe ? The 
Cook has Art fufficient to trick you up others 
of no lefs charms. He'll provide Sauces as dif- 
ferent as your Palates. Thus Plate is devoured 
after Plate, and fuch natural Tranfitions are 
made from one to the other, that tho' they fill 
their Bellies, they (eldom blunt their Appetites, 
for the Palat is always ^q agreeably entertained 
with Novelties, that it his not leifiire allowed 
it to be latisfi'd. Now Hunger is revived, and 
the Appetite awaken'd, and they fall on afrefh 
with the lame greedineft andGuft, ThcBelly hav- 
ing no Eyes, lees not how much it takes in, and 
at laft is rather fill'd than Cloy'd. And fmce 
the fimplicity of Nature is not entertaining e- 
nough, they make mixtures and hocchpotches of 
various kind^, and by their exquifice and elevat- 
ed Sapours, (iipport and encourage their Intem- 
perance : Notwithftanding , tho' they recede 
lb much from Nature, yet are rhey not able to 
fill the vaft capacity of their Defires. Like- 
wile they dont think themfelve well dreft, un- 
lels they have the beft of every thing on their 
backs; they don't look after the moft Decent 
and Commodious , but the gayeft Apparel j 
' ' they 
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thcv Jon": enquire for the warmeft^ but th 

finclt Cloth; in a word, they clonic defir 

f pLirfuant to their Vows) what they have onl 

ojcilion for, bat what may cover them mo 

\vi:h X'aniry. Don't wc lee every Day, ths 

tlioli Habits which were given Monks, as marl 

of Humility, are (b contrived that they (srve xi 

ther to exalt their Pride i Scarce can a whol 

Kingdom furnilh them fuitably to their extr 

vaganc Dcfires. The Soldier and the Monk al 

nioft partake of th: fame Habit in the Field 

and in the Cell. Will not a Monk's Cowl now 

ada)s become a Man of the World ? But you' 

tell me perhaps with the Proverb, That th 

Habit does not make the Monk, and that it is Vir 

tue alone which governs the Heart, tho' the Per 

ion be never lb ft)lendidly cloath'd. Verj 

well, then would I fain ask you what make 

them traverfc the To.vn, vifi: Fairs and Mer 

chants Warchoufcs, overturn their Merchandizes 

unfold their Silks, clay them with their Fingers 

view them with their Eyes, hold them up to th( 

Light, rejecft fome and like others ; if they wer< 

not more addicted to Vanity than Virtue 

Perhaps I may hereupon incur the Charafter o 

an Arrogant Perfon, abounding in my owi 

Sinle, buc it is no matter, I cannot hold m] 

Tongue, but muft always take liberty to enquin 

how the Salt of the Earth comes to be fo de 

prav'd ; what occafions Men, whole Lives ough 

to be Examples of Humility to others, to givi 

rather, by their ill Pradtiles, Inftrudtions an( 

Models of Vanity. For to pafs by many othe 

things, what a proof of Humiliry is it to fee « 

vaft Recinue ot" Horfss^ with all their Equi 

pag€ 
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pagCj and a confufion of Valetsdechambres and 
other Servants crowding after a venerable Abhot i 
In a manner, that now-adays the Train of ftch 
a one far out-fliines that of two Bifhops put 
together. May I be thought a Lyar, if it be 
not true that I have leen one Abht only, atten- 
ded by above 60 Horfe. Who would take thefe 
Men for Fathers of Monksy and Shepherds of 
Souls? Or who would not be apt to take 
them rather for Governours of Citys and Pro- 
vinces ? Why tho' the Matter be 4 Leagues off^ 
muft his Train of Equipage extend even to his 
very Doors ? One would take thefe mighty pre- 
parations either for the fubfiftance of an Army, 
or for provifions to travel thro' a very large 
Defert ? Alfo cannot Wine and Water be pour'd 
undefild out of the fame Cup ? Cannot a Can- 
dle give light, but in a Gold or Silver Candle- 
ftick i Cannot you fleep upon any other bed 
than one of Tilfue ? Will not one Servant fiif- 
fice to guide your Horfe^ ferve at Table and 
make your Bed ? If you tel! me it is to fave 
charges in an Inn, that you carry all thefe things ; 
then will I ask you why every Perfon does not 
carry his own Provifions ? But all this is little 
or nothing ; let us proceed to matters of more 
conlequence. I fliall then take notice of the 
unrealbnable Dimenfions of their Churches, their 
ftately Heighth, their exceffive Length, and ih- 
perfluous Breadth^ of their liimptuous Orna- 
ments and curious Piftures, which attrafting 
the Eyes of the Congregation do not a little, 
I fancy, divert their Devotion, and which leeni 
to me not much more allowable than the Ce- 
remonies of the Ancient Jews. As for my part 
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I would have all Devotions and Places of Wor 
ihip tend to the Glory of God. Now I would 
fain ask thefc Monks one QneUion, which a 
Pagan heretofore demanded of his fellow P^^ 
gan. Tell me^ Friefis, faid he, wbaf has Gold to do 
with Holy Places ? fell me Poor Soui$ ( then 
fay f, if you may be call'd Poor Souls j what 
has Gold to do in the Sanftuary ? 1 do not here 
mean Bifhops and their Churches, for we know 
that they are indebted both to Wife Men and 
Fools, and muft be allow'd to ftir up Devotion 
in People by Images^ whom they arc not able 
to move by their Preaching. But chey that are 
no more of the Worlds that have foriaken all 
the Pleafures and Riches of Life for Chrift's fake ; 
that have ca(t at their Feet, all that glitters in 
the Eye ot the World, and have fled from Con- 
certs of Mufick, Fragrant Smells and Feafting 
their other Senfes; Ought thole, I fay, to Inte* 
nipt their Devotion with-thelc Stumbling-blocks? 
What could Hiey expe(ft, fliould they acquiefce ' 
in alt thefe Vanitys, but the Admiration of Sots, 
and the SatisfaAion of Fools i Is not the com- 
merce thev entert lin witli the World, the caufe 
of their Offjring Incenfe to thefe Idols ? Or to 
fpeak more plainly, is not Avarice rather the 
caufe of ir, the very worft of Idolatrys ? Is ic 
not true that they have more regard to the Peo- 
ple's Riches, than their Salvation? Perhaps youl 
hzrc reprimand mc, and cry what ! will you 
then difcover tfie great Secret ? Have not we 
an Art to multiply Riches by Exhaufting them, 
and like a River to make them encreale, while 
they flow in the moll rapid manner^ for with 
us Profulensjfs is the caufe of their Aboun- 
ding? 
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ding ? With you indeed the Minds of the Au- 
ditors are feduc d by coftly Vanities^ infbmuch 
that inftead of Offering their Hearts to God, 
they Sacrifice their Purles to Man. Thus you may 
proceive Dear Nephew^ howRiches hamperRich- 
es,and how the Money of the Adoti^ prove a baic 
for the Caution of Fools. Thefe Monks cover 
their Riches with rich Attire^ and Pilgrims 
for fear of being dazled, approach them with 
fhut Eyes and open Mouths. The beft Adorn'd 
of Images, are ever the moft Holy. Men crowd 
ta pay them Devotion, but firft muft be Con- 
(ecrated with Holy Water before they come 
near^ then and even then for the moft part, 
they are enclin'd to admire at the Ornaments 
more than either the Reprefentatives or the Re- 
prelentation. Next their Churches are hung 
round, not with Crowns of Thorns, but Ropes 
of Perls ; the lights of the Lamps are heightned 
by the luftre of Diamonds, and inftead oif Cau- 
dlefticks, you (ee branches of Brafi mounted, 
whole Weight and Workmanfiiip are equally to 
be Admir'd. What do you think can be the 
cauie of all thefe fine things? Are they more 
to put you in mind of your Sins, thah to move 
your Admiration ? No certainly ! O Vanity of 
Vanitys ! But this is not lb much a Vanity as 
it is a Folly. The Church here fliines in its 
Walls, and fuffers in its Poor ; It covers its 
Stones with coftly Ornaments^ bat leaves its 
Children, the misfortune of being Naked. Here 
the Eyes of the Rich are fed with rhe Bread 
of the 'Poor: TheCurioftty of Men is Indulged 
where the miferies of the Indigent are'negledled. 
Neverthelefi if we are inienfible of the wants of 

Men 
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Men^ we ought to have morC' RdpeA to the 
Imajges orcur Saints, than to pave our Churches 
with them ; what a (liame is it for us to Spit 
in the Mouth of an Angela and tread on the 
Face of a Saint ? But all this while, tho' we have 
an Indifference for the Carvings why do not 
we fpare the beauty of the Painting? Why 
^o we Paiht with our Hands what we intend 
to deface with our Feet? Why do we take fo 
much pains in embellifliing what we intend 
to defile the next Minute ? What fignifie fo ma- 
ny fine ftrokes, when they are immediately to 
be covered with Duft ? In a Word, what occa- 
fion is there for all thefe Vanities amongft poor 
Monks J who have renounced the Follies of the 
World ? Thus, Dear Nephew, you have your 
Letter anfwer'd, I hope to your latisfa^oa: 
God continue you always in the . good Coar£; 

ou have begun, and enlighten your Mind with 

i$ Divine Grace. 



I 
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LETTER. I. 

A Leu er from Cato Uticenfis to his Son 
Marcellus. 



Done out of Latin by Mr. Savage. 



Son Marceliusj 

IN yours^ and my Cafe, it is evident the Love 
of a Father outdoes^ the Duty of a Son, for 
where you have forgot to write to me ; I not 
only take care to fend you Letters, but aUb 
provide you neceilaries to boor. If you will 
not converfe with me as a Father, Pray Write 
to me as a Friend, and tho' you cannot re(peft 
my Grey Hairs, have at leaft regard to my good 
Works. You know, Son Adarcellus, I have been 
now for theie five Years in Greece^ and rcfided 
for the moft part at Athens^ where are the moft 
famous Philoibphers, and moft celcbcated Aca« 
demies in the World. If you would know my 
Opinion of thefe Grecians, it is this : They talk 
much and do little ; call others Barbarous and 
themfelves only Learned ; are Friends to thofe will 
be guided by them, and Enemies to fuch as will 
not, diffemble Injuries, but never forgive them ; 
are conftant in Hate and variable in Love ; hide- 
bound when they give, and Covetous when they 
get. And in a Word, Son Marcellus^ they ^j-qi 
naturally Proud and Imperious where they Com- 
Viand^ and Slavilh when they Obey. This is 

what 
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what the PhilofophersPieach and People Pra&ife, ' 
and whereof I thought fit to Inform you, chat 
you might have no Inclinations to leave Rome^ 
to come hither; for you know well the Prudence 
and Staidneft of our Country would (iiit but ill 
with the Levity and Novelties of Greece. The 
Day our Sacred Senate ihall permit the Gred 
Arts and Sciences to enter Rome^ that very Day 
our whole Repuhlick will be inevitably Ruin*d| 
for where the Romans may have reaibn to boail 
of Living well, the Grecians only bufy chefelves 
with talking of it. Altho' the Grecian Arts are 
all either Dubious, Pernicious or Scandalous; 
yet let me tell you. Son Marcelks^ Phyfick is like 
to prove moft dangerous to our Common- 
Wealth, for the People here have long iince re- 
Iblv'd to Murder thofe by Potions^ they cannot 
Conquer by Arms. livery Day Obferve cheie 
Dodors quarrelling among themielves, not how 
they (hall Cure, but after what manner kill 
their Patients. But I enjoyn you, Son Afsrcettm$ 
forthwith to Advife the Senate of the firft Arri- 
val of Six Phyficians lately fent from hence, that 
they may not befufFer'd either to Reador Prac- 
tife they Pernicious Myfteries among you. Fare 
you well from Athens. 



TL^ 
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Two Letters of the Emperor Aurelian and Qaeefj 
Zenohia. Do^'efrom the Original hj Mr. Savage. 



L E T T E R L 

Aurelian Emperour of Rome, und of all 
Afia, to the Honoured Zenobia, Queen 
of Palmyra, He all b dnd Profpemj. ' 

ALtho' llich Women as you, ought rather to 
be treated like Rebels .than Friends, yet 
to (hew yoii my Clemency fuperledes my Ju- 
ftice, if you will yield me Obedience, I will 
not only Pardon, but Honour you and yours. 
The Riches you enjoy, I am content you (hall 
continue in the PoITeflion of^ and likewile hold 
your Kingdom ofPalmjra during your Life, and 
difpd(e of it it the timeof ybiir Death, provid- 
ing thit you forever renounce your Pretenfio/is. 
to any other Dominions in J/ta, and likewiie 
•acknowledge Rome for your Sovereign, Your 
Subjeds I do not require for Slaves^ but Con- 
federated and Friends, but this on Condition 
that you forthwith disband your Army in Jfia^ 
and return to your Obedience to Rontey yet I 
am willing to allow that you fhould be permit- 
ted to keep up fuch a Force as may he (ufii- 
cient for your private Guard. As for your Sons 
you have had by Odenatus your Husband, I am 
contented you ihould choo(e which of them 
you pleafe to continue wi:h you in JJi^, but for 
the reft I muft carry them with me to Rome^ yec 
that not. as Captives but honourable Ho/tages. 
As for our Pf ilbners taken on both (ides, | am 

L Wii 
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willing they (hall be exchang'd Gratis* Thus 
you may continue Honoured in JJiSt while I re- 
turn to Rome latisfy'd and well pleas'd. The 
Gods be your Procedors^ and always prefervc 
our Antient Mother Rome. 



LETTER IL 

Queen Zenohias Anfwer ; (iippos'd to be written 
by the great Philofbpher and Critick Longinus^ 
who loft his Life on that Account. 

Zenobia ilueen of the Palmyrians, and Severeign 
Miflrtfs of the Eaft, and of all Afia^ to the Emfe- 
ror Aurelian Health and Confolation. 

YOUR Entitling your felf Emperor of Rome, 
I have nothing to fay againft ; but when 
you extend it to that of the Eafi and of all 
Afia^ I muft tell you^ Jurelianj you claim what 
is none of your owq ; for you know well, that 
p^rt of thofe Dominions I have Inherited froQ> 
my Anceftors, and the other part have con- 
quered by my Arms. You write, if I will yield 
you Obedience, you will not only honour but 
pardon me and mine j to wliich I anfvtrer, that 
it would be a mod unjult thing in me^ if fince the 
Gods have thought fit to make me capable of Go- 
verning the Empire of the Eafi , I (hould liibmit 
my felf a Vaffal to Rome. You lay you will 
permit me to enjoy my Riches, and to Dif* 
pole of my Kingdom of Palmjra only^ in caie 
I will acknowledge Rome for my Sovereign: 
To which I muft anfwer that you give what is 
none of your own to difpole of} and pretend 

to 
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to what you (hall never be Mafter of, for I hope 
fboner to be in a condition to give away what 
you enjoy in Rome, than you fhall be able to 
difpofe of what I pojGTt'fs in JJia. The War 
you wage againft nie, ji^relian, is moft unjuft j 
fince you take up Arms to deprive me of what 
is my Rights both by Nature and Conqueft. 
Do not think that the Name of Rome frights me, 
for if it was in your power to begin a War, 
it is oqly in ih^t of the juft Gods to difpofe of 
the Viftory. Remember you have, to do with a 
poor Widdow^ dilconlblate whom' it will be 
no Glory to Conquer. And on the Contrary 
if fhe (hould Conquer you, as who knows but 
fte may, confider what (hamc it will bring you. 
A Troop of Highway -men, have already defeat- 
ed your Army in Syria. The Ferfians come to 
my aid, the S^rax^ns arm f»r me, and the Ar- 
menians have declar*d in my favour, and I doubc 
not butthe Immqrcal Gods will likewtfe affiO: me^ 
their delight being to prbte^ the Inqocent and 
Chaftize the Haughty. But if they ffiould not, 
and my bad Fate jfhould permit you to triumph 
over me and deprive me of Life, yet I Com- 
fort niy felf, in that it will ftill be faid aftec 
my Death, that the Unfortunate Zenobia lolt 
her Life in defence of her Country and Hon- 
our. Do not, Aurelian^ ieek to win me either by 
Entreaties, Threats or Flattery, for all thofc 
Methods will he alikp finfoccf^stul. As for my 
Sons, you mull not think to g^ip any of them 
for Hoftages, unlcfi you can force them, for I 
have long fince taught them to defend them- . 
j^lyes, an(4 not to betray thciir (Jpuntry. j^are you 
well from P^/»»)r^,and the Gods be your Advilers. * 

Li L E X- 
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LETTER L 

Count Bufly, to Madam • 



^rTplS an eafie matter for the King to buy all 
JL that he cannot conquer : Thus either by 
Sword or Money he will at laft be Matter of the 
largeft Part of the World. But I admire at the 
King of England^ who drives a Trade in Towns, 
and fells Tangiers, after having fold Dunkirk: If I 
were in his place I would likewiie k\\London%foT he 
has as little realbn to keep that> as any oif the reft. 
Since Cuckold-making has been in Fafhion, 
there never was a Man that deferved more to be 

made one than Mr . and every Day of his 

Life adds fbmething to the Efteem I had for his 
Wife, when fhe chofe rather to turn Common, 
than live again with him. Well^ Madam, I mufl 
be in Love with Madam— r- — . Since my Railing 
at her in Rhime perfiiadcs you I am. Now fup- 
pofe it were fb, you mufl own Ibex's an ungrate- 
ful creature for not returning me Thanks, for all 
the repeated Proofs I give her daily of my paf^ 
fion. But let her ufe me as (he pleafes, I do af- 
fure you Til not be difcourag'd 10 go on. 



LETTER IL 

The fame to Madam 



THE Ink you made ufe of to write to me Was 
fb white/hat I could read t)ut ten or twelve 
.Words here and there in your Letter ; and 'twAS 

L 3 only 
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onlv your good fenfe and mine, that made ms 
gucfs at the reft. This is the beft Ink in the 
World to write Promiles with, that one has not a 
mind to keep ; for by this time^ *tis all blotted out;- 
but however I remember you wrote to me Ibme 
very obliging Things. I hopethofe Civilities have 
made a deeper Im predion on your Heart, than 
on your P.iper ; elfe yotfd be the moft fickle 
creature in the whole World. As for that Affedi- 
on,Madam,which I havefworn to you^cis written 
in my Heart with iuch Charaders as nothing 
(hall ever be able to deface. 



LETTER, in. 

The fame to Madam 



I 



WAS (6 uneafie about you, Madam^ that I am 
over-joy 'd to hear you were only lick: *TWas 
16 Ipng fince I had heard from you, and I fo 
much depend upon your Fricndfnip, that I had 
reafon to fear you were dead ; but as long as 'tis 
nothing but choler that you are troubled with, 
I hope you'll get rid of it, as I have dofte. 
*Tis not to be imagined what a perfed Health 
I enjoy ; God almighty^ fare, makes nae amends 
by this, for all the other Bleffings he has taken 
from me. Whilell I was at Court, I was con- 
tinually tofs'd betwixt hope and fear^ which io 
heated my Bloody that I was often obliged to 
have part of it let out ; that is to lay^ com- 
pounded for one . half of my Life to fave the 
other J but at prefent my ill Fortune puts mi 
in an admirable Temper. You cannot imagine, 

Ma^ 
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Madam^ how much a Dole of AdverHcy is Ibmc- 
times beneficial. I own that Potion tailesfbme- 
what bitter^ and one mufl have a ftrong Head^ 
not to turn giddy with the Vapours it lends up 
to the the Brain ; but with a little Trouble at firfl, 
one may ufe one's Palate to it, and then this 
Remedy works wonderful Effeds. You that 
live in the world will call me a Quack^ and I'm 
fure, you'd rather take a Vomit than my Me- 
decine ;*in Truths few People ever us'd it but 
upon a forc'd pur. 1 am forry for the 111 Treat- 
ment our Friend meets with at Court^ and I had 
rather any other Man of Merit, ftould contri- 
bute to comfort me, for the ulage I have received 
thele three Years paft, by the Example of his 
Sufferings. 

Before I conclude I muft defire you not to fhe w 
my Letters to any Body except Mr—-* — ; You 
know Men in my condition can lay nothing but ' 
what will be found fault with : If we are mer- 
ry, we exalperate our Enemies; and if fullen and 
peevifh; People are afraid of our Relentment. 
As for me, they would not allow me to be liif- 
ficiently caft down ; and tho' I have Refolution 
to fpare, yet I fhall be glad to have no frefh 
occafions given me of exercifing that Virtue. 



' LETTER IV. 
The fame to Madam . 

THcre*s a Time, Madam, when 'tis to be con- 
ftrued anegled not to write to ourFriends^ 
and there are others where 'tis Difcretion. Me- 

L 4 thinks 
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thinks^ it becomes a Man in diigrace, rather to 
be filenc than to Ipeak, tor either^ he is troubleibiii 

if he talks of his Misfortunes, or ridiculous if be 
pretends to bo merry. For my Part, Madam, I 
naye i^ot hitherto done my icU the Hononr of 
writing to you ,for fear of falling into either of theia 
Inconvcnicncies. 1 have more Refped for you 
than to fatigue you with my Sorrows, and I am 
uiier, than to laugh at them. 1 know very well, 
Mad am. there's aM«jdium between thofeExreams; 
but never thdcii ihc Converfing with the unfonu- 
liace is ever unpleaiant, efpecially to thofe in 
Profperity. Which obiigcs mc to conclude by af. 
iiiring you, that no Min in the World efteems 
and honours you more than I do. 



LETTER V. 

Madam S ^ to Count Bully, 

I wonder, Dear Coufin, that it fhould be pre- 
cifely in our littla Siiter ofSt.Mar/s(aNminerf 
jo called.) Chamber, where thcFancy takes me to 
write to you. One would be apt to think our 
Friepdftiip were grounded on ouf Gjand-Mother's 
Devotion; elle how comes it to pals that io ma- 
ny other Places where I have feen you, do hot 
put me {0 much in mind of you, as this where 
I never liiw you in my Life ? You have here a 
Daughter that contributes to that Miracle. She's 
as witty as if Ihe conversed with . you every 
Day, and as modeft as if flie had never 
Itirr'd from Saint Marfs, Indeed, She's a young 

Per- 
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Perlbnof very ft rid Chriftian Principles, adorn'4 
with certain Graces inieparable from the Houfe 
of Rabum^which render her wonderfully charm- 
ing. 1 doubt whether any of your other Children 
are better than (he ; but let this futiice to make 
her Proud. I have been eight Months iil Brit- 
ianjy during which time I neveri^uld find my icif 
witty enough to write to you. At my return 1 
was willing to renew our accouftomed Inter- 
courfe, and I begin with this : The better Day, 
the better deed. I fend you no News, either 
private or publick ; you know all that (^afles, ac 
leaft I will think fo, for I fancy 'tis hot fafe to 
write about Ibme Things. There are new Plays, 
on which, I have the Vanity to believe, you will 
palstheiamecenlureasmylelf have done. Fare- 
well, Dear Coufin ; you cannot imagine h^w 
much I covet the honour of your Friendftip. 



LETTER VL 
Count Bufly'j Anfwer%to Madam S— — 

1 \0 you know the reafon. Madam, why 
XJ you write to me from a Place where 
you ne're law mej rather than from many 
others where you have leen me a Thojjland 
Times? 'Tis becaufe my Daughter puts you 
in . mind of me, and growing foon weary of 
the^common Dilcourfe of a Nuimcry^ you pa(s 
away pare of the Tim« of your vifit in writ, 
ing to her Father. Thus, Madam, as far as I 
can perceivej you chufe rather to converie with 
Che World than me^ but then you have rather 

con. 
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converib with me than with a Nun. This you 
will own if you are finccr^. When I perused that 
part of your Letter, wherein. you fty. That mf 
Daughter is as witty^ as if (he conversed with 
pn every Day, and as moaeft as if Jhe never 
fiirr^dfrom Saint Marys, I thought you had writ- 
ten, as ptodefi a^ Jhe bad never ^mvers^d with 
me. For indeod a young Lady may become a- 
greeable by convcrfing with me, but (he can 
hardly grow a Saint that way. My Daughter 
proves loch, as I have been told by a great ma- 
ny, befid^s your lelf, (he would do ; and the Te(^ 
timony ypu give me of the Charms of her Wit, 
Is what we call the Approbatim of the Judicious. 
Her Sitters have al(b their Merit ; and if by my 
Di^race they have lofl: fbme Advantages as to 
their Fortune, they have gain'd others with re- 
fped to their good Education, and their improv* 
ing of their Judgment. You (houldhavc writ- 
ten to me from Brittany : ]pk>th of us are tofers 
by your filence. *Tis a jeft to tell me you did 
not find your felf witty enough. What ! do you 
defign to write fine tetters to me ? In my Opi- 
nion they * can never be liich when written with 
defi.^n and ftudy. I confefs I know what pafTes 
at C6urt ; but I fhould be ignorant of it, if all 
my Friends were as cautious as your felf. 



I 



LETTER VIL 
Madam • to Count BufTy. 

am io feldom at Varisy that it has never^ 
been yet in my Power to obey your Lord- 

(hip'5 
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fhip's Commands, however, I am very lorry fort, 
becauie I LOVE you very much. Were I fonte 
few Years younger^, that word LOVE in Capi- 
tals would look very terrible to me ; but (ince ic 
goes for no more than Friend (hip between us^ I 
^ak it boldly. I fend you here enclofed the 
Ballads, Which Monfieur BenferaJe lent lately to 
the Duke and Dutcnefi of Orkans ; you'll judge 
of them better than any Body elfe. The Coun- 

tefi D ' will not follow the Court, becaufe 

(he goes to drink the V^aterl For my Part I 
u(e my felf fo much to Solitude, that were I at 
my own Difpofal, I (hould certainly turn Jn- 
cborete for good and all. I know not whether 
you can conceive, that one may fometimes grow 
weary of ones lelf^ as well as of other People j 
but for my part^ I experience it to fuch a degree, 
that I grow very SinguUr in that Refpcd, ndr 
to fay Mad. 



LETTER VIIL 
Count BulTy'i Jnfmr. 

^npiS to no purpofe, Madam, for you to ex- 
I aggerate your Age: For when you tell 
me you Lovt me, I account it as a very great 
Favour, and 4o hearSIy rejoyce at it. But with- 
out pretending to leifen my obligation to you, I 
dare alTure your Ladi(hip^ that let your fenti- 
ments towards me be what they will, yet they 
can amount to no more than Gratitude^ (ince I 
began to Love you (irft. 

The Ballads you fent me^ have been very en- 
ter- 
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tertainlng : No Man but BenferaJe can write Tri- 
fles lo genteel ly, 

I can conceive, how People may grow weary 
ofthemfelves, as well as of other People. This 
proceeds from Idlcneis ; for if you kept your lelf 
em ploy *d, you would not be unneafie as you fay 
you are. You mention fblitude as a Remedy 
againft Melancholy, whereas in Reality 'tis the 
true caufe of it. 

Would you not think it very ftrange to fee 

Madam C Marry the Abix)t L ? But 

would you not be more lurpriz'd^ if after that fte 
did noc cuckold him ? 



LETTER IX. 
Cou»t Bufly Po Madam M- 



I received your Lordfhip's Lptter, but yefter- 
day ; by which, you very obligingly expof- 
tuiate with me concerning my long Silence. 
This^ by your favour, is an odd way of pro- 
ceeding, for you know very well you ow'd me 
an Anlwer, which perhaps, I would patiently 
have cxpeded a little longer. 

I find you want to know what I do ? I muft 
tell you, I never was fo well in Health, io mer- 
ry, nor (b dtfirous of feeing you ^s I am at pre- 
Icnt. As for the Lady you fpeak of, who was 
like to die in the Country, I heard the extream 
Danger (he was in, with as much Refblution, as 
file received the News of my beings Prifoner in 
the Bafiille 3 and for all you are pleas'd to lay in 

your 
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your Letter, you know very well, 1 have realbn 
to have no better {entiments towards her. 
. I know not what to tUnk of my Return, at 
lea{jt at tbis prefent time. If I reflcd upon my 

Faults only, I (hould be recalled to morrow , 

but then if I think how unlucky 1 am, I find it 
• cannot be fo (bon. However, that Day muft 
come ; and I do adure that when ever 'cis, I (hall 
be very glad of it, merely upon account of my 
Friends ; for you know well enough, I am not 
luch a Fool as to have any ambitious Thoughts 
in Profpeft. Then I fhall be intirely at my 
Friend*s Service, aud . Fortune (hall no more di- 
vide my Heart. You need not ask what (hare 
both you and my little Cou(in (hall have in it, 
for I can aflure you 'tis fo much your own, that 
you may di(pole of it at Plealiire. 



L E T T E R X, 

Madam B— — ro Count Bufly. 

Imu(t acquaint you Lord(hip with apiece 
of Ne ws,that will certainly make you merry ; 

which is, that Mr was reconcil'd to his 

Wife, but is now fo afham'd of it, that he only^ 
fees her in private. 'Tis thought the Realbn of 
this l^econcilement was, that he might engage 
his Wife's Intereft to gain her Sifter's favour, 
whom he Loves to diftradion, and who defir'd 
of him that Proof of his Love. Farewell, My- 
Lord J give me leave to tell you by the by, that 
*tis v^ry ungenteel in you, never to write to me, 
till I have anfwer'd yours firft, when People Love 
their Friends never lo little, they don't u(e to 
ftand upon PunAilio's. LET- 
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LETTER Xi. 

Count Buffy to Madam B — 



YOU tell me. Madam, you know hot what 
I can think of your being filenc this loi^ 
while ? Truly, I cannot but think that you Love 
me but, very indifferently ; for your Hccle Jofir- 
ney into the Country did not interrupt your Cb- 
relpondkig with your Friends at Paris; and 
you might as well have lent thither, from time to 
time, a line or two fbr me. I grant you 1 
might have dgtle the fame, but I fear*d either 
tlut my Letters would never come to your Hands^ 
or elfe that you would care but little for 'em. 
For; Madam, you cannot iniagine, how much 
People in difgrace are apt to be miftaken^ and 
full of Sufpicions. 

I am very angry with your Husband's Rheum, 
finceit robs me of the Pleafure of leeiog you 
hereJ You would have been welcome to a prec- 
ry, clean, pleafant Houie, and been entertained 
with our homely Couhtry-Faire*, and above ,all, 
a gr^at deal of Mirth. You do very . w^I td 
Nurfe Up your Husband . your felf, ,and not to 
truft hirri with the Phyficians^ who ^ have/ not 
fb great sL concern jo him as your felf have, = .: 

The Death of M— does not render the 
Court more melancholy than ic. was before; 
This RefleAioh ought to redouble our c^re^)(]f 
Life, (ince People are ^lojooner dead thap they, 
are forgotten. *Tis true it j^ould avail. tbeiji 
but little to beremembred; therefore . we rauft. 
endeavour to lire, for fiving lake. Mr— — -S. J^tt 

&)tf(ril$ip(int 
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concilcment with hts Wife is pleafant enough : 
I apprehend bis Reaibns for it, but cannot con- 
ceive his Wive's ; uqleis it were that when fhe 
livM from her Husband^ fhe had not the Plea- 
fiire of deceiving him, which gives a wonderful 
Reli/h to an Amour. I ever lookt upon the 
poor Lady as a filfy G^e, and could not imagine 
how any Man woukl truft her either with his 

ftgret or his .Heart. Madam, Adieu . Be 

for the future a little more exad in anfwering 
my Letters, for I am not a little defirous of hav- 
ing all I can from you. 



LETTER XIL 

The Mdrchionejs of - — to Qount Buffy. 

'\TOX} ought tofuppofe I cannot write to you, 
jf whenever I happen to be filent; for 1 
dilcharge this friendly Duty with tbo much Plea- 
fure, to be wanting in any opportunity. 

I am overjoyed to hear you are in good Healthy 
and I thank you heartily for it: That's a Bleffing 
for which your Friends are beholden to your 
good Temper, which makes you to comply with 
tneTTimes, and renders you the delight of all that 
approach you ; whereas the generality of other 
Perlbns in Difgrace are infiipportable. 
4 I am not a little oblig'd to your Lordfliip for 
being Ibmewhat uneafie at my abfence ; I return 
jrou the iame Cbmpliment : Indeed I had ra- 
dtbr be your Neighbour than any Body's ' elfe in 

LET- 
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LETT E R XIIL 

Couift BufTy to Midun' 



I 



admire^ Madam, both at the continnance 
and Exadneis of our Correfpondence : Were 
It not fuported by a great Efteem and Friendfhip 
on both fides, it had often been interrupted ; boc 
I take great delight in writing to you, and yoa 
are aKvaies ib kind as to anfwer me without any 
delay. 

Had poor Madam— been dead thefe hundred 
years, fhe (hould not have been more forgotten 
than Ih^'s already ; However we muft not wonder 
at it : We often forget the Abfent who arc dead 
but for a while; how then fhould we rcmember 
the dead^ who are ablent for ever ? I would la- 
ment 'em more, if I thought they remeinbred us; 
but I believe they have other bufinefs to mind, 
and therefore^ Madam, let us remember, and 
make much of one another, whileft we live, 
fince we have no other time to do it in ; and 
for that very Realbn, let's live as long as we can 
— — . The Company, which, I told you, I ex- 
peded here, is not yet arrived ; but in recompenfe 
I have niany other Vifitei s both from ?aru and 
the Country. The Neighbourhood of St. Af^s 
Wells brings us a thouland People, who are not 
one jot the more troablefom tor their Diftempers. 
Formerly the converfing with thofe Pilgrims was 
dangerous, but now adays a great mawy Ladies 
come hither to refrefli thenifclves, who, in my 
Opinion, are not rhc ;efs lovely^ for having their 
Blood a little upon the irerment. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 

Madam Scarron (noysf Madam MaintiSHon) oo 
Count Bujfy* 

I Write, to you, my Lord, aflbon as I ara able : 
For I have been troubled thefe twelve days 
with a continual Feaver, attended with fuch a 
Head, ach, that I was ready to run diftratSed. Af- 
foon ias I receiv'd your Letter to the Duke of 
St. A — 1 difpatch'd it to him. I have noc 
heard from him this long while, but I know 
how to awake him, if he fliould chance to be a- 
fleep. He is a very good Man, and one who is 
ever ready to oblige his Friends to the utmoft 
pf his power. I have been alone this Fortnight j 
which is the reafon I have no News to fend you. 
I am'fo (illy whilft lam fick,.that I am well- 
enough pleas'd to have no Vifitcrs, What do 
you think of Madam— -•and her great affliSion 
on the Death of the Abbot pt •— For ray parr, ' 
I commend her for it j tho he were a Frlevd or 
Gallant : For after all,wHeri.a Woman is infatuat- 
ed by either of thefe, and that he proves faithful, 
if fne lofes him, her lofs is certainly very great.' 
Do you not think it a very grave bufineisi foC 
Madam R -— —- to be a Widow the three firft 
Months } Afterwards fhc will like it well enough : 
for of all conditions that*s the mod free : Auu 
indeed the opportunities one might have of do- 
ing ill, is apt to kflenthe defire of being dil"h()- 
iicft, Adico, Dear Count, my head turns gi-i- 

M ct>\ 
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dy, and were ic not that I have a great efteem 
for you, and that I cannot live eafie without 
your Letters, which are become a neceflary good 
to me, 1 had not been able to write at all. 



LETTER XV. 
Coi4ftt BuflyV Afffwer to Madam Scarron. 



YOilr Rea'bn, Madam, does not fcctii to mc 
impaired in the Icaft by your Head-acb, 
and I beruvc that proof againft the fevercft Me- 
grims ; ho\A ever I am extreme glad you are in 
better Health. Our Friend's fault is not to be 
warning in ferving his Friends, when *tis in his 
Power, but only not to own his Inability offer- 
ving them upon fome occafions. I wonde^ you 
have been a whole Fortnight without receiving 
any News from your Friends j they might have 
thought fomething or other had happen*d to 
you, which deferv'd their enquiring after, fincc 
they did not hear from you all that while. 

Madaei has reafon to grieve at the Death 

of the Abbot of — and not to conceal her af- 
flidlion, for flie expcfted to marry him. I know 
not whether fhe is to be condofd with Ujpon 
this occafion, and defir'd Madam —— ^ — to in- 
form me. I do not think, as you fay, that Ma- 
dam -^-- can keep up with Dignity, the Gravity 
of a Widow for three Months together. Nay^ 
I doubt whether fhe can forbear Laughing at 
thofe, who iball offer to comfort her^ I agree 

with 
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with you, that Widowhood is a plealant Oon* 
dition, efpecially to the Women j becaufe they 
recover their Liberty, and without injuring the 
^Memory of your poor deceafed Husband, I be- 
lieve, (betwixt yoii and I ) you would not be 
willing to fee him come to life again. 
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LETTER XVI. 

Mad. Scarron to Count ' Bufly. 

IXVill follow your Lordfhip's Counfel, and iri^ 
dulge the pleafure I find in writing to you 
bften, provided you be as willing to anCwer my 
Letters. 'Tis true, you*l make a Negro s exchange j 
That is, you'lpart. with Gold for Troni And the 
advantage I fhall find in this way of Trading, 
will be, that I ftall grow Richer, and you ne- 
ver the Poorer. But, my Lord, if what I heard 
Yefterday be true, we are like to have War ve- 
ry fpeedily. I faw Yefterday Monfieur- • 

who informed me of a Report, as if the King 
had agreed with the King of England^ to maikc 
the Prince of Orange Sovereign of the United 
Provinces. I cannot give credit to it ; but if fucH 
a thing fliould happen, you Heroes would inakp 
the Market on't. The little Mbhf. «^-rr~. who 
is in Lorrain, wrote Yefterday to his Father, that 
they were commanded to Yiiarch he knows nor 
whitherjthat they had taken ProvifiOns with *cni 
for three diys, and that their firft days march 
Vas to be fixteeh Leagues Others write thai: 
ISftfifiibirg is Bcfic^'d by the Bilhop of Mtntfiir; 

Ml ai d 
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and that our Troops are nuuxhing to join hin. 
If all this be true^ will it not be a means tola- 
ften your return to Court ? A little time will 
better inform us of all things. You fay true, 
that Count «—— 's Letters want to be Tran- 
flatcd into Frtnchy to be underftood. He wriio 

better to Madam M than to mc, perhaps 

beciaufe he does not fo much endeavour to wriie 
well to her. 

P/tn\ June 9. 
1671. 



LETTER XVIL 

C0Ufft Biifly V Afffwer to Ma Jam Scarron. 

WELL, Madam, *ti$ agreed we fliall write 
often to one another : Be not in pain a- 
bout my being p ungual in. anfwering your 
Letters j for I ha^e more fpare time than you; 
I know not what to fay to the commendations 
you give me about my Gold and your Iran j bat 
have you a mind to know why I write Lcttcn 
to your liking ? *Tis becaule you can judge of 
their value, and I muft confefs that's an incou- 
ragement. You fay *tis thought we ihall have 
War ; for my part, I am not in this as the ge- 
nerality of People, who eaHIy believe what 
they mod; wifh for } to be plain, I believe ncxb- 
in^ of the matter. I think we could make a 
imrt to defend our felves, if we were attadt'di 

but wc find our felves too well EftabiUZi*d in 

the 
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(he prefent Pofture of affairs, to defire 
to change it by our own choice. I warrant 
we fhall never quarrel firft. ^_Count_— r»s " 
Friends are in the right on't, tQainule him with 
Prefenrs 3 for in the condition he and I are in, 
they ought to divert us and keep us emplo^'d, 
that we may not have time to reiedl on our 
affairs at Court. We ought to take care of no- 
thing but to live i for let all the World be againft 
us, yet time is for the unfonunate. I doubt 
not, as you fay, but the obfcurity of Count— —'s 
Letters proceeds from his endeavouring to write 
. v^ell. When a man has a Genius, he muft give 
it ics full fcope, and never confirain it. But 
if the Count*s Riddles puzzle you, they do you 
a great deal of credit in recompence. You would 
underftand him better had he lefs efteem for 
you, or were he lefs defirous to pleafe you. 
He renders himfelf intelligible to Madam ■ ' ■■ : 
becaufe he defpifes her. If your intercourfe 
with him continues, he will one dav or other 
pull off the Vizor, and Ihew himfcif to you 
bare-ftc'd. Madam - — 's Devotion, blended 
with all her other afiedted ways, make a fine 
xnifli*-niaih J but I knew nothing of her being a 
Friend to Madam ■ Your Mr.— »- has 

Eyes like another Man : but it plcafed me to 
(ee, that immediately after naming him, you 
fliould mention a Miftrcfs of mine. I am' 
fure you did it without minding the compari^ 
fbn i but it falls out every day, that fome Peo- 
ple put us in mind of others by chance, which 
however never fails to have the feme effeft as if* 
ywc did it on purpofe« I have the fame thoughtsf 
iffkh you about Mr » - He is an oocompliflit 

¥^ Gcntte. 
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Gentleman, whom I value very much. Ma- 
dam — — had more Love and Ambition whca 
(he Married ■ her Husband^ but I quefKon 

whether fhe continues in the lame difpofition, 
efpecially when (he's in Paris^ where fhe has 
i7ote,thMt frequent occafions to wifli herfcif ftill a * Dutches. 
PI France Let a Husband be never fo genteel and agreeable^ 
f^omen yet he is no more than another Man, when a 
^^/(;«> Woman is once us'd to him, and the temptation 
^'^^^^ of thofe Honours fliehas quitted, will rerurnof 
courfe. Let the Cafe be how it will. Madam 

• has reafoii to fet a good Face upon the 

. ^ matter, for that's the only way flic has left to 
juftifie to the World what flie has done. I love 
her very much, and both (he and her Husband 
have reafon to love me. Neverthelcfi, lam 

miftaken, if you and Madam do not loft 

me better, for indeed you take place btfore 'em 

in my Heart. As foj Madam I defcifc 

her very muchjtho *tis not either hatred or (pitc 
that fets nic againft her ; but I do it only for 
Diveriion fake. Her misfortunes do not awake 
my Generofity, becaufe 1 found her ihdifeicfl? 
in my Difgrace. However, I defire this mxf 
Eo no farther than Madam ■ ■ and yoot 
Pelf. ' 



iuffy^ June lo. 
' 1671. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
From Madam Scarron to Count BufTy. 

With Father RapinV ^ CharaSer. 

[Have a Book to fend to your Lordfliip from 
Father Rapn^ a Jefuit^ 'who tho a ftranger 
o V'>u, is one of the beft heads of that Society, 
ind a man of Exemplary Virtue. Knowing ihe 
kVorid fo well as you do, you may cafily ima- 
gine he has abundance of Friends among Per- 
ons of Quality. I once fliew*d him one of your 
Letters ^ and to ftew you his good tafte, I can 
iffure your Lordfhip he was fo charm'd with it, 
chat from that moment he has had a ftfong de- 
Gre to fettle a Correfpondence of Letters with 
you, and be admitted amongft your Friends. 
Therefore, my Lord, I think you ought kindly 
to accept his Prefent, and honour him with an 
Anfwer to his Letter. I promis'd him to 
give you his Charader, and I am going to 
make my word good. Hif Phyfiognomy dif- 
'Overs a great deal of his good Nature, and mild 
fempcr : His Mannen and Behaviour are free 
rom that AflFeftation which is remarkable in the 
Jenerality of thofe thas wear a Religious Ha- 
rit ; He is contented to keep np a Decorum^ and 
have that prudent Rcfcrve which becomes a 
Man of his Age and Profeffion.Henot only is mo •? 
Tally Good) but alfo very Religious^ his Devotion 

M 4 ' putjs^ 
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puts him upon performing goodWorks, but n^ 
ver renders him a Peifecutor of his Neighbour's 
Detcdls J for he is fo far perfuaded, t\iat the tur- 
ning from Evil to Good muft be owing to God's 
Grace, that he rather chufes to pray for Sin- 
rers, than to preach to them, when he finds his 
Sermons would only fcrvc to exafperare their 
Minds. Thus he ftews no n:ore of his Devo- 
tion than is juft neceflary to edifie others by it, 
and convince 'em, that a polite, accompUA'cJ 
Man, may be a very good ChrilHan. He has 
a quality which, in my opinion , argues the 
Greatnefs of his Mind j which is, that he can 
raife and lower it at pleafure. Amongft Scho- 
lars he is accounted the b^'ft Scholar oithe Age, 
and yet his Knowledge i$ fo well digefted, that 
one difcovers nothing in his ordinary Convcr- 
fation, befidcs Reafon and good Scnfe. Methinks 
that Man deferves the highcft Commendations, 
who being able to fay a thoufand fine things, 
j'et condefcends to fay indifferent ones, only to 
adapt himfelf to the capacity of thofewith whom 
he {peaks. This is Father ii//i?;Vs Talent, for no 
man knows better than he, how to talk with all 
People of what they underftand beft, and pleafcs 
them moft j which, in my opinion, is the moft 
difficult fcrjowledge, and fuch as is moft to bead- 
inired in a Religious Man. He is courted and 
bclov'd by the greateft Men in the Kingdom, 
and yet he is neither pufft up with being ac- 
quainted with Perfons of great Quality and Wit j 
Jior does he defpife thofc of an inferiour Merit. 
He is as upright and juft as 'tis poflTible jfbr a- 
nyMan^ neither Greatnefs, Favour, Rank, nor 
Wit, can fcducc him, or fo much as tempt himJ 
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He is the beft narar'd Man alive ^ kind, obfig^ 
ing to every body, but to his particular Friends 
without any referve ^ ftill endeavouring to ferve 
them to the utmoft of his Power, without anir 
private confideration. I muft acquaint your Lord* 
/hip,that befidesthe greatEfteem he has already for 
you, he alfo defires to be your Friend, that in 
time he may have occafion to be ferviceable to 
you y for even thro* all the Stories your Enemies 
fpread abroad, he has perceiv*d that you are « 
good Man. However *tis upon the fcore of your 
Wit he now fends yoa his Book, and begs yon 
to corre£t what youM find ami& in it, becaufe 
he will reprint it with fome other CompoGti* 
onsofhis. Now what is moft true, and yet 
very uncommon in an Author is, that your Cor- 
reflions, if the Book admits of any, will oblige 
him more than your Commendations. He has 
writ lately another Treatifc concerning Eb> 
quence, which he will fend you aflbon as he 
knows your opinion of this« In the mean time, 
if you do not kindly receive both the Friend t 
give you, and the Books he prefents you with, 
I fiiall be very much diflati^ed. I pity you, 
my Lord, that muft take the trouble to read lei 
long a Letter, but then confider, I have been a; 
the pains of writing it } but I do afliire you. 
were I not your very humUe Servant , you'd 
^cver catch me at it again. 
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LJETTER XIX. 

From the Reverent J Father Rapin^ to Count 
Bufly. 

JConfcfs, my Lord, that Madam Scarron ha- 
ving fhewn me fome of your Letters, I wa^ 
fo toumd with your way of Writings and be- 
gan to have fo great an Efteem for your Lord- 
Ihip, that I defir'd her to fend you a Book I 
had lately wrinen concerning Eloquence and 0- 
rdtoryjihzi I might in fome meafure,merit a ftarc 
in your good Graces, and have a Correfpondcncc 
with you. Neverthelefs I would not be thought fo 
vain as to court this Intercourfe merely becaufe 
'tis Honourable and Glorious , but rather 
becaufe I thought it might be profitable 
to me. I am, my Lord, fo far acquainted with 
the Ancients, as to find you are mafter of atrue 
Stile, and that you are the only Man that knows 
how to be plain without being low, and natural 
without being flat. This Talent is fo very rare, 
thiat it has created the great efteem I have for 
. .ycsix Lordfhip, and the defire of being one of 
f^* your Friends. If what you fay in fome of your 
'' Letters be true, that your good Nature furpaffes 
yourWitjyou will eafily grant the favour I beg of 
your Lordfliip, which is. to take the pains to pe- 
f ufe the Book I nbw fend you, and to write your 
Remarks in it j that I mray cither add or retrench 
Virhat you ihall think fir. I ani about lo prin^ 
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Three Comparifons of fix of the moft' Learned 
Men among the Antients, wjc of Flato and ^- 

riftothy Defmfthenes and Cicero^ Homtr and Vhrgil^ 

to gather in the fame Volume a Hiftorical Phi- 

lofophy, Rhctqrick, and Art of Poetry. Now 

becaufe the Treatife I fend you is the moft im- 

perfc6l of the Three, a Ray of your fublimej 

Wit, which I hope you will let ffow on it, will 

^nuch contribute to the mending fts Faults. This 

is the favour I beg of your Lordfliip, and I j^rc- 

fume you will not be lorry to oblige a Man who 

is already fo much inclined to honour you ; who 

has fo great a value for your Merit , and who 

may teach others hovv to value you. Pardon, 

my Lord, my free way of writing, which I 

have pitched upon, for fear of being miftakenin 

the Forms wherein Perfons of your Quality muft 

be addrefs'd to. I am, with all the RefpeA 

imrginable, 

faris^ July X4. 
'671. 
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LETTER XX. 

Comt Bufly^ Anfwer to Yather Rapin. 

I Was highly pleas*d with the Civilities I re- 
ceived from you , thro' Madam Scartms 
Hands, and your Letter has made me compleat-- 
jy yours. Tho' I fet^ inthe main you flatter 
me, yet yoi^ do it nicelyi that you almoft 
' perfwad^^ 
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perfwade me you fpeak nothing but the Truthj 
for let the efteem that others have for us be n^ 
ver fo ill grounded, you know, Reverend Fa- 
ther, we always take it in good parL You £iy 
you will be my Friend, and I paiGonately defire 
to be yours j you write you are proinpted to 
court a Correfpondence with me, bccaufe it may 
be ufeful to you, I wifli with all my heart ic 
may j nay,. I will endeavour to render it agree- 
able and entertaining. You ask my judgment 
about your Comparifon of Tully and Demo^b$ms\ 
I proteft I was charmed with it, and never faw 
any thing fo dear, fo Well dcmonSrated, fona- 
tural a Style, nor an cxadtnefs (o artfully ma- 
naged. All I diflike is its being in Print 3 I wiA 
none but fuch as are able to know its Beauties 
ihould have it in Manufcript j for gfter all, when 
I confider that a thoufand Blockheads may read 
. read it //ichouc knowing its worth, I cannot 
but be uneafie at it. You tell me I ftall not be 
ibrry to oblige a Perfon, who has already fo 
;reat an Efteem for me, and may teach others 
low to value me : I do aflure you, my Reve- 
rend Father, that both to you, and to any man, 
whofe Efteem and Friend ftip you may procure 
xiie, I fliall ever approve my fclf moft fenftbly 
pratefuL Pray inculcate this often to your feH 
and to others, &€, 
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LETTER XXl: 

Madam S — to Count Bufly. 

Have now your great Boy in my Chamber, 
having fe^t for him in my Coach to Dim 
h me. My Coufin the Abbot, who was 
? juft now, prefented my Nephew with a 
icr folded up, which having opened, he found 
:o be a Pedigree of the Houfe oi Bnjjy Ra- 
'n: He was very much pleas'd with it, and 
low , bufic about looking from whence he 
cends. If all under one heconfiders whither 
is going, we are not like to dine fo foon j 
I will fpare him the trouble of that Medi- 
on, by afluring him, he goes direftly to a 
tain, nay, a fpeedy Death, if he follows your 
>fe(Iion, as 'tis likely he will. I hope this 
ought will not keep him from eating his Din- 
y the Blood that runs in his Veins will not 
'er him to be ftartled at fo fad a News. But 
en all is done, I cannot imagine how a maii 
I expofe his Life a ihoufand times, as yott 
re done, and not be kill'd a thoufand times 
;r. This day my head is full of that Reflec* 
n. Monfieur Juwrg«roi//e*s Death, that of G»- 
, Nogent^ and fevtral others j the Wounds of 
; Prince o( Mgrcillac^ Monrevel^Revel^ Count 
Saux^ Termes^ and a thott(and others, give me 
'ery dreadful Idea of the War. I cannot com- 
;hend the pai&ge over the Rhine by Swim- 
JE^ For Men to throw themfelves into that 

River 
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River on Horfcback, like a Pack of Hounds after 
a Stag, without either drowning, or being knockc 
on the Head at their Landing, (b far furpafles my 
Imagination^ that my Head tuxifs giddy with the 
thoughts on*t. God Almighty has hitherto pre- 
ferv*d my Son, but how can we depend on thofc 
that are in the Wars ? Farewel, dear Coufin, t 
am going to Dinner, I find your Son handlbm 
and agreeable i I am very glad you like my Let- > 
ters i *tis impoflible to pleale you, without being 
proud of it. 

P4n/, Tune 19. 
X07X. 



LETTER XXIL 
Count Bully V Anfrver to Madam S-— 

AT the rate you fpeak, one would think, 
Madaiii, chat none but Soldiers die j never- 
thelefs, 'tis certain, that the Wars haften the 
Death of fome few. For my own part, I havt 
had my fhare of feveral dangerous Encounrers» 
without being fo much as wounded. My Mit 
fortunes have been of another kind ; and to be 
plain with you, I had rather live le(s haix>y, than 
have dy*d young. A hundred thoufand People 
have been kilfd in the firft Fight they were 
engaged in, and a hundred thouGmd more in the 
fecond, but ftill I have efcap*d. I find you are 
very much alarm'd j but I muft oomfort you, 

Madam^ 
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adam, by acquainting you, that fome People 
ake fbmetimes ten Campaigns, without ever 
awing their Swords, and are often in a Fight 
ithout fo much as feeing the Enemy j as for 
cample, when they happen to be in the fecond 
ine, or in the Rear, and that the firft Line de- 
des the Viftory, as it fell out at the Battle of 
e Downs in kSjS. In a Field -War, the Horfe 
fEcers run more hazard than the reft ^ in a War 
' Sieges, the Officers of Foot are a thouland 
niesmofttxpos'd. On account of which I muft 
late to you, what Monfieur de Turenne told me 
: heard the late Prince of Orange^ JViUiamy fay, 
hat young Wcfnen thought Mm atwajs ready j and 
[Onks helit'v d Soldiers in the Wars always Figbt^ 

g. The great concern you have in this Cam* 
aign occafions thofe melancholy ReflcftionSj 
hich you never made before. Were not your 
)n in the Army, you would look upon that 
dtion, as upon a thoufand others which you 
IV t heard related without Concern, and would 
nly think the Paflage over the Rhine couragious, 
hereas you now account it fool- hardy. Be- 
^ve me, dear Coufin, moft things are great or 
nail, according as our Fancy makes *em. The 
vimming over the ¥.hine is a great Action, but 
^t fo bold as you imagine. Two thoufand 
[orfc go over to attack four or five hundred j 
it former are fupported by a great Army, com- 
landed by the King in Perfon, whereas the o- 
lers are Troops already frighted by the blunt 
id vigorous beginning of the Campaign. Had 
le Hollanders Ihewn more Refolution on f his Oc- 
ifion, they had perhaps kiU'd fome few more of 
or Men* but muft nevenhefs at laft have been 
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OTer-power*d by our Numbers. Had the Prina 
of Orange been pofted on the other fide the J^ffm 
vrith his Army, I do not think Ours would have 
ventured to have pa(s*d that River fwimming be- 
fore him. This, indeed, had been a rafh Adion, 
had we attempted it: However, 'tis no moie 
than jiUxanJer did at thePaiIageofGri»!»cjvj,which 
River he croft fwimming with 40000 Men, in 
fpitec^iooooo that oppos'dhim. *Tis true, bad 
he been beaten, he had Been accounted a mad 
Man y and 'tis only becaufe he fuccecded that we . 
lay, he did the greateft Adtion in the World. 

I am glad, dear Coufin, that your paffionatc 
railing againft War, proceeds only from your 
Fears of what may happen, and that your Son 
is come off fa%. We muft hope he will always 
have the fame good luck, tho* 'twas the (ayiog 
of Marefcbal de la Fert^^ that 'twas the Motto c? 
War, Stay and I JhaB catch thee. Pray, inform 
me, whether your Son was commanded to pals 
the i{h$ne or not, if my Son pleafes you, Madam, 
he may well hope to pleafe others. 



tbafeu^ June %6. 
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LETTER xxnr. 

Count Bufly to Madam S— — 

A Scratch of ones Finger, when one is ufl- 
eafie, hurts one more than a Quartan A* 
gue with % contented Mind; I fay i|pi to yout 
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aear Goufm, becaufe ItBink all the Ailments, of 
the fair Count^fs proceed only from her being 
gone from you. Let her make much of her Life; 
and endeavour to live merrily. I counfcl her 
nothing but what I have pradlis*d my felf fer 
thefe twelve Years paft. No man is more touchy 
than I am * but fo long as I was Mutinous and 
Refraftory againft Perfecution, I fuffer*d like on4 
in Hell, and (6 augmented my Miferies by my 
Impatience, I had died in the Baftile^ if a Month 
before I wafi fee at liberty, I had not entirely 
fubmittcd my felf to God Almighty's Willi 
This Refignation reftor'd me to my good Hu- 
mour and Gayeiy, and faved me a ^angerou* 
Operation, to which the Surgeons had already 
condemned me. Ever fince that time. Madam, 
having found fo great a Benefit, by Patience and 
Mirth, you need not doubt but I have often re* 
peated the f^me Rpmedy, which h^s fettled mc iii 
fuch a Temper, that though I loft my long Ser- 
vices of thirty Years, yet the return of Fortune 
is almort: grown indiUerent to me; nay, I never 
enjoy'd the fweets of Life fo well, as I have done 
fince my Difgrace. This is my Receipt which I 
fend to my dear Coufin, the fair Provencal Lady. 
I don't think the diffeicnce of our Conftitutioni 
can hinder my Remedy from being beneficial to 
her, for I look upon it as the beft Specifick. 

'Tis mofl certain, that the unhappy need but 
live : For as Gamcfters lofe only for want ot 
Money to pljy on, fo People remain in Difgrace 
only for want of Life. I think. Madam, I told 
you this once bfforej but I beg leave to repcaf 
it at prefent; an'i v^>l have good luck, if t 
fiotft tell it yon ten times o^^:/ a^id oven 

N FaihfJ^ 
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Father ^ap'm is deepIyVfilifted at the Death of 
che firft Prefident, though little more than mj 
{elf. I was fenfible he lov*d me as much as ever 
any Man in the World did, and you know how 
my Heart ftands affected towards thofe, whofe 
Friendfliip I am well aflur'd of! Farewel, dear 
Coufm, 1 do not tell you I love you, that's to be 
underftood. Let's do in this for the future, as 
thofe who Bet at Play,' and are willing to &ve 
^ themfelves the trouble of Staking : that is, iet'i 
love one another as long as we (ay nothing to 
the contrary. 

BuJD, Jan. y. 
1678. 



LETTER XXIV. 
Ma Jam S— -'- to Count Bufly. 

I Begin, dear Counn,with wifhing you a happ^ 
New Ye^r^which is as much as to wifli you ji - 
continuation of your Chriftian ^Philofophy, 
wherein true Happinefs conHfts. i I cannot ima- 
gine how 'tis polTiDle to enjoy a Moment's Tran- 
tjuility in this World, without having God Al- 
mighty in proipe^, and fubmitting to his Will 
With this Support we are able to bear the great- 
eft Misfortunes ^ and therefore, dear Couiin, I 
wifli you the continuance of that Bleffing, for 
(uch it isj nor is in our fiblves that wc can find 
thofe Relouxces. I Will forbear menttomoy 
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what you dcferv'd to Ivave been, and what yoii 
are now : My Love for you, and for my felfi 
has fufFer'd too much by it already j let's think 
no more upon ir, God would have it fo, and I 
fubfcribe; to all you (^y to me about it. The 
Court is full of new Bkw-firhgs^^nd one cannot 
jojake a Vifit without meeting with four or five of 
*cm. This Ornament, comes VQxy A-fnposy to 
grace the Arrival of the. King and Queen of 
England^ who are come tp St. Gerwalns^ and not 
to Vincennes^ as 'twas at firft reported they would. 
This Day will be the true Feaft of:the * King'sj^rt' ^ 
very pleafint to him who receives the other under *^'f"^'^'*^ 
his Proteaion, but very fad to him vvho wants f/^^^'^c/ 
a Sanctuary, ^hefe are great Objefts to gaze ^j5,^ £:,»^f/ 
at, and great Subjefts for Converfation. Politi-^ 
cians hav^ now abundance^ to fay. No body 
doubts but the Prince of Orange ^vas willing to 
let the King cfcape, ibat he might be Matter of 
England- wichout a Crime ; and as for the King, 
he did well to quit the Field, rather than hazard 
his Life with a Parliament that put his Father to 
Death, though he was of ^llc fame Religion as 
they. Thcfc Events are fo grc^r, that 'tis no ea- 
fie matter to cpnceivc where th&y will end, efpc* 
cially when one confidcrs the prefent State and 
Difpolition of all Jjjtrofc, That fame Providence 
that over-rules all, will alfo unravel all: Wc arc 
here below but blind and jg;norant Speftatorf 
Farcwel, 1 embrace you and my dear Niccie ; i 
%m forry ihe w?$ oblig'd to be kt Blood for her 
fcrc Eves:. 
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Jndlesy and had been taken /or a Spy in Franct^ 
as he followM a Vcflel laden with Salt. Ht 
told us your Name was both known and dread- 
ed in the deepcft Abyflcs of the Waters, and that 
the Whales of the Atlantick Ocean were in a cold 
Sweat, as often as they heard your very Name. 
He would have told us a great deal more, had he 
not been in the boyling Pan, fo that he couW 
hardly fpeak. The lilfe Tidings we had from 
a flioal of Frefla^ Herrings that came from Norwuj. 
They afliired^us that the Sea in thofe Pans was 
frozen that year two months fobner than ufoal, 
thro* the general Confternation they were under, 
iijpon the News that you directed your Courfc 
N(>jrthward, They told usihe p-eat Fsjhes (which 
yi^u know ' eat the little ones) were apprehenfiife 
that you would do by them,as they do by othcrsj 
that the greateft part of them were retired as 
under the Bear^ thinking you would not gofo 
far J that both the weak and ftrdng are alarm'd 
and perplexed J but efpccially a fort ofSea-Eehy 
that fqueak already as if you were fleaing of 'em, 
and make the fliore ring vihh their noife. 

To fay the Truth, you are a terrible Piii j 
and begging leave of the Hippotamos,. the Sea- 
tVolffii the Dolfbin himfclf, the greateft and moft 
confiderable Guefts of the Ocean,are but Sbrims 
in comparifon of you^ and if you go on 
after the rate you have begun, you wiiffwil- 
low up the Sea and all its Fiflies. But now you 
have rais'd your Glory to fuch a pitchy riot 
'tis certain it can neither go fanher nor higbtfi 
n would not be amifs, I luppofe, after fo raudi 
Tatigue, that you come and refreffi your {tlfm 
the Waters of the Seine, and fport and play 

a 
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a little with fo may pretty Tenches ^ fine 
Perches^ and honeft Troufs^ that wait hfare imps* 
fiently for your Company. But lee tbeir Paf> 
uon to fee you be never fo great, yet it comes 
(ax ihort of mine, and of the deCre I have to 
exprels how much I am 

roMrQR ACE'S 

\ 

Mofi Btunile and 
Oh^tm Servant, 

The C A R P. 
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LETTER XXVI. 



' Mmf. St. Ji^vremonc to MmJ. 



Cmcernhig Friends ^ when a Man h in Dif' 
grace. 

SIR, 

YOU blame me for 00c letting my Friends 
hear from me, to which I anfwer, that I 
Quft know 'em,before I write to 'em. A Man will 
ind himfelf miftaken in his ill Fonune^ if he 
depends upon old Acquaintance, which are mif- 
$iil*d Friends, on very (light Grounds. We 
oflW endeavour to nukcfome People remember 
V M4 ^h 
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tiS| v^ho have a mind to forget us, and vfhofb 
Spleen we mpve, inftead of befpeakiog their 
good Offices, And, indeed, thole who are in- 
(lined to ferve us in our Difgraces, are impa- 
tient to fhew their good Will towards us, and 
their Generofity fpares a Man the fecret Trou- 
ble, which he ever feels in explaining his wants. 
As for thofc who fufFer themfelves to be court- 
ed, they are in a manner refolved to fly from us, 
and our moft reafonable Petitions, become to 
them Troublefom Importunities. I will make 
a particular Application of this general Refle- 
ction, by acquainting you, that I have heard 
from all thofe Pprfons, who would be ready to 
ufc their Intereft in my Favour j I fliould in vain 
Ffttieue with my Letters, fuch as have not writ 
to me hitherto. Among thofe Friends whom I 
have try*d in my ill Fortune, I have found fome 
full of zeal an^ tcndernefs j others who did not 
want AffefJiori, but having a dear knowledge 
of their Unability to fcrve mc, and being little 
concerned to fee themfelves without Intered on 
this occafion, have ealily commired all my Mis- 
fortunes to my Patience. I am oblig*d to 'cm 
for the good opinion they have of it. This is 
a Virtue which a man makes the bcft fliift he 
can withal, yet which he had rather his Enemy 
fhould praflife. Neverthelefs we ought robe 
thankful for the Service which is done us, witb^ 
put Gompjainirig for that which is not j and re- 
ject certain Suggeftions of Self-Love, which re- 
prefent other Peoplp more oblig'd to ferve us, 
than really they are. During four years I hafc 
been put of the Kingdom, I have every fix 
Month's gone thrq\ jpcw Rigours, which I ren- 
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IS light as poffible, hy the eafinefs of Pati^ 
. I hate thofe unprofitable Stru^ings, whicti 
ad of preferving us from Mifery, retard the 
liarity we ought to contrail with it. Bc- 
;, thofe whbfc Power has no Bounds, never 
:e us fo unhappy as they might, when they 
us docile to their Orders. Oppofition exa- 
ates thdrWill , without diminifhing their 
/er. This fubmiffion to our Matters, i/ifen- 
/ prepares me to fufFer by thofe that are not 

I often hear my felf condemn'd without 
fe, and after a (lender juftification , that I 
Y not provoke People by being too much in 

right, I wait till they undeceive themfelves; 
I in Truth, in the heat of a fcurVy Bufinefe, 

rauft expefl: more from Time than from Rea* 
s J forae are unwilling to fpeak them, others 
hear them j but by a turn either of Humour 
Intereft, that which was the occafion of our 
fgrace, is now accounted our merit. There 
: few Perfons at Court whofe Reputation I 
ve not fcen change twice a year, either thro* 
I ficklenefs of our Judgments, or the unfteadi- 
fs of their Conduft. I confidently hope the 
ne will happen in relation to me j but rather 
ro' the Reflections of others, thaa riiro' any 
ange of mine. Til make an end of this un- 
ateful Subjcft. 'Tis a Ridiculum ordinary in 
ofe in Dilgrace, to infedl every thing with 
eir Misfortunes, and as their Mind is poflefs'd 
r them, they are ftill plaguing others with them. 
he Converfation of Mr.D'-4j»%»i, whom lam 
)W going to fee, faves me a longer Imperti- 
mce, and you th^ trouble you would receive 

by 
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by it, with him, Mirth is of all Countries an^ 
€n all Condirlons, even to that d^ee, chat a 
Man in Difg^ace has then too much Gayety, 
and breaks in uiiawares upon the Decency of a 
feious Air, which is the ieaft homage we owe 
to advcrfe Fortune. 
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LETT EL I. 

from Ed. L Efq\ to Mr. 5—— cantain- 

ing an Account of the Oxford Wits. 

SIK 

I Will not pretend to give you a particular Ac- 
count pf Oxfwd^ 'twould take up too much 
time : And befides, you meet with it iti lb mad^ 
places, you may eafily fpareme that Trduw. 
We have feveral things^herc very well worth 
your feeing. The Odilegb and Halls are the fi- 
ned in Europe j the Publick Schools and Library, 
the Theatre, the J^fyfaum^ and the Convenience 
for the Maimenanice' of above 4(^0 * Scsdents, 
without the leaft Noife or Hurry, are very fur- 
prizing to fuch as come from the Univerfities a- 
broad. Had I more IflHTure, I ftould enlarge 
upon each of thefc Heads, but though there are 
fome things omitted in the Accounts that are 
publifh'd of Oxford^ yet I ftould be forc'd to 
tell you many things you muft have heard be- 
fore, and not fo much to the purpofe, you men- 
tion, as that I am going to acquaint you. The 
Converfaiion of this Place is very troublefom to 
a Alan who has feeh the World, and cvu^ 
entertain himfelf with hearing two or three 
grave Coxcombs repeat a hundred Scraps of old 
Authors J and thole, perhaps, fuch as no body 
but themfelves, would be at the pains to Remem- 
ber. Every thing is forrpal and ftiiF that comes 

from 
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from them ; they give themfelves over a fiotcle, 
the Magifterial Air of the Quadrangle, and treat 
Strangers as they do frejh Men^ with as much 
Contempt, as they themfelves meet in Covent^ar^ 
den. They will be very Drunlci but never Merry ; 
and the Senior of a Houfe, if hiis Penfion will al- 
low it, may carry four Bottles to his Chamber^ 
without ever having a Laugh for it j they are all 
profeft Politicians, and not a Youth that comes 
from the Tuition of a Country Pedagogue, but 
prefentiy enters into the Government, and makes 
a part of the Stare. There are very few good 
Poets, but as many Criticks as there are Gowns ; 
and we damn every thing that is ndt our own, 
with as much Eafe and Severity, as if we really 
imderftoodir. As for Plays, the Matters and old 
Fellows are perpetually railing at them in pub- 
lick, and improving themfelves over 'cm in pri- 
vate. The Gentlemen -Commoners, and the 
fmaller Fry^ arc good Cuftoraers to the Book- 
fellers, when they pay 'cm j and there is never 
a Scoundrel Author, vitho has the Advantage of 
an Advertifement, but they immediately buy - 
him. If they like any thing, 'tis commonly as 
the Cits take up the Fafhionsj when the Court 
has abandoned them. Thus they arc all pailio- 
natc Admirers of Collier, who is as new to them 
BOW, as Davenant is to you j and Davenant will, 
no doubt, be as dull to you too, as ever Collier 
Was J for fuch is the Fatcwf all Temporary Wri* 
tcrs. Blackamore has a powerful Party here, and 
you would not be belicv'd, if you ftould tell 
them, that his Books are lately fold by the Pound 
in Duck-lane. Thofc who write in your v/:;y, 

feldor.'^ 
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feldom fly higher than a Madrigal of Lampoon » 
and if their Songs are Amorous, you will find 
lb many pretty Philofophical, and Metaphyfical 
turns in them, that you wou'd think *em ratbrr 
^efign*d to inftru6l, or puzle the Fair, than to 
move her. Their Language is as aSFefted as their 
Mien 3 nothing natural, free, eafie, or polite ; 
and though they can never give Town- Poets a 
good Word, yet the Flowers and Graces of their 
Eloquence, are generally collected from the Dn- 
matical Poems j but fo awkardly, that there is 
fcarce a Farce, with a new Phrafe in*t, which 
they do not apply to the moft ierious Ufes 3 as I 
heard a florid Preacher in St. Marys tell his Au- 
ditory, Some People give themfelves firange Airs 
in Devotion j and abundance of fuch Stuff, which 
had made the Pit merry in Dkirj-lane^ and was 
nowtQ put the fquare Caps and Bonnets into the 
right way to Heaven j nay, fo very fond ar6 
they of getting into the Language of the Towu^ 
that there is never an Irifh Man, who has the 
Brogue of Tipperary on his Tongue, but if he 
can pafs with you for a Wit, he fliall foon be a 
Pattern to our fined Orators, and his vulgar Cant 
be impos'd on them, for the Talk of the Cirdc. 
However, here are leveral very honeft Gentle- 
men, who diftingui(h l^tween a Man of Learo^ 
and an empty ]^edan*t, who fiudy the 
Authors, and 0)py them in their Wri^ 
tings ; in whom there il nothing of the Ruft oiF 
the Schools, and firom whom, in time, we may 
qtpeA fomething extraoxi^inary. I am in hopes 
to get leave of one,o^ th^ to icnd you i Ooipf 
of Verfes be has lately made , whidi I ridok; 
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s admirable in its land. I ifaall continue to kt 
/ou hear from ine, as you defire, if you con- 
roncinue to write me. I am, 

}xfard, I . •/ May, , Sir^ 

1701. 



MV 



LETTER ir. 

From Captain Ayloffc, to his Sick Friend^ 
Mr.—'" to comfort him under the Apprehen^ 
fions of Death. 

SIK ^ 

I Heard of your Indifpofition with a great deal 
of Regret. All your Friends are extreamiy 
concern'd at your defperate Condition, but 
mod of all, to find this laft Scene of your Life, 
not only dififonant from, but a little unworthy 
of the reft. ^ *Tis a mifery of Nature to be nei- 
ther exempt from Pain, nor eafie under it ; but 
your Diftemper h^ nothing in it but Danger* t 
grant it is eflential to Humanity to dread a Dif- 
lolution ; and that few were found fo miferable. 
but, upon very indifferent . Terms, would com- 
pound to live 3 but theie are Men abfolute Slaves 
(o the Mechanifm of their Exifl^nce, and who 
have not Phibibphy enough to raife *em above 
ihe Condition of animated Clay. You, Sir, have 
c^kdall the Blandilhmeni^ that Life af&Hids, and 
ktag ago iB%ht l^ve been thoi^c cir*d with 

the 
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the naufeous Revolution of the fame Delights. 
You were nt^cx imperious in Authority, nor 
fupcrcilious to your Infcriours ; you drank 
without Quarrelling, and playM without Swear- 
ing ; you repay'd what you borrow'd, and lent 
fometimes more than you could conveniently 
fparc j you laught at no Religion, though you 
never declared your own ; Every one by this ' 
Difcretion thought you of his, becaufe your 
Morality fliew*d you of the beft. If you have 
not improved your Eftate, you have fpent it not 
ill, and have left enough to bury you. Methinks 
thefe Reflexions might make your Mjnd raor<; 
eafie under your approaching Difunion. That 
you fliould chufe to live, f if it were in your 
Option ) I don't wonder at j fince your Life was 
a Pleafure to your Friends, and never a Trouble 
toyourfclf But fince NeccfBcy feems to have ^ 
determined your Fate, the radical Moifture quire 
exhaufted, and theGIafs, in fine, runout j why 
Ihould you be anxious at the clofing of a Period,- 
you have fo j^,Iorioufly protraftcd to a good old 
Age ? Why can't you calmly fuffcr, what it is 
impoffible to avoid ? And not by any Regrets and 
ReluSances fcem too dcfirous of what muft not, 
cannot be j this were by one Adlion to tarnift 
the Glories of fifty odd Years. I can't fee a 
Blefung on Earth worth your (laying for j the 
eternal vicifiitude of things confirms you» that 
they were made to be changed, and that the Law 
of Succeflion would be violated, if you did not 
in your Turn make way for a new Pare to be 
afted Shew the World you believ'd what ym 
i)ra£tis'd, fince to Dye is the confequence of be- ' 
log Born ^ let the Scene be quietly Aifted, and 
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calmly off the Stage. As you liv'd honourably, 
dicfo, and then you may expeft no reft happily» 
and leave a good Name behind you. 



LETTER m. 

From the fame to Mn-^—i- 

I Wonder you fliould be fo fiirpriz'd in our 
Friend's Difappointment. The very Rcafons 
you urge why he fliould have fucceeded, are td 
me Affurances of His mifcarryiiig in it. His In- 
genuity and Accomplifliments are what will al- 
ways hinder his rifing in fuch a Poft, as ybii 
mentioned. Perfons of Quality can t always 
chufe for themfelves, the reft of the Family have 
too great a fliare in their Preference, and too 
^reat a Power over *em, to let any Gentleman of 
extraordinary Merit be with Vm- His Senfc 
might be fatal to their Intefeft, ind his Ingenuity 
deftrdy many of their finifter Advantages. The 
whole Family muft be of al Knot, and this is the 
reafon why fome of our Noble-men arc fo Vcty 
contemptible at Home^ and fo feldom welcome 
Abroad. A Man muft be half blind, aiid 0uitel 
i Blockhead, to make his Fortune under a Peei*.' 
They are fo capricious, that Men of Merit wo'uldt 
tindervalue themfelves, if they^fcrtD^mitted fo fer- 
vtiely to *em, as all muft do, toJive eafie undcj^ 
C!Ti. OcnerdUs Tampers can*t orobk it ; make 
him foniething ejfe, and his Parfj ^lll help his 
J^drtiiK; or^ if pblfible, make him a Ffiol, and 
tHeD irtfu'l be fhtt to prefer Mm Vo my L&id, &ci 
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LETTER IV. 

From a French Gentleman in London^ to his 
Friend in Paris, giving him an Account ij 
the Conrt of England, particularly of the 
Aflemblies at Kcnfington ; ana of the Ce- 
UbrateJ Beauties there. 



Made Engitjh. 



SIR, 

You engaged mc, before I left Paris, that I 
fliould fend you an Account of the Court 
of Enflandy and I would have difcharg^d my Pro- 
mife iooner, had I not committed the fame Fault, 
Mfhich moft Foreigners are guilty of when they 
€ome to LonJm, without being recommended to 
feme Perfon of Di(lin£tion ; that is, I got into 
mean Playhoufe Acquaintance^ with whom I 
have fpent a.great deal of Money before I knew 
Where I was. 

But about a Month ago, Fortune brought me 
iixto better Company, particularly that of my 

Lord M who told me, that having, in h^ 

Travels through Fr^^e, received great Civilities 
from my Father, he would be glad of an Ofipor- 
twdtf 4^ flewiflgtb GfKitude to his Son. I 

returned 
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rcturnM him my Thanks, and bcg*d he would 
honour me with his ProtcSion, and introduce 
me to Court, which he readily granted. 

On a Tuefday Morning his Lordfliip carried me 
ih his Coach to Kenfingtony a place within three 
Miles o( London , where the King of EnglM4 
jnakes his ordinary Refidence y I was not a little 
furpriz'd tofee fo thin a Court about a Prince, 
who makes fb great a Figure in the AVorld, therq 
being not above loPerfons at his Majefty *s LeVee: 
the Lord uhder whofe Cohdudl I was, perceiving 
my wonder, told me , that two chief Reafons 
contributed to the thirinefs of the Court j firft^ 
Xht natural Averfidn the EngU^YiVfc to all man- 
faer of Dependance j and fecondly, the fmalliEn* 
touragcment his prefent Majefty gives to Plea- 
furesand Divcrfions, the Weighty Affairs of StatQ 
employing almoft all his time. However^ added 
he, to morrow Night you will fee here an Af- 
fembly of all the Beau-Monde of knglanJ^ ^hjcli 
may vie with any of the fame nature in Europe. . 

I had fancied the King of England to be a tall 
Man, of a ftern, fevere Countenance, fiich as 
ancient Heroes are generally reprcfented, but I 
found him to be of a middle Stature, and won- 
derfully affable and of eafie Accefs. He has the 
French^ Englijh^ and i>utch Languages, at com- 
mand, but uies the firft ^ote than any of the reftj 
His Nofc is Roman:, his Eyes fine, quick and 
piercing, and his Phyfiognomy fpeaks him what 
he really is, the beft of Politicians. 

Hie King's Palace at K^njt^ton^is fcarce ma^i. 
£cent enough for a privateNoplpman,muchlc&tbr 
to great a King. The only remar.kablc fi^pQ in 
It) is a long Gallery fiiU of £ne Bftitro (^ the 
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bcft Italian^ Dutcb^ and Bnglijh Matters: Painting 
being the liberal Art that his Majefty reliOics 
mott. I expcfted to have ft en fome of King ^ 
Jiarns great Aftions among thefe Paintings, be- 
caufe I had feen ihofe of our King mafteriy ex- 
preft by Le Brufhznd others, at Verfailks \ but ttjr 
guide told me,thatMonuments o(K.lVil^liamskdi' 
ons arc every where to be found exceprih his own 
Houfe J he told me alfo, that the King chc^ 
Kenfington for his Refidence, both becaufc erf ill 
being nczv London^ and of the goodnefs of the 
Air j but that he begins to be difgufted with the 
place, by rcafon that People build too faft about 
hirn, He added, that his Majefty had two other 
Palaces (muc h finer than that at Kenflngton ) the 
one at VVindfor^ the other ac Hamfton-Cotirt^ whi- 
ther he promis*d to Carry me, whenever I pleasU 
Tho the King*s Houfe at ttenfiMgtcn be but in^- 
fcfcnti yet the (iardens about it are very fineaad 
neat. 
The next day, about Bight a Clock at Niglii; 

I met my Lord ^ - at a certain Chocoht^ 

Houfe in St. James* s -dvcct , where Perfons of 
Quality and niee Breeding generally rendezvous; 
from whence we went to Kenfington^ all the way 
being lighted with Lamps, fet up on both iidcf 
of afineCaufey, at lo Foot dittance from each 
other, which yielded a Very fine Profpeft, and 
rendred our Flamboys ufeleb* The liumber of 
Coaches about the King's PaiaCe v^as (b veqf 
great, that 'twas a long wtiile before We cow 
alight, but being got out at latt, I foUow'd ntf 
Guide up into the Gallery of Pictures I mencioofl 
before, where, it feems,the Aflembly met« Hell 
I ^as raviih'd with Fleafiirc and AftonifluHenc i 
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c fight of fo many great Beauties, to which 
e glittering Jewels they wore, added nothing 
It their weight, being eclipfed by their brigh« 
r Charms. I had an extraordinary Charaaer 
ven me of the Englijh Ladies, before I came o- 
T, but yet I mutt confefs my expeftation was 
V fhort of what I beheld in this Aflembly. Be« 
les their delicate Complexions, and fine Shapes, 
e Englifh Ladies have another advantage over 
e Frencbj which is their genteel natural Ajr« 
id way of Dreifing, free from all manner of Af- 
ftation. Among this great number of celebra* 
d Beauties, the Honourable Perfon who con- 
i£ted me, bid me take notice of the Dutchefles 

* Ormond , Bolton , Grafton , Richmond an4 
vnerfet^ the CountefTes of Hamlaugh^ Burlinponi 
larlborougb^ Orkney^ Sandwich^ Kitdare^ ZtiQAn* 
efeyy my Lady Sfencer^ and Mrs. Godolpbin^ both 
'aughters to my Lord Marlborough^ and Mrs. 
odfrj^ Niece to the fame Earl j my Lady Caven" 
'fhy Daughter-in-Law to the Duke of Dtvm- 
\ire J Mxs.Brudenely Daughter to my Lord Car-- 
gan J my Lady Hernley^ Daughter to Major- 
reneral Barh, my Lady Betty Cromwel 9 my Lady 
Vindham^ Mrs. Berkley^ Daughter to my Lord 
itZj'har dingy my Lady Belgrave*, Mrs. Price^ 
yd feveral others, whofe names are dipt from 
\y memory, tho their Faces never can. As for 
le Men, I need not tell you that the B^gHJh arc 
merally handfom, proper, and well- proporri- 
nM 9 but I cannot but take notice, that thole 
mongft them who endeavour to diftinguiifc 
icmfclvesby their Drefs,are ten times more Fop- 
iih and Aifedied, than our Petits Maitrtt^ and 
ways folk>w the «i;iremity of Fafluon, which 
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Men of this Counrrv, which, confideriog ho\i< 
rcfcrv*4 th e Englijh naturally arc to Strangers, 
has be^n no fmall difficulty. 

The EngliJIj have no fettled Academies it 
Seaux-E/pritf^ as we have in Parisj but inftead of . 
fuch Affemblies, the moft ingenious Perfons d 
their Nation, meet either in Places of promifcu- i 
OUS Company, as Coffce-honfes^ or in Vri'uate Cluhs^ 
m Taverns. Among the fir ft M^iTs CofFee-houfc 
in OhvenuGardettj holds the firft Rank , as being 
cortfecrated to the Honour, of Apollo^ by the firft- 
rate Wits that flourifti'd in King Ci&^r/e/irs Reign, 
fuch as the late Earl ofRcchefier^ the Marquis of 

Normanhj^ the Earl of Dorfet^ Sir Charles SiiUj^ 
the Earl of Rofcommon^ Sir George Etherege^ Mr. 
Dryden^ Mr. Wycherly^ and fome tew others j and 
the^ this Place has loft moft of its illuftrious Foua? 
ders, yet it has ever fince been fupported by Men 
of great Worth j but ifs being accounted the 
Temple of the Mttfesy where all m^/ and Wits are 
to be initiated, has given occafion to its being 
pefter'd with abundance of falle Pretenders, who 
rather daricefi, than heighten its fornier Splen- 
dor- 

The Company which now generally meets at 
frtU\ may be divided into two Claffes j the firft 
of which contains the W/j, juftly fo calfd, and 
the other the Would-he-Wits. 

Among thie firft are Men of diftinguifh'd Me- 
rit and Abilities, fuch as MxJVicherky^ Dr.Gartk 
MwCofjgrew, the Honorable Mr. Boyle^ Colonel 

Stanhcfe, Mr. Vanhruk^ Mr. Cheeky Mr, JValfn^ ; 
JJIr. Burvaby^ Mr. R<nve^ and fome few others^ 
whpfe narties at pjrcfcnt do ncit occur to my me-f? 
jmory. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wychtrly is univerfally allow'd the firft 
place among the EngUfJn Comick-Poets,who have 
writ fince Ben. Johnfon. His Plain-Dealer^ ( of 
which he took the firft hint from Molieres Mh 
fanthrofe) is the befc Comedy that ever was com- 
posed in any Language* The only Fault that has 
been found in it/isits Being too full of ^^j a Fault 
which few Authors can be guiky of. He has 
alfo writ three other Plays, tlie beft of which is 
the Country Wife* Mr. Wycberly is one of the po- 
liteft Gentlemen in England^ and the moft civil 
and afiable to Strangers, efpecially to thofe of 
our Nation,for whom he has an Efteemj he is a lit- 
tle fliy and referv-d in Converlktion, but when 
a Man can be fo happy as once to engage him in 
Difcourfe, he gannot but admite his profound 
Senfe, Mafculine Wit, vaft Knowledge of Man- 
kind, and noble but eafie Exprelfions. Thefe 
qualities gain'd Mr. Wycberly the Love and E- '• 
fteem of his Matter King Charles XL and of his 
Succcflbr the like King of 9rit,ainy as the ComC'* 
linefs and Gi^cefulnefs of his l^erfon did the 
Hearts of feveral Ladies of their Amorous Courts. 
Dr. Garth is an eminent Phyfician, of uni- 
verfal Learning and polite Literature j his 
Lqok^ is fmiling and cheerful ; his Conver- 
fation free and entertaining j he admires the 
jinclenu no farther than oiey are to be ad- 
mired ; and underftands and values our beft 
JFVe»(r)& writers, efpecially MonC Defpreaux. He 
has writ a Poem in E»g///&, call'd the Dif- 
fenfary j wherein he has eqjiaird, if not exceeded 
the Lutrin^ which he had proposed to himfelf as 
\ a Model. His Ditlion is pure and corredi j his 
Verfes numerous j \^x^ Satyr genteel and nicej and 

bis 
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Itranger to the Paffions j Racine ftarchM and af- 
f eSed ; Moliere^ Jejune y La Fontaine^ a poor Tel- 
ler of Tales j and even our Divine Boileau^ no 
ttiore than a Plagiary from the Ancients^ As 
for the Englijh Poets, they treat *em almoft with 
the fame freedom : Shakefpeavj with them, has 
neither Language nor Manners ; B^n. Johnfcn is 
a Pedant j Dryden little more than a good Verfi- 
fier J Congre've a laborious unnatural Writer j and 
Garth a Copier. Some of thefe Critichs are great 
admirers of the Ancients, but their ill, lame 
Tranflations of them, ridicule thofe they would 
commend , Others are ftrenuous fticklers for the 
Moderns, but their own ill Compofures dcftroy 
the force of their Arguments, and do the Arxi- 
cnts fufficient Juftice, Others, in a fond imita- 
tion of the incomparable Miltcn^ miftake Bctiibafi 
and fufly ExpreJJkns for SuhlMe, and having had 
their fuftian Plays damn'd upon the Stage, ran- 
feck BoJJu2indDacier,to arraign the illTafte of the 
Town. Others having met with the fame mis- 
fortune, hope to preferve their unlawful Title 
to Wit, by bringing all that write, down to 
their o\^n level. Thefe Men are indefatigably 
Indiifirious in enquiring what Plays are upon 
the' Stocks, what ready to be launched forth j 
and if they can be informed of any remarkable 
tiult in them, they neVer fail to whifper it a- 
bout, to fccure the Damnation of the Plav, be- 
fore its Reprefentation. Others have got a Repu* 
tation by their undigefted Medleys of Come Jy and 
jRuv^. For, Sir, you muft know, upon the 
Mnglifh Stage, anv thing that is eminently III, has 
almcA the Tame fuccefs with what is excellent ly 
GoodL Others ferve the Town in the double 

Capacity 
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Befidei the f^its fhat reforc to ITtBts^ there afii 
a great many Englifli Gentlemen, (and even Peers 
of the Realm) who are famous for their inge- 
nious Compofitions and good Literature i hot 
hafing allready trangreft the compals of a Let- 
ter, I refer to fpeak of all thefe in a particular 
Account of the Bfiglifh Poets^ Which you mifcX'^ 
peft in a little time. 



7 «w, 

SIR, 



d^c. dt'c. 
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LETTER IV. 

From the fame to the fame^ Containing ^ 
. ^AccoUnt of the moft famous Englifli DiviniH 
and of their Writings. 



Made Eii^lifh. 



««- 



YO U need make no Apiology foV the troO' ' 
ble you put me to i I can ^ure you, 1 
never found any in obliging my Friends; audi 
die (atisfa£lion you tell me you have found ilil 
TOY Letters, is (uffident encouragement fot ist 
to go on with my Relations of what is0i^ |{^ 
narkabk in England. ^ 

41 
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. In your laft, you dcfire me to give you the 
Sharafter of the En£lijh. Divines, now living, and 
Df tbeir Writings : This Task I might juftly 
flecline, upon account of ray. incapacity i but 
bccaufe you will not allow of fucli an excufe, I 
will adventure to fend you a rough Sketch of 
them, leaving to abler Pens to draw them in 
full length, and to the Life. -. » • . . , 

The Anglican Church, as it is the moft Ortho- 
dox, and moft agreeable to Primitive. Chriftia^ 
nity, of all the Chriftian Societies in the World, 
fo her Prelates and Teacher? have ever been con- 
ipicuous by their Piety and Learning. , . = 
; The Perforis who now diftinguift themfelves 
moft amongft the lEjngUflj Divines are, the Arch- 
bifliops of Canterhttry and Tork^ the Bifliops of 
Rcchefier^Wbrce/teVj Sails bun^ and E/7, Dr. Sherlock j 
Dr. South, Dr.Bametj Dr. Bentley, Dr. Allixy Dr. 
jfaney Dr. Fleetwood, Dr. Lticofj Dr. Birch^ Dr» 
Freeman, and Mr. Atterburf. 

Dr. Thomas 7>»»/yj»,Archbiftop of Canterbury , 
^as advanced to that Supreme Dignity both by 
the unfpotted. Reputation of his Piety, Probity, 
and exemplary Life, and Charity, and his mild, 
condefcending Temper j all which qualities reh- 
9cr him moft proper to prefer ve the Unity of 
the Cj^urch, and to reconcile the Diffenters. 

Dr. John Sharp, Archbifliop ofTork, is a leaf* 
ncd Divine, and the beft Pulpit-Orator in Bng- 
land'y he was Redlor of St. Giles in King James $ 
tfme, where having iignaiiz'd himfelf by his bold 
Sermons againft Poper\'r^^c^ vv as by King Wiltiarp 
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rais'd to that Poft, he now wonhily maintains. 
Several of his Sermons are already Printed. 

Dr. Thomas Sprat^ Bifliop of j^ocbefier^ and 
Dean of Weftmlnfler^ is one of the moft eloquent 
Preachers, and beft Writers of England \ his 
Diction is pure, con eft, elegant, and florid,- 
whatever be Writes or fpeaks, he gives it a Turn, 
wonderfully cngi^ging and pcriuafivc. His 
Worlcs, befides his Sermons, are the Hiftorj $f 
tbi Royal Society of Hngland, ( no way inferior 
to Mr. PelliJJons Hiftory T)f the French Academj^) 
the HiJIory of a Vict againfi King Charles 11. and 
an A7tfwer to Mr, Sorbiere'i fcurrilcus Accotmt of 
England. He has alfo writ a fmall Poem in Vm- 
darick Vcrfe, upon the Plague that rag'd in A- 
thens, which is look'd upon as a Maftcr- piece in 
the kind. 

Dr. mUiam Lhyd, Bifliop o( ^crcefter, and 
Almoner to His Majefty, is a Prelate equally di 
ftinguifh'd by liis Piety, Charity, mild and af- 
fable Temper, and by his vaft Learning, and 
deep Knowledge in Hiftory, and ikt Orlentil 
Languages. 

Dr. Gilhert Burnet^ Bifliop of Si^isburj, .^nd 
Chancellour of the Garter, is a Prelate, who^ 
Reputation would be greater, had he wholly con- 
fecrated his Talents to the Service of the Church, 
and not intcrmedled in Politicks. He is a great 
Scholar, and panicularly well Read both in ancient 
and modem Hiftory j he has a wonderful M^ u 
mory, a fluent and ready Expreffion, and delivers 
his Sermons with a great deal of Fire and Ve- 
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faemence ; perhaps, \vith more chan becomes a 
Chriftian Declamator. He has made himfelf fa- 
mous in rhe Common- wealth of Learning bj^ 
fcveral great Works, as, The Hiftory of tkeRefnr- 
matim-y His Trawls to Italy j A Bafioral Letter 
to his clergy j Four Difcourfes concerning the Truth ef 
the ChrifHan Religion^ the Divinity rf Chrifij &c 
And the Expofition of the 39 Articles of faith j of 
the church of England. - In all thefe Works the 
Do£tor has us'd (ome bold and free Expreffions, 
which have given a Handle to thufe that envy 
him, to cenfure his Principles, and bring his 
Orthodoxy into QueftiOn. 

Dr. Simon Partrick, Bifliop of £/y, is a Prelate 
of deep Learning, and great Piety j his Para- 
phrafes on feveral Parts of Scripture ar^Uccount** 
cd the belt Works of that kind. 

. pr. Sherlock^ Dean of St. Paul\ London^ is 
one of the moft learned Divines in England^ and 
no lefs famous for his Sermons,, than Wririnra 
His Difcourfes on Death and Judgment arc Ma- 
ftcr-pieces of Morality, which'may be of Uni- » 
yerfal Ufe amongft Chriitians. He has nlfo writ 
a Treatife concerning the TrinitJ^ which is not 
Xo generally^pprov*d of ; for by endeavouring 
to prove the Three Perfons in the Deity, his Ad- 
vcrfarics pretend that he proves three different 
Godheads. "^^ 

' '■■ ■ . ■ 5. 

v^ Dr. Southy a Canon of fVefimlnJfer-'AHv, is a 
moft learned Ecclefiaftick : Refides his Se: mons, 
Iprhich :are Uniycrfiill v eteem'u, he has writ twa 
Ikrjse Volumes agaioft *D& Sherlock^ conoerning 
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the Trinity, and the different ways of explaiiti 
ing that Myftery. 

Dr. Burnety Maftcr of the Charter-boiife^ 15 a 
Perfon, who for his vaft Learning, may be com- 
par'd to our great Bochartus ; and, who, by bis 
happy Genius, and police Literature, has exceed- 
ed all njpdern Philologers: He has writ two 
Books in Latin, EntituFd, Theoria TeBuris^ & 
Arch^eclogiie Vhikfofhica^ wherein he advances 
Principles, or rather Conjefturcs, which tend to 
weaken the Authority oi Mofess Hiftory of die 
Creation. Among the reft, there is a comical 
Dialogue in good Terentian Stile, between ftpe 
and the Serpent. Thefe Books have toadc the 
Dr. obnoxious xo the Clergy, who have caus'd 
him to be remov'd from his Place of Clark of 
the King's Clofet. He has tranflated his Tbtwii 
Telluris into E^gUflj^ by which he has (hewn him- 
felf to be as great a Maftcr of his own Tongue, 
as he is Of the Lat'm. 

Dr. Bently^ the King's Library-keeper, and one 
of His Majefties Chaplains in Ordinary^ is a Di-| 
vine of great Learning, and univerfal Litm-| 
ture. The famous Experimental Philofq>herij 
the late Hdnoutable, Mr. Bcjle^ pitcb*d upoa 
him, to Preach feveral Sermons ( for wKich be 
(pfc a Foundation ) againft Atbeifis^ Deifis^ aodj 
Socinians'y which Choice alone is fuiScieiit 
givie*a great Idea of Dr. Bentkys Merit, 
has writ a Book in Vindication of himfelfi 
the Honourable, Charles Boyle^ Efqj which, 
occaiion d by a private Quarrel, about the 
of Pbalams Epiftles, yet deferves to be icad 
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the Curious, it containing many ufcful and rare 
Obfervations. This Paper-Combat has had the 
fame EfFeft, which fighting of Duels has with 
mod; People; thicis, it has made Mr. BojU^zxA 
Dr. Bently Friends, and entertain a better Opini- 
on of one another than they did before. 

Dr. Allix^ a Canon of Salishury^ and Trca- 
furer of the Chapter, though a French Man by 
Birth, ytt makes a very confiderable Figure a- 
mong the EngUjh Clergy. He is particularly £1- 
mousforhis Confummate Knowledge in Church- 
Hiftory. Befides feveral other ufeful Books, he 
has compiled of late, an Univerfal Hiftory ofibe 
Councils, which is adtually Printing. 

Dr. Janej Dean of Glocefier, and Divinity 
Profeflor in Oxford, is an extraordinary Man in 
Polemick Divinity. 

Dr. Fleetwood, ReSfir of St, Aufilm^ London^^ 
is an extraordinary good Preacher, as well as 
Dr. Freeman, Redlor of Covent-Garden j Mr. At-^ 
ttrbmy. Preacher at the Rolls in Chancery-lane ; 
and Dr. Birch, ReSor of St. Bridgets, London. 

This iafl was remov'd from Sc James's Church, 

Wefiminller, for Preaching a Sermon, on King 

.mUiam's Birth-Day, upon this Text of Scrip- 

' cure. Sufficient to each Day is the Evil thereof. , 

» Dn Lucas, Vicar of St. Stephens in Colemaif- 

ett^ is a Divine of Angular Piety, and Charity. 

he lofs of his Sight has not at all leflcn'd his 

nftani Endeavours to ferve the Church, both 

bis Sermons, and admirable Writings. A- . 

thefe laft, are his PraHical Cbrifiianity^ 
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and his Enquiry after Happinefsj rwo Moral Tica- 
tifcs of incftimablc Value. ' ^ 

This is all the Account I can give you at pre- 
fent of the Englijh Divines j wherein 1 have fol- 
lowed common Fame, and the Judgment of o- 
ihers rather than my own. If you are pleas'd 
to lay any farther Commands on me, while I 
ftay in England^ you ihall ever find me ready ro 
obey you, who am, 

5/r, 

rows, &c 



LETTER V. 

Wherein are laid down general Rules to juJff 
'■ of Tragedy and Comedy. 

To the Honourable Mr. H ■ ■ « 



L 



L'. 



SIR, 

T'O give you fuch Rules of judging of Ac V 
Drama, as ma]^ keep you from falling io- \ 
the general Faui.s of the Cr sticks of the Town, | 
requires both morekifure, and more room,dM» ] 
my Affairs, and the compafs of a Letter can af- ' 
ford me ; however, to let you fee how ready I 
tm^to comply with your Defires, I haveadvcn-j 
rar*d to fend you my prefcnt Thoughts about aS 
ySubjedt, wherein you can never want a Guide as 
long as you follow your own Judgment, audi 
your Reading. , 
I You 
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You are juft come from the Univcrfity, to be 
Mafter of your own Conduft and Eftate j and 
bnng furnifli'd hy Nature with a gayety and 
fprig'nlinefs of Temper, and a happy Genius ia 
PovTtry, improved by a Famiiiarity with the An- 
cients, I do not wonder that you fcem lo much 
inc'in'd to fo generous and noble a Diverfion 
as that of the Stage ; a Diverfion that at once de« 
lights and infirufts. And this inclination, I 
hsuft teli you, diilingui/hes you more from fome 
other ■ Gentlemen of your plentiful Fortune i 
than that does from the moft inferior of the Peo- 
ple ; for too many of them feem to place their 
chicf^ if not whole Satisfaftion, in either meer 
porporeal DiveVfions, or fuqh as are yet more de- 
spicable as Gaming j which generally is the efFedl 
of an avnriiious Temper^ whereas aProfpedlof 
the various Fortunes, Inclinations, and Humours 
of Mankind in the Drama^ affords you a Pieafure 
both more Sublime, and more Rational. But 
this is not the Place to rcfle6| on the former, or 
praife the latter : 'Tis Commendation enough to 
the Stage, that the wifcft People among the 
9ntks^ I mean the Athenians invented and en- ^ 
courag'd it ; and that their greateft Philofophec 
has left us the jufteft Critique upon' it; . To be 
pcrfedl in Arifiotlis Poeticks, and his bfcft <:om^ 
n^afpr^ Dacier^ is the fureft way to judge v^ith 
the higheft Juftice of all Dramatick Pertorman^ 
crs J and therefore 'tis from them I have drawn 
the foliov^ing Remarks j which, I am fenfible 
might be of inore,ufe to a great many of the - 
(ink Criticks of the Town, who pafs their Cen- 
fures witho&t any regard eit;herH:o ^r^or Ndturt-^ 
a pert, talkative, pofitive Generation, obftinate 

P 4 ^ ;rr.. " and 
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and vain in their Ignorance, and incapable o( 
Reproof, or Improvement. ^ 

To judge aVighr of a Vtrformanct is any Art, 
we ought to confider the JS»</, or Defign of that 
Art, for thkt Vtrfunnance niuft certainly bi the 
Bf/, which ^5/? anfwers that End. In Tragtlj 
we moSt remember that the End is to move 7ir- 
ri^ and -P/Vyf by that motion to furge thofe two 
Palfidhs ; that Play therefore, that in all its Pans, 
li beft directed to obtain that £»^, is the bcft Tr^- 
gtdy. From henceit follows; that the Poet who 
cumbers kimfelfwith ahy- thing that obftruds 
this fi»//, is fo for defeSive in his Performance,' 
that ho Beauty he hunts after, though attained, 
will fufficiently ballance^lhat Defedt. 
' It is a'vulgar Error that h^s mightily obtain 4 
among our half Criticks, to value a Tragedy for 
what they caM the Language and Wit. If the 7i- 
pcks VLtefffuirt}ut\ and foreign RefleBicns foifted in j 
if the Language fTi^elis with a Luxury cf Epithets j 
the Ferfe Sonorous znd flowing. ■ They arc (a- 
tisfied with the Poet's Perfoimance, andbeftow 
on him the Bays, though his CcnduB be never fo 
frefofierciisi winatitral^ and inartificial'^ though 
x!t\ft Manner s2xA CharaBers'2Xtr\CAinar1idy or, at 
Icaftj "not wdl' marked • the V a funs languid^ tmna- 
turaly ill-exprejfj or very unfre^^uent. Thefe are 
things they never mind : But Arifiotk^ the \>Sy 
if not only CriticJt^ meafures a Poa's Merit chief- 
ly by the Fable y that bting both the mod Diffi" 
cult and moft Nohle^ and at- the fame time th^ 
onl^ thing that diftingui/hes a Poet from a ^tf' 
fifiey. 

The Fiihle^ indeed, is the true Place of Jmita- 
:io::: the near Aim of a Pocr. To form that 
*'•' ' ^ welij 
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, to make all its Parts juft, and depending 
each other, is not in the Power of every 
ter ; nioft of them have therefore Recourte 
. florid St'tJe, a thing that a little AiTiduicy, a 
d Ear, and Memory will fupply them with, 
le have gone farther, and embofsd the Drama 
1 Sentences and fine Things j but thefe feem 
repofterous, as thbfe Nations, that are at the 
IS to cut and carve thdr Flcfli into Flow'rs, 
Is, and Foliage, when its natural fmoothnefi 
lUCh mo^e beautiful. Fatnahys Index Poetieps^ 

fome few other common Place-Books, will, 
1 a gVeat deal of eafe,furninithem with abun* 
ce of thefe Trifles • while the Plot^ or Fabk 
7 cannot be form*d without a Genius, 
n your Converfation^ with the AffeBers of 
, you*l meet with no fniall number of little 
tenders to Rhime, that will be very fevere on 
f in the Language ; on fVordi they think insm 
'er, or unhirmonious; on hold Metafhm^ or 
itachrefis even in the height of a violent PaC- 
I, \yhere both the Sentiments and Language 
naturally confus'd j and where a Propriety of 
)rds feems infufficient to exprefs its Extent and 
iour. Thefe Men, and their Notions, arc 

Difeafe of fVit^ and would fain fprcad their 
:;6tion, wherc-ever they go, to the prejudice of 
lit, they cannot equal j and fince they can 
1 no material Faults, they will not lofe the 
rafion of publifliing ihofe Peccadillo's their 
^Y furnifhes them with. They fay, that thofe 
are infefted with the Plague, have a mali* 
>us Oefire to infefil others j I know not whe- 
T that be a vulgar Error, or not, but *tis cer- 
n!y known, tMt thefe Men never enjoy them- 

felvc5 
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felves more, than when they meet with a wil- 
ling Ear to receive their Detraftion. 
Moft of our Town Criticks, indeed, feem n* 

thcr GraffiMaticafierSj thsin Rhetoricians^ Ot Poets ^ 

they arc wholly ignorant of the PaiGons, and 
therefore underftand not their Language ; they 
cannot Caft oS Sefquipedalia Verba^ but arc fo foad 
of the Buskin, tliar neithti the Painoh, nor Cha- 
raflcr can make them pardon any Suhfi/mtive 
without a pompous Sound and Equipage of £{n- 
thets ; and he that writ, Fortunam Priami canta- 
hoj & nobile BeUunSy would have pleas'd them 
more, than he who began thus, Die mhij Mufa^ 
mrum^ capta fofi tempore Troja^ &C, iu£fchyliis^ had 
they been Judges, would have carried the Prize 
from Euripides. Thefe fort of Judges you*l find 
sdmoft in every Coffee- Houfe j and with thcfc 
there's no arguing without the hazard of a Re- 
proach to your Senfe and Underftandihg. And 
hideed, I think no prudent Man would give his 
Cenfure in fuch promifcuous Company, where 
the Ignorance of the greater part muft prevail. 
But, Sir, I am confident, this depraved Tafte of 
the Town will have no influence on you j for, 
let that rclilh what it pleafes, no Play will be ap- 
proved by you, where the Plot is confus'd, or ill 
contrived for the producing Pity and Terror,' 
and a frequent variety of Paihons, which arc nc- 
ceffary to keep up the Attention of the Au^- 
cncej for when that languifhes, the Poet can ne- 
vtt reach his Aim. Ifthe Manners are ill marked, 
and by confequence the Charadters ill diftin- 
pifii'd J if out of an AfFeftation to fill the Stage, 
our or five Perfons fpeak in a Scene j nay, in a 
Scene of Paifion coo i if chat Scene degenerate 

into 
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into calm Narrations, or cool Confabulatiom, 
which have e>thcr no Aftion, or no Action of 
Confequence j for ASion is the very Charafter 
of the Drama j and whatever is not A£lion, is 
contrary to its very Fundamentals. 

In C/>meJ/j you will not be (atisfied with the 
unnatural Farce of fome Poets, which look like 
fick Men*s Dreams , composed of Parts that 
no Man can reduce to one Body, and run out of 
Nature to make you laugh 3 as if Comedy was 
only to make us laugh at the Folly of the Poet. 
I grant, Comedy docs mi(s its Aim, if it moves 
not our Laughter f yet it is ib tp move it, as at 
the fame time to convey Inftru£tion with it. In 
Comedy J A&ion is abfolytely neceflary, as well as 
in Tragedy ^ and whatever is contrary to that, is 
to have no Place in either. In Comedy alfo the 
chief Thing is the Fable, or Plot j the Excellence 
of which is to bring in fuch Charaftcrs and Inci- 
dents, as may naturally prod ucc Humour. There 
will yet be room enough for Wit\ but that Cb- 
mick Poet, that makes JVit^ and ( what we call ) 
Dialogue^ his chief Aim, ought to write not hiag 
but Dialogues, for he can never obtain the Name 
of a Dramatick Writer, with the beft Judj^es. 

pur famous Ben. Johnfons Silent Woman j The 
Fox, and the Alchymifi, and moft of MoUere's 
Plays are the fureil Standards to judge of Come- 
dy J of which I fay the lefs, becaufe' I never 
beftow'd much Thought upon that fort of Po- 
em, my Tafte, Genius, and Inclinations leading 
me to Tragedy. 

I have torgot to fpeak of modern Epifodesy or 

Tlndirplotsy in Et^Ufii Tragedies, which have coft 

^me of our great Performers in the Drama, no 

r: fmall 



x3^ Original Letters 

fxnall Pains to defend. Nay,thcy arc not contented 
to jui^ifie their vicious Prafticc, but endeavour xo 
exalt it into a Merit 3 and tell you that 'tis eafier 
to write a Play after the ancient M$del^ than af- 
ter Ihirs } but if any impartial Judge will confr 
der both, he will foon be convinced of the con- 
trary. *Tis certain, in an Entertainment of fo 
confidcrable a length as a Play j nothing can prc- 
fcrve the Attention, but a juft Variety : Now, I 
think, no body will queftion, but that this Va- 
riety may with'acleaft half the Labour, be drawn 
from two Subj '£h than one 3 and 'tis as obvious 
that thcfc Eflfodick Tragedies are two diftinft Sub- 
^c6ts, that is, that one at Icaft, if not both, may 
oe finifh'd without the other, and they arc, in- 
deed, but two Plays tackM together, and that ge- 
nerally very inartipciallj -. but where with the 
moft Art very lamely. A pregnant Proof of this 
we have in the Mafter-piecc of Sophocles^ I mean 
the Tragedy of Oedipus^ which Mr. Dryden^ and 
Mr. Lee have fpoila, by introducing the Epi- 
fode of Creon and Adrafius. And thus *tis evi- 
dent, tint 'tis more difficult to write an entertain- 
ing Tragedy without, than with an Epifode. Next, 
I think 'tis as evident, that a fingle Plot is more 
natural, and conducive to the very End of Tri- 
gcdy, the moving Fity and Terror : For when 
our Concern is divided, it muft be weaker; 
and this happens in all Epifodick Tragedies, in 
many of which the Undcr-plot enjoys moft of 
the injudicious Poet's care. But 1 perceive my 
Paper begins to fill ; and befides, here's enough 
to enable you to make a true Judgment of the 

Mourning Bride^ the Ambitious Step^-Motber^ thc 

Trip to the Jubihi^ and Other celebrated Plays; 

aha 
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ind to decide whether the Town has juftty paft 
I favourable Cenfure on them ; or whether the 
Authors ought tQ be very vain of that Succefs 
ivhich often is but the lucky Refult of an imma- 
ure Undenaking. By this too you may form 
[bme Judgment o(tbe Way of the World^ from my 
iking of which, I confefi, I cannot yet recede, 
in fpight of all the Malice of our brisk,falfe Cri- 
:icks. I have only this to add: Read Ariftotie 
ind Dacier^ and confider Nature throughly, and 
yovL cannot fail of making a trUe Judgment of 
:he Drama, Study Otway^ and there you'l 6nd 
Nature and ^rr juftly mingled, in the midft of an 
Age, that had, if I may fay it, declared War 
again ft both . I r emain^ 

Siry Toursj &C. 

W.B. 



*m^ 



LETTER VI. 



Mr. G—- to Mr. B— y in Anjwer to his 
Enquiry 9 tohether he jhould Jhew his Play 
before its being Ailed i 

YOU enquire, my Friend , whether you 
fliould fliew your Comedy to your Acqjuainr 
tance before its Reprefentation ? I Anfwcr in 
the Negative } which I (hall confirm by the foN 
gowing Coofiderations. 
* The 
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The Reputacion a Poet obtains from the Pub- 
lick Applaufe, is doc altogether imaginary ; for 
the number of thofe whQ are xiox, influenced by 
it, is fo very fmall, that he is'oucof Fear of dan- 
ger from them. Nay thofe very Men, who on 
a private perufal of fome PJays, enrertain*d btic 
• an indifFerenr opinion of them^ fondly.- debauch'd 
by their fuccefs, run their ::pprobation up to Bi- 
gotry ; never refie£ling that as a .Man's Name 
often fubferves to his publick Receptioniwithouc 
regard to his Pvrformancej fo the GraK?e^lncfi 
ofche A£lion,and che Pomp of theTheatre^jC^'d 
to the injudicious Claps of che Audience; as pAca 

five the greatcft applaufe to the worft Pbys^' and 
>r a while prcfervethe general Efteem of; the 
Town. For when once a Play has got that 6q 
its lide, a great many Menof Senfe rather fwim 
down, than fiem the Tide, or oppofe the Vogoe 
at the expence of the Iinputation of Singularityv 
This is evident from fome late Plays ( I had al- 
Qioft faid Farces) againft which the beft Cricicks 
declar*d in vain. 

Buf before the Adlion, a moderate Charaflcr 
of a Play, from a Man of tolerable Senfe, ftalf 
by his parcimonious Praife damn it, tho never 
fo meritorious 3 for the judgment of the Audi- 
ence being not yet paft in its favour) the Town 
is ready to take .the firft impreflTions from aojr 
Man, whofe plaufible aflurance has got him the % 
Reputation of a Critick 3 becaufe People hofe 
by falling in with hisCeniure, to give a fhfid- 
cnt Proof of their Undlrftandings. APoetthoc* 
fore in fubmitting his Play, before Aftion, to i 
Perufal, runs as many hazards, asjhe confides U 
to Men that want cither Candour or Ju^;ifien^ 
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an^ among thofe that the Vulgar voice hss al- 
'ow'd Wirs, a Man with fuch Qualifications, is 
not very eafie to be found. One of ihcfe Wits 
ilways over-values himfelf ; and believing that 
lie is matter of a great deal c^ Senfe, when his 
Portion, perhaps, but juft feafom him from Foohy 
and fo only finifhes a Coxcomb, who thinks the 
only way to eftabli/h himfelf a Wir, is by find<- 
Eng Fault. And the Town, that is not over-nice, 
in diftinguifhing betwixt Merit and Pretence, is 
often impos*d on by the Coxcomb, it miftakes 
fcr a Man of Senfe, and byafs*d by the general 
Malice of Mankind (chat inclines moft Men ra- 
ther ro believe 111 than Good of another ) it 
ftrikes in with his injudicious, as well as unjuft 
Cenfures. 

There is another fort of Vf^tts (tho of fome- 
what a higher Clafs) whom a fmall Stock of Lear- 
ning, and the Flattery of fome of their Acquain- 
tance, has confirm*d in the Self opinion of being 
good Criticks, and with ihefe the Poet runs yet 
a greater risk j for *tis impoflible to pleafeihem 
with any thing Modern , ^cept their own. 
Thcfe Cricicks have a very contemptible Opi- 
mon of the Age they live in, and think Fortune 
extremely fevcre in not calling them into the 
Times of E^nWfi, Horace, or it may be Shaike- 
ffemr ; and they are angry with Providence for 
planting them fo far Northward, yvho might have 
, maie a Figure in a more Southerly Clime, a- 
moEig the firft Rate Wits of old Grteee and Itsfy. 
They think fo meanly of all they know, that they 
wodd fooner admire a Scribler they never 
fiiW) than a Man of Ae beft Sen^, of their own 
Afl q u>i nt gnce> Tbisy ^eenfore the Wit by the 

Conn- 
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hay, that like a pretty Woman, *cis almoft im- 
pofliblc to keep her to ones felf j and ihefe par^ 
ticularly avoid, for their recent Succefs makes 
their Pride more lively, and their apprchenfion 
of any Rival more ftrong. 

Mr. Wfcberlefs Couplet reaches abundance of 
our current wits, or Cricicks. 

'Thofe who write illy and thdfe who neer durfi write^ 
Turn Criticks out cf meer Re^ucnge^ and S fight. , 

Yet all thefe have it in their Power, to do a 
great deal of Mifchicf to a Poet that is fo bold^ 
as to venture his Reputation in their Hands j be- 
Caufe the undifcerning Town never reflefts, that 
as a critick is the laft Refuge of a Pretender to 
Wit, fo he that is full only of the Faults of an 
Author, is lefs dcferving, even of that Name, 
than he that fometimes rifes up to a Tafte of his 
Excellencies. Nor does, the Town confider, that 
& great many Men have no other way of kecp^ 
ing within the Pale of TVit^ but by excluding 
thofe who are only capable of excluding them. . 

There are another fort of Mcrf that pais for 
Wits with the Town, that are far from being fo : 
and thefe are your Laughers^ merry Rogues^ that 
have a mortal averfion to Thought; and as they 
laugh at every Thing, even what they fay them- 
fclves, 'tis not to be expefted they ihould fpare 
the mod. ferious Performance, ^ 

Lafily^ The Judgment nioft Men make of 
.books, is generally very erroneous in judging 
the Performance by the Author, not the Au- 
|hor by the Performance j if a Man, through 
inexperience, or any accidental Misfortune, have 
tfeeill luck not to pleafe in one thing, forae wiiS 
by nd. iacaris allow him a Capacity of pleafing aj: 
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Poem ; And having given you my. Judgment, 
you may, as Men generally do, folidw your own 
Fancy : 'Tis epough I have endeavoured to (erve 
you, and fo prove that J am what I pretend. 

Tour faithful Friend^ 
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detain Ayloffe lo Captain'^"' centainii^ 
Jbme Refleiiions on a Soldier. 

Dear Friend^ 

WA R being more odious than it is either 
bloody, or terrible, we (hall have fomc 
difficulty in eftablifting a Reputation by follow-* 
ing it J Soldiers being hated even by thofe who 
ftand moft in need of them. We tax the City 
of Athens^ with bale and unpardonable Ingrati- 
tude tpwards her greateft Generals 3 but it is in«* 
finitely worfe with us now, for we look upon ^)I 
^Idiers as Men thirfUng after Blood, and De* 
ftruftion J and fo many profefs'd Enemies of 
jilankind. . However, though we cannot expert 
to meet with any favourable Conftruftion upon 
our Vocation from Fools an4 Cowards, (which 
CX)nftitute the greateft pan of Mankind,, yet ^e 
ygy^ not blufh tb own our felves Soldiersj fincc 
God hinjfelf i? ftyfd by (acred Writ," A Man of 
frfir^ apd this jLord of Hofis, 



q:» 



Jr • 
Yin 



^s 

o* 



L 






Original Letters. 

But our great AchilUi having fortunately end- 
cd his Campaign, diavvs home to Winter Quar- 
ters, where h^ is hardly fettled, but he engages 
in new Wars, and is as redoubtable to the fiir 
Sex, as he was before to the Enemy. The fiift 
that fmarts by him, is his good Landlady, who 
is well pay'd, if fhe get but good Words for all 
hjs Entertainment. Over fome ferious Bottle, 
our brutilh Warrioiir grows infolent, fwell'd 
with the winirv of his Commilfion, contra£isa 
Quaael, and is i irc'd to Fight, for fear of being 
Kickt. Thus, before the Winter is well over, 
in the Courfe of fuch a lewd and diflblute Life^ 

the Spark gets P *d, and who cxpeSeda 

noble Penlion for Rccompence of fomc glorious' 
Maim, dies in an Hofpital a wretched Burnt- 
Offering to Bacchus and Venus^ as litde lamented 
as he liv*d belov'd. 



LETTER VUL 
Mr. C to Mr. B r. 



Dear 



ie 



I Received an Anfwer to my laft Letter to yoo 
about a Week fince, and had not been fflcit lb 
long, but that till now I was ;in hopes of getting a 
the Copy, I mentioned, time enough to fend ilc^ 
you thi^Seafon, but 1 find I cannot have ityttM;i 
while. ^ You were not fo kind in yours, to Cendh 
me any Town-News, I mean not of the StateJv 
for quodfufra nos nihil ad nos j but as to the TraDf'l 



a£tiofls 



M various SuijeHs. 147 

jiffions or CovtHt'Gardtn^ as what new Wits a- 
rife ? ( for there they foring like Muflirooms, 
and are as c^en of no longer a date ) ot what 
ihc old perform? Whether Self-opinion, lU- 
preeding, Ill-nature, and noify AlTurance are flitl 
* fhought fufEcicnt Ingredients to coippofe a Cri- 
tick ? for Pamajftts has lis BuBjs Hill, [hough Lm- 
M» has almoft loft the Breed. Whether Farce 
bn the Stage, and Noife, and NonfenCe in thel^c 
be as much in Vogue as ever? Whether my Fricrij, 
Mr. C— £, has forfaken his midnight Jefts, and 
his Mattins-Bottle? For I have known an old 
Stager, that when neither brisk Eyes, nor a foft 
Hand could longer provoke him, has turn'd Saint j 
but you may fay, indeed, that Bacchus and Vtnm 
bre not alike in their Votaries ; the Geddefs finds 
^fotehce fooner than the Goaf, who often very 
hoTpitahly receives thofe he thinks jno longer 6t 
Git her Service. Nay, you fent me no Nevps from 
tlieSun-fliineof the Boxes, or the Qoudsofthc 
Pit ; What new Face, or Wit has engag'd you, 
or what new Authors entertain you ? You have 
not fo much as mention'd the Chaos of the Thtatre, 
whether Faftion be {till alive there ; though one 
would think there were as little Fewel for it, as 
for Envy to,' forac of our modern Poets, who 
have the blind Vanity to think well of themfelvcs 
without a Rival; though, indeed, it often hap- 
pens that the pooreft States arc mofl fubjeS to 
Sedition. But methinks, if you could have fent 
mc no News of anyoneelfe, you might abonc 
I Tcsyic^^ forllincehaveheardhowmupHMr.O — 
I and I are to Mr. O— — s, for fliriing majx M- 
^ fair he had nothing to do in, either as a Gntlc- 
> iaaOi or a Perfon oblig'd.- As for f he kind Wa: t*. j 
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Walk in the raoft delicious TromenaJe in the 
World, either on a woody Hill, with a gentle 
murmuring Rivulet beneath j or elfe on the 
Brink of that, through a winding Valley, with 
verdant and eafie Hills on both fides, cloathed 
with Trees and pleafant Meadows in the Interval. 
There Harace^ f^irgil^ Milton^ Dryden^ or fome fuch 
Heroes entertain us, till fatisned, not furfeited, 
with the Pleafure. And this has given me a true 
Taftc of Temperance, and its ineftimable De- 
lights. But I forgot my felf, and had not the 
Margin of the Paper put me in mind, I ihould 
have run on I know not whither. My Service 

to Dr. G th, Mr. C 4, and Mr. B— 7-^ 

if in Town , I am 
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Tour Friend and Servant^ 



June x&; 

1700. 
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LETTER IX. 



ljmd.kxig. 10. 1790- 



Mr. B — p to Mr. 



•C 



Dear G- 

I Find by your Letter, you are f o well acquain- 
ted with the Tranfa^ions of Covent-Garden^ 
that I need hot givfc xny felf the Trouble of ex- 
' ' cufing 
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cufing my Silence as to that Particular ; nay^ 
rather I expc£t your Thanks fer it, (ince youf 
(ivil Expoftulations contain a better Accoun^'of 
the Wits, the Criticks, and the Theatre, than I 
can pretend to write. I muft freely own to yea 
how cimerous I am in mediing with the Poets ^ 
they are known to be a peevifli turbulent Na- 
tion, eafily provoked, and feldom or never re- 
concil'd J and I had rather entertain you with 
State Aitairs, and fettle the Succeffion of Sf^in^ 
or England^ than give my Opinion of the Perfor- 
mances of the old and new Wits. Indeed, there 
were lefs danger in (iding with Denmark againft 
the Triple Alliance, or maintaining the Prefo- 
gatives of the Crown againft the Incroacbmenrs 
of the Common- wealth's Party, than in oppo- 
fing the Self-conceit of a New Writer, oc 

condemning the ill Tafte of the Town, for mif- 
taking a Farce for a true Comedy ^ and to engage 
the proud, ill-bred, ill-natur'd Cricick at WiltSy 
and dare to call his pretended Sublime^ Fulfm 
Bombafij were more hazardous than to fpeak 
Treafon, or rail at the Court. We have a firefh 
Inftance of this Truth ^ when the CbeapfiJe Poet, 
at the Expence of {proclaiming himfelf a Fool, 
publifli*d a Satyr againft fTtt^ What Tumults, 
what Storms did he raife ? All WilFs was pre- 
fently in Arms i both Commiffion'd, and Non- 
commilTion'd Officers rais*d Forces againft the 
Common Enemy ^ raw, unexperienc'd Soldien^ 
nay. Women were Lifted to make up a com* 

Eleat Army j Men of the Sword, Phyfid^ns, 
awyers, young Students, Punfters,' To|per8, 
ingenious Ladies, Drmy^lane Poeteflesj in a 
word, all the ff^$Ps and Jfltlings thought (hiBm- 
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fclres engag'd in Honour to revenge the Afiront; 
iad Headed by a fierce Leader, with Vointed or 
Blmat Epigrams, no maner which, marched out 
in Banle-Array, to %ht their bold Ancage- 

nift — But when as dull a Poet as Mr, fi-— -re 

writes a low, pitiful Satyr, call'd the Foreigners, 
and levels his malicious Bolts at the twoFayu- 
nte Lords, he is unregarded, and has nothing to 
fear but Contempt and Oblivion, the eaiie Punifli- 
inent of Scandal wiihouc tVit. From all thefe 
you may faftly conclude, that 'tis with Trem- 
bling I inform you, that we were lately prefcti- 
ted with a new Play, which with the Author, 
his Bookreller, fome of the Comedians, and the 
Gallery, paft for a pretty Comtdy ; but with the 
beft Judges in the Pit, and the Boxes, for a down- 
right Farce. There was, indeed, a good Cha- 
ndler in it ; but which was fa ill manag'd, and 
fo ill attended, that itlook'd like— 'Faith, I 
want at prcfcnt a Simile to eicprels the Odnefi of 
the Compofition, but I fliall owe it you. Our 
Fiicnd, Mr. C— i, has neither forlakcn his Jtfi, 
TUX his Bottle ; to temper which, he drinks the 
Waters of Selicm more plentifully than ever— — 
tX^hout Metaphor, he is feldom in a Tavern, 
but he falls' to coupletting fome of his Neig^ 
bours in the adjacent Rooms.—— Belides, he 
has a new Play upon the Stocks, which will be 
ready to be Laurich'd forth after Michaelmai- 
Term. Tou ask me what n^w Face has engag'd 
tne,Faith I am ftill asyou [eftme,inctin'd tobe *- 
wuzldt but not engag'd by the Fair, fbr I look 
txpon Love as an agreeable Companion, as long 
as he is upon the Wing, and fluttering from one 
Face to aixxher, but methioks he becomes pla- 
sty, 
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guy Fariguing, when tied to one fingle Objcft. 
As for Authors, I feldom converfc with the New 
any farther than their Title-Pages, and Content^ 
but I make the Ancient both my Study and En- 
tertainment. ■ ■ Among thefe I rank thofe 
modern Writers that have a true Tafte of Anri- 
<|iity, and a deep knowledge of Nature ; as Dt 
M^ntasgne^^t. E^remont^ Pafcal, la Bruytre^ Ado- 
liere^ Bolleau^ and fome few others among the 
French } and Bacon^ Temple^ Cowley^ Ben. Jobnfav^ 
aitid Sbakcffsar amongft the Englifb. I own, in 
fome of thefe the Delicacy of Expreiiion is fomc- 
times wanting ; but the juftntfs of their Thoughrs 
fuflGciently recompences that Defed^ j and who- 
ever reads, ought rather to confult the Improve- 
ment of his Mind, than the gratifying of his 

Ear. 1 am forry for, though not furprizd 

at, your being abus'd by Mr. •— — 'Tis no more 
than you fhould have expeSed from your Inti- 
inacy with him. I knew not how far he hasin- 
jur'd you j but this I am fure of, that fo unpo- 
lite, ill-natur*d, and fclf conceited a Man can no 
more make a true Fiiend than an agreeable Com- 
panion. I wonder, that finceall Offices of Friend- 
ihip have prov'd inefFcdtual to reftrain his de- 
trafting abufivc Inclination, fome Body or other 
has not attempted to civilize him the fame way, 
as we tame fierce untraftable Animals. This, in 
my Opinion, is the only Method to deal with 
him, tor to encounter him with his own Wea- 
pons, a Gentleman muft forfeit that very thing 
that makes him a Gentleman^ I mean his good 
Breeding. I envy you, at leaft, 1 y/Mh I could 
partake with you the Pleafures of your Rctirc- 
tncnt : For inftcad of yowr fwect Copntrj Air, 

wc 
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live here in a fmoaky Town j inftead of your 
dous Walks in verdant Meadows, we walk 
DUgh dufty Streets ; inftead of your murmur- 
Rivulets, or the melodious warbling of Birds, 
are here pefter'd with the ratling of Coaches, 
rumbling of Dice-Boxes, the Curfing of 
Dg Gamefters j or which is worfe, the Ira- 
tincnce of Fops, 'Tis true, inftead of your 
c brew'd EitgHJh Ale, we drink here true Cbam- 
nfj Burgundy^ or Languedoc. But this is noc 

ioient to ballance the Difparity, or atone for 
Abfcnce of Mr. C— - efpecially with fofo- 
a Man as my (elf, who, you know, .never 

:ced one Bottle. My hearty Service to your 

low A nchorite j and believe me entirely 

urs, &c. 
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LETTER X. 

■ • 

A CharaHer if Mr. Wychcrley. . 
By the HoHonraile, Mr. .Granville: 

Of all OUT modem Wits^ nonefeems tome 
Qnce to have toucbt nfou true Comedy^ . 
But bafiy Shadwd, andflorw Wycherlcy. 
Shadwel*/ n^jSij/bV, &c. 
JBiir Wychcrley earns hard ivhatere he gains^ 
tie wants no Judgment j and he /pares no Pains. 







Earl if Rochefter, &c. 
. » . ■ 

THis is part of a Charader given of Mr. 
Wycherleyy by one of the greateft Wits our 
later Ages have produe*d. There are fome odier 
Lines which I have forgot, relating to the fame 
purpofe } but their Senle, as I remember, is to 
this purpofe,— —That as Mr. ffjcherley excels ii 
the Strength and Variety of his Thoughts, fo is 
he guilty of the feweft Errors : He is not only 
the greateft Wr, but the moft Corre£i, or fome- 
vrhat to that SignificatioQ. 

This Chara^er, however juft in other Refitefl^' 
yet injures Mr. Wycberly in one particular, being 
reprefented as a laborious Writer, which every 
one can contradid, who has the leaft periboal 
knowledge of him. Thofe, indeed, who form 
their Ju^;ment only hy his WiiciiigSy nuy Jbcj; 
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apt to imagine, that fo many admirable Refle^** 
ODS, fuch diyerfity of Images and Chara&ers, 
fuch ftrickt Enquiries into Nature j fo thorow an 
infpe£tion, and fuCb dofe Obfervations upon the 
feveral Humours, Manners, Sentiments, and Af- 
feftions of Men» and, as it v^ere, fo true, and (b 
pcifca a DlJJeHion of Humane- kind, as appears 
in his Comedies^could Be no other than the Work 
of extraordinary Labour and Application. Where* 
as others who ha^e the happinefs to be acquain- 
ted with the Author, as well as his Works, arc 
i&le to affirm, that all thefe Perfcftions arc due 
^0 his Genius, and natural Penetration. We 
owe the Plcafure and Advantage of having been 
fo well entertain d and inftrufited by him, to his 
fadli^y of doing it ; for if I miftake him not ex^ 
(rcamly, had it been a Trouble to him to write, 
he would have fpar'd himfelf that Trouble. What 
he has performed, would, indeed, have been dif. 
ficult for a Genius of lefs Force ^ but the CltA 
which a Man of ordinary (ize could not lift, was 
no more than a Walking-Sea fF for Hercules. 

Mr. Wjcherley^ in his Writings, is feveroy and 
loU in His Undertaking y in his Converfation, 
gentle^ modefi, inoffenfive j in his Writings hefeems 
without Mercy j in his Nature he is all Tendernefs. 
He makes ufcof his Satyr as a Man truly Brawy 
of his Coarage^/ only upon publick Occafions, 
and for pubUck Good : He compaffionates the 
Wound he is under a neceffity to probe j or 
fikc a good natur'd Conqueror, grieves at the 
Oa:afions that provoke him to make fuch Ha- 
7odc. 

There are who objeft aeainft his Verfificatlm ^ 
but a Diamond is not leis a Diamond, for not 

bdng 
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being polifli*d: Verfification is in Poetry, what 
Colouring h in Taint ing^ a beautiful Ornament: 
But if the Proportions are juft, the Pofture true, 
the Figure bold, and the Refemblance accord- 
ing to Nature, though the Colours happen to 
be rough, or carelefly laid on, yet the Piflkurc 
Ihall loofe nothing of its Efteem : Such arc pu- 
ny of the incftimable pieces of Raphael y where- 
as the fineft and the niceft Colour that Art can 
invent, is but labour in vain, when the reft is in 
diforder; like Paint beftow'd on an ill Face, 
'' whereby the Deformity is rendered but {o much 
the more canfpicuous and remarkable. It would 
not be unfeafqnable to make fome ObfervatioDS 
Tipon this SubjcA, by way of Advice to many 
of our prefent Waters who feem to lay the 
whole Strefs of their Endeavours upon the JE£fr- 
fffonj of Words : Like Eunuchs they (acrifice their 
Manhood for a Voice^ and reduce our Poetry to 
be like Eccho^ nothing but Sound. In Mr. Wj- 
eberlu every thing is Mafiuline i his Mule is not 
led forth as to a RmieTt/^ but as to a Battle : Not 
adorn*d for Parade, but for Execution: He 
would be Try *d by the fliarpnels of his Blade, and 
not by thQ, Pincrj : Like your Heroes of Anti- 
quity he charges in Iron, and feems to dcfpile 
all Ornament, biit intrinfick V^ertue 3 and, like 
thofe Heroes, has therefore added another Name 
to his own } and by the unanimous AfTeot of 
the World, is called, The Manl/ WjcherUj. 
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LETTER XI. 

• < 

Mr. B-— r to J. L' -B/yj 

'iear Sir. 

rOiir Reproaches for my not writing arC;^ 
^ very obUging, that I know not how to an« 
T them : Not but that I might tell you tweo^ 
rhings by way of Apology, but I nub? biijl 
^pur Generofity for my Ipxcufe. Yet, if you 
I believe me, tUe. true.anq only Reafon of iny 
ncc, has \Kcn the Barrenneis of News, which 
le may render my Letters Entertaining. ;.. I 
pofe you have been no le(s (iupriz*d at 7i^ 
^Cj than we here in London at the Eledkm (bf 
md : Our Divines, and Men of rigid Prjn* 
es, highly cenfure the Duke of Saxat^^ fot 
nging a Spiritual Crown of Eternal Wikp 
an Earthly Tranfitory Diadem : Othj^s ar^ 
rented to l^y , that 'tis . lielow a Man of Ho^ 
r to change his Religion uppn lo trifling ^ 
ifideracion, as the Ele£tiye Crown of ToUnd 
ht to have been, with a Prince who held, air 
ly fq cqnfiderable a Rank in the Empire 3 btij; 
le it feems, from the CGmmon PraSiCe of all 
es gnd Nations, that the Laws of Religion 
Honour were only made. to fetter Mortals 6f 
nferipr Degree, whereas Princes feldom ,fpl:r 
any other Ruk in all their Actions, befid^ 
t.IpiMcft, or Pleafure i, and I am (xxi^yo^ 
too great i Politician^ .and Counter, tiot td 

% com'' 



x^8 Original Letters 

commend them for it, However, 'cis certai 
this Eleftion is a great Balk to the French j an 
if the Siee;e of Barcelnna be not more fai 
Celsful in the End, than ic was in the Beginnioi 
we may hope a h.ippy Gonciufion of the Wai 
Thus much of Pubiick Affairs. 

Her Royal KighncG, by b^^r peculiar Attraftivc 
Faculty, has, 1 fuppoK, drawn all the Beau- 
Mondey and l-kafuKS after her to lunhridge^ tor 
we have nothing left here, but the bvire Wallsof 
. a Town, deftituteof irsgveatcft Ornaments the 
BcUes and ihcBiaux. The Piayhoufc is fo thin, 
that when I. go there, \v% mcerly upon the ac- 
count of the Coblhefs of the place. St. Jamti% 
Park is become a Solitude where an Anachoretc 
might now make bis Abode, without fear of any 
Temptations j for all the Evenings I have been 
walking in it, I faw there But fdme few antiqua- 
ted Ladies, chat preach'd Continency with ch< 
miferable Ruins of their paft Beauties. I advifi 
you to lay hold of the Opportunity Fortune ha! 
thrown before you, to enjoy your felf. Tak( 
your fall Swinge of Pleafu^es, for the preciou 
Minutes of our youthful Days, fly hSt awa| 
neverto return again. If you light upon fom! 
of tbde Ladies, who, I hear, are gone to Tun 
hriJ^ Upon no other Errand than to Cuckoli 
their Husbands, be fure not to difappoint them 
for a Woman once balk*d, turns prefentiy be 
Love into Hatred and Revenge, If you play a 
Ticket with my Lady, do not iforget tojhewjou 
Toint^ and count your Acesy for that*s the onl; 
way to get the better of her. Mrs. Z)— ^ Dc 

fitt 



:,^ 



\ 



$n various Sulje£ls. 

fires to be remembred to you, with as much 
ftrncftncfs, as I fupppfc, you defirc to forget 
her; for you knew. Women will be mighty 
fond of their old Lovers, till ihey can get new 
Ones. My Service and Refpefts to all the Gentle^ 
men at the Princefles Qoun, and believe me. 



WbittJisUj July 
II. 1697. 



SIR, 



Tours, &C. 
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LETTER Xn. 



Bfr.h 



Death of her Mother. 

Madam, 



r to wy Laiy B— — th, on the 



c 



I hope your Ladyfliip will excufe the Liberty 
I take of exprefling my Concern for your 
great Lofs; a Lols^that will be lamented even by 
thofe who had butthe Honour of abare Acquain- 
tance, with fo good a Lady, and which of nc- 
Ceflity muft be the xnore affli£iing to your Lady^^ 
•fl&ip^ (ince in her you not only lofe a kind Mo 
ther, but a Bofom Friend, and a dear Compa-. 
nion. Indeed, Madam, Providence feems to 
have permitted this heavy Weight of So(row to 
||iavc fallen chiefly on your Ladyfhip, becauf^ 
^u have a more than ordinary fliare of Piety 
and Grace, to fupport you under ic 3 and I doubt 

R i not 
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not but chat lo divine a Soul as yours will fhe^ 
a Chiiftian Refignacion to all the Decrees of Hea- 
vea 1 pray God to be himfelf your Com- 
forter, and heal up this frefh Wound, by ponr- 
ing down hew BlelFings on you^ and all yoor 
Family. I am with all the Refpe^ and ^ceri^ 
imaginable. 



AladaWy 



Tour LaifyJhifSy ficc,^ 



EPISTLE XIL 

To Mr. Congreve ; occafiond, hy his Cmeijf 
caird. The way of the WorlcL 

By Captain Steel. 

Wlitn PUafure^/ts faJTn to the lew Deligl^, 
In the vain Joys of the uncertain Sight; 
No Senfi of Wit^ when rude SfeSiators know^ 
But in Jifiortea Gefiure^ Farce j and Shew ; 
HfiW could^ great Congreve, thy ajpiring Mnii . 
Dare to Tinrite only to the few refind ? 
Tet though that Nice Ambition jou furfue^ 
*Tts not in CongtCVt^sPower to fUafe but fiTt^. 
Implicitly devoted to his FamCj 

Well-dreft Barbarians know his awful Name. 
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TW fen^eUfs tbejre (fMirtb^ hut v/henthey laugb^ 
At tbeypll Wine^ hut when till Drunk thty quaffi 

Forgotten Authors who have lately writ^ 
Dijfair now to revive their Fame of Wit ; 
Timi Fate I that all Poetick Hopes are fie J, 
'ifite of that help to Glory^ being dead. • 
0» Thee from fate a lavijh Portion fell^ 
h every way of Writing to excel y 
ffiene*eryouJing an undijfembled Woe^ 
fPith fweet Difirefsyour rural Numbers flow j 
Paftora*/ the Complaint of every SwaiUj 
Paftora fiill the Eccho of the Plain j 
Or if thy Mufe defcrihe with warming Force^ 
The wounded French-man /2i//i»f from his Horfe j 
And her own William glorious in the Strife^ 
Be^owing on a profirate Foe his Lif€. 
you the great Deed as generoujly rehear fe^ 
dad aU the Englifh Fire is. in thy Verfe. 

By thy politer Scenes^ andjufier Choicey 
Ennobled Comedy exalts her Voice j 
Rw check unjufi Efieemy and fond Defire^ 
dnd teach to Scorn^ where el/ewe Jhould Admire. 
The jufi ImpreJJion taught by Thee we bear^ 
The Player aBs the Worlds the World the player j 
ff^om ^iU that World unjuftly difefieemsy 
tinr he alone prefeffes what befeems. * 

But when thy Mufe ajjifmes her Tragick Party 
^e conquer Sy andjhe reigns in evry Heart, 
to moan with her Men cheat their Orivate Woe^ 
4nd generous Pitys all the Grief they know. 
Stf a^idow who, impatient of delay, 
firofi$ the Town Joysy mujl Mask it to tie TJaj : 
' R 3 Joyns 
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- Joyns with thy Mourning Bride^s refifiUfs moan.^ 
And wee fs^ a Lofs Jhe fi:ghted when hsr own. 
ToHgive us Torment^ and you give us Eafcj 
And vary our A^eBions usyoufleafe. 
Is not a Heart jo kind as yours in V'ain^ 
To load y cur Friends with Cafes you only feign? 
But nOy go on ^ ■ ^ycur moving Power employ^ 
To lull our SorPoWy and correit our Joy. 
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LETTER XIIL 
Mr. H n to Mr. J s. 

THp' my Silence >.r«ay make me fcem either 
Idle, cr ixej^iig nt, yet I aflure you, I had 
too great a Vaiue for fo agreeable a Correfpon-* 
dent, to let cither of i hole Vices prei'ail j butl 
was unwilling lo [::;ivc you a fruitlefs Trouble, 
and therefore C'fer'd Writing, till I could rive . 
you a full Acc<v'nt of the Enquiry you demd 
me to make, liic Kefulc of which is, that Dri 
Lejlys Anfwer to Dr. Kl?!g is nor to be got, not 
above Fifty of the Impreinon efcaping the Set 
zure, if I can give Credit to a Member of the 
Church Militant, who is a great Dealer in thofc 
Commodities : This I have heard fince confirm'd 
by a Gentleman, who aflur'd me, he had the 
Original Copy, at leaft as much of it as wasfav*d 
from the Wreck. But though I could not get 
that of thePerfon I fought, Igot the follol/mie 
Verfes, fixt, or fupposUto be fixt on Su'Stephm 
ChappcL . .19: . ' . ''\ 
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M rules within^ and reigns witheut the Doort^ 
fakes Men take Places^ and poor Maids turn ffiores ; 
y bhemlng Virtues fold^ his Trufi betray d^ 
^ehuch^d the Member fatts^ fo does the A£aid^ 
acb f leads Excmfe^ the Profit each does wove ; 
his is his Monarch* s Service^ Hers is Love, 
be World fees through the Sham in which bothjoyn^ 
€ votes for Interefi.^ and fine Whores^ Coin. 

Thus you fee Scandal is ftill at work in chii 
icked Town. This Vm afraid, will come cod 
re to bring you News of the Duke — Sue* 
(s. My Lord J — has drawn away B— R— r's 
Ife, who is young and pretty ; her Mother 
J her the way in Elofement^ for having Marri- 
I an Irijh Knight i after he had dome ail he could 
(atisfie her her way,when he hop*d to have had 
9 turn of being plcas'd his way , fbc kfc him 
the Fleet j and when ihe had emptied his 
^ carried hers off full. Thefe are terrible 
Dries to relate to a Perfon who refolves for that 
ate, which is fubjetS: to thefe Revolutions; 
id indeed, a Man that ventures his ftock or 
appinefs in a Woman's Hands, does what they 
», who truft their whole Fortune in a Bankers; 
r as her Caprice^^and his Conicience is all rheir: 
curity, flie changes, and he breaks, and the 
ppy Man is a Wretch, and the rich Man a Beg-- 
r. Yet thefe things will be, and therefore let 
n pals.—— 



/* 



P.S. I h9.ve. Sir, made a farther Enquiry af- 

: LeJI/s Anfwer to Dr. King^ but to no purpofc, 

accidentally, laft Nig: % I wa; brought into 
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' the Company of the Gentleman that has the Q. 
iriginal Copy in his Hands, who aflures me, i 
never iHras [vinted. 
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LETTER XIV. 

hujfiili^ July 6. 165^ 

Mr. S to Mr. M 

Reverend 5ir, 

X Our ingenious and paihetical Letter c^ 
fafc to my Hands, but being too greedy 
now the Contents, I tore off as much Scnfc 
as wouid lye up6ri the Surface of a Six-pence j 
but what vexes me yet more is, that it was in 
the middl? of your Philofophy, and has abfo- 
lutely prov*d a Vacuum in your Letter ; fo that 
this Breach has made your Senfc imperfcd, and 
deprived me, in (bme meafure, of your witty 
Turns, and fine Cadences. But for all this un- i 
happy Accident, I can in many Places fee the 
Ruins of what we call IVlt^ from thofe prettjf - 
Fancies that flill remain, and I make a fhift to . 
guefi at the Meaning. InpHmisy I think yon ^ 
talk of Time j that there is a Time for all Things j ij 
Nay, a Time to drink ff^ater. Then you fpeaki 
fomething of Memory, and that Mn S?"-?--* ai< 
the Place is my Coufin. Indeed, it is a great Ad- 
vantage to have a good Memory j but it is 'a 
greater to have a good Judgment: For Memory)] 
ftipe^ls only the Outfide of Things but it is a'] 



6 Judgment that will reftific all, and ibcyf 
what is real, and what not, If you have 
>urfe only to Memory, you may queftion a 
i*s Honefty, though upon f alfe Grounds, and 
em him highly ungrateful who is really kind 
courteous. Supprefs then. Reverend Sir« 
vivacity of your Judgment by the foUdity of 
ir Judgment, and the things will fall outdi- 
tly kccorcling to your Expe£tatibn. It is an 
reafoivible thing to expeft a hearty Welcome 
m £»^///&-men, whilft you fodofely accufe than 
Scklenefs,and unfincerity. But how unjuft your 
cu&tioii is, I leave it to the Scrutiny of your 
n Cpnfcience, which, I believe will teftifie 
fe two Things againft you j either that yckt 
^ory is (hort in retaining Bene^ts, or thatybu 
! fo unacquainted "iVith Friend/hip, as to be un* 
fonably jealous of your beft Friend. A true 
end is always the fame ; neither the profpe* 
js Gales bf Fortune, nor the gloomy Clouds 
Adverfity can change his Mind, or Unhinge 
I AfFeftions.' What need you then requdte frefk 
hhces of Love and Kindnefs, when thefe na- 
rally and voluntarily flow into the Objeft be- 
r*d ? In the letter part of your Letter you fay, 
u exped: my Orders with Impatience j I fup- 
fe you allow me to be a Chriflian, and if my 
rders fhquld not come fo foon as you expefted, 
s not to aiFroiit you, but to give you an oppor- 
nity of cxercifing that noble Vcrtue, Patience^ 
bich will make a Man eafie in all Conditions, 
d encline you to entertain charitable Thoughts 

Xmf JfiiSHtmte ^nd bumbU SirvMPf 

- I • ■ • . 

A 

J. S. 
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LETTER XV. 

r ■ • 

Mr. Boycr /^ Tho. Heafiiaw Efii 

Sir, ^ 

TH E laft dmc I had the Honour of being in 
youi: Company at Kenfingt$n, I acquainted 
you with my de^gn of compiling z French aq^ 
Knglipa Dictionary. I have (inge Q)Ue(9;ed fomc 
confiderable 'Materials cowarid^ it, aQ4 ^Qg;ag,*d' 
an ingenious Et^Ufh Gentleman to reyile my 
Epglijh y fo that I have xeafon to hope I may be 
able to exceed all former Woirks of this Nature^ 
Yet, bccaufb 1 fhould be loatb . to advance any 
farther in my Undertaking, without the Advice 
and Encouragement of pertinent Jui^es, I make 
bold to defire you to perufe the enclosed Speci- 
men, and to tell me freely your Opinionof it, by 
which I am refolv'd to let my Work either ftand: 
or fall. I remain with all imaginable ReQw^ 
andAiFeSion, 

Sir, JfMTs, &C« 




* .' 
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LETTER XVI. 

Jan. 3. 169$. 

Mr. Henfhaw to Mr. Boyer. 

Ours of eke 31ft. paft I have receiv'd toge« 

ther with the enclos'd Specimen, and am 

very glad you are fo far advanc*d in fo ufeful 
tad defirable a Work, and doubt not but your 
great Induftry, aflifted by your excellent Judge- 
ment in the French and £w//JfcTongiies, will ren- 
der it a Piece both acceptable, ahdapplauded by 
the World. I acknowledge I have but very lit- 
le Skill in thefe Matters, and therefore you are 
not to rely upon my Opinion, but on the Judg- 
ment of tome better Critick. Yet, to fliew you 
that I have, according to your Defire, perus'd 
your Specimen, I will adventure to fet down my 
Remarks upon it. And firft, in the Title-Page, 
i would advife you to (ay Out of the hefi Englift 
Authors^ and not to name the Four great Mafiersy 
which may too much difturb the Envy of all 
thofe who are apt to think well of their own 
Rhetorick j and the naming of Sir— among 
chem, may make fome Men, who have no e1 
fieem for him, flight your Judgment, and bring 
a Prejudice on the Book. AstoxCotgraw^ tho*" 

you do not derogate from him> yet I would by 

■ ^ ^ '• ■ no 
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iiQ means you fliould negleft him in your great 
VVork. Dr. Cafauhmy a Learned Frendhmaatii 
and a competent Judge, in his Diatribe de quatmr, 
lif^is^ fays, it is the beft Difiionary that ever 
was made in any Language ; though there are 
ieveral Words wanting in him, that came up 
fince his Time 3 yet they that love to read old 
French Authors, cannot be without him. R/Ae- 
lais will never be bid by til) the World's end, 
and there is fcarce a hard Word in him, but 
may be found in Cotgrave. As for Miege^ I ne- 
rer found him Satisfaftory, and fo can fiiy no- 
thing in his Behalf. Ricbelet has done very wefl, 
yet there are many Words 01 common ufe ©• 
mitted by him. The Method and Exaftnefi of 
the Beginning of your Di^ionary gives great 
hopes of an Excellent Work ^ but.aTOveali, kt 
not your Bookfellers be (paring as to make the 
Book lefs than a Folio, and have it Printejd on 
good Paper. I remain with much Ffteen^ anJlj 
Affe£lion, 



I. 



ToHT mofi bumble Servant^ 

Tho. Henihaw. 









9 




i 

M variMs Sulje&s. %6f 



mmmmmmm^mmmmmmi^mmmm^mmmmmmmtmmm 



LETTER XVn. 

Mtyfield, J«// 13. 16^ 
Mc, S.... to Ul,B... '. 

Deaf B- 

I Hope you received my laft Mc. With this 
you have my whole Collcdlion of Words} 
which I defire you to Marflial more Alphabet!- 
l:aUy than I have done, and deduce proper Phra- 
fesfiom/cm, where they *I allow. I dare war;- 
rant ail of them us*d : I had 'em either out df 
ircry good Authors, or elfe from fome ver j^. iii- 
eenious Gentlemen, whom I coriverfe with 
Sere daily i and Tie aflure ;|^ou, they have all 
paft their Allowance 3 therefore if any body 

aueftions any of them, I am ready to undertake 
leir Defence. 

Now for fome general Obfervations on Mege r 
tiittj he has innumerable felfe Interpretations^ and 
alimoft as hiany falfe SyUabkations^ which, I hope^ 

Su*l take care to avoid. I do not think it rea- 
dable, that becaufe he imagines a word Spelt 
fo, that it fhould be admitted, tho refer*d to one 
chat is right fpelt. Then, I am fure, he is de- 
jfbftive in necejfary Phrafes, tho he abounds in 
fuch as are fuferfiuoks : All which, I hope, you'I 
rake time to coniider of, and not fuffer your 
BootfeHers to wreft your work maim'd from your 
lands t^K^h you may have leifure afterwards 

CO 
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CO repent. That Tribe are too frequently known 
to precipitate,and lead a rafli Author \o YSs Kiuo, 
I mean, as to his Reputation, But no doubt, 
you*l have the leaft occafion of this Advice, tho 
your Undertaking be fo Voluminous. I wifb 
you fuccefs with ail my heart, and that my En* 
deavours may equal my Refpe£t and Value for 
you. There is above aThoufand Words, which 
is the more confiderable, becaufe there have been 
^ fo many Compilations. As for the Authority 
of making new Words, I have liot aflumed it, 
jtho I think it but proper, to have a word to 
iexprefs every particular meaning ; and where % 
]L,anguage is defedive, 'tis allowable to fup^ 
it. Our Language lies very opeip to Rcniam, 
as the makbg np words with Particles /and Ter^ 
minations, and thence it is that we {o abound j 
but ftill if .we exprefs that in one word, that o- 
therwife (hould require three or foar^ are not 
we rather to be commended than blamed? I 
mention this to obviate all Cavils againft our 
Language. Pray, let me hear from you the ficft 
Poft after the Receipt of this. Send me an ao> 
count of all Adventures, and write plainer, anl 
in a btger flieet, that may contain more of ydw 
Inftrumng Sltile. I am, with my Service to aU 
" rriends, 

i)t«r SIRt 



« ■ 



rcuTt ^ee. 
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WhitthM Aug. 2. 

i 

Mr. B.... to Mr. S. . . 

hear ' S 

Our chreatning to >yrite to me in Prnicht 
may very well authorize my Converfing 
j^ch you in Englijh^ fince t want no Icfe to im-; 
kovc my fcif in your Language, than you do 
n mine. However, if you find my French Let- 
crs any way conducive to your ProgreFs in 6u? 
Tongue, I fliall willingly put a (lop to my own 
li^vancement, to further yours. That's theleaffc 
|i?ng I can do in requital of thofe kitid Offices 
Mrfaich you pour in fo thick on me, that even 
by Epiftelar Acknowledgments, can fcarce keep 
pace with your Bounty. All your Letters are 
^jne (afe to my hands, that only accepted which 
ivas written in Frtnck I know not where to 
b? the fauk of the Mifcariiage, but however I 
fope its Freight will not be loft to me,if you have 
kept a Copy of thofe AVords you fent me in it. 
Tour Collections are of great ufero me, 2ii^ttL 
as the Hints you give me injpour hitttti^ which 
I will improve into fev^ral good Paragraphs, in 
ithe Preface to my DifKOhary, and sit the (imc 
time I ihall not forget informing the World^hovr 

Sell you have deterved of the Commonwealth 
* t^UDlng in general, and of me in particular* 

Having 
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Having done you chis Juftice, I hope you will 
ppe tmnk it either derogatory to your Laboui^ 
or too prefuffling on my own, if I tell you that 
both in the Collc^ons and Hints I have often 
junip*d with you \ nay, rather I believe you are 
fo m^ch my Friend, as not to grudge me thi^ 
juft Occafion of. being Proud. 

As for News — the Peace betwiyt. the Frmi 
and the Savoyard^ puts our Politicians a Wvk 
Defide their Meafures. Some (ay the Allies are 
rcf6lv*a to,dcflare War to the Duke, whereby 
bis Country is like to be harafled both by the 
i'rtncb and G)nfederate Annies ;, An^ .he*Il (sd 
bimfelf Entre le Marteau ^ rknclitmej ^2$ f&tt 
f finch faying is. People are at a gaze to know 
how far the PriiKres of Italy will engage in the 
Quarrel, efpecially the Old Father, and the Re- 
publick of Venice, Tis, in fome meafure, to 
peipeak the latter, that an Embafly is Ip^edily 
to be fent to Italy j and if you Cohtinpe m^c; 
mind you once ha4, to : Travel abroad, yon 
can never meet wit\i a fairer opportunity. I 
would encourage you to it from a^ 4efire to 
fee your Parts and Knowledge advanc*d; fen 
tho they be capable of little Addition, vfi 
Travelling may ferve to refine *em, and em 
^m a brighter luftre. You know that wheo 
the Poet would raife in us a great Opinion of 
his Heroe, he thus delcribes him ; - ^ . . 

iijii Atores^ tJmiMum nmlimtin nHMt ^ XJriei* ,. . 

Pray, m hearty Service ^^b yoiir Biodbcri 
ind beficve mc entirely Yowiss 

u 
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LETTER XIX. 



A^il 19. i6^g. 



\ » 



^r. 5— r CO the Right Reverend Lord Bi- 
Ihop of 5— w. 

IHdpe your Lordftip wUl'pardon the liberty 
of this Letter, were it but upon this fcore, 
char it will be lefs encroaching upon your pre-^ 
cious Hours, thanaVifit. 

I am^not an abfolute Stranger to your Lord-r 
iMp, having had the Honour of being recom- 
mended to you, by the famous Mn Baiit^ when 
[.firft came ovcr^ and if I haye negleSed to 
wiit oftncr upon your Lord rtiip to kcurethac 
proteSion, which you were pleafcd to prpmifc 
me, 'tis merely out of fear of growing trouble- 
(bm. 

. Having lately brought to a period a long and 
tedious Work, which by her Royal Highnefs's 
^rticular ' Leave arid Approb^ribn I undertook, 
»r the Ufe of his Highnefs the Duke of Glo^ 
iefievy I made bold to fend your Lordfhip ^ 
Specimen of it, before I prefented you with the 
Krhole Book, which is now at the binders. 



Mr. 
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Mr. Du B— — whom I eniruftcd with the Spe- 
cimen, told me, that according to myRcqudt, 
he had waited upon your Lordfliip, and that 
you were (rfeas'd to exprefs a Liking of my 
Defign. 

Some days after, I was told from Sir jB*— * 
B — — that your Lordfliip having given the 
faid Specimen to perufe to Mr. P- he had difap- 
prov*d fomething in it, chiefly the Infcriptionrf 

the Book, for the Ufe of bis Higbnels tht Duke ef 

Glocsfter, and the Correftions of the Faults 
which 1 found in Mr. Mieges Diflionary. 

As to the firft, your Lordfliip may know how 
I acquainted her Royal H^ghmfs with my deiign 
of infcribing my Book /or the Ufe of the Dnh^ 
about four years ago, and how (he was plea&d 
to favour and encourage it : Which, I think, 
is a fufficient Warrant for my Dedication and 
Title-Page. 

As for thofe Faults which I found in Mr. 
Miege\ Dictionary, and which Mr. P - ■■ wou'd 
endeavour to juftifie, I dare firmly aflfure your 
Lordfliip, that they are all fuch as I have fet 
them down, which I can prove by the unque- 
fiionable Authority of the French Academy's 
Dictionary. I fliall only infiance in two or three 
of them, for fear of abuiing your Lordfhip's 
Patiepce. 



For, to Ordain a Prieft, the French Aeuimj 
fays, OrJmmer un Tretrcy and not Ordimr^ as 
Meg€ has it y Ox-eye fan Herb) Oeil de Boeufi 
anonot Bugiofe^ as Miege has it, which Ago^ 
Btiglofsy or Ox-Tongtie j Prolixity, Pt^ixit^y saoA 
not iMguettr^ as fiiege has it» which is only a 

fynonimous 
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fynoDimous Word , the Paffion Week, Ufemaim 
J0 U paJJUn^ and nor, laftmaim Saime^ &c. 

I confefs, that fince Mr. P — was chofen 
ro Inftruft his Highncfs in the French Tongue, 
I flipuld have waited upon him to acq^igint him 
Vfixh my dcfign, which, perhaps, might have be-* 
ipoken a more favourable Ccnfurc of my Prer 
race from him : But however, t hope he will 
not ftand fo much upon PunAiIio*s, as to con^ 
demn me without hearing, left he ihould be- 
tray his own Ignorance, by involving in the 
latlie Condemnation the whole Frf^i& Academy; 
a Learned and Illuftrious Society, from whom 
all that fpeak and write true Firncb ought to de- 
rive their Decifions. 

I.fnbmit the whole hiatter. to your Lord- 
ihip*s candid and unbyafs*d Judgment, and the 
love you have for the Commonwealth of 
Learning, of which your Lordfhip is fo eminetnc 
a Member, and beg leave to fubfcribe my felf^ 
Vk^ith profound Refpeft and Veneration, 

Tmr LorJfhtfs mefi humbte 
and obebitHP Servant^ 



S i LLTtiiR XX; 



276 * Originul Letters 



Hk< 



LEttER XX. 

t 

From Monficur BaiUy to the Right R^ 
verend Father ini God, Gilbert Burner 
Bilhop of Salisbury ; upoa his Lordihip's 
Preferment in the Church of England. 



Done out of French. 



T Here's fcarce any body afmongft thofe whd 
are fo happy to be known to you in tbefe 
Provinces, but has been lc{s fenfible than my felf, 
of the great and glorious News we have recei- 
ved concerning your Lordfhip, and more dili- 
gent in Congratulating you by Letters, t fup- 
pofe thofe Perfons, whom you honour with your 
Friendfhip , being tranfported by their Zeal and 
Refoea, did not confider, fa maturely as my 
felf, our common Obligation, not to interrupt 
you one moment in thofe important Employ- 
ments, which render your Lordfliip fo ufcnil 
to the Publick. This, my Lord, is the true 
Reafon of my filence: For the more I heard the 
World Ring with your Name, both in Publick 
and in Private, the more I refleded you might 
juftly fay, Hos fmictf^' r^um & momenta fumus^ 
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and the lefs was I forward to take Pen in hand, 
to communicate to your Lordfhip the hearty 
Applaufcs which I gave thofe juft Rewards that 
had crown'd your great Merit, and continued 
Services} and which^I join'd here, upon all oc- 
cafions , with the Acclamations of the Well- 
Affe6led. But at prefent, My Lord, when Af- 
fairs feem fo well fettled, as to yield you fome 
Repofe, I ihould think my felf inexcufable. If 
I fhould defer any longer, affuring your Lord- 
fliip by a Letter, that no Man rejoyc'd more 
than my felf, to behold the Uluftrious Dr. Btimet 
advanced to fo high a Rank in the Anglican 
Church, of which he was fo worthy, and which 
Jie is fo well qualified to m-iintain, to the Glo- 
ry of God, and the Illuftration of the moft fub- 
lime and facrcd Sciences. God grant your 
Lordfliip may long enjoy this nc\y Dignity, m 
full Health and Profpcpty. 

Give me leave, my tord, to clofe this Letter 
with an humble Requeft in favour of him who 
will deliver this to you, and who is likewifeen- 
trufted with the Vanegyrick which the learned 
Ferizonim pronounc'd at Franeker^ on their Bri^ 
tannick Majefties*s Coronation Day, dircdled to 
your Lordfliip. He is a Gentleman of a good 
Family, related to one of my intimate Triends j 
and whoi Kaving begun his Studies in France^ 
has contiiiu'd them with fuccefs at the Univer- 
fity of Frantker j where he has leafrit not only 
Fiiilofophy and Divinity, but alfo the Mathe- 
maticks. I take the liberty, my Lord,' humbly 
(6 befeech you to furniih him with nleans 
^ ^ance himfelf, in fuch a way, as your ge- 
i4 :.v; V §3 ncrous ^ 
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nerous Protection of the Refugees (hall make 
you think tnoft proper. I fliall be extremely o- 
blig'd to you for it ; and efteem my felf hapfnr 
whenever I can find an opportunity to exprcfi 
to the World, with what profound RefpeA, aa^ 
extraordinary Admiration, I am 

Mttttrdsm^ Tour LarJBiip*s 

'*** Mofi bumbk ami f 

■ 

mofi obedient SerostOi ^' 

h 

R A I L E I 
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LETTER XXL 
Dr. fhemasS'^tb, to yix, B—-r. 

SIR, 

I Should, I acknowledge, have made a fyet- 
dier return to your obligipg Letter, bol 
one thmg or other ftept between me and mj 
good Inteniions, which has caft me fo fSu: b^. 
hind- hand with you } but Yefterday makmg a 

Vifit to Sir P r A ■ < , who told me he 

was going to Riskem, to divert himfclf after 
the great Afiliftion, which has befallen hinrfclf 
and Family,! was refolv*d to delay it no kmgp^ 
having fo fure and good a ConveyaiKrc, 

The Complemental part of your Letter I caa- 
m% well admit, in. which you heap up tbolf 

?rai(di 
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IHcaUes which are no ways due to me; but how- 
tver I look upon it as the effeft of your good 
opinion and re fpe£t toward me. I wifh it had 
been ttiore in piy power to have obliged a Pcr- 
fi)Q of your Charadter, for whom I fhallalwavs 
Fre&rve a juft and tender Regard, and will be 
leady upon all occafions to do all Offices of a 
frtn, hearty, and (incere Friend/bip, whenever 
it iballlie in my power. 

I look upon it as a a clear Indication, and 
•ffcft of a merciful Providence toward you, 
that when you were driven out of your own 
Country, by fo terrible a Hurrican, you have 
found to good a flielter in Sir B B^-^'^ts 

Family ; in company of which you have the op- 
portunity not only of enjoying the I>elights, 
the Retirements , and pleafant Air of the Coun- 
try, during thefe exceflive Heats of Summer, 
but of Travelling with them to fee their Friends 
and Relations. In the Account of your Jour-' 
ney into Nortbawfton-JhireJ^ am mott pleased with 
your View of the ancient Statues in the Garden 
of* Sir mlliam Farmer, at Eajfon. Thcfc were^*» 1^4 
formerly brought into England by that great t*"**^* 
Man Tlomas Earl of ArmdeU and adorn*d the 
Garden of his Palace here in Lmdon. A confi- 
derable number of Marbles with Inicriptions, 
w<fre given to the Univerfity of Oxen, by hi$ 
Grandfon the late Duke of Norfolk ; but thefe, 
Which he referv*d for the Ufe, Honour, and 
Ornament of his Family, were fold by his Re-' 
Ua,^to Sir William, whQ has a great Genius 
;^id Guft for fuch curious Monuments of An- 
ciquity. He acquainted me with his Pumhafe 
at firft, and I have threatned to go Cxpre& tafee 
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his whole VilU^ on purpofe to write out the In- 
fcriptions; but I have been hindred hitheno 
tJrom purluing that defign. 1 thank you for 
the Inicription you fent me, upon the Marble- 
Chair : I doubt only whether you havc tran- 
fcribc'd the lift word right, and whether it 
ihould not be XapisThpiOn, but if it be, as 
yOu fay, 5capi2ThpiqN, whether there be not 
a word following, at leaft a fpace, and the word 
illegible? This is only a Thought which now 
Qomts in my mind, upon which I lay no great 
ftrefsi but will examine and compare yours 
with the like Infcription in Gruter and RA- 
n'^Jtus. ' '.-'.... 

* I doubt not but you will fee Windfor Caftk 
which is a glorious Building, and, take it with 
all its Advantages, is not exceeded by any Royal 
Houfe of France. When you look, upon tht 
Sepulchral Monuments which are in Sr. Georges 
Chappel, if there be anyone eredtcd to the Me- 
mory of the late moft learned Ifaac Foffius^ I 
,pray write out the hifcriprion for me. But 
perhjps it is not yet put Up by his Nephew, 
who allured me ftyeral times, before he went 
into Holland^ that it fhould be done j and I que- 
ftion not in the leaft, but he will make good 
his Refolution, both out of a Principle of Ju- 
ftice and Gratitude. 

I will not fay, I hope, bicaafe I am pretty 
well aftur'd, that you employ your leifure Hours 
tO the advantage of your Studies, toward which 
I Ihould Very gladly contribute. You do well to 
perfect" ybur felfin the Know1c'dg;e of the Eng^ 
iijlj Tongue t but the ftudy of the Greek is that 
vvhich will be of more ufe to you, in order tof^ 

make 
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make yqu fcrviceable to the Church, to which 
lijr the Bent of y©ur Mind, and Courfc of your 
Life, you' have devoted your felf. I knovtr you 
cannot but take in good Part, this free Advice,, 
vhich flows from the hearty AffcSion of, 

I ^th- Aug, 5ir, your mojt faithful Fritni^ 



1691. 



and humble Servant^ 

T. S th; 



LETTER XXIL 



Air. B-— — r to the Reverend Dr. S- 

Reverend S/r, 

IT fares with me as with thofe fortunate 
Traders to the Eafi-Indiesy who with a fmall 
Venture, get a Return which doubles their Stock, 
ind makes *em forget the length of the Voyage 3 
thus your kind Letter, by over- paying mine, 
makes me more than fuflicient Amends for my 
waiting for an Anfwen *' 
^' I am extreamly pleased with the Account you 
rive me of the Antiquities, which I faw in Sir 
mlliams Gardens ^ for, in my Opinion, it is 
vrith thefe, as with ancient Books, and Mano- 
fcripts^ of which the knowing how they have 
iiieen preferv 'd^ and bow come tp be in luch or 

fuch 



^i 
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fuch 2 Plaoe» adds no (mall Sarisfadion taihc 
perufing df them. I doubc not but you are xij^ 
in your Conge6tuce about the Infaiption I fent 
you i for as far as my Memory can return bad[, 
I can aiTure you, there neither was, nor appeared 
to have been any other Words in the Marine- 
Chair befides thdfe, 

O. I1PET2- AAlSANAPINOS' 
*UAlNETOS' ISlAl- OZIPIA^ 

ahotbUI- xapixthpion. * 

As for my miftaking an O for an ^, you muft 
afcribe ir to the hafte I was in, when I wrote out 
the Infcripcion, being then in Company with 
four or five young Ladies, who had rather hear 
9 Jeft,or a {wecc raprefltoa, in plain Mn^lijb^ than 
to view the fined Pieces of Antiquities in tne 
World J and who laught at me ail the while as 
a fimple Fellow, to mind fuch learned Trifles. 

I had a Month ago the opportunity of viewing 
Win^for-Caftle^ with all that belongs *to it. I 
confcfs, it is one of the fineft Pieces I ever beheld 
The advantage of its Pro(pc6l is alpioft as great as 

that of Greenwkh-Park^ ( which, I think, is no 

where to be parallel'd ) the Building is folid and 
ftately ^ the Furniture rich and magnificent ; the 
Painting of St. Ge^jr^eVK?// extraordinary fine j 
the Carving of the l5ng*s Dining- Room n^hty 
curious, an worthy of a King. St. Geu^r^pe's Chap- 
pel is alfo a very fine Piece of Archice^ure : \ 
view'd it both without and within, and looked 
upon fcveral Epitaphs,but I don't remember that I 
faw any Monument erefted to the Memory of 
the famous i/Jwtf r^jJBi/, 
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I^am feofible of what you hint in your Letter 
concerning my Condition *• and will freely own 
to you, that bating the Hardfhips which are in« 
feparable from ncjj^y^A I am as happy in my 
Exile, as I could have been in my own County. 
I return you a thouiand Thanks for the kind Ad* 
vice you give me of improving my Greek, as be- 
ing both a particular Proof your AfFe£lion to me, 
and agreeable to the main deiign of my Studies. 
i may fay, without Vanity, that I had made no 
(:ontemptiblc progrcfs in that Tongue, whilft I 
was in France^ having read the greateft part of 
Horner^ Ificrates^ and Arijlofbaness Works j but 
our iad Difperiion has cut oiF the Thread, andl ^ 
Series of my Studies, and forc*d me to. carry 
chem on, k batons romfusy as we (ay in Frencb^ 
both for want of Time, Books, and other Con- 
veniencies : and I found true by Experience the 
fayii^g of the Poet, 



*H4ud faqilt emergmt'i &C. 



I hitherto have had a ftrong Defire of Leam- 
fng the Englife Tongue, for as long a$ our Mife- 
xies laft, (and God knows whether we fliall ever lee 
the end of them)'the £ireft,and perhaps the only 
^ay (oszFrencb Man,who.h;ifi nothing to truft to 
but his Learninjg, to get an honeft Livelihood in 
England^ is to i(peak BngUjjii. If it concerns you 
inuch to have VSsu^ Epitaph, I will go to 
IfinJfir on purpote to fee whether there be any 
fycik tbing, tJii^re bop^ nqthing in the World 

♦ but 
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contrary *tis generally an ObftruAion to a Man^i 
Preferment j for they, who arc in Power, hafc 
their Frailties and Imperfeftions like other Men, 
and are extreamly jealous of too nice an Obfer- 
ver, fuch as we may fuppofe a Man of Wk to 
be. Now they refle£t thus, that though by thrit 
Bounty and Favour, they fliould endear fuch a 
Man to their Intereft, yet they look upon him in 
his Nature, to be a fort of wild Beaft, whdb 
Ficrccnefs, though they might in fome meaforc^ 
reclaim and overcome by their Kindncfsj yet, 
they fufpe£t he may, like the reft of the Savage 
Race, one time or other, have fome fiidden ftart 
of his inborn Cruelty, and invincible Temper CO 
fly out in the Face of his Keeper, though he 
was tied down by a Qiain of a thoufand Obli- 
gations. In feveral advantageous Profeffions, 
the being only thought a* Wit, will go a great 
way to the undoing a Man ; efpecially if Wk 
has the misfortune to be joyn d with Poetry. We 
have an Inftance of this kind, in the Ptrfon of a 
very eminent City Phyfician, whofe Wit a&d 
Poetry, if it had been as extraordinary as the 
vain Opinion he had of it himfelf, he had ine* 
coverably loft his PrafKce ; but by the hapm vh 
fluence of his benevolent Stars, he had not iwat' 
low*d fo large a Dofe of Wit, as to work Ml 
Deftru£lion j and fo, like the infignificant Ef- 
forts of old Age, with an infe£lioDs Harlot, Ml 
very Impotency (av*d him. 

Demetrius^ of the Infur-Temple^ has lately fitt 

his Chambers, and has taken a Lodging near ihe 
Tlayhouft : 'Twas faid, that he intended to cUli 
Cook upon Linletm into blank Verfe, tolbfeti^is 
fome meafure, the rnggeSilefi of ih« Expidfiett 
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it might, perhaps, have fucceeded as well, as a 
rercain Spark of my Acquaintance, of whom ic 
s reported, that he attempted to tranflatc it very 
)dd kind of a Book, caird ffaditras^ into Freneb 
Metre. This Gentleman is frequently pofleft 
xrith Poetick Raptures, and all the Fannly com- 
^ins that h? difturbs *em at Midnight, by re- 
peating Verfes j particularly laft night, reciting 
bme incomparable fuUime Fuftian of his own 
^oinpofing, he made fuch a horrid rumbling 
Njoifc, as alarm*d three Watch-Men that were 
walking under his Window, who iramc- 
Siacely knocked up his Landlady, fe enquire if 
the Houfe were haunted : When he is in Bed, 
one would imagine he might be quiet for that 
Kight, but *tis quite otherwife with him j for 
when a new Thojight, as he calls it, comes into 
bis Head, up he gets, lets it down in Writing, 
and fo gradually encreafes the deteftcd Bulk of his 
PbettCk Fooleries j which. Heaven avert it, he 
threatens to Print, and then, O ye courteous 
Readers, and credulous Bookfellers, look about 
you, for Mischief is coming to ward5 you. This 
unhappy Pcrfon, before the Curfe of Poetry had 
feiz*d him, was in a pretty way of thriving Bu- 
finefs. 

His Chambers eccbod v;itb tbe grateful Noife 

Of harjh Contentum^ and litigious Brawls ^ 

;^d be chferudy better tban the Vbyficians^ 

3y tbe melodious found cf Chinking Fees^ 
: that Difiiijrd makes tbejweeteft Harmony) 

Thus be in troubled Waters Fi^d } from Strife 

He drew the Joj-andComfort of his Life. 

^Stbe'Clients' were with refilefs Carer offrejt^ 
^Sl^JUllfrefervd a Calm within bis Breafi^ 

And 
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\4nd laughed to fie rich Feels prowote DehateU 
Till Lawyers pare fir J out^& furcbas^ d thehrEJlatts* 
But now the Scene is cbangd^ atid be s in Pain^ 
The Mufes Throws dijtraS hisfe/ible Brain, 
Nature alarm d declines tb* unequal Toily 
And like a Gun oerloaded dees recoil. 
His Genius Jhrints, and bids him write no more^ 
But Fate is intj and be can neer gii/e o^er. 
He ravesy be foams j andfeems like one Pojfifiy 
And is what he could never write ■■ a jefi. 

■ 

I have done with this Geutleman, whom I 
leave at Temple-Bar ^ and go direSly on to the 
City, where I obfcrve, that Tf^tt makes but a 
very indilFerent . Figure ; nay, even on a Lord- 
Mayor*s-Day, with all the Pojnp of Pageants to 
fupport it J and Tve not heard that any of that 
Character have Fin d for Alderman, When thqr 
life the Wofd, *tis generally in an ill Senfe, as 
\vhen they have cheated a Man, they cry, they 
have out witted him. A remarkable GaUick Wit^ 
whofe Demefns in Varfiajfus were yei:y confider- 
ablej yet upon account of the. utiCertainty of 
the Income, has very prudently withdrawn his 
fiffcfls, and converted his Subftance to Indian 
Ware, which Undertaking exafitly agreeing with 
h^Genius, profpers fo faft, that he has more La- 
dBlUt his Shop every Afternoon, than he us*d 
t^iavc in the Front Boxes, on the. third Night 
of a new Play. Our Ifland is very much addid- 
cd to Trade, but Wit is a Commodity that few 
People deal in, and will never be a Staple Com- 
modity, till the Natives are better . acquainted 
with its Vdue. I foretel that this mxy probably 
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^ppcn in the next Century, but no Man, that is 
already Born, wilj live to fee it. Perhaps you may 
not a little wonder how I came tofo jgreat a 
knowledge i but this *tis to obfcrve the. Stars, 
my Friend, for you muft know I often fit Up a 
Nights—- Well, Sir, you may laugh, if you 
pleafc,but what I tellydu is very true for all that. 
I fuppofe, by this tioic, your Countenance is 
fettled, . and a Man may go on without Interrup- 
tion. I fay then, fince Wit is not worth oneS 
while to deal in, you can't blame the for difpof- 
feiling my felf of fuch Lumber. Indeed, 1 ne- 
ver had fo great a quantity, as to be a confide* 
table Lofer by it^ but that little Stock I had, di- 
verted me from, a betie? fort of Traffick. To ma- 
nage rightly, out chief Dealings fliould be of 
more profitable kind, and TVlt^ a Trade, fhould 
i^me in by the by j methinks Wit is like a Mi- 
^t% a pretty thing for a Man's Diverfion, an4 
fit to 6e enjoy'd at leifure hours j but if once a 
fAsLVi becomes wedded to it, 'tis like marrying 
one's Miftrefsi let thofe that have try'd it, in- 
form you how they like it. To Carry on the AI- ^ 
lufion,^ it Wit be a Miftrefs, I have found her 
fometimes very rampant, for fhe has ravifli'd me 
|n your Company ; the thing might be indifta-- 
able, but that I have confcfs'd, I receiv'd a great 
deal of PJeafure and Satisfaction in it y ^h^k. I 
btlieve, is generally true in other R^pe^jfwr 
ihey have not the Grace to own it^ Raillery a- 
part, thefe few Obfcrvptiojis I have made on Wit 
and Toetry^ I wholly fqbmit to your Judgment : 
} do. not pretend to teach yoiipny .:i'g dh this 
Subjeft-, who are better qualified tdgv? meln- 
ften^ons j ^hich Favour I the M^ eic^^W 
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rcqucft of you, that I may in Abfente imjprovc 
as much to your ingenious Letter, as I us*d to do 
in ^our Company, by yourwicty Converfaiion, 
which is admhfd by none lb much as by 

Tour real Friend^ 

■ 

and bumble Servant^ 

Tho. Check. 



LETTER XXIV. 



Mr. O ' to Mr. M- 



YOU tell me the People of ffTZTsCoSce- 
houfe nre removed to ihe Rainbow^ that 
the Wits and l\l,ucians have been fo much, di- 
fturb'd by the BaJJetiers and Picejuet Mirn, that 
their Maxims and Sca^idal began to grow inia 
Contempt J and \".v2s no matter how welJ a 
Man talkt of the Sta^c, or the State, unle6 he 
cou'd handle his Cards with a good Grace, and 
loofe his Money as freely as thofc that get it, 
throw it away on their Vanity and Vices, 'Twai 
in a lucky hour this Defertion happened, for the 
lofeftion of Playing had fpread lo far, that via- 
Vf an honeft Author has been tempted tacaft 
hunfelf of the Burthen of a whole Third Dayi 
and put the Fortune of a Tears Rhiming on 
'miTi Hfim^ zt^f^at(n%e. 



However, 1 don'c think it a Buliricfi of h much 
tinpottatitc, that thif Welfare of rhe Nation de- 
ptads on*r, of that the C^rriiiiortWealtH of I^et- 
rers might not very well have ftippofted it (elfi 
if Aforrix had turn*d his' Room into Gaming- 
Tables, as foon as his Prcdeteflbr ^ilf departed 
• tot the Fryers, Though I have heard fome young 
Fellows who were juft commencing Wits tcva^ 
firm that *fis as'neceffary for an Author to be 
Drunk at Roufes^ and be known at W//j to gee 
Credit in Covent-Gardtn^ as for a Merchant on 
the Exchange^ to have his Bills pafi with the Gold- 
fmith. *Tis lately, it feems, calfd the Cofee-houfe 
by way of Eminence ; and fincc the misfortune 
or poor W//, no wonder they are afham*d of 
the Fate they brought hirb to, and endeavour to 
link his Name. 

As for News from Suljiex^ a Gentleman, a 
Neghbbur of mine,and a Worlhipfuljuftice'of the 
Peace, has been rambling tovtrards farnajjusy and 
in' his Journey deliver'd himfelf of two Plays j 
he calls one of Vm a Tragedy^ and the other a 
iCcmedy. I have feen 'em both, but which is the 
Tragedy^ and which the C^jwe^/, Imuftconfefs, I 
COU'd not in the leaft diflinguifh. 

If there is in Town any Profefflon that under- 
fedcles to introduce IVit 6r PaJJion into the Houfes, 
I am fure thefe DrathatiCk Pieces will come eafie, 
^ and may be had a Pennyworth, The whole Tro- 
fitsy EpiftUj and Printing not excepted, which I 
know has been the ruin of many a fair Bargain, 
befides feveral handfom Entertainments with 
CDfiimendatbty Vcrfes in abundance, by Per- 
fons of Quality, and more Squires to adorn them 
chiul have appear'd fince the ^tefmotber. 

T t You 
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You will very much oblige my Friend, if ydtt 
can diipofe of this Merchandife, and chough he 
rtlinquifhcs his Pretences to the Third and Sixth 
Days, yet I believe he vrould make a Dcfert of 
his Park, and feftd a Haunch to every one of his 
Aftors, rather than they /hou*d not come on. 

There need not be any difficulty for therefem* 
blance between the Comedy and the Tragedy^ fincc 
fuch things are fo familiar at both Houfes, they 
will not, I am fure, make that an Objection. 

The defign of both the one and the other has 
of late been inverted, and 1 have fcen (bme Ta- 
king Poetsy ( as they call 'em ) \Cho have vciy 
much comforted themfelves with the Mirth of 
the Houfe at one pf thtir moft moving Scenes, 
and in the height of the Buskin 3 nay, who have 
cxtreamly lamented, that their Tragedy and K- 
ftrefs couM not during the whole courfe of its 
A£Hng, extort one Laugh from the infenCWc 
Audience. For they, fancy as a certain Witty La- 
dy faid of a late Diamatick Poem, that a Piay can 
never pleafe, which does not make the Companr 
merry. As on the contrary. What Mortal W 
void of Compalfion, that did not weep as plend- 
fuUy at the firft Trip in the mid*ft of its Fortune, 
as at the Second under the Circumftances of Dam- 
nation. By which we fee *tis not always in 

the Poet's Power to make the Audience mcriy, 
or melancholly vvhen he pleafes, 

tnr// 1 1 . June, 5/r, 

1701. 

Tour bumble SeruMt. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 

Containing -a fhort Account and Cbarailer if 
Spain, &r. 

HAving, dear S|r, acquainted you before 
with my Paffage from Vlymouth to Co- 
runna^ I will ftill endeavour to fatisfie your Cu- 
riofity, by fending you the Obfervations I have 
made on the common Way of Living ac Ma-- 
irii^ a City which tho it be the Epitome of all 
Sjainy yet what pafles for beft there, comes 
(nort of what we account mod ordinary and 
contemptible in London, 

To begin with Generals, I muft acquaint you, 
rhat the Soil here is nothing but Sand and Flint, 
and that if it produces any thing, 'tis rather to 
Ihame the Lazincfs of the Inhabitants, than l<x 
ftew its Fertility. 

The Waters are more Sandy than the Urine 
of one troubled with the Gravel, and as they 
are extreme foft and light, fo are they eafily 
corrupted \ which fervcs for a good excufe to 
us Englijhmenj for drinking nothing but Wine. 
Tho in t^uth even that is here fo Spphifticated; 
that I cannot fay I have tafted one fingle drop 
of true Sfanifi Wine fince I have been at Afc- 
lA'Mf, the Vintners here having an Art to make 
ai third' fojt 'of- Liquor, by mixing iiwitil^la 
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much Water, that the ingenious Author of the 
Vifi(ms^ cf Hell^ aflfigns them no other Quarters' 
than \vith thofc the SfanUrds call JguaJiWy 
Water- Bearers* 

As for River-Waters, I can give no accoum 

of them, here being no other than the River 

Mancanares^ that paflcs by Madrid^ "Vvhich ^ ne- 

verthelefs fcarce any where to be found but in 

the Songs of the Poets. *Tis true , the 

Emperour Ci&jr/^j V. causMa ver^ large aod 

lately Bridge to be built over it, which hayii^ ' 

one day /hewn to an Ambaflador, to know 

what he thought of ir, he was anfvvcr'd, Afei^ 

Tnente o mas aqua ; (Icf^ of the Bridge, or more 

of the Water.) For my part, I believe this good 

Prince cpntente4 himfelf to build the Bridjgc^ 

and left to his Succeflbrs the Care of brings 

ing a River to ir. For to find Water there, one 

muft digg a Well in it. and therefore *tis grown 

into a Proverb, That Efia Puente tfpera el Rk 

cpmp los yudios cl JA^ffias } that is , TbU Bridge 

waitji for the River^ as the Jeivs dp for tk^.Mtf\ 

(ias. 

As fpr the other two Elements, they are here 
altogether fp blended and confounded, that tbp 
Air is nothing but Fire ; and unlefs a Man pv- 
take of the Nature of a ^alamand^ry or a P)t^ 
fius^ he will beftiflcd with drawing bis Bxeatb. 
Nothing allays the intemperature of the A^v^ 
but a certain Wind Call'd Gal/egc, GaJUcis WvA^ 
as mifchievous as the Nation that givei^ in^t 
N2^¥pe J and fo very piercing, that \yhch it blp^ ' 
a iwple in a Cafcmcnt, or a chinck in a Ddbr, 

* IS 
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is fuffitienc to ftrikc a Man into a Palfic j and 
very often from a Neighbouring Brothel , it 
carries the Pox into a Houfe of Piety. Tlierc- 
fore if a Man comes away from Spain with any 
Spice of that Difeafe, he may as well have catch- 
cd it in a Church, as in the Stews. 

From thefe Irregularities proceed two Ca- 
ftoms which I have taken notice of, in the H^^ 
hit and Gate of the Spaniards : For to guard 

themfelves againft the GalUgo^ they go as well 
cloath'd in Summer as in Winter j and at all 
nines have their Jackets quilted, as if they were 
^oing to put on Armour. 

The other Cuftom is, That for fear of excit* 
ing the internal natural Heat by that without, 
they walk with fo much Gravity, that *tis hard 
to determine whether they move or ftand flill. 
Nay, even when they Dance they preferve their 
grave Air to that degree, that theu: Capers are 
more like the Curtcfits of a Carmelite Nun, or 
the Crawling ef a Gbuty Claret-Drinker, than 
the Rifing oiVAbbi 

You will, perhaps, be apt to imagine that they 
corredl here the Defcds of the Air, by the Per- 
fumes ol thofe famous Spanijh TaftiUs. But you 
are miftaken, for at Madrid^ the Vafiilh of the 
bay are nothing but the Ordure of the Night. 
All Madrid \s a Common HmJe-of-Office^ andnQ;^ 
Other Gold-Finder to cleanfe it,b.ut the Sun : And 
if it be true, what fame Philolophers-of old have 
imag^n d, that the Stars fce4 on the Vapours of 
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the Earth, I believe rhey can fare worfc i n no. 
parr of the World than here. 

r 

I fhall now proceed xo tell you what I have 
obferv'd about the Beauty, Temper, and Co&- 
verfation of the fair Sex. * Fis faid, that mdi 
Wo^icn here be flow ihtir Favours frecljr, and 
without intrcatY j ar.d that the nioft rcfcrv'd 
will not be ailgry at being ask'd the Qucftfoa 
'Tisi true, tho they wear neither Veil nor Mask, 
yet are their Faces nVre the more to be feen j 

. for they are fo thick covered with P^nt, that 
'tis not in the Power of Nature to breakthrough 
it. The Old Women take it as a Favour tob<i 
caird Putas ( Whores ) and the Young arc no 
more plcas'd to be accounted McfiomjYMaids) 
than to be fo in reality. This pdin^of Horioiir 
being, it feems, a Token of their wint of Mcf- 
rit and Beauty. In our Country the Ladieswiil 
grant Favours upon Promife of Marriage j but 
here upon the firft Addreflcs a Man makes to a 
Woman, he muft declare his Intentions,' which 
they anfwer accordingly thus j 5/ para marido^ 
»(?, fifara amancebado^ fi , If you are for being a 
Hiisband, I've nothing to fay to you, bur if you 
have a mind to be a GaHant, with all my heart. 

* In the Articles of Marriage, there are Claufcs' 
whereby the Women rcicrve to ihcmfelvcs cer- 
tain Days in the Week, to be wholly at tKcif 
liberty. In fhorr, if they be honeft,! ipuft needs 
f^Y^ they feeni quite ctherwife. Their Con- 
feflofs are very indulgent to that Frailty, and 
eaflty difpenge with them for not keeping Lent, 
fo tM I bey may, I fuppofe, have the more 
ilreft^h to get their livelihood by Sin. But ihofc. 
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Pricfts M^ho excel the reft in point of Sjnritaal 
Wifdoni, believe that the fureft and «eadietf 
way to Heaven, is for them to earn in their 
Youth, by the Sweat of their Bodies, Ten Thou- 
fand Ctowtis for MafTcs to be faid after their 
Deaths^ for their Souls. What the Women here 
call Chafinas (a foi t of Buskins) may rather Dc 
termed Stilts j for they are fb very high, that 
they never pull off their Shooes, but thcjr part 
with one half of their Perfons; and bccautethofe 
Chafinas are enriched with Plates of Gold, or 
Silver, and their Heads bedaub'd with PlaiftcTt 
they refemble the Statue of Nebuchadnezzar tur- 
ned upfide- down. Bawdy-Houfes here, are not 
Publidc Places, as in other Countries, for every 
body has one at home, were there only the Mo- 
ther or the Daughter. And as 'tis a Privilege of 
the Nobility to have an Oven, and a Brothel 
in their own Houfes 3 fo the SpamiarJsj who 
pretend to be all Gentlemen, are very tender o£ 
this Prerogative. ';; 

Having left thofc infamous Places, we fliaH 
pafs on to others, where Sanftity is fo cheap, 
that it fuiSces for a Man to be accounted a good 
Friiar, if he be but an Ignoramus. As to their 
Capacities, there are two forts of Doftors among 
them, fonie of which underfland no Latin at all, 
and others make fhift to guefs at itj and *tis 
a fcnfible Effeft of the Divine Providence, that 
. the Bible was tranllated into their vulgar 
'Pongue y for had it remained in Hebrew and 
Greekj the Spaniards Would have miflaken it fot 
the Alcoran. They never underftand any thfeg 

^ well 
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well) bu« one fingle thing only \ and if Wot 
men were Sciences, there wou*d never be AduU 
try amongO: theai. 

Next to the Ecdefiaftical Order, that of the 
Nobility is the moft innocent: Their greateft 
Vite, *tis true, is Pride; and indeed, they ait 
fo. very htughty, that if they faw a Gentkman 
in their Wives Arms, they would not exchange 
a look with him, for fear of being obliged to 
falutehim. They are faid tabe very revenge- 
ful : Ncverthelefe, their Enmity is not irrecoor 
cilable -^ fince moft of their Enemies are thdi 
Wives Friends. If they have a Quarrel upon 
their lunds, they generally decide ir after a 
Royal manner, that is to fay, with the odd; o£ 
a hundred to one. However *tis faid , that 
in foreign Countries, they maintain the Chora- 
fkcv of Valiant Men 3 but that is, becaufe not 
knowing the Roads which way to fly from dan- 
ger, they are obliged to ftand ftill, and think 
they have fufficiently difcharg'd their Duty,wben 
they fuflFcr themfelves to be beardn in a good 
Pofture. In fliorr, they make a mere fpecubtive 
Science of the Military Art j and think, that to 
be accounted Warlike, 'tis enough, that thdjc 
Anceftors have been fo,and that they poile^ their 
Qualities, by virtue of the famp Title, a$ they 
do their Inheritance. 

Thofc who have a mind to be diverted with 
an aukard Figure upon a fine Horfe, muft come 
to Madrid \ for were it not for the red an^ 
green CroUes on their Cloaks, it were impql^ 
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-icr. 

/\s to the third Eftate, I know no other, ej(- 
Cppt tl^c Jlcahuetes, Pimps , and the Terceros^ 
Broker^ ; every one of which neverthelefe, ac- 
counts himfelf Hidalgo como el Rey^ as good z 
Gentleman a§ the King ? nay, the very Coach- 
men here wear Swords in their Boxes, which 
being; in all other Countries a mark of E)iftin- 
Sion to Nobility and Gentry, here only is a 
p^rt of their Habit, or rather one of their Mqn* 
bprs i for I do not believe that they leave it off 
cvcp when they go to Bed, in Puris Naturali" 

kjiS. 

I will not pretend to give my Judgment up« 
on the Adminiftration of Court Aiiairs y I fhsjX 
only tell you by the by, that if any thing in this 
World may be compared to the Torments rf 
JHIff//, *tis the tedioufnefs of the Minifters of State, 
who repsQT the Attendance of thofe that folii- 
cite them for any thing, with no other fatis£i- 
^ion than what Tantalus enjoy*d. amidft the 
Waters. *Twould be an admirable School for 
Atheyis, to wait for Difpatches upon fome Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State here^ tor being in eternal 
Pain during their endlefs Sollicitacions,they might 
without difficulty, be ^(fterwards brought to be- 
Ueve the never- ceafing Torments of thcdamn*d 
in the other World, 

As for their Oeconomy, an(} Domeftick^ Con- 
cecps, the Fathers take do more caie to educate 
c^r ^hildren^ thap the Children do toHonour 

their 
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their Fathers ; and this, you muft know,becaufe 
they are mere Strangers to one another : Likc^ 
wife, if the Mqthers are curious to prefervc the 
Virginity of their Daughters, 'tis as we cry up 
a choice Commodity, only to enhance its 
price. 

Aiqong thefe great Diforders, there are ^q 
great Virtues. They have an incomparable 
Zeal to plant the Catholick Religion In thofc 
Places where Gold-lylines are found. Thdr 
Wifdom is fo profound in Warlike Entcrprizcs, 
that the Flemings and Italians, under their Domi- 
nion, have much ado to put ihem in Executioiji. 
if Juftice be not duly Adminiftre^ here, 'tis not 
fqr want of Officers, there being more Aliu- 
azils^ Catch-Poles, than of any otfeer fort of 
Inhabitants: But ncverthelefs, all the juftice they 
do, is to live by the Iniquity df their Neijgbbciurs; 
their Defign being not to reform Abul^s, a^id 
redrefs Grievances, but rather to make ^ ad- 
vantage of them. And if every Alguaz.iV'^txt 
to hold a Thief by the Hand, thev would ^e (b 
well matched, that it would not oe poffiWe* tp 
diftingifli one from 'tother. The Badge of H9^-' 
nour thefe Officers of Juftice bear, is a. 5taJF 
caird Vara j which is alfo the Name given ^ 
the Ells in Shops j thereby to intimate, I fug- 
pofe, that Juftice here, is fold by falfe Meafurc, 
as well as Gloth; 

Every Country has fomething wonderfiil h 
it : Iti Sfain I find two things which fecm m 
me pro^^ious^ ^nd which 1 Tjcnow not how tbi 
reconcile. The firft fs,' That cvexy body here 
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bdng us'd to beg, where are thofe that give ? 
Whenever yoii find a Gentleman makes you a 
Compliment, you muft expedl Begging in the 
conclufion. Thai which diftinguifhes Scoun- 
drels from Gentlemen Beggars, is, that thefe 
demand with more Arrogance, and are uoac- 
quainted with returning of Thanks, and think 
tfecy fully repay what is given them, by taking 
the pains to reach out their Hands to receive 
it. 

The fecond, and far greater Wonder is, that 
in fo Chriftian and Catholick a Couniry as Spain 
is faid to be,, there fliould be but two Feftivals 
kept , one of which is The C©we/^,whither there 
is not a Chimney-Sweeper, tho never fo needy, 
but will make a fhift to go j The other is the 
famous Feaft oi Bull- Baitings to which this whole 
Nation runs with greater Eagernefs than the 
Jews to the Vafchal'Lamb. As for theFeaftsof 
Eafier and Chrlfimas^ they are kept here only 
iipon Courtefie and at Difcretion, it being law- 
ful to work on them, as on any other Worky- 
day of the year. 

You Wits wiJI be curious to know the reach 
of thofe of Spain : And if you think that a Per- 
Ion unconcern d in this matter can be able to 
judge of iti I will acquaint you, that the gene* 
ral opinion here is, that the Spaniards who have 
xnoft Wit, have no Soul j and xhof who have 
the ieaft of the firft, make ufe of their Superior 
parti to eratifiethe Interiour, and of their Rea* 
lpn» to fatisfie their Appetite. They have no 
Memory but to remember Injuries ^ no Under- 

{landing 
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vrichput Treachery. If a Spaniard Ms^ *tis. ra- 
ther CO grarifie his Covetoufnefs, than out of a- 
ny iObcaience ro the commands of the Church, 
It he pardons Injuries, 'cis for fear of being b<at 
in oiFering to revenge them. If he does good, 
'tis in order to receive fome ^ and if he .praj!| 
to God, 'tis not fo miich to askPardoii ifor hs 
Faults,as to have an opportunity to commit noit. 

If I fhould fay chat there 'were fio -Tbievei in 
Sfahh I fhould have fome reafon for't, efpedat 
]y if I were taken Vighc^ and that is, as thiere was 
formerly no Adulcery id Sfarta^ beoiufe all coih 
jun^ons were ailow*d. Here all is goo4 Fifli. 
ihat comes to Nct^ iind every one declam 
bis Neighbour his Enemy, that he may have a 
right to pillage him: And if God Almifjiaf 
fav*d the bad Thief, a$ weU asthe good j I &cft 
believe but chat the Spaniards ztt in a fitr Way to 
Salvation, .if anyone in 5^i>i ihould affinflt 
that he had neither a Whote, nor Thief p{ his 
Race • he woiild be jsjreleorly caken for a Stran- 
ger, and cali'd Gn-'jacho. : . I remember a^ Feliow 
herb thac had the Impudence to cell bis Mather 
lb. * What!' Rafcalj qqoch fht^ have -you the'In- 
folencd'tocall in qdeftion your Par<!nts.?:Jtefli- 
tution In dafeof Robbery they never dream «oEi 
becaufe believing themfelves ail ddfcendedtfioa 
Kings, they imagine they may Jawfiilly ofiuf 
fometim^s^ or elfe, becaule that things-are alwap 
foU here three times more than they arc woro; 
they thinks if chey fteal two parts, and^payiior 
one, chere is a fafficient<BalIance i>etween Biiytf 
and Seller. 

Ibave 
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^ I have heard fevetal devout Sermons hq^ty but 
obcone that inveigh'd againft Incontinence: 
Por fear, fay the Pricfts, that it fhould raife a 
[Commotion among the People ; who being obli- 
ged CO believe it no mortal Sin,wouId then think, 
bacGod was not forwarder to pardon them for it, 
lan they were to commit it 3 as they common- 
^ believe. When the Maids hear the foolifli 
irgins in the Gofpel preached againft, they 
relently imagine they h^ve that Title given 
tern, bccaufe they were Virgins, and that they 
crc defervedly condemn*d for being fo. *Tis 
uc, here are but few Magicians and Conjurers, 
le reafon, I fuppofe, being> that the Devil was 
\o cunning to truft a Sfaniard^ either upon his 
^h, or his Bond, Alfo he could not be ig- 
orant, that in Sfdn Perjury i$ only puni(h*d 
p a Mul£t of 1^ Reals^ which being once paid, 
ic CHicers are CavalUros Hcnr^Joj as before. 

Amidft^o many Examples of human Infirm 1- 
% it were very ftrange if there fliould not bt 
>und one juff 5 and as among the Apoftks there 
'as one Judas^ fo it is probable, that &mong 
> many Judas s there may be oneApoftle. The 
jrfons that are commonly pitch a upon in 
lis Country for Saints, are, for the moft partj 
crfecutors, as St. Paul j Renouncers of God , 
8 St. Piter y Ufurers, as St. Matthew ^ of frail 
l^omcn, as Mary Magdalen -y or elfe Murtherers 
re G|fnoniz*d, a St. WilUafni Magicians, as 
r* Cyfrian j Or Tiil-birds, as the goop Thief* In 

word, there is hot oncof rh^ni Lut has been 
3nVened« No John Baptifts am ^n^ i jk m, that 

V were 
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were fan^jfy'd in their Mother's Wombs; bc- 
CAufe they were generally tainted before they 
are born. 

Now becaufc I have touch'd at the exccflive 
Prizes of Things here by the by, Iwill give you 
a Lift of ibme of them in particular. You muft 
know then, that Water is fo dear, that it cofts 
more to wafli a Chamber, than would ferve to 
make four Porters drunk with Brandy, at Lm- 
dotj. Wine here is cheap enough, and all SO: 
briety depends upon Parcimony. Water and 
Soupe would be the fame thing here, if it were 
not for the Ice that diftinguifhes it,, which is 
fold at a deiircr rate at Mcidr'ul^ than either Chri- 
ilal. or Ttw/rf Glafs. 

Expert neither good wild nor tame Fowl, 
in a place where an Egg cofts more than a 
Capon is worth. Venifon you muft not expeS 
neither,becaufe all the Beafts here ar6 Domcftick- 
For Fift, they fcarce know the Name, and of- 
ten miftake Poor Jack, for a Pike. 

You'l perhaps expeft I fhould fay fomething 
concerning the SpawJI) Tongue, before I con- 
clude : But the little latisfadtion I have received 
hereof things in general, has in a manner fo 
far difgufted me ^gainft the Language, that I 
have had no manner of inclination toiookinto^ 
it. \Vhat I have obferv'd is, That the Verbs al- 
w^ays require the D^fweCafe, which is the only 
Liberality I Have ever remark'd among ^e Na- 
tion. Theyhaveno Phrafeto return Thaiiksi 
ail their Gratitude cohfifting in Bifo las manos. 

Thus; 
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Thus, Sir, I have prefum'd to trouble you 
with fuch an account o( Spain as I could haltiiy 
put together i yet which if it fhoud havc the 
jCNod fortune to prove any ways diverting, ei - 
her to you, or your Friends, let^ me but know 
rbur Commands, and you may exptft more, 
lere being fufficicnt matter in every Province, , 
lay almoft in ever Street, tofurni/h gut twenty 
L^ettefs of this kind : But preluming upon yo jr 
pardon, for my long Epiftle, I fhail at preferit 
conclude, • 

J)ear SiVy 

Tour moft jiffeStionatey 

Humble Servant 
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LETTER I. 

Captain Ayloffc to Mr. 



Honefi Dicky 

npHat Mariana (hould at fir ft rtjc^l ypur VoWS; 
i is no ways furprSzTng to me j aMd tharthe 
f]3() id alter her mind too, is not irtpoIfiWe, an- 
kfs ^icr Heart is prepolFeft in favour of fome o- 
thc?r Swain. The commencements of Love are 
alik^• in all Perfoih j but the feveral Hufnoufsin 
Men, make *cm tJ&e fuch differing Methods in 
ddclaring ir. No fwo Gamcfters ever play a fet 
iir Chtfs alike j yet botH play what they think 
hdt Women arc obliged by their Sex (as we 
have ma<1e it ) to fuftain tHe Charge, and not 
to give ir, which is an Impofition 1 utterly de- 
claim againft j for by this means we rob tkc f^ 
Sex of thegreateftPlt'afureof Life, and increafc 
iftnr myn Mifcry. Since 'wc c^nndt hinder 'cm 
fremLoVjiltg, whyfliould weinjoyn -em Silrncc? 
The raging FIan)e6 of our Inclination ore aot 
like thofe of a tandle, which go out of them- 
felves if they have not vent j this irafttiatcrial 
Fire is more a6live and devouring for being con- 
fin'd y and though thefe Pafl{6[ns be never foim- 
pit jous, ytt 'tis my Opinion,ijbey are conceived 
the firft inftant fuch Parties tneet; and if not 
then, they are never to be kindled by anyfubfe* 
qucnr Endeavours. Alas! we. cannot like, or 
ii loath at Will j there is forqething in our owii 

Soul 
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SouIj which too violently oppofes fuch unrca- 
fonable Attempts: Not but that Convcrfation 
may improve the growing Kindnefs ^ and 
Time fliew us Charms in their Mind, which 
were not tobe difccrn'd by tlie common Opticks. 
We know not at firft what it^ is, and when we 
have difcover'd the Power of Capid^s Dart, wc 
are almoft undone. I fear you may look upon 
this as a Heterodox Opinion in Matters of [.ove; 
buc had I more kifure, and more room, I would 
engage to convince you of its Verity. 
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LETTER 11. 

Thejamrto the fame. 



WEII, Dic%^ you have a deffgn then to ruin 
me, or make me give my felf the^Lyc 
fome time or other, when we are together / for 
if- this Letter is ever fcen by your Sifter, God 
knows what may be the Event : For fome Wo- 
nien are Jiks, others arefooiifl), yet all d-figning 
It bottom } and flie that now appears fo mighty 
joy^ and Nice, may peradventure do it only to 
nake you the more eager. 

Faintly j^ flruggles to avoid a Kifs^ 

Only to make us fonder of the Blifs : 

But if the baffled Swain^ f enhance giv$ ore^ 

SbOl foorlyfuefor what jhe /corn 4 hefort. 

• • \ U 4 ' • Womca 
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LETTER m. 

The fame to Melanifla, 

Tm unkind Melanifla, 

I Was not a Iktie concerned at your unldnd pro- 
ceeding la{^ Night ; nay, I am fur?, you would 
have repented your Cruelty, if you could fee 
what tormenting Thoughts it has occafion'd iifi me 
crer fince. But why Aould I defire to examine a 
Heart wherein I may po(fibly find only the fain- 
ter Embers of an expiring AfFedion ? perhapi 
txxhing but Infidelity ? Well, I confefs I ftand in^ 
debted to you for this Myftery, and perceire i| 
was an a£t of Charity, ( as you though^ ) to con- 
ceal from me the littlenefs of your Love, or the 
coldnefs of your indifference } for too fudden'a 
'diicovery of either, might have had fuch fatal 
Confequences, as your oWd £elf ( how unkind 
(bever you reiblv'd to be) would not willingly 
fliould happeh. Why^ were you not this intein- 
fible Creature the firft Minute I faw you, my. 
Heart had then regulated its Motions by yours, 
and I had not been undone ? But you kindly re« 
ceiv'd my firft Addrefles, and gave me leave, no( 
only to love you, but to tell you fo too : Now 
you have blotfvn the kindling Flame into a ra« 
pid, and all-confuming Fire, you run from it, as 
if you fear'd it might make fome Impreifion on 
your Heart. The increafe of my Paffion has og- 
p&OTi^ 9 Wane tivyours \ and becaufeyomknow 
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I can't poflibly love you more, you think yon 
may llQt loye me at %\\. Thcfe are killing Re- 
jBcftions, ( cruel MeUniJfa ) yet I can't forbar 
-em i fince not to tbink upon your Unkindneisi 
were to forget how much I lov'd you, and to 
how little purpofe I have a thoufand times re- 
newed thofe folemn Vows of being inviolably, 
and eternally Thine. 
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LETTER IV. 

the fame to the fame. 

Lovtlj M^Ianifla, 

Iihould willingly confefs my fclf in the wrong, 
but fuch an Afi^ion would beanli.jiiry to my 
Love J and where citiicr my Ttnd^mcfs, or 
ifideliry ?re concern'd, I can nor, wii; not rcceed; 
ray, I were unworthy of your Airtdlion, if I 
pflfci'd at any thing th^c might fctm to kfltn my 
own, How readily your Iclf propos'd an eternal 
Separation ? And by one cruel Refolution would 
have dafli'd the ]^s of an ini iolablc Paifion, 
>vhich otherwife could not have concluded but 
with ihe.extreameft Aioment of nsy Life 2 How 
Could you exhibit fo dv^fperate a Rtrmedy, to fo 
W^earing a Malady ; or how could you think it 
pG^ible for me to take it ? lam fo nice in thefe 
Points^ that it wouTd be much more intolerable 
10 i»e robe fufpefiled of a Crime, than to fee 
y^u .actually commit one. I am more jealcus of 
Vf ^11 Heart than of yours, and could fooper 
I ' pardon 
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don you an Infidelity, than that you fhould think 
tnc capable of one—^— But the Confcioufncfs of 
my own Integrity and Paflion (hail conftitute that 
Felicity you fccm not very folicitous of My 
Love is fo dear to me, that I fliould oiFend it, if 
i let you doubt of its Violence, or Verity. But 
how can you doubt of it, when, hotwithftand- 
ingall your Injuftice, and all your Unkindnels, 
I continue dill to adore you with the fame Fer« 
vcncy as ever. 
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LITTER V. 

The fame to the fame. 

Unjufi Melaniffaj 

HA D I forefeen your Indifference, or that 
coldnels at leaft, wherewith you Love, my 
Heart, alas ! had not been left yours : For my 
Paflion ows its Birth not more to your Beauty, 
than a violent neceffity of Inclination, I could not 
withftand the Dear, the powerful Flames, and 
though I havefuffcr'd all the Torments, and Mi- 
feries, of an uiihappy Lover, yet I cannot repent 
of my Paffion. No, it is charming to me, for 
your fake, and I hug the Chain, b^aufe it was 
of your Impoiing. How great would my Feli- 
city be, if with a reciprocal Ardour you crown*d 
my Love ; Since, alas, I am not without fome 
Itotisfaiftion how crupUy foevcr vou triumph over 
toe? Oh, (infcnfible Creature) affure your fclr, 
thzt Indifference i$ more prejudicial to the Perfon 

^ that 
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that Aews it, than thofc againft whom it is do« 
lign*d. Qut you kfiow not now to Love, I wcnUI 
not change the TrBnfportsof my Paflion forthe 
lazy Tranqqilllty of your Hcan. The Soiri on 
jR^el no Joys but thofe of Love, and the exoeb 
of the Paflion, determines the excefsof the PIgi> 
fure. True Love is impetuous, eager in its De^ 
iSres, and violent in its Poileflions; and can never 
be judg*d of advantageoufly^ but by its ra^ 
irregularity. There is no moderation eitherin 
its Joy, or Grief, equally furious when crowned, 
as ^hen difappointed j and as jealous as it is ten- 
der. Alasf not one of thefc convincing Symp* 
coms appear in you, and it is or^ put of Chart- 
ty to the violence of my Paflion that yqq would 
leem to make it fome fort Qf Return. Oh/ 
Love has too many Eyei to be long impos'd upon, 
and knows too well the nature of its own len^ 
der Motions to be deluded by a fiSirious f JftOKv 
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LETT PR VL 

The fcmt tfi a Friend i . . 

WAS it not an unpardonabtle Error in ibl 
Ancients, to feign Ct^U ekhcr A Boy, 
or the Son of Vtmi ? The celerity of hk Pio|^ 
(ion, when once a pleafing Object has wounded 
d tender Heart, argues more the Vigour ^ ^ 
d<tult Peribn, than the infirmer Wawrigc flf it 
blind G)ild } and we fee frcquebtly ( norva fit 
d!*ays) that th^ Pleafqreg. ^ hirlong'^rcfi»4 

WotJic?! 
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Mother, prove her rather a fatal Parricide than 
lb indulgent Parent. The greateft Favours ^hil- 
'n-can confer, owe the nwft of their Joys and 
rrai^poris to the Affeftlon of the Perfon who 
Tceivts 'cm ; and were there not an unaccouni- 
tble Charm in Variety: we Oiould hardly be a)n- 
)ant, tho' Women were as true as they could be 
<ind. If anything dcftroys Love, it is Friiicion j 
Defpair does not determine our diOike of the 
Objeft ; but the defire of fucceeding foine where 
invites us to difconiinuc thcfruittefs ExpeAations, 
and bafB'd Hopes, and ufc the fame Endeavours 
JO be happy in fome other place. Not, but if 
Men would ingenuoufly declare (he Tiut\ ihcy, 
moft of 'em, would confefs that they wifli'dthey 
had met with the compliance of the latter.in the 
PcifonOf the former,prcfuppofing that they reaU 
ly iov'd ; for there is no Account to be made of 
tnoic iranfient Inclinations, which expire almoft 
as foon as concciv'd, and never fubfift longer 
rfian the Nymph is prefent. If the rigours of 
our Cuiloms had not impos'd fofcvere Lawson 
the fair Sex, wc fliould not always be fo unfor^ 
lunate in our Amours, or fo frequently Ship- 
wracktin Matrimony. But, Sir, fmcethe Wo. 
man muft be content, when her too cautious and 
covetous Parents command , no wonder that 
Marriage is a Mifecy, by fo much the more in* 
.tolerable, as it is for Life. Some People haVe 
hod DO longer time to Icam each others Humoun 
«kl Difpolitiont than the Taylor had to make 
their Cloaths^ and when at the Altar, ban 
Tafw*d Love, Honour, and Obedience 10 on* 
At^ were the leaft acquainted with of the whole 
Coagtcgaciofl ; and koew no mo^ of each 
other 
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Cher, than that their Parents had agreed togechcn . 
What Harmony can you expeft when there ia[4 
but one String in Tune ? Had Women the liber- 1 
ty equally with us of declaring their Affe^omi | 
It would facilitate feme People's Felicity, and 
prevent others a vain and tedious, nay, expeih 
hve Counfliip. This you are as fenuble of, as 
that I am. 

Sir, your moft obliged SeruMU 



LETTER VIL 

The fame to the Charming Aurelia* 

TH E Influences of your conquering Eyes 
have been fo fatal, that Lovers are now be- 
come no Novelties to you, each hour informs 
you of more than one Victory, and you look 
no where bur at the expence of a Heart. Why 
fhould this fort of Sacrifice olfend my jiurelis, 
when Importunity pleafcs even Heaven it fclf ? 
If you will not regard my Pitfion, pkty at kaft 
my Pain, The Severity of the Law was never 
extended fo far, but the moft notorious Cnmt 
nals were altow'd to figh upon the moft defcrved 
Rack : And fince Love has made me foferib' 
much more than I can exprefs, though imk tbaii 
you merit J forgive AmtHa^ forgave the itob^ 
fumption or this Dediration. *Tis feme S^i^ 
fadion to me, that you know my.LbVe, vburik 
would be a gceaicr, if j^tfd bdiiV'd Jts'Viatanci:^ 

Mtrkiai 
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4mrelis*s Kindnefs alone muft, or can rcthcAy 
bote intolerable Pangs her own Beamies caufe. 
That loving a Perfon fo divinely Fiir, fUould oc- 
:afion fo much Mifcry to a faithful Heart, is what 
[. can*t comprehend, though I too fatally expe- 
rienc'd it. Acccrpt the pious Incenfe of yout 
adoring Slave, then your Goodnefs will be little 
inf^riour 10 your Charms, though both of *cm 
ate to the SiDCcricy and Paflioin wherewith I am 
inviolably yours. 






LETTER VIIL 

The fame to the fame. 

Dearefi Delight cf my bleeding Heart. 

TH E Torments of Untertain ty are more in- 
fupportable for the time than thofc of Dif- 
dain. VVhaifotver you refolv'd fliould be my 
inevitable Fate, it would have alleviated its Hor- 
rors, 10 have been pronounc'd by yourinchanting 
Lips. Is it then poifible, cruel Aweliay that there 
fliuuld be fo little Mercy where there is fo much 
Beauty, and that you (hould be in every thing 
Divine ; but your Heart, when you flioula chief- 
ly be fo } Well, I fee, that he who loves, muft 
prepare to fuifer, and that Courage and Patience 
are as neceifary Ingredients in a Lovcr, as Ten* 
dcrnefs and Fidelity. Do the Miicries of your 
Adorers add any thit^g to the Luftre of yodr 
Triumph ? If not, why are you more tranipiGir* 
(ed with the ttorrors of their Defpatr, intd the 
.'i height 
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heiglit of their Mifciy, than foUkirous oF ma- 
king thetnhappjr? That Beauty fliould thus de- 
light ia Hood, and the brighteftof die fidr Sex, 
fmile tb fee a tender faithful Lover gafping at 
her Feet ; is lefi natural than Ice in jtme^ and 
Thunder in ynMarj. But if my anguifli can 
advance your Felicity, 1 am ready to undergo 
vttj diifigi my deareft AwnlU /hall inflid j and 
woidd lenrmv very heart out, if it could flirink 
at any pain that would procure you one eafie 
moment My Obedience fhallfhew my Love, 
dio at the expence of my Life 3 and I dare be 
wretch^ to expreis how inviolably I am, 

Twrs. 



LETTER IX. 

the fame to the fame. 

Charming Aurelia, 

TO have yielded, even at fii ft fight, was more 
an Argument of the mighty Power 0" 
jiurelias Charms, than of bafenefs and dmidiiv 
in her adoring Vaflal. If the violence of a ten- 
der Paflion, which defpair it felf cannot IcQen, 
can meet with nothing but difdain, Hearen 
has no Juftice, or no Power. Yet cho youf 
mortal Hatred were equal to my fiddhfiilLofe, 
I would not alter my Affeftion. You tnjufe 
your ielf while you qucftion my PaflioDi and 
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me if you queftion my Integrity, i&h ! could 
40r^i0 f^ thefc gaping Wounds, her ^jfes have 
Inade in iStr^/^Ws Heart, cruel as yoii^vc, you 
could not longer doubt tbe faciil Xri^. My 
Martyrdom fpcaks my, l^oye, . ^d yiwr very 
Scqrn is kk infupportable than your xmokirg 
JL but diflcmble. Nothing ever ingia^^jdl my 
"^oughts till I faw ^tbe charming ^Mfj&| ^d 
ibothing now can difpofl^is her of a^^UUucc 
Empire over my SquI. When I conyc|U^.v^ith 
others, *twas without AJflSduity or Gohi^quence, 
aod Iprefcrv'd my Lil>cny in 4 cjww^of ^^^V 
ones. As yet I repent not that iVe loft ii j nor 
will I wholly defpair, tho you aflur'cf me there 
was no hopes. Since you were at the pain$ 
to write me that News, I hope in time you may 
come to change your Style. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER X. 

The fame t» Mr. .... 



SIR,' ' '^ 

.rTpO Anfwpr yqur laft Queftion, ^ I muft pro- 
•;.X ppfe' aiiotfif:ri which is this j fince.th(;rc 
.fcnoUiixg.tmo:- pleatng or lurprizing^.thisin 
'Bftoty.jBiore.diycnirc; jh^oVV. .ndfliQrit.d)?- 
:fto»)|i!t tbm Goldi w^nc;c prog^cos ii^^at m^o- 
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r.y eel br*:ed voting Ladies have reapt no other 
Fruit ri a *( m. than.t*:e vpiner hopes dt being 
Gn a' wr V til A'arr/d a: leafi ? Nay, have hbr 
gui(h'd und r il.at tedious rxptftation, rill 30 
Years had put a fatal Period to the Luftre of 
tbtir Carms; yet daring fo confidembk a 
(pace o^ time as they were Marriageable, they 
never mtt with one tolerably Advantageous of- 
, • fer ? This misfortune has not only befallen thofc 
whofe Bwauty alone was their Patrimony, but 
it has not ftldom too attended Women of. great 
Eftates i tho fonie of them are patient of 
^ the bitter ReficSion, have taken off the ffaame* 
fill Reproach of being Old Maids, by a moft in- 
congruous ( not to fey fcandaloUs ) Marriage. 
Nobl: men have Wedded their ^'enial Servants, 
and Co LintelTcs little better, than their Footmen. 
Some love r-o body but themftlves, and othen 
love every bodv but their own Wives. Tlicre 
is a hidden Spring that gives a Motion n all fub- 
lunary T> in^s : what it is we can't compre-^ 
hend. Provide nc:: it maybe, but Chance it can-* 
not poflibly be ' fis too regular not to be or- 
dered, tho how we cannot tell: Some Marry 
whom once they had an \verfion toj and others 
ajain hate in a little time thofe thev many'd 
only for Love. Wnjt ihouid, partly, be always, 
and fom times u tht bjnd of Atte6iion, proves 
as often its Didolution. 

Since th/^1 neither Beauty, \^it, ntor Wealdi, 
can get r>K- Women Husbaftds, you oughi 
not 10 wo J.r w V toe Negative of either hai 
met with h*p^y Aiatchcs. There is one ^i^ 

Quid 
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ditd, 6r everlafting Reafon for all our Aftions, 
That Strephan Ihould have imposed upon ^ttre- 
lidt% crcduiicv, and with a fcign'd Patlion in(i- 
nuaced himfelf into her Favour, (I will not fav, 
fie has created a real one in the lovely Maid, 
tho *tis not impolBble,) has nothing in it that 
aflx>niflies me. For as he loves no body in 
Truth, he rtiight much more eafily cflfeft this. 
6ut, believe me , he had found it very difEcu'ftr^ 
ta hyave fucceeded in this pretended Amour,' 
had he at the fame time had a real, violent Af- 
■fedlion to conceal ; For fome words or a6tion§ 
before we are aware, often will drop forth, and 
bertay the counterfeited Flaifte. No Man ever 
lov'd but he fhew'd it j and if his Friends doe 
not find out the Perfon as well as the Palfion, 
'tis becaufe they do not often fee *em together. 
Some Men I have kown, who htve endeavoured 
to be in Love, and could never etfeft it j they 
fiavehnmed after a Miftre^s, and could never 
find a Chain they could put on , they are ne- 
ceiiitated to be free 3 for amongft all they con- 
verfe with, fliey meet with none they can love. 



Adieu, 
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LETTER Xi. 

The fame^ to the cruel Amarantha. 



THat you /hould reproach mc thus *vith In- 
cohftancy ! I think Injufticc j tho that I 
have chang'd 1 proteft is true. Her Beauty vin- 
dicates the Aftion, but perhaps fhe is left In- 
humane too. Were it not an unheard of piece 
of Madncft irt me, to have perfifted in my Ado- 
ration, to an inexorable Divinity ; when witH 
fewer Sacrifices, and kls Incenfe, I could obtain 
the fame Bleflirig from another ? That you had 
vafter Empiresr to difpofc of , Til readily allowj 
but whar was that to your humble Suppliant 
who could never obtain the leaft corifiderabfe 
Employment under you ? We nevef pray but 
Mhen we want f >mcthing ; and if ve are de- 
vout enough to return Thanks for the kind Col- 
lation of one benefit, 'tis out of hopes of more. 
Fear firft taught man to carry Oblations to the 
angry Gods, and if they had not equally appre- 
hended their Difpkafure, and ftood in need of 

their Mercy, their Altars had hem without Smoai^ 
4ind their Priefis without Employmtnt. In the Crowd 

of your Adorers, too unkind Amarantha^ you 
took no notice of me j the mounting Clouds of 
various Inccnfc, hindred you from diftingui/h- 
Ing my piouf Hands that olicr d their part. I 

went 
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nt toalcfs frequented Temple, and met with 
) felicity I had fo long pray'd for, in vain, at 
urs. What can oblige me to an eternal O 
iience, nay even a Vaffalage to a Prince, 
10 is fo far from protefting me, that he per- 
utes me, and invidiouflv forbids me to accept 
that happin't:fs from another's Hands, wbich 
obftinately rpfufc§ me from his own? I 
aid have been conftant in my Love , but not 
defpair j that part of PaJive Obedience I can- 
t digeft. Too f : v.re a ufage damp'd the Lov- 
Y of more than one Kingdom j and he that 
ghr have continued an Lmpcrour at home, is 
w a Mendicant abroad. You might have had 
aithfui Subji-dt in me.if you had not tvranni- 
] y arid by the continuance of your Cruelty, 
^en me a fatal Alfurance, that there was no* 
ing to be got from you but Frowi s I am 
ppy enough at prcfcik, and peradventure 
Lght have been m jch more fo, if you had 
med. And this I think Triumph enough 
: you, to compenCite thelofs of a Lovei:, you 
eemed not enough, iince you crea^efl (vibn fo 
rbarottily. 
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The fame to Mr. 



On the Vanity of Intrigues. 



Sir 



Y 



YOu muft pardon my Vanity, if I am not 
a little pleased that my Letter gave y<ni a- 
n> Satisfadion ^ not that I have fo much as to 
imagine it merited that advantageous Chara- 
Gttx voa were fo indulgent as to give of it. In- 
deed I could not well expcft left from a Ptrfon 
of your Civility, nor more from the kvadtt 
Friend. As for the reft, I can fay brut Utile: I 
am forry it is foj yet dare nntbe ccrniinj that 
ifany kinder Stars had cverfavoury me with 
an Intrigue wonh relating, I fhould npt have 
augmented the Number of thofe ungenerous 
Men, I fo much abhor at prefent. I confefi it 
is no Virtue to be Innocent, when there is no 
Temptation to Sin : and perhaps I owe all 
mine to a certain intenfibility of Temper, and 
not to choice. I can faft ly fay, that fince I^writ 
Wan, I,;ipvcr lov'd two days together j nor was 
ever a Woman fo dear to rrte, but for one kift 
m')rc than flie allowed, J/hould have facrific'd 
her to the noxt I Viiited. After fome Conver- 
fation, I found, I will not fay (a Defe£i jnthem) 

■ ■ hut 
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but a d-fappoinimcnt to me, wMch made me 
endeavour ro find that farisfaftion in the whole 
Sex, which I had fo long and fo vainly fought 
in the Individuals. Not that I would juftifie this 
Levity at all. byt it was a povverfjl Lyafs of 
Nature,w' ich fccured myTranquility by the fre- 
quency of my Change \ and the fhort lived ncfs 
of v(\y Love. You your ft If, Sir, are not un- 
feniible that we court them only for our own 
ends J and were there not a probability of fi^c- 
ceeding, we fhould foon give ovtrthc trouble- 
fom purfuit. Fow^ver, wiih all our precau- 
tions, *tis we for ihe generality that are made 
the Properties. Some, • ( know, have boaiK d of 
their happy Triumphs over Virgin Modefty, 
and would not be convinced of the contrary, 
fill the one found his Miftrtfs in three N onths 
deliverM of a fine Child, and the ochtrin twicp 
a? Jriany <fays was forc*d to confefs his Maiden- 
Head was a C — *p. There is a fecret fatisfa- 
ftion in divulging a Favour of this nature j but 
its origin is nothing but Vanity and Self Con- 
ceit. It feems an injury to our merit to con- 
ceal its Power ; and if ^e did not proclaim 
'em, others would not know bur Conqucfls: 
Tho to a confidcring Man there s not much 
to brag of, in the having met with a Woman 
who yielded to his SoUicitations, his Pai^ion, 
his Perfeverancc, and his 'Prefentsj nay, per- 
chance, befidcs all thefe, had an Eye to the gra- 
rifying one oth.r humour more, I fball forbear 
to fet down. 

The Worl<^ is fo full of Ce^fure,theMen of vain 
GlQry, the Wqmcn pf Malice ami Ciirioiity, 

<'•. '• •■ '^ ' ' X 4 • •' ' ■ that 
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that no Intrigue can be long manag'din priva- 
cy J and the C^allant has hardly received two con- 
fid rable Favours from his Miftrtfs, but ievciv 
body knows it. A AdBuntfcrd^ a Goodman^ and 
a G -tfiw, have diftinguifti'd three Women of 
'Quality ; and they were as well known by thofc 
iVkn, as by the Names of their Husbands. Thofe 
things will be fo fometimes. jidieu. 
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LETTER XIIL 

7he fame to Mr. to ^ijfuade him from 

' Marriage. 

Honefi Dick, 

I Have not only heard of, but born a part in 
fome of your Frolicksj yet never obfcrv'd o- 
.ny fo extravagant^ as gave me reafon to appre- 
hend yoa would ever befo mad to iarrj. Sure, 
.th? Devil is in Thee or Her, for without Fafci- 
nation, this miracle could not be wrought. To 
be very fick of Love,is no wonder, but Jiat can't 
laft long: the raging Feaverrauftpafj orkilliyoar 
Fate is lo jn determined j a few days brings irto 
ic; Crilis> and is it not better dying quietly in 
your own Jheet,than in a whining Wivc's Arms ? 
Yoacjn n^ver live in Charity with her ten days 
togerhir, unlcft you area ftrifteiCbriflian than 
1 ukc yjd lob^ or thii^k poiiiblc for one qf niije- 
ti.ento bu. FxpvrLnc^-._d-ar bought Lxpcrience, 
has convinc'd you, that the diilrcnce betWecrf 
Women eonillts moreia our capricious Humours 
V and 
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and the Senfe of variety, than any lotrinflc 
Goodnefe. The Novtlry may pleafe, 'tis true, 
but after the firft Night's Enjoyment, a Wife i« 
etcrnallv the fame ; the Ruin ofyour Eftaie,and 
thedifqaiet ofvoar bt^d. If (he live threeyears 
with you, fte'l fpend more than her Fortune in 
Cloaths alone ; »bftra£ting from all thofe vaft 
and unavoidable txpcnccrs that attend a maiTiej 
Life. If Oie bring vou anv Children, th^fe are 
fo many frefli additions to your Misfortune!, 
creating Torm'.ms if ihi.v live, andOri^f if they 
Die. Which '/chySim.Dic*. h^sb en foblacfc 
initfelf, orfont-'iious in i:sCircjniihinC'.s; fo 
frequently repeat d, or fjlontr unrepentedof.as 
to defcrve fo heavy, fj kfiing a ^uniftlnlent ? 
You that codld never a Love a Woman above 
^ Week, and chang'd your Viilri^flcs fafter thaij 
they did their Lodgings; how, alas I do you 
think it poifible for you not to be mifrrablc 
under this Confinement? As aFriend, Iforwarn 
you, and aflure vou, that you would give five 
times her tftatc within the Year, to be at liber- 
ty again. Alas! Dick, this is not a humour 
that Ten Guineas will Bail vou out of; butwhat 
is the greateft mifchief, 'twill hft' all your Life, 
The knowing that we cm't alt^rr our condition, 
is, 1 believe, a more feniiblp Attliflion, than all 
theathcrstha'.m.'':e it anxious to us. 

A Husband is the- mo:t intipid Character of all 
Mankind, ht-ver pi -ating, i^ndasftldompleafd. 
Tormentrd in bi^ iWrtPcrfon, and more feei- 
in;^l7in that nf his - hildren, who are coniinu- 
allj' whi;3tandbraiLn by the Wife, to bereven- 

fed of his uhMndnt fs. or to provoke his Anger, 
e fobcr once in thy Life, and renounce the 
; ; * Thought 
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AfieSionsi and the moft perfe^ Beauty that evei 
sidam*d a Female Face, never alone infur*d the 
Fidelity of any Man, againft the Allurements of 
Variety. The fatisfaaion thofe tender Conh 
merces afford, are never long-liv'd, and tetiathfiig 
fucceeds to a fated Defire : a few years, or a fit <m 
Sickne(s> deftroysail thofe Gharnis , and if tbey 
arc notcropt in their Bloom, they quickly fade 
of theinfelves j and flie whom Pride l^cpt chaft at 
icvcnteen, if not marry 'd, will be contemned at 
thirty. You have tyM up your hands, Dhk^ and 
by a fpontaneous Aft, renoanc d thaft d^rar Free- 
dom we Batchclors may fometimes indulge our 
(elves. *Tis the mifery of our Condidon, to 
fbnd in need of Phylick, but to make it our Food 
Js a Folly that wants an Epithet. Farnvel 



LETTER XV. 

Aftrita to Celadon- Upon the Drawhg Cuts 
in the Pity who Jhould write frft. 

IF Oracl- s wwe now extant, I would confute 
diem, to kriiow what Fortune defigns, by ihru- 
fting me into an affair of this kind: Whether my 
lot brings Life of Death, I Icnow not:" 1 6wnd»e 
hazard which t run is great j 'tis much the (ame 
as if a Novice at Fencing, fliduW driaw upon a • 
Ms&RX of the Science. However, I amrefolv'd 
not to make the fipkle Goddefs fo much as one 
ftort Prayer to ^ift |ne. Nfo, X\\ ^bufe rather 
to he at your Mercy, than hers : The reafon is. I 
Jttvc known her Me andfoblift jarid I fanfie yoii - 
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of another Species, acIeaR till you give Ine Rea* 
(on to alter my Opinion. Well then, what /hall 
i fay to you ? Why, what can I fay to a Man al- 
together unknown to me, a Man who willftanJL 
eir fally hf the general Opinion we have cf Aiankind} 

Now the Sentiments we have of Men in general 
are very loofe ^ but I am unwilling to entertain 
fiich of you i your late Deportment rais'd you 
^ove the common level in my Thoughts : Thif 
IS all 1 can fay in your Commendation, till E 
know you bttrer, iox random CompIiQenrs 
ought to be delpis'd by Men of Senfe. .Pray ob^ 
fcrve the fame Method when you write, to me, 
for I am not fo much a Woman as to love to 
be flatter'd. Adieu. 



« 
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LETTER XVI. 

Celadon to Aftr^a. 

Extraordinary Bleffings are never merited,but 
freely givenj nor can they come by chance j 
Fortune therefore fliall be .quite left out of my 
Thankfgiving for the double Favoiir Tve been 
oblig'd with your Letter,- and leave to anfwer it^ 
Nutwirhftanding, Ifind my fclf in this high de« 
grce of Fc licit V, I can't help being ajpprehenfivc 
ihat your f .duigcnce may prove ratal to mc^ 
Shojid you icvc.re|y judge my Letters, iixflcrc**- 
fori fliail J I av^-tJ boait^if by Vm 1 loofe that IharC 
of yjur good Graces you was pleased in MCiino^ 
|fty to ^ivc 10 a Stranger, be^re he bad diir > 

vci*d 
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VcrM enough of his Folly, to fliew he did not dc- 
fcrve it. Entertainments of this dull kind, arc 
Plagues ingenious People never fail to draw up- 
on themfelvcsj and they find the fame difadvan- 
tage in (hewing their Wit.as young Matter docs 
in fliewing his Money. The needy will certainly 
borrow,tho they're (ure they can never pay^d 
will imagine, thofe who have fo much thactb^v 
muft fliew it, know no better ufe pn*t. Juft-i) 
it fares with thofe diat carry more Wit iboiu 
'em than they can hid&^ ^we that have none fbaSl 
be fure to intrude upon their Converfation, in 
hopes of advancing our own Charafters, with- 
out ever confidering (for we can*t make the c& 
our own) that to be always (looping, muft needs 
be a very uneafie pofturc. So fond am 1 ftill of 
keeping up to my out-of-Fafhion Way of Mai&- 
Deaiingwith you, and to encourageyou tob^ 
lieve that in every thing, tho never (o much to 
my own diladvantage, I (hall always treat you 
with Truth and Sincerity, I have ventar*d, by 
writing, to undeceive you, rather than to (at 
fer you to continue any longer in afalfe Opiru: 
on of me 3 tho, I dare fay, I might have ipar*d 
my pains j for without hieing indufirious to let 
you into the fecret, fo piercing a Judgment ^ 
yours, could have eafily feen to the bottom (tf 
me. I do'nt know what ails me, but I yirritc 
With an awe upon me, as if I was fubmirtingmf 
feif to the CenfureoffomecuriOusCritick^wit^- 
o jc any hopes of Succefs. . By yoiix next, I ihw 
g nfs at my doom, if you Wnteas mudi of your 
txiuyd as I have done, 

Jnm 7. 1700. 
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LETTER XVIL 

Celadon to Afiraa. 

3C THat meafure you*l take of my Manners, 
V by the ill Nature of my wifli, muft be 
loIly fubmittcd toyour Judgment,^y?r«rtfj but 
)uld to Heaven you were to feel.for one hour, 
!tormenr of mvSoul/orthewant of your com-. 
nyj that little time, Tm confident, would give 
a a fuflScier t Senfe of the lingring Death I fuf- 
■ by if, to ingagc your Pity for my Rclicf,if not 
ur Love, which only can aflwage and calm the 
ins that thus diftraft me. I endure too much 
irment to be filent, and methinks have endur d 
ig enough to liave my Complaints heard with 
tience. I love you j I doat on you j my paC- 
n makes me mad when I am with you, and dc- 
!rate when I am from you. Sure of all miferies 
»ve is to me the moft intolerable j it haunts me 
my lleep y perplexes me when waking j nor 
there a Remedy in Art fo powerful to remove 
Anguifh J nothing but thofe bewitching 
larms which gave the wound can be its corey 
then I am not odious to. your Eyes: if yon 
ve Charily enough to value the well-being of 
Wan, who holds you dearer than you can do' 
e thing vou moft are fond of, by that dear en- 
•d Cti 6t of your Love, I here conjure yoa 
ytheduiradH J? Fa:-gs of mine,and givefomc, 
ite to the fevtrcft Difquietsthat ever touched mir 

Bread* 



J35 Letters of . , 

. Breaft. I would obey you if I could ^ but when 
you bid me lay afide my Paflion, give me leave 
to write, I find it is impoflible. What opinion 
haveyou of my Condudt^that malces.you ftillop- 
y pofe an Application to you, which never was,or 
/ball be Criminal ? Can you imagine I will im- 
portune you to grant mi a FavoUr io your own 
Prejudice? No — Heaven knows my Heart: I 
would rather endiire eternal Torment, than bo 
the occafion of a moment's Difquiet to that dear 
lovely Breaft, whofe ^pofe I infinitely prefer lo 
my own farisfaftion/ Nay, fo much I value you 
above my felf, or any other Confideration what- 
(bever, that were it in my power to add to your 
Happinefe, as much as it is in yours to advaiice 
mine, Td make no ftruple of Sacrificing both 
Reputation and Fortune to your fervice. 1*11 ne- 
ver befievethat you deal fincerely with me,or that 
you think I have otiegood Quality about me,fo 
long as you remain indifferent. When I can per- 
ceive Impreffions upon you, or the.leaft (ignsof 
Love, ril be perfuaded to believe I haveCharms, 
and that I am Mafter of thofe Excellencies, of 
which you have been the firft Difcovercr. If you 
could look upon yoar felf with thelame Eyes that 
I do, you* d be convinced, that in my laft I had no 
defign to rally you,but that thro* the whole there 
was an Air of Sincerity. Your mind is like your 
Eye, it plainly fees every thing elfe, .. but wants a 
fight of itfelf Confidcr but your felf, ypvi'l find 
that Y()arh,Beauty, Wit,and good Humourt make 
their conftant Refidence with you, with a thou- 
land other Charms which have engag*d* the heart 

6fCiladon. 
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^rie4 to Cfil*dp^4, T 

I ihall itot condemii ydur woh^ fmce it brings 
J. fo light a Curfe along with it, compard 
nvicb what I now feel, I^ j^ve ^t the T ot>i H« 
ache •* Now will I leave it to any indifferent Pei:« 
fon to decide, wbofe pain is greatcft. TbOd-> 
lands can V judge of mine who have felt it,* bufi 
fc^rcc one in ten thonfyid everireally felt what 
yoojpretend to^land 'tis as natural for your Set to 
write and make Love, as 'tis t^r ^ours tq titf 
caught by your flattering Baits. But Icume t<U 
tbofe too credulous Nymphs, they'll quickly find 
Choie Ages of Love which tbty etpea^ redqc*!! 
to fome few days, when once their Lovers^ U<tVtf 
teoch'd the height of their defires. This I taiie 
to be the general maxim of your ^^-^^ I can-K 
Imagine what you mean by this way of Proceed^ 
ing : it is as contrary to my defign of convert- 
fing with yoQ, and as difterent front what i^€ 
firft agr^a upon,as fmuggling is from the whole^ 
Ibme uw of the station. You conjure ide by 

what I am molt fondoflF Iain fond of no« 

thing upon Earth i therefore if you fail to at^ 
tain^ blame your ill-chdice in the Cbarnl. lanl 
not Fool^ enough to believe you are anac(|aain^ 
ted with yott own Perfedions, tho your liiodefty 
ferbids your owning it ; bst if yoit wer<i 1 

y finift 
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mult beg your pardon, I never mean to buy your 
Gonver&tionacthePriceofmy Repofe, that is 
1)e7oad the Law of God or Msft. ihtlf^^CtU" 
don^ as (incere as any Man upon the fame fubjeft 
can be to me, and in return I promife, if I 
would barter ^1 my fotdre eafe add quiet for 
any Man, Cel^n fbould command Jfir^ ; bat 
I am certain f ftall never be brought to change 
real Plealures for imaginary ones. If it is poffi* 
Ue for you iq contiiuieoor Correfpoadeoce ac- 
cording to the firit delign, (on my lide I meap) 
I flull ;}CCoanc my lelf the happieli! Woman an 
Earth in year Ac^intaiKC ^ hut if you fife 
the TarM of Love to grow up and choaik the 
igood Seed of. Fr lead ftnp, \htkacxoxm, doM 
tdK Oof),and ftx^ the edbing-fiviU Weamftde- 
£ft wrtdag.* for i a«i weary of ;tbts oopleafast 
Sut^ed, >v^'ith the Prefajc;e of fioaertty. if yonV 
be ingenious and own k ftaiilery^ cheD'you ftiU 
be anfwer'd in Specie ; bfit' tbeie brjnal Prcoa- 
fiorts from a Manof ^our Senfe^ wooU not fae 
beliar'd by any •- and I'm c^stain djd 1 ^encline 
to love you, ^Q <z)aid no fnonentsm it,il»n 
youwodd^igea ftranger with your Eftate, 
did be want it. Therefore, pray^ AencqMi 
vmni^, and 4ed fiwly with, 

JSTRJEJ. 



LiT- 



w'l. 



M, 
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L E T T E R Xljr. 

Ceiadon to Jfiradi 

DNmask ^nd deal freely with ^rM / with 
all my ^eart ^ as fpon as Ine pleafes i 
4. Hast no Mask about me but my CJoaths ^ 
f|fi4 tbpfe 111 quit at aqy time^to be more at liber- 

fr for a fair Mdies Service. I accept youf 
hjllifi^g^ and tiow you find me a Man of 
(>PQ!Dr, { hope you woq t be afraid of engag- 
ing • I Know (h? odds are againft me, but I 
r?ther t)c bravely beaten , than defpis'd 
a Cpward. You ^re the molt barbarous 
atvir; I ^yer met with^ to boall: that you dc-- 
It 10 perfecution ^ and can laUgh at the cru^i 
(ties you exerdfe upon Mankind ; as if ifH 
were bor^ to be tormented, for no other jnir** 
poCb bo^jfdur (Ji^^rCoa: Good Gods! wbaC 
Raillery IS it to equal the Tooth^achto thtf 
Pains of unfucceisfull Love ) there^s xp mord 
comparifon, than there is betwixt the oiting of 
H Flea, and the tickling of an Incifion- knife t 
did you ^qt give me any hopes of pleafure at 
th? ^nd of this pain -, could I bbt have a profl 
ped oiCMsum from this WildetnefsI'dl paf- 
fihg thro^ } or forefee a Carnival after this tedi-^ 
ous Lent ; I would patiently bear my Pennance^ 
nay oould be fond of the fateague that leads to 
fb plealant an End ** but when you tell me f m 

T i only 
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only to cxped my Service for my Reward, i^ 
Fm fore to treat me with aa imaginary blifs, 
inftead of a real one 1 have in view \ 'tis lea- 
viug a Cloud in my Arms, infteM of the Juno 
I wifh to embrace. As moch as 1 can fU per- 
fecuce you, and always entertain yon upon a 
Subieft you dqn't like, FU fo teaze yon with 
impertinent Letters, and more impertinent vi- 
lies, rU bring yod to fucb a feufe of being forced 
to endure what you dont like; that atlaft 
youMl be glad by obliging your Lx)ver with one 
favour, to purcbafe another of eafe to yoor 
felf. Be generous,therefore, and furrender whilft 
you may have honourable Cooditions, rather 
obltinately hold out till you are reduc'd taex- 
tremitv^ for then you mull; exped no quarter. I 
won't run the hazard of an aflfault, bepaofe Pfli 
fure to have better fuccefs if I condnnetiieSeigr. 
You fee Tm bent upon mifchief ; confult, and 
you']] find 'tis your interelb to prevent it % thus 
you may fecure both your Friend and your 
Lover, 



CELADON. 



Saturday 
ftfifeven. 



Towr Tar don J Madam^for mt vnitifig foon^^ 
and for wrhin^ in Jo nmcb hafii 099* 
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LETTER XX. 

Hetdehn to JpM: 

r 

^TOnfcfij^^tfty dear .i^4f^ now yoii know mc 
\^ lH;tcer9 that you have had rcafonto alv r 

ybnr opinion^ th^t Jh^ that has nt uould have all 
ow Sex can jrive. Never judge by curfory views 
9nd fpecious appearances ag^^o^ bue dive .into 
the meritsof the. Cauie^ before you give ypur 
Sentence. 'T|s not enough to ))ear a Man's cha- 
yader fromhimrelfz We.all lie^ Madam', nor 
IS it ibfficienc to be let int:6 ttie fecrets of his 
liSs^ to give us a tru^ light into his Heart -, Forin 
i.and outfidc are no more proofs of a Man's be- 
ing a Man of Parts, than the fine Japan of a Ci* 
binet is, that the Jewels are good that aVe 
ia it. 

Let mc conlidcr— ^: have i anything to 

thank your for ? No, I thinK not: if i have 
'tis lb little, that 'tiS not worth while to pay 
tin the fcore's larger, fll chalk on therefore , 
if yoQ pleafe, and Ice how the Tick will encreafe 
by to morrow morning. Impaif: my ^igor^ but 
I had forgot the Uf^qucbau^h ^ that was an item 
worth the reniernbring. On myConfcicnce j and 
would, as I told you, if I had not had a world 
of Love and Vcrtue anouc mc, have been i cer- 
, tain Preface. tban enfuingDeomch ; but I have 
). been lately . made fenfiole, that even the frag- 
ments of loV^ exceed, all thoff that art* milcal- 

Y J led 
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ied the truefi delights if the^ Bottk. CeUubn 
refolves to renounce the Follies of Wine, and 
begs to be admitted to a Feaft of Love^ 
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I 

JfifdM to Celdi^n, 

fl 

A ^^ ^^ opinion / No^ fll ftick as faft tb 
,^[\ it;as Martyrs to their Religion : I did el- 
peS: by this time to find you altre^d, bat feeiAg 

SouVe fiill on the fame ilrain, I tndy reaJoM'^ 
ly fuppofe you are yet in the ftate of ]gri6- 
ranee, which ybfk wilfully embrace, fath^ th;^ 
be converted by the wholfotne council of your 
Friends, tho I have put you in the way^ Wtfl, 
CtUdon^ if you ever find caufc to repent this 
obftinacy of yours, blame your felf for it. Cbh- 
fidcr before you engage any farther : for fljouW 
you flatter me into a belief you lovM mie, iuid I 
did not you muft e'en take vvhat follows ^ If I 
you have my heart, you will certainly nayc 
all the train of impertinent follies that ufeaUy 
pttend a Woman's love : and which ibake a 
Man fludy niorc how to quit, than ever he di4 
to obtain — -^ — As, whether go yon t l^hert 
have you beenl x^hen vriU you come ^mn^ Vfbo^s 
that JLady you ogled at the Pliy^ fley Im^l ^ 
dof?t love me- — — ^ And a thouldiid things tticfrti 
of this nature, which in a little time rcndeir % 
Miltr^fs 9s (irefotw gs 9 Wife p |^ of Sebfe, 



■ 

Thefe are common calamities^but now one i/7ord 
by the by : bow would Celadon like Rivals ? for 
you roulc expeSatboofand f if lam fitch a Pcr- 
fon as I deicrib'd to you ) tbo not one of 'em 
upon your tcriw ir Tb?y , (hftll^bpuig prefervati- 
yes for Lifcj aritf yoti fdf jiiove ; "now I cannot 
pretend to Table a lover.^ wj^fe • ftomach won't 
agree with this Diet; TffinK 6n tms, and change 
your quarters whilft you mijy : the Devil's in 
3fdu Rate, if tliifii 'AdiKe^^ifiho^t^et 
from, ■ ■ ' '•' •■'= ■ ■ /''- . ^. 
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Celadm to AfifM^.'- >:• 

.1. -V :'«_■ ^^ 
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I Da fed thfe ' Fower ttf Lwe^ i/^^r»r, ' * ^ naif^ 
it's Tyranny. in ear neft : Ti? ippoflibWto 
ape infefjfible;fr6m fuch Ghjrrift* as yonrs j 
^d irttpoilible to c6^ni*tfttt ibfchr '<i ■ fmm • «s 
taiine, ffaveharf J'^vt wr fhtrArh»$-attnfclTt, 
and if iitoa^n^tSoW^ frfp charttiiflr^^ the del%fi*s 
of Enjoyment wtfl bfe toAr tjtijAfitt to be bota. 
Kill me thdn tifet wiiy : ' 1%!' n,e^^ complain df * 
your Severity ■ unliift flglrf ^^nA munnttr* aite 
complaints. But if I furvive your killing hmlnefs^ 
ril VOW to be -rcvcftg'd, and love you for ever :, 
my conltancy Iball be a burden to you ^ dare but 
to believe and you'll engage me to beuaalterably 
yours, and only yours. 



CtLADOIi. 
¥4 LET- 
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A^.Conntnr'Caratcs pr^ch better ot|iet 
men's Works, partly out of IdlenefL bot 
wit^ morg r^garj^ i nope to a greater benent <^ 
th Parifby than they could prefnme to hop? 
&fiji3i their own ^Jb I have tranicribM a LetMr 
out '>f the Book you lent "^nie, lot your lake as 
weilas my ffiMb: ?ris aij cja^ Copy of my 

' T nights, but a. thoufand times more bapfHly 
cxprelt, than . if it^Bad been iay own, a^^ 

^ better b^ ar being ferv'd up again and agaiii^thaii 
4^e,fineft Entertaimpc^t I couidjiayc ^ ^^ 

you*. " i , ; ! . ■,■ r'f: • . '' "^ 

•^ Tho I dbijiji.dcferve an Abfwpr^ibr this, \ 
;hope you'll bq generoufly plcasJd to give m^ one, 
for I would have thought the l^e ^ pup whenl 
Wea4 ^his I could not be reconciled to any Laqi* 
]^^uag6 of my own,^ pay, I ei^dcavpujr^c) (o write 
'|n other words, but thcfc were gpi: ipto fflJF 
^>)^ad ao4 wppld ^e at my Pen's, enjl in' fpit:e of 
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TDlenefs isa$Lt[\^./qna)itjr id a.Lbyer » ipji 
jL Clergy- man, ^nd pitgtit to bcireated alike ; 
jhi Parfon fliould Iplo ^s Tithe V|^ flje Lqviec 
his Miftrirs, foreyeiy |V^ inuft ftand orfaU b|F 
h^ own workav^tid.fiflce we have got Lovt and 
Hiliiion in pjie^ale. Pray, let; Cct^dm takecarc 
chat truth and Siocerjty baUaocf in the otheiv 
1 am (brry to find yon gnilty of wha6^9P Teem* 
ed to condemn in another ; you have rewarded 
my lending of the Book as unjuftly , ( and 
made ais ill ufe of the favour ) as the Gentle- 
man to whom you gave fandnary did your 
friendfliip, IJqjv« X^ CeUd^in^ confider if I 
pusht not t9 i>e.ari||:y after his' afl^&ing the 
wnolfome food^ of Plaihtfealing, he Ihould of- 
fer me the fragments "of Flattery from the 
iTable of another. Turn the Cafe and let it 
be your own .* Did you not conceive a fecret 
pleafure, when you cut the Lady's Gown for 
hafie , in being (he firft Ihe ever favour'd ? 
May, the Gods were wont to be appe^s'd with 
'idhe fii^ fruits of the Earth, which Ihews the 
£rft of every thing is the moft acceptable, tho 
^fver lo mean. But you of all nunkind have 
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the leaft excufe for what yoo have done ^ yoo 
can never urant words to drefi yonr thoaghts ^ 
Learning, Wit, and Eloquence are yoar infe* 
parable Companions ; therefore borrowing is as 
unpardonable in yon as in a Miia% Vou oogbc 
rather to enrich the Publick, than encroach 
upon it. Thus fir by way oi Advice : Now , 
I defire yod to delift Applications, for I can't 
bear fo groft an impofitionr on my Sence. I 
muft claftti ^ Priviledge to ofe my Reafon in 
Love as in Religion ; and I muilt tell you tbe^fk 
not oioe Wdrd in thatLetfler codd be ip^Y^ p 
toe, nodiore'thaii the virtiae of Working JRiut- 
tlesto th^R^qaesofaModemdatinci Oittfif 
Jfore I ihall never be brought to believe ^jft; 
tXmt (Hv but I have gjten yorf timely AOtiiDei 
hxt if after this you will j^lay the too!, 'tht Mtie 
ofmyftnlt; my Gooi&ieiRt .will be dear and 
Ibfarewdt, >, .. 



P. $• / fear I pudlgo tdtbe PUy. J^ 
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Ci^ to Jfkf^ 

IN ii«t) of ctlinloii^' tiM PerfiM^ - wlioft F4te 
^iw byfortim«^^d(^lntt to rftdiA-ViMtf inger- 
fii«w» Utter ^ «»MT«in ifiitdiMirecliafnft ihni 

j^t good Aacnrt allom idit ilvw ' yd^Uaintafi«t, 
•who wiDiOglv-^t 91) f^tt^ority or MeiU tb 

ftbfofmtr Mmf&f% thacilaS « flitth bettef tt- 
•tie 10 tht Gom]^liin«t)tt Ae U plitasM to ofMte 
■ il ftrAttgtir ) And v«oo]d iaw yda )»ft eAot^h 

toyoAr ftlf eoMievt, Khatff 3r«#ar« mi€t- 

pible Of obiiglAg 4)iAi CO ictmoty^ ttitnutif 

' «Mllr Seic ffilift detllne all jjitf initOiMi If his 

iHriy Iti t^frtf be Idnget tlftiif be i^ropos^dy l 

Relieve fhdtlgeaee-foi' tlttAmcid- iMi%»a^i$h 

/^detdins hitfi «rith «iOfe pten]W€f ihati fe Pi0i- 

^•dfrfofiMi o^vrtiidi heifill eofrtirttfe yoa by il 

Very tpbtAi de^nofet *«d pcrbajpsMriih an tirf- 

'«xpefted ftOM iif Lot< it hii- RtituVft tb'tHe 

Ch&rmiug j^)^*^ ^hofe Witaftrne b« wrouglit 
& Aloft poWeirfol talue foryoii iHthe hcarC^df 

tjje Unfotttue cWWf, : > ;.: :> 
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LETTER. XXVL 

J/hdM to Ceidibti. 

IE I ever was letning to the folly of Low, 
CtUdtm has cored me.tiSe&oally ; therefore, 
pray beftovir your mritudf^ on CMoe : I oe're 
<$xpeded a rietum lor any &Tour I beftow'd. 
No—— Mankiod is a fort of hom-bbok, which 
I can lay by rotie; there needs no ftodytafiod 
yop falfe, and not one Art in Nature to make 
yon true. Your whole Sex is fcarcely worttf 
the tronble I have given nsy feif abont yoQ, 
and now I dare boldly fay, I know Mr. ^.-— r. 
I had the curiofity to fee if a man of fence could 
be gnilty of the fame errors the co(|Knon ftgmp 
of Men are ;. and now I anr convinced that 
there's no more difference in the honour of 
Mankind, relating to oar Sex, than there is 
between the King and Beggar in the Gtvft. 
I wonder CeUdon (hould own anObli^^tion to 
a Perfon he did not think worth yifiong when 
in Town \ one who compar'd with his Charm- 
ing Chloe^ ieems fo worthle(s, .ttji^t he igannot 
choole but curfe himfelf i^t; growing *awaf 
three minutes in writing to her . Perhaps yoQ 
did it out of Charity, imagining my Conditi- 
on defperate. Faith, CeUdon^ I am jolb as i 
was, fat and merry ^ I (ball not faft and weep, 
t^ut f$aft and laiigh, which I think the proper- 
' '• /• eft 
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Lave dffd GdUdnny. . jj^ 

eft ingredient to (drive out aO tliob|hts of an 

vngratefbl LoTcr. Chloe was very unkind to yoo 

in not daring to ftand by what (he writ : I 

imagin'd a Lady arniM wkli the lieart of Ce- 

Udw^ durft to have met! a poor alnndon^d 

Wretch defencelefs and alone. I aniwerM to 

the Coffee- honfe^ as yon direded, refolving 

not to ballc your vanity: But upon fecond 

thoughts I find the Lady has found out your 

relifh, (he does not thinlL me worth feeing. I 

am content, I am not over curious to fee her, 

becaufe I am not her Rival : And I don't doubt 

but ihe knows where to find me, if (he has a 

mind to fee one, whom Celadon jpoHUlpm:t from 

bis eyes to have tn his arms^ whofe Converfation hi 

could not lofe mdlive^ Oh ! Celadon^ for (hame, 

give over this Trade of lying, or on my Con- 
teience youll forjget to fpeak truth even in 
your prayers. The Friend that died in your 
Arms, was, I fuppofe, miraculoufly railed to life 
again and oiUy fuffer'd a fmali Metamorphofis : 

The fuppos'd Mr. proves to be tne real 

Chloey lor the Devil of fuch Perfon died at £4- 
ton^ to ihy knowledge. Had illnefs detained you 
from your Journey, your Chambers, or Sifter^s 
had been the propiereft place of Refidence for 
you ^ but I am convinced yon are a ftran^er 
to both. I commend youfConduft • You are in- 
deed conftant for a time, and *tis unreafonable 
for any Woman to deGre fi Man Ibould be {o 
any longer than : 'tis in his nature. I wUh Chbe 
sxiay as freely leave you, as 1 do^ that yon may 
purfue firefli Conquefts, for if I can goefs4it the 
inclination of Mr.- ■ ■ > Nothing can obl^e 
him more, i fliaU iay nqthiog of your expoling 

me 
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me to ?w MHtrefi, fiqcf yon I|S(t« 49I1$ im 
■ pi«ec PJ ftf ifV6 Ijy it, ana U^h% iw npr^ 
to pvl it W t)^e powfr of vf fm tp^bqjfl qi 
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BETTER. XXVIt 

I 

ft 

C^Aw to Jfr44* 

I'M coQcern't} the clurmin^ ^fir*4 U iq ad 
Error which, 1 am of opioiPQ, is tbc only 
one fh9 waa tvtrgml^qf^afn^iftdkin^Chleit 
hand for CU*^% ^WL^ ftfAdan, belicr^ |>e 
floerits that hoaoor ypa tf^ hardly tp aQpir 
him, for he Ba*Pf ?odp8Tppr»4^ PXPQW > 
/?r<M, hot only Kltew'd Cjlt&if lioiw grw her m- 
foTtnne was, i^ having a I^iral, wbo£f ftqce 
alone deioeff t)«r f II hopes (p g^iq ^qv placf |a 
a heart fo pQPPtrfidly prepo/fej| v|rk]) p ipnclt 
more agrseaUf Id(». I mnA; cop^fi {194 bp iji- 
lue littiiB eppn^ fpr ^}<»i^lf, to ib^r pe 
tp fliare bH A^l^p^ with yo?, gqp4 mpuc 
AoDld induce yo9 to l^cy blqi, 1»9<^ |^ 4<K> 
■ndoabtrdly, in the c^qge, re(;qrf 4 ysj^ 
nent [|r«8ter {h|n your ^ighell: fLefentniqio 
could intend Nffl i a^ (bo«kl he MMS l<ii 
reaioQ cq fOliertain ^a fi)vp9ra|)lp i(hgng|ii( « 
Be for ibnw iqoncQiBs, |( w^vUi ofl|y te^^ jkim 
|o diftiflgaiib y^ipr cbarms frpm m f^Piei^ ip 
increase, if pppif ,. ^ pi^f lor 790, H« 

fteDH 
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(flHmrarfricMaod coQfiis*d at ymt Awobm 
dfiii ftAAA is only doe to me } bat I mm 
gn^rooJljr dedine ay Pretcniions to a more 
mmtks CoD^ueror, and propofc too ^reat aa 
iidtantage in the wktj and obliging Jfir^ul^ 
Acquaintance, u^t to ifvifli with impatience for 
tfce bappy oppertiinity of payisig myRefpefts 
frii^e my belt incUnttion is already on the 
Wing.. I leaireit to yon, Madam, to appoioi 
fi Place ^here I may be capable to fliew yoo 
the juft Conqsicit: yon have gained over your 
sntuvmn bumbic Serttfit. 

CHLOE, 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
* Afirs^ to QhUie. 

AS foon as I received ChU^t ingeidona Let« 
cer« mch Ctl§dmf% dire^^on where to 
iui&tm tt, \ WM impatiene to (be my beante* 
ff» Rival* fti^al^ dU 1 <ay ? No ^^-^ J re^ 
.awaoe ^« name ia eaetafie of Joy at the hare 
ji^ipretonfipn ^ oor groving Friendlbip. tf 
^lifo be bat what flie pretends, eafie in the 
aibfeoseiof hinr Charming Lnyer, IHftrengtheo 
jber ^efokitiM by afiUriiig her 1 i»ve an io^ 
4^twPi for the wbok Sex: Nay^ rilproire 

It, ttaffe^ JMD Afifi wG||«b jMnrjcare^ faotif^iir 

lainoaa 
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koous Love has shoe poyfbn iota her Btoi^ 
and fixe CtU4Mt%laiaa there, he shall Teian 
QodiftoiVd. anJ^ to {deafe my fair Friend, nl 
talk of nothmg elfe bat CeUJm. Your . goo- 
foos offer to quit yonr Pretfenfions to hiia, 
whether it proceeds fromtnte Generofity. or 
a Sinner's Gontempt of this World at the boar 
of Death ("when yon can en|6y it no longer) 
is the fame to me ; and to sheir you 1 (com 
to beoot-done in that point, bring him aioii^ 
with you^ and you shatt fee with what fereoi- 
tv of mind ill refign him into the Arms of 
the incomparable Chloc. 
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LETTER XXIJt. , 
Mn Ch. V to CeUJof^, 



S J R^ 

I Accidentally meeting with a fianter od i 
Gentlewoman in B -/rcrf , who, I fap- 

pofe, is known* to you by the name of jifinu^ 
the intereft I pretend to bsve in her, command* 
ed your name, which fbrfome time she made 
a fecret of^ and fince I find yon ufe her fo free- 
ly as to make your Miftrefs write to her, I 
may reafonably fappofe you ha?e been precty 
familiar with her. Now as yoar Tanity Jias es- 
pos'd her to your Cbbc^ I hope you'll hare 1^ 

floaff 
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ifdnr enodgh \o let me know liow far I am 
^bas'd by one, whofe fence I did imagine would 
have preiehr'd her vertue, or, at leaft, made 
a better choice. If you are a Gentleman you'll 
give me f^tisfadion e're you leave the Town, 
elfe I shall find you at your returii. Tou'H meet 
tnth me at herhoufe, if not, leave. a Note at 
JTomS Cofiee-houfe in Risffhl-fireet f6r Charlei 
Vfiihh 



LETTER XXXI. 
Celadon^s Anfwer to Mr. Ch V ^: 

I Have juft now received a Letter from you 
that has relation to a Lady I have the ho- 
nour to call jifir(za. You pretend to be a Hus- 
band or a happy Lover •, which ever you are 
I envy you, and wonder = that one of yonr in- 
tcreft in her should be fo much under the Ty- 
ranny of a jealous . Temper, as to believe her 
Vertue or Conduflt should be any way inferi- 
6ar to the reft of the good Qualities she is 
Miftrefs of. I'm not asham'd to admire her, 
bot never obtained any favour from her, to 
her shame or your dishonour* This I fpeak 
not out of fear I butforljer Juftification, whofe; 
^iet I prefer to my own. Tm forry yours did| 

t n;oc 
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not come to my haads before I left the Town! 
I shall be fore to keep yonr iovitatioii) and 
midcavour to kifs your hand in O&okr^ wbcH 
you shaU have what fatisfaCkion you pkafe : I 
shall be glad to fee that envyVi happy Afen for 
whofe ikkfi I have beea refosU 

3^b the i6tiu 
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Celadon to Jfiraa. 

I Wrote to jiftraa laft Pofl: in pain .* I n64 
write in the greateft confiifion, and fenfe of 
my in manners, for not kiffing your hands be- 
fore I left the Town- and feveral worfc Treat-i 
mcnts to ^ Woman who indeed deferyesthe 
bell ufage, puts me under the fevereft cbnyi- 
aioh. If a Penance of fourteen weeks in an un- 
fbciable Country, where love has no being<^ but 
in my Breafl:, can -itone for fourteen days Traaf- 
greflSon, 1 may hops at the end of my Pilgrl- 
tnagc to be abfolv'd, and rellorM to the favour 
tof her I adore. I prcfume upon nothing but 
iny Penance, which will be indeed a hard one ; 
and if afiy thing befides good Works be neri- 
toriotS) fure Sufferings are. Imagine me bani- 
ih'd, defervedly condemned to a Defart, where 
nothifig Conyerfible is to bfe found. Womcn^ 
iiere are none .* no finilh'd ones I mean ; fome 
unlickt creatures, which feem to be of thai 
Species wander up and down, and are fo awk- 
wardly idnpcent, their Virtue is not worth cor- 
tuptiiig« Can yob fancy me in Ach a place 
where the Men too are all drunken Monfters ^ 
and n6t tity my condition ^ which is truly 

Z i #f etcb'd 
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wretched? The only comfort of my lifeliiave 
abus'd, and made my beft Friend my Enemy j I 
1 dare not look up to her for Pardon j No ! 
J have affronted her beyond forgivencft; nor 
ought (he to voiichfafe the leafl: kind inflnence^ 
or (hew any (ign of good Nature orRemorfe to a 
thing that has not only Ihaken hands with Civi- 
lity and Good-manners, but deferted even the 
common principles of Gratitude and Humanity^ 
Oh ! I appear fo horrid to my felf, and bear 
fuch a load of (hame about me, that if ever I 
fhould have leave to fee your Face again , I 
don't believe I (hould have the confidence to 
approach you. Good Gods ! when I reflefl: upon 
my felf, I'm mad, and have no better Plea 
than Lunacy. There was no reafon formyfooli(h 
Carriage. 

' Thus far I wrote. Madam, when a Letter in 
nature of a Challenge fubfcribM Ch. V. came 
to my hands by thePoft, direftedfor me atChel' 
fe)\ and inclos'd by my Sifter. I am forry I am 
at fuch a diftance from your Friend : Were I 
nearer, he (hould find me ready to give him Sa- 
tisfaftion, for I (hould be glad of an opportunity 
to expiate my faults to you by my Blood* You 
could not have oblig d me more than by employ- 
ing the hand of a Gentleman in your Service ; 
tho of the crimes he feems to accufe me, I am 
innocent; I have neither expos'd you, nor been 
falfe ; >but that's more than he needs know^ 
'tis enough that he knows I can with as little Pa- 
tience bear a Rival as he can ; and when I come 
to Town, I (hall endeavour to find him out at 
Ton?s GofFee-houfe, whether I have fent him an 
Anfwer to his Letter this Poll:. 

Whilft 
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Wkilft lam here, I beg youM write to me, 
ho it pc but to chide ; a knowledge of your re- 
bntment will add to my Penauce ; and Heaven 
;nows ray Heart, I don't wi(h for a moment's 
a(c, now 1 know that . AfirM prefers ano- 
her to 



CELADON. 
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LETTER , XXXIII. -^ 

CeUdon to J(ir^a. 

Moderate your Reproaches, I befcccb you. 
Madam, and let me implore your Pity 
Q my defence j Mercy becomes thofe beft, who 
re beyond meafurc offended. Should. I offer to 
uftifie my felf, you'd have reafon tct'>be fevere 
n my Punilhfr.ent, but when 1 thr'^* my felf 
t your feet, and with a true contritidn repent 
f my Folly, you can no more think me wotth 
our Averfion than your Love. Defpife me- 
le indifferent •, do any thing but hate me, be-, 
aufe that would be thinking as I do, for 1 hate 
ny felf. You have fet my fhame in fo true a 
ight, and made me fo fenfible of ray bafenefs. 
Inhere I ought to haye paid my mofB fincerc re- 
gards , that tb? hatred pf piy felf is grown 

Z 3 hearty 
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hearty and inveterate, beyond apoflSbility of 

being reconcil'd ^ The Wit too^which you havf 

Ihewn in my cxcufe, ferves but to aggravate my 

Crime ^ ic heightens the Fault, and makes tb^ 

ill-nature more apparent. You have ftmck mf 

with fuch horror that 1 dare not be alone for 

fear my felf (hould appear to me ; that very 

ugly felf yon defcribe, and jprovoke me to do 

what I can never repent ot I caiA endure tq | 

think *, every Refledibn IsaDagger flb my heart -^ 

intthinksf I carry the mark of a Villain fo 

plain in my forehead, t^t every body that fees 

xne may difcern it 9 1 blufli as much when I look a 

Woman in the face, as a young Girl does when 

jirft (he has loft her Maidenhead. I believe tte 

beginnings of all manner of Guilt ha^e the (ame 

appearances , and 'tis a certain fign of young 

sinners, to be afhamM of what they have done ^ 

tho the newnels of the thing makes me but the 

more inexculable. Why (hould I begin to pra- 

difc upon my belt Friendsf And like toe ISnakein 

the Fable fling her that had in mere compaflion 

received me into her Bofom ? But the PUmJealer 

tells us 'twill always tje fo : None can betray us 

but thofewe truft. Had j4firaa us'd Celadon 

ill, as he deferv'd ( to h}s cverlafting Ihame be 

itremembr'd) he had never it in his pjower to— 

I'm afham'd to fay what 'tis fomething fo 

very hdnous I want a name for it. Ah / CeU- 
don^ boaft no more of a charafter ^ having de- 
fervM well of the World before, makes you 
^lore worthy to be blamed by Ajh-^a. Was it not 
pofliDle for you to be juft to one who has Charms 
f nough to fix inconftancy it felf? furc the Devil 

could never ha\re chofen fo unlucky a time to 

-. • • - ..- . ■ . •-■-.. - ■ ^i 
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smpt me in, and make me furrender when my 
fearc was fo powerfully prepofTelt. I have been 
:1ie to ugly and foolifli, and was always averie 
) Variety : but I believe my Vertue had never 
een try'd, becaufe it yielded to the firft aflault. 
U never be confident again, nor believe it in 
ly power to do or hiader any thing from being 
one, for I believe it is not poflible for a Man 

> keep his re(blotion.*- 1 am more than 

alf diltrafted with the fenfe of my ingratitude; 
hilftl live PU repent of it, and mortifie, by 
enying my felf all the pleafures of Man and 
(Womankind. I defiric nothing (b much,^ and 
ifhfor nothing more tiian a Celt in BeMamt 
(y opinion is that Men who have renouncM 
leir Reafon, ' are fitter to be confin'd therc^ 
lan thofe who have loft their Senfes; becade 
ne is an Ad of Choice, the othisr an inyoluntd- 
f Misfortune. 

So long as I am here, pray, write to me : 
will keep that in mind, which I would not for- 
et that there lives not a bafer Villain than 
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Z4 J^ET^ 



J 



55P t^rSlE,KSof 



^mmmm 



LETTER XXXiy. 

Celadon tX) JJhras, ■ 

TO tell you^Madapi^that TU do a tbing^wben 
I don't ^nov whether I can or no, \% 
keeping too clofe to the charad^r you have of 
xne already, therefore now I'll prpceed with 
Caution, grow ferioos^ will banter no more j 
and be heartily forry for any deceits I have had ^ 
hand in. If I had a mind to return your Letters 
^as methinks at this prefent writing I could find 
in my heart to obey any Commands you lay up* 
on me ) 'twill be feme months before I fliall be 
where they are, and how can I forefee what Re- 
volution may happen in my temper before that 
timef t had the opinion of a Lady laft Poft,v?hofc 
judgment in inconftancy I much rely on, that 
no man can promife for the future : a friend of 
yours and mine has been a late inftance of it ; 
whoever fliould have told me a month ago, that 
Celadon QO\\\di have been tempted to be a Rogue 
to Jfiraa^ (houlci as foon have made me believe 
that Courtiers keep their words, and Citizens 
Wives are Saints. * Thefore I'll breath the fame 
4ir again that you do^ before I dare engage to 

grant 
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fznt yonr requeft, leaft I should relapfe into the 
ommon infirmities of mankind, and break my 
irord. Fm as hon^fl: here by principle and 
^iradice as a Hermit, but whether the fit of . 
^illany mayn't ^return upon me when I come 
vithin the reach of infection,! can no more fore* 
:eU,ithan I can whether I shall be kill'd by your 
li^ain, or have my Throat cut by your Friend. 
Tis poffible you may have your Letters upon 
Honourable terms, for whatfoever you think of 
mc, I aflure you, you shan't be a moment un- 
eafie, for any thing in my power to remedy. 

Pray let me tempt you to break ypur word, 
and continue to write to me, whilft you are in 
Town, for if I apprehend you right, j^JIraa goes 
with her friend at Michaelmafs. You won't be- 
lieve me if I tell you that I'm molt paffionately 
concern'd, that I shan t have an opportunity of 
shewing you how penitent I am, fer the affront I 
have put upon you, the only bafe tbing I can 
fwear 1 ever wg§ giailty of in my life j the grea- 
ter is my Remorfe therefore, that by one falfe 
ftep I should ruine my Reputation, and loofe a 
friend, in whole Converfatioh I had propos'd to 
my felfe an eternal fatisfafiioa Don't deny me the 
comfort of your Letters-, tho' they're angry ones, 
there's fomething in 'em moft agreeably charm- 
ing i when you tell me I'm a man you could 
have lovM, methijiks it shews me you fo gene- 
rous, and my fcif fo bafe, that nothing can ex- 
ceed it i_ I don't think any Man but he that firlt 
fin'd was ever fo great a Bar to his own hap- 
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As oftas I have thought of j^ftrM^ it has faeea 
to her advantage ^ I never thowht her leTsthan. 
the beft, and moft defirable of Womankind ; 
one whole Senle, Temper, and good Mannersl 
are not to be matched in her whole Sex. Upon 
my Soul this is the worft opinbn I have of her 
and shall never ceale to lament that as mygi^ 
eft Qusfortone, which interpo!^d between her 
and 
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LETTER XXXV. 

CeUdon to Afirad. 

INdtcd, Madam, my recriminating with you 
was altogether a jeft : when 1 offerM to quit 
Icofes and forgive one another, as if we were 
equally guilty, I hapned to be in a gayer hu- 
inour than ordinary, and wifii'd you might be fo 
too when you read it. You would then have 
perceiv'd I was not in earncft, but that that 
part of my Letter was written more loofcly than 
the refl:,as if *twas meant only to make you laugh, 
and not to pot you upon thinking. We are got 
over all Rcfcrves now, and allow one another 
freedom of Speech : I'll therefore frankly con- 
fcls that Ijnce you acknowledge you've a Hus- 
band, and have had fome time, you appear 
more a Miftreft to me than ever you did j for 
I had a much better opinion of your Conduft . 
than to believe you would truft your affairs of 
the Nature of ours, to your* Servants, as well as 
your Friend, if you was married privately , 
and to a Man of fo nice a refentment as yo\irs 
feems to bej when you told me your felf, that 
your Friend , how good foever her inclina- 
tion might be, durft not make tryal of a mu- ' 
iual fccrecy, nor engage in an intrigue at your 
houfe, for fear you Ihould difcover it to Cou- 
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fin Jaci. I would do a great deal to obtain the 
folation of fuch a Rjddle as this^ and I have a 
ftrange curiofity tff be kt into yourfecret$t 
which I once was vain enough to think I had 
known the Bottom of. The price you are plea^Pd 
to fet upon that Favour, is more than Vm able 
to raife at prefent, as fbon as it is in my power, 
upon my word you (hall have it. Chloe's name 
would do you no fervice, unlefs you could teO 
where to write to her ^ ihe has lately mifcarried 
and is gone out of Town, I don't know whe- 
ther, nor do I believe, I (hall till (he or I retura 
to London. I give you my word if (he and yoo 
are in Town at the fame time in Winter, you 
(hall have a Letter from her ; (ball know her j 
name, and fee her too if you pleafe. If you ex- 
ped a Beauty, (he won't anfwer expeftation ; 
(he's but a Girl, not eighteen 5 (he flags tolcra- 
ply, and you'll aUow her to have (bme Wit, if 
your Tafteand mine are alike. I don't prefumc 
to deferve the Reward you proposed for this, 
tho I fwear I have told you as much as I know, 
and a generous confidence on your part, wiO 
always engage me to as frank a manner of deal- ' 
ing With you. Judge favourably of me, and be- 
lieve that nothing but the honour I have for you, ' 
could tempt me to do what 1 do. 'Tis a flr angc 
tryal you bring me to, when I muft offer that 
as a proof of my love, for which you ought to 
defpife me, and 'twould be a very great inftancc 
of my Folly, if by fuch a proceeding I (hould 
hope to re(tore my felf to your affeftion. You 
tell me your Paflion for me made you falfe to 
another you did not like: I fee you follow 
Cog. -^ ■■g's rule, and don't think you can re- 

li(h 
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liih your Lover ^ without haviag a fufficient dif^ 
gnfl: for your Husband. Had be been more a^ 
greeable, I had not been happy • and had .1 
been more conftant, he had not had that place 
in your efteem he now has ; fo he s oblig'd to me 
for procuring that by myillconduft, for him, 
iTvhich he with all hjs ferviccs could not obtain 
for himfelf. I had not the fame motive to be 
falfe that you had, for I had never fecn Chloe 
when I lovM j4firaa, I met her by chance a 
vlfiting, and heard her fing j the Devil tempted 
me to like her, out of mere envy of the happi- 
nefs I proposed, nay, had refolvM to enjoy with 
you, and only you •• but what provok'd her to 
like me, I can't imagine ; you know bell: : if 
you don't banter me when you tell me you did 
not believe there was fuch a thing as a Ch/oe. 
. I could flatter you in that belief, if I would 
indulge my felf in the humour of lying j but 1 
have been more than wicked to you another • 
way .• rU redeem my credit, if I can, by deal- 
ing ingenuoufly for the future. 'Tis not from 
cxceffive idlcnefs, and want of opportunities to 
ithpioy my felf, that I write fo long Letters •• 
No -. do me the juftice to believe that I never 
think my time {o well fpent, I mean with that 
pleafure and fatisfaftion , as when I converfc 
with JIfiraa :^ or elfe I fliould not fo of- 
ten put you in mind of an ungrateful Celadon , 
when you fo freely declare that at any rate you'd 
purchafe the forgetfulnefs of him. 

The Letter from your Secretary came to my 
Hands ; 'twas a very welcome one • I was glad to 

be 
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be andeceiv'd) anc) to find that jiftraa biid^nS 
departed ft om her good mawers ; tho be hd 
from her Ioyc to 

CELADON. 

Augufl ^ri. 
1700. 



P. 5. J^gain I ask your PLy^ and if the Duk 
of Glocefter*i Dedth produces am nuUmchoRy WH 
worth readings pray^ fend it* fou mufi not judge 
tny Tafte by yowr owrf^ for ainy thing will go dowA 
here. 
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CeUdon to AJtr£a^ 

Upon my word and Honour^ Madam, I faave 
not prevaric^ed with you in the leaft « 
but told you truth of Chloe in every tittle ; as 
much, I mean, as I knew my felf ; for 'tis above 
a Fortnight fince I had the laft Account of her, 
So help me God. TU keep my Word with you : 
you (hall, if youpieafe in the Wintei bioithiee 
her, and (ee her write \ at this dillance I caa 
do no more to ferve you, if I wa$ to f/m or 
loofe by it the greateA &tisfadioa I aid capa^* 
ble of. I lapgh at yodr Richmond fcandal ,* and 
Ihall live to convince JfivM 'tb falfly fiat'd upon 

m^j 



• 

Low $nd GaUantry. ^ 5^ 

le; add perhaps ponish the Autbori as they 
cferye. But hold ! perhaps this may be fome 

f WiUW ^^s Banter- if fo, I heartily for^ 

;jir€ it, and will only be revcngM his own way; 
, believe you a Ferfon of Honour , and as 
ijC to be trufted as a Surgeon or a Gonfeflbr, 
)i]£ I can't truft you with what I don^ 
fenow my felf. I have endeavourvl to give you all 
the fatisfadion I can in this matter ; if it is 
not to your content, 'tis I alTure you, none of 
my Fanlt, but altogether my misfortune. I be- 
feech you therefore, let not my punishment 
exceed my Guilt \ this is only a fin of ignorance 
and not of Prefumption. ^ I wish from my Soul 
'twere in my power to oblige you to the utmoft 
of yourdefire, Pd shew you that yf/^r^ is pre- 
ferred to all other confiderations in the Efteeca 

of 
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C^/4^;itoMr.C*.tobcleftwith Jfirds, 

YOu fay true, Sir,, AibbHty is a very plea-*- 
iant Town, feated upon a Hill, m tbt 
mklft of a very miitfiil VaOey, therefore much 
fiiore proper for our Bufinefs than Duxfiable or 
Cbiffw^^Vickh^m. Befides it luckily falls out 
that I have promised to ufe my Interell there 

to 
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to make a Vote-for an boneft Ghdrch-man a- 
gainft the Whig-Party. Now this is a lawftill 
call from home^ and the Cbriftian DiTerfion yoo* 
are pleas'd to invite me to, may be taken at the 
lame time •, but; pray, let the Dog-dap bco* 
ver firft, becaufe 'tis hot riding .* aihd to teS 
yoQ the truth, I have fome afl^irs to difpatdi 
before I can have leifure to attend the ac« 
complifliment of my Hearts defire upon my Ene- 
mies. I mull deal fairly with you .• I confcfi 
I am become one of John j^giWs Difi:ipleS| 
and Hrmiy believe I shall never be tun tW 
nor hangM: If under theft diladVantages you'd 
do me the favour of a Rendezvous, I shaO be 
at your fervice aflbon as I have nothing elfc 
to do •, the time shall be wholly fnbmitted td 
your greater Wifdom, and Experience by. 
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LETTER XXXVm. 

Mr. B' r to JJhaa. 

HAving, dear Jfiraa^ but indifferent News 
to fend, I made no hafte to anfwer yoor 

laft Letter. Mr. B has perus'd your 

Play, and thinks the Cataltropbe too abrupt: 
This is a particular opinion, but fome other per- 
fons of a truer judgment entertain more favou- 
rable thoughts of it. I defign to dcfirc Mr. F— 

to 
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ko perufe it, ' for I have reafons to think both he . 

arid Mr. W will ftand your Friends Jn this 

affair. Mr. F — has iiot publilhy the Book 
he intended : Neither do I think he will ever 
any on that Subjefi. Brifcoe^s Book is out. and 
ybtir Letters in it, with Anfwers to the lame , 
both which are no final] Ornament to the Col- 
ledion. 'Tis a great Reflcdiion on your Vanity, 
that you (hould be at fo great Expence of Wit 
and Humour, when you write for the Publick, 
and only fill your Letters with Bufinefs, when 
you write to your private Acquaintance, Not 
but that I value your Letters upon any fcore , 
but I would be extreme glad to fee fom.e Pro- 
duftion of your fertile Brain in your Retirement. 
Sure, fo fublime a Genius as yours never fears 
tlie Damps of a iVbrrkr/? Clime: the Mufes are 
your infeparable Companions , and wherever 
thefe are , ParnajfUs and Helicon are alfo. If 
you do not Verfifie, it raufl: be for want of a 

Theme — Here, Madam, here's a fad one 

for an Elegy ! Dryderj^thQ Great Dryden is dead — 
WiW% Coffee-houfe and both the Theaters are in 
Mourning j the Town laments her Darling, and 
the Mufes defpair of ever finding him a Succef- 
for among the Men Poets ^ but as the Salick Law- 
has no more Force in Pamajfus than in EngUnd , 
I dare prophefie the Bays wiU fall to your fliare. 
Haften therefore, dear >^y?rtf.^,your Return, and 
cheer the afliidled Sons of Jfollo with your Pre- 
fence. The Town affords no news, and as for 
the Court take the following : My Lord PorN 
land is naarried to my Lady Berkley •, my L6rd 
Jerjey ftiade Lord Chamberlain ^ and Sir John 
WrigkLox^ Keeper. 'Tisfaid, either riiy Lord 
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4y the Bays wiU fall to the Hiherm4n Bard : 
and were bis vanity as great as his fuccefs, he 
would demand the Trophies of his Conqoeft, 
nor fear the Malice of his fnarling critical 
Brethren , nor the ill-nature of the Town , 
who jult even in the Grin of Laughter (hall 
condemn the Play. This, by the by, I think a 
very great defeft in their judgment •• cither 
in damning the thing that pleafes 'em, or 
paying for what they don't like. I think the 
main defign of Comedy is to make us laugh: 
Now if the Poet can be fo happy as to di- 
vert our Spleen, 'tis but juft he (houldbc 
commended for it. This confideration has 
carried me fo far as to make me write the 
Copy of Verfes , which you'll find here en- 
closed. Read them as a Friend, and not as a 
Critick ; for I write only to amufe ray Iclf , 
and not to be admirM. My hand is weary and 
cannot keep pace any longer with my Incli- 
nation to converfe with you. Let me hear from 
you by the riextPoft, and believe me, youraf- 
feiiiionate Servant 
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EPISTLE XL. 

To Mr. Farquhar upon his Comedy calPd A 

Trip to the Jubilee. 

s I M^ 

AMongft the many friends your Wit has 
made. 
Permit my humble Tribute may be paid •, 
My Female Genius is too weakly fraught 
With learn'd Expreffions to adorn my Thought. 
My Mufe too blulh'd, when (he this Task began. 
To think that (he muft Compliment a Man. 

She paus'd a while at laft fhe bid me fay, 

She lik'd the Man, and I admir^J the Play. 
For fince the learned Collier firft eflTay'd 
To teach Religion to the Rhiming Trade, 
The\ Comtek Mufe in Tragick pofturc fit. 
And feem*d to mourn the Downfall of her 

State •, 
Her eldeft Sons (he often did implore. 
That they her ancient Credit would reftore. 
Strait they eflTay'd, but quickly to tleir coft 
They found that all their indqftry was lolt. 
For fince the Double Entoidre was forbid, 
They could not get a Clap for what they did. 
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LETTER XLL 
AJlraa to Damon. 

I Am extremely concern'd at my ill Fortune 
in being abfent when Damon defign'd me a 
vifit .• Could I have known by inftinO: that 
your vifits were pretty well over, and that I 
Ihould come again in my turn, 1 would have 
waited with pleafure, 1 am going into mourn- 
ing, for 1 have loft my Rabbits, which makes 
me as melanchoUy as a Cat. A (Toon as I brought, 
them home, 1 chriften'd them, the Male George 
find Female Snhy : George no fooncr (har'd your 
Name, but all your inclinations foUow'd, which 
made him grow indifferent to his Sniy ^ and on 
Sunday whilft I was at Church he fcamper d away, 
and left his poor Female over-whelmM with 
Grief. At my return, I made ftrid inquiry in 
the Neighbourhood, but nothings can be heard 
of ^im. The next day I was reading Mr. Jfgill 
( which you lent me ) and Suhy by me, in a. very 
melancholy pofture,bemoaning the lofs of.her bc- 
lov'd G'eo^'^e, when of a fudden 1 mift her,and not- 
withftanding all diligent fearch, (he's no where 
to be found. She's, I fuppofe, bent upon Pil- 
grimage, till she finds her Mate j except ^/gill's 
Doftrine had effedl upon her, and mounted her 
t6 the Heavens, to provide a feat for her (juon- 

A a 4 dam 
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4dm .Matter and Miftrcfs. Thus I have given 
you an account of my unhappy fate, by whiclj 
you fee that nothing of Male cares long for 

S I R, 

Humble Servant^ . 

JSTRJ^J. 



X. E T T E R XLII. 

Damon to Ajlrxa. 

Did I think. Madam, that my vifits were as 
agreeable to your inclinations as to my 
own, I would repeat them oftcner •• but I can't 
imagine. Madam, thata perfonwhom you make 
a perfed JRabhit of, fhould ever employ your 
thoughts, either with hopes or difappointments. 
Some think me a Rabbit in another cafe, becaufe 
they imagin I have been digging a Cunny-bur- 
row in the Country, and have fainted me with 
joy upon my Marriage •, but they fliould rather 
think me a Fox, for I care not for Earthing too 
long in the fame bole, for fear I fhould be 
found out by the Huntfmen. But, Faith, Madam, 
I am at prefent Aiore unhappy than the Beafts 
of the Field, for I have nc're n Den to put my 
][ieadin, rpuch lefs a Noofe to fecure my Neck. 
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You have heard, I fuppofe, Madam, how fcur- 
riloufly I have been abused by Mr. — I am 
now bufie about the vindication of my Honcnr, 
and endeavouring to anfwer him in his own 
Kind. Had the Rabbit flaid I had perhaps ex- 
pefted your Prayers for my increale of iil-na- 
ture, to qualifie me for fo kind an office ^ but 
how I beg only you would not think me fo fickle 
as my name's-fake,fince I am with as much Truth . 
as ever, 

JngenioHs Aftrxa, yours^ &c. 



XLIII. 

Jn Epifile in Verfe. 

Aftra^a to Damon. 

THo Nature here what moft delights us 
yields 
A flowing ftream , cool (hades and chearful 

Fields, 
Yet my fad Soul indulgent to its grief, 
NegleQs the Pleafures that Ihould give relief. 
In vain from folitude 1 feek for eafe. 
Since nothing but the thoughts of Datnon pleafe. 
Wethinks I heat you ask, how long this Fire, 
Shall warm my Breaft with this extream defire? 
fThe Fates, ask th^m, are better Judges far, 
^Who of my life have all ov'r-ruling care ; ' 

A 
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A facrcd Tic unites my Life and I^ve, 
Both by Tome hidden Springs and Whcdcs do 

move. 
Each on the other fo dependent is 
That what unhinges that, difordersJ:his. 
like Soul and Body hand in hand they go^ 
And Separation, gives the fatal blow. 
Nay, as the Soul fnrvives theftroke of DaA 
My 1.0 ye too (hall outrlive my latefl: breath-. 
And niidft the throng of the Seraph ick Powen, 
M'enamourM Soul (hall gently fei2;c on yours j 
Embrace it in the blifsfal Courts above. 
And revel in the endlefs joys of Love. 
Can Abfence then do more than Death can do, 
Abfencc that gently does the Paflion blow, 
And makes the kindled Fire more eager burn 
With pleafant Breezes at the bleft return ? 
So the bright Orb that paints the gaudy Day 
In filver Circles wheels his airy Way, 
And by his univerfal influence, 
His generous warmth does here below difpcnfe. 
We blefs the beauteous Planet, and admire 
Thj'exceflSve gobdnefs of the centered Fire. 
With chearful Eyes we fee him on his Throne, 
Apd do noo ftrait forget him when he is gone— 
With greedy hopes we wait his ble(t Return, 
And pleas'd to think on the approaching Morn. 
Ju(t fo, my Dear, I raife my drooping Soul, 
And all my tedious Thoughts and Pain controulj 
With wi(hing hopes of being repo(reft 
Of the dear Charmer of my longing Breaft. 
Hopes / — there are nonc~-he loves mc not— 

that's true-— 
Yet wretced I muft ever djptc on yau; 

tlot 



I 



Love and Galkntry. j6g 

fJot all the giudy Tempters of the Court, 
AVhere gay delufions in full crowds rcfort. 
l^ot aU the gailded Baits which Riches lay, 
Kor the ambitious thoughts of Empire s fway 
Can Oiake my fteddy Faith — 
Much lefs can terror of impending ill 
Inall its dreadful fliapes e're fhock my will. 
Not Tityns^s Vultors, or Jxions wheel j 
Th'eternal pains the bloody Sifters feel j 
The witty Torments of th'infernal cell ^ 

And aU the fad variety of H^IL T 

Where fubtle fires in cndlefs plenty dwell j 
Much lefs, I fay, can thcfc fright from my 

Breaft 
My dcareft G — my only welcome Gueft. 
The glaring Sun may lofe his glittering light^ 
And all the welcome day transform the night. 
Tljeunivcrfal frame of Nature fhake, 
And all his malTy Bars and Hinges break ^ 
'Th€ world become a Chaos void of form, 
DilTolve and into ancient nothing turn. 
But my fixt padion is as firm and great 
As are the ftrong Decrees of powerful Fate ; 
No Revolution fhall deftroy my love. 
But fll be conftant, as th'eternal Jove. 
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XLIV. 
A Copy of Verfcs. 

Shut up in a Snuf'Box , rvherein was drawn 
a Woman a-Jleep upon 4 Couch y mth i 
Cupid /hooting at her. 

JJir^a^s Advice to Cu pid, in the Box,v?heQ 

opened by Damon. 

NOw Ci^id fhoot, and with thy Dart 
The roving Youth furprife. 
Aim right your Arrow at his Heart, 
And make him feel the fubtle fmart. 
By which jiftraa dies. 
Leave trifling with the flcepiag Dame, 
Lift up thy drowfie Eyes, 
See Damon ftands, he's nobler Game 
Wound me him, and immortal Fame 
Shall crown thy Enterprize. 
But if thou'rt deaf to what I fay. 
And will no Succour give , 
A Prifoner in this Box you ftay 
Untill you figh your felf away, 

d till I ceafe to live. 

\ 

» 
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XLV. 

■ 

Dafhne^s Complaint to Afir^a, 
An Epiftlc. 

STill docs JfttM urge her friend 
To that fad Tale which knows no End. 
Forbear, alas ! thy Daphnes Loye 
Can only fruitlefs Pity move. 
But Thou rcgardlt not what I fay^ 
In vain I would the task delay, 
Refolv'd thou art, and I obey. 
Here then unhappy warning take. 
Shun Love and Men for Daphmh fake* 
To furly Damon's conquering Eyes 
Firft my heart was made a prize^ 
But foon the bright Amintor came. 
And then I felt another flame. 
Not that the firft could be fuppreft 
By force of the intruding Gueft, 
For both I lov'd, both ftill admire. 
And feel for both an equal Fire. 
Damon has Charms the Sex to icfnare,^ 
Were not one half Amintorh (hare. 
Generous Damon bears a mind 
Above the treachery of his kind ; 
Untainted Honour, Manly Senfe, 
Stern Courage, and foft Complaifence 

In 
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In him with equal luftre meet 
And render all his Anions great. 
Then dear Amintor% Form and Grace, 
His Wit, his Meen, his Voice, his Face 
Have all refiftlefs power to charm. 
And can the coldeft bdfom warm. 
Between them I my Peace have loft. 
And know not which I ralue molt* 
Nay, 'tis, irapoffible to fay 
Which beft deferves the love I pay ; 
Which the moft generous return, 
Amintorh love, or Damonh fcorn« 
Darmn^ negleaing all, docs rove, 
A very Inndel to love ; 
Without defign or gtiilty aft 
He views the Maid, and takes the Heart i 
Then free and thoughtlefs rambles On, 
And fcarce believes the mifchief done. 
Now when fo many figh in vain, 
I may defpair, but can't complain. 
Amintor is not thus fevere. 
But far more kind, far lefs fincerfe j . 
Damons heart is made of Stone ; 

Amintor's worfe, for he has lione .- 
He had one, but alas / *tis gone. 
Long fince divided with fuch art^ 
That every Fair one boafts a part ; 
Tho fo fmall the portions are. 
They neither merit Thanks nor Ore. 
Of fuch a Trealhre I'm poflfeft. 
And fhare his finiles ambrig the reft ; 
And tho but late my heart came ift. 
No earlier Rival moves my Spfeen. 
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By chance he did a part prefcrve , 
AvL Atom, but 'tis like to ferve j 
For fiftce I know 'tis all his ftore, 
^Twere bafe in me to covet more. 
Kow, dear jifiraa^ 'tis fome cafe 
AVhen raging Love the Soul deceives. 
To curfe the Author of our pain. 
And of the wrong to Heaven complain. 
B»t even of this 1 am deprived, 
AikI dare not blame, tho ne're 1 liv'd. 
Ah / pity the unhappy Maid, 
Thus doubly curft, yet cant upbraid. 



37? 



I * r 1 "ii 



LETTER XLVL 



Mr. 



i 



to AJlraa. 



HAd the Country prov'd as dull to JftrAHy 
as the Town to me in her Ablence, fhe 
would no more have reliftiM one, than I have 
done the other : but, like the Sun, fhe makes 
all chearful where (he goes. 

And only thofe who want her Sight 
Are doornd to melancholly Night. 

'Tis a hard cafe that a man Ihould fall, into 
L&ve and Yoetry^ at the fame time, when ont 
of them is enough to ruin him j and yet, this 
ftrange Metamophofis have I fuffer'd. Madam, 
fiflcc I faw you lafl ; for then I was a Libertine, 

but 
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but redfonirtg with that Dzvil Love^ IVc got info 
his Snare — Sure nothing pleads fo ftbtly as 
a Woman's Charms ? for they confound ev'nour 
ftrongeft Rcfolutions, 

jlrtd ^tis in vain that our Sex try 
To conqner yonrs^ but when we fly. 

You've gain'd a viftors Right o'rc me as well aJ 
Celalon \ and I expeft you'll ufe me ill becaufe 
he abus'd your Mercy ; but know, ^r^4, 'twill 
be both barbarous in you, and unjufl: to make me 
fufFer for another's Crime, when I've committed 
none my felf, unlefs you think this one, to tell 
you that of all your Sex , I would be only 
yours. 



LETTER XLvn. 

Mr. Farquhar ^(? Mr. R — 5— 



s I K. 



§ 

HAving been in company with Mr. Jobn/m 
jaft now,he inform'd me that you were iit 
Love, and that yon defir-d the advice of yoor 
Friends upon that Subjedt j I hare long wift'd , 

Sirj 
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Sif , fdr art opportunity of fcrving yon, and I 
thank fortune which has now prefented me fa 
fair an occafion 5 for Love being Very often of , 
the fame importance with an a^ait of Life and 
Death, the tryal of a friend tnay be well enough 
prov'd in it. 

I have had fome hints in that Folly fi^om iny oWnU 
Experience and general Obfervaition •' but I havef 
found it like Chymiftry, a knowledge Very 
chargeable in Experiments^ and worth nothing 
in the Enjoyment. Tis a misfortune. Sir, thatc 
Love can only be nourifliM by ingenious Men, yet 
Women fhould admire none but Fools j for which 
realon, I'm afraid, your fucccfs will prove but 
indifferent. If your paffion can make you i 
Coxcomb, fomethingniay be done, but be af: 
fur'd, that the affeftion which can have fo riluch 
power over one of your parts, is much too vio- 
lent to laft i and the fober reflediions of a Mani 
of Senfe, will certainly at thelafl: incline him tp 
a hatred and deteftation of wbatfoeve^ could 
throw him into extravagance, or abafe him be- 
low the dignity of his Reafon. Had my(fei-! 
perience extended oiily to One Woman, 1 (hould 
iiot have concluded fo peremptorily to the difad- 
vantage of the whole Sex j but, Sir, I have 
known feveral, and they all wear blacker Masks 
on their minds, than on their Faces. They are 
as fickle as Fortune ^ and like her, favour none 
but Fools. The nature of a Woman's Compo- 
fitioh is ^xaftly oppofite to the frame of a man's;* 
for their Bodies are heavenly, but their Souls 
are Earth ; and therefore their corporeal part^ 
I like well enough, but their Minds let them' 
Iteftow on fordid Souls of an equal fizp in un« 

Bb derftanding.' 
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derftanding. If a Woman's Beauty is extraor- 
dinary, (he isonly qualiied for a Whore, if her 
Senfe be above the common level, Ihe is equip'd, 
and fets up for a Jilc. Some will fay that a Wo- 
man has a choufand irrefiftible Arts and Tricks : 
not half fo many as a Monkey, nor half fo witty 
and furprizing. Whence comes it then that 
they pleafe us fo. Why 'tis our fancy that 
pleafes, which like a flattering Glafs creates 
the Beauties, and therefore fliould be broke for 
telling fo damnM a lye, as to make a E)evil an 
Angel. When once Love comes to be heighten'd 
by thought, 'tis like the ftudy of the black Art, 
which after long pains and application raifesthe 
Devil to run away with the Conjurer. ^Tis the 
freedom of a friend. Sir, to communicate his 
thoughts •, and to be yet more free, you muft 
know that I have at this inftant a Miftrefs that I 
love dearly, but all as a reafonable slan ought 
to do. My love is a down-right Syllogifm ; her 
Beauty and Wit are major and minor^ and my 
Paflion is the conclufion j but if 1 find either of 
the Premifes falfe, ( which ten to one I ftiall ) 
I have the fame thread of reafon to guide me 
out of the "Labyrinth which led me in. Some 
will fay that a Miftrefs is a pretty amufement in 
a roan's Iludies, but my obfervation can allow it 
no lefs than the ruin and diftruftion of ftudy , 
for a man mufl: make it his bufmefs to gain her, 
and afterwards (he will make it her bufinefs 
to difturb him, you may perhaps, find inno- 
cency in the Country , but remember, Sir,that Ei^e 
loft her Maidenhead in a Garden. Advice,! know, 
is a very impertinent thing, but any thing upon 
fo deaj* a Subjed is agreeable to a Lover. If I 

can 
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can be fo happy as to be ferviceable to you in 
any other rcfped^ Pray, Sir, Command. , 

Tour humble Servant 

G. FARQUHAR. 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

Dr. G * to. my Lady^^^at the Bath. 

Madaniy 

I Hope the Waters agree very well with her 
H — and I wifli they may anfwer all the in- 
tents they are taken for •, and that they may not 
only confirm her H — 's Health, but that the 
whole Nation may be bleft with the fruits of it, 
in contributing to the increafe of the Royal- Iwe^ 
which will be of much more advantage to thefe 
Kingdoms, than extending our Line in Flanders-^ 
for there we may have fufficient encouragement 
to look after our fclves, and not after the fecu- 
rity of Strangers. Here is nothing at all of 
newsi neither that Vmlirk is taken, nor Namur 
befieg'd. So that I fuppofe the Army is in very 
good Health, for I hear nothing to the con- 
trary : and confidering how great an Army we 
have^ it is as much as can be expected that 
they take care of their Healths. This is all the 
ixews from abroad, and as for the news at home 
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the only is, that the Q^ — - fent into the Gty 
to borrow 200000 /. upon the fectfrity of a 
Vote that the Pari made, that if the Poll- 
Bill did not arife to 1200000/. that they wonid 
make it up^ fome other way, the next Seffioni 
1 am very glad the City has the good opinion of 

the Houfe of Com s, as to think they won't 

alter their opinions. Another piece of News 
is that a young Lady hang'd her felf for Love 
in Leicefter-ficlds. I ftppofe flie was really in 
Love, and, perhaps, the firft that ever was fo, 
I wi(h the City had as good a fecurity for their 
Money, as (he has given for her love. I am , 
Madam, 



Totirsj &c. 
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XLIX. 

The fame to the fame. 

• 

I' Am very forry, that the Waters, that hive 
workt wonders, as they fay, upon all Peo- 
ple, that have drunk them this year, fhould 
difagree with your Ladyfhipj I could find in toy 
heart to fend fome People that are vcryfick 
thither J and then, I am fure, I Ihall ruin their 

Re- 
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Reputation ; or elfe fend fome fowr, confump- 
tive Fanatick, that has a eouftitutionasltubborni 
and as untoward as his Principles j and if he 
Ihould chance to mifcarry, They will call them 
Jacobite Waters j and if they (hould once get 
that name, it would clear you from a great 
deal of troublefbme company , that have a 
mind fignallytodiftinguifhthemfelvesfrora the 
reft : And the truth on t, it is but rcafonable 
there fhould be a diftindion made in a place 
that is the rendezvous of all the Leprons. We are 
here fomething furpized at the news that the 
Mayor of Bath was order'd by my Lord N—m^ 
not to wait upon the Pi~. to Church, becaufe 
he was theQ-'s Officer. I am very glad her 

H does riot bath in the Q.- 's B^/fe, for then, 

may be, the Secretary might have forbid that 
too. I don't know what can be done next , 
without they difarm the D. of G— becaufe he 
has got a Sword, and ishufla'd into the Houfe. 
I am inform'd of a great many Ladies that will 

not pay the refpeft that is due to her H % 

and as they will pay no vifits, fo it would have 
been much better, if they did not receive vifits 
from others \ 1 (hall take care, far the future, to 
prefcribe them Husbands inftead of Gallants , 

to along with them. 1 hope ray Lady A 

has given you no reafon to be jealous: I knew 
her before (be marri'd a Fool in Oxford-Jlolre^ and 
her own Men Servants knew her thv^-, to much 
better purpofe •, only once their fervice was a 
littje too hot for them. I find that thofe that 
arej/frj, would be thought for the Government, 
and confidering how that has been Jiltaiy they 
may well claim a pretention to it j 1 wilh they 

Bb 3 had 
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bad bchav'd themfelvcs finccrcly toward it ; 
and then they need not have been unmannerly tq 
(hew their afFedion to it. I am. 



Tour LaJi(hipSy &c. 
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LETTER L. 

Mrs^ Br — — ey to a concetti Beau. 

THo my inclination won't laft to meet you 
again, yet I have too much hobour to let 
you vainly exped me. I won't ask Pardon, nor 
^erm it a as difappointment,for 1 believe you have 
too true a tafte of variety to eftccm any thing fo 
from a Lady you have oucc feen, except when 
ftie gives you her company a fecond time. Con- 
ftancy is as fulfome as uglinefs, and fit only for 
its companion : but for us, whom Nature has 
liberally furnifht with Beauty, capable to plcafc 
where we delign a Conqueft, 'tis a fin to lavilh it 
away upon one another. Thus, Sir, you fee what 
aneafie Aliftrefs I am •• and what fmall reafon 
there was to apprehend Conftancy on my fide ; 
and what little occafion for proteftations on yours. 
Yet when I have abfolutely forgot your ufage,and 
you. my Face we'll meet again •• Till then Mien. 
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LETTER LI. 

Mr. B — r to Diana. 



charm wg Diana. 

I Know not whether I ought to thank or curfe 
Fortune for conducing me yefterday to the 
Fair^ but this I am fureof, that I never paid 
dearer for ray curioficy of being acquainted with 
Masksj lince I purchased that pleafure,with what 
I ever valued moft, my Liberty. I had hitherto 
kept a ftrift guard over my Heart^but lam afraid 
it will now beforc'dtoyield, when fo many 
forces combine to attack it. Your perfonal ac- 
complilhmerits I might perhaps have refifl:ed,had 
my delire of being free been fupporced by forae 
defefts in your mind ; and like wife I might have 
difputed the victory to your Wit, had I found 
fome flaw in your Beauty -, but the union of the 
Charms of yourPerfon, with the endearments 
of your Converlation, feems to threaten my to- 
tal ruin J and I muft needs tell you that I am fo 
far gone, that it lies in your power to make me 
abfolutely yours, I will not trouble you with 
the ftory of all the fymptoms I felt fince I favr 
you, for truth it felf upon this occafi^n would 
look like a Romance, and I defire nothing more 
earneftly than to be, and appear fincere. I Ihall 
wait with impatience for an anfwer,which will in 

B b 4 fome 



j82 LETTERS pf 

fome meafure , alleviate my misfortune in being 
idepriv'd of your conver&tion.But,my dear DUtna^ 
why would you deny me that blefling ? And 
what can you apprehend from a man over whom 
you have fo intire a Command ? However in 
this as in any thing elfe, I wiUfaltmit to your 
Will and Pleafure, as being, &c. 
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DianaV Anfmr to Mr. B-- — r. 

a' 

Ibave been in difputc with my fclf ever fince 
i parted from you, whether I fhould adhere 
to my ufiial refcrvcdnefs, or comply with the 
proraife your extraordinary Civility forced from 
me J But my word once given I cannot but 
|:hink my feif oblig'd to perform. Therefore 
I take a liberty I never before was acquainted 
with, in anfwering an unknown hand .• tho I 
believe th? infipednefs of this will be no in- 
ducement to a farther correfpondence. How- 
ever, flat as it is, it muft ftand the tell of 
your (harper Wit, and elder Judgmeqt j and 
if all you have faid be not wholly fidion, 'twill 
force fome indulgence from you. Do, pity at 
leaft one, who earneftly wifhes 0ie could me- 
rit more your favour. Could I but boaft of 
robbing you of tha t liberty you have fb long 
6njoy'd, and of a Heart fo intircly your owjp. 
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I ifaould efteem my felf the molt fortunate 
of my Sex ; But I cannot entertain an opi- 
nion fo vain , nor can I be flatter'd to be- 
lieve i merit the Icaft part of the Charafter 
you are pleas'd to give me. However I mult 
own you h^ve fo muctf the Ascendant over my 
Heart , that I dare confidently affirm . half 
an hours converfation never gain'd lo pe* 
culiar an elteem as I ow you ^ and I would 
confirm it by a fecond interview, were I pri- 
viledgM fo to do : for 1 can apprehend nothing' 
^U from one, who has already exprelt fb much 
of Worth and Generofity. But my confine- 
ment is unfpeakable, and I have no opporr 
(unity to proceed farther than a Letter , 
which if you favour me with, 'twill be ex- 
tream obliging, and highly valued byyourfin- 
pere unalterable 
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for me ? Oh ! no .* I cannot entertain fb flat- 
tering a Thought, as long as you deny me ano- 
ther mterriew. Let your confinement be never 
fo ftrid, yet we may find a thoufand ways to 
fee one another unknown to any body elfe. 
Were you redufe in a Nunnery I would gladly 
put on a Prielts habit^to receire from your divine 
mouth that confelfion, which yon di(dain not 
to commit to writing ^ and can you imagine I 
will decline to do any thing that can procure 
me your endearing Company. Letters do very 
much foften the hardibips of feparated Lowers, 
and 'tis principally for that end that they were 
firft invented : but as they are but a dumb Pi- 
dure of our thoughts, fo they want that life 
which animates converfation. Let us therefore 
make a proper ule of Letters, that is, employ 
them as long as we are abfent ^ but at the ume 
time let us endeavour to make our (eparation 
ceafe. I will not pretend to tell you how and when 
we can meet, but leave it intirely to your ma- 
nagement J and if you be but willing, I delpair 
not of opportunities, I return, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER LIV- 

DianaV Anfiver. 



^rr^Is great charity and condelcention in 'you 

J[ ^o rubmit your eloquence to fo mean and 

a weak capacity as mine^and to feem pleas'd with 

what rather diferves your contempt. It (hews 

■ ' you are Matter of an extraordinary temper. I 

' was captivated enough with your Perfon, Parts, 

' and Breeding but to have fo exceeding a good 

- humour, joyrfd to all your other Perfeftions 
^ hurries me on to an excels of Lore and Ad- 

- miration. For 'tis very rare to find thefe in 
: copjundion, and therefore cannot fufficientlK 
: be admir'd .- efpecially by me who have only the 

Apprehenlion to know my own imperft&ions : 
And nothing but Almighty Love can plead my 
cxcufe for my firit and ra(h attempt of putting 
. Pen to Paper, to anfwer fo peculiar a Genius 
as yours. And now my^ ambition to continue 
a correfpondence fb divinely improving, will 
not allow me to defilt. My fullen ftars will not 
permit me the fatisfadion of feeing you yet, 
for my Aunt who is my confinement, is at pre- 
fent fo very iU, that I dare not make the leaft 
pretence to go any where ^ but affoon as I have 
an opportunity, my defire of feeing you will 

not 



388 Letters cf 

Bot let rac be wanting on my part. I ftall then 
own, tho with great confufion , that what I 
hate writ are the real fentiments of 

Tqut vanquififd 

D I A N Ai 



LETTER LV. 
Mr. B— r to Diana; 



Durefi Diana, 

IBtIrn already with impatience to fee you : 
and yourlaft Letter has added fo much fewel 
to the fire, thait I am now in a violent flame. 
I earneftly wi(h I had fome influence upon 
't^^fiiilaprnj to engage his skill in favour of the 
Sick Lady, who occaiions our reparation. But 
my Diana^ ( for you are mine, tho it be but in 
conceit ) is all your Letter real, or only a plea- 
fing Fable ? Excnfe my doubts and fears : I have 
been fo us'd to be unfortunate, that I can fcarce- 
ly believe what I read. What you mention a- 
bout my Merit, I 'm fure exceeds the opinion 
which even felf-love could foggelt me^ yet that 
I might in fome meafufe reconcile, it I could 
latisfie my felf that your affedion to me is fin* 
Cere ; for Love ever magnifies to a prodigious 
Degree all the perfedions of the Objed belov'd. 

If 
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If yon have a true cfteem for mc, pray manage 

it fo that I may believe it. Thofc exceffive 

expreffions of Love I could hear with Delight 

and Tranfport in your Converfation, but in a 

Letter they want an air of Trath, which your 

IWeet Lips only[can give them. If therefore you 

will convince me that I am the happieft Man 

living, endeavour, I befeech you, to conquer all 

difficulties : and blefs me with your endearing 

company, in fpite of all the oppofitions that 

keep us afufidcr. I wait your Anfwer with 

the grcateft impatience, &e. 



LETTER LVL 
DianaV Artjiver. 



S I R^ 



YOur unkind diftrufl: of me gives me but juft 
occalion tofufpedt you: and were not 
my word facred to me, 1 ihould not dare to rely 
on his Honour^ who does not confide in mine. 
You have abfolutcly forbid me to exprefs what 
Sincerity didates to me. As for your misfor- 
tunes 'tis impoflible for me to make a true con- 
ftruftion of them ; they will admit of various 
notions, whether defervcdly or not, my own in- 
nocence keeps me from accufing others. What 
treatment you have met with I know not, but 
'tis natural to believe , what has been, may bs 

again. 
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again. I own my free expreflions of Lbvc dc- 
fcrv'd a check, but did not- expeft it from you; 
tlotwithftanding I iball endeavour to moderate 
them to your liking, but I beg the juftice to be- 
lieve that my thoughts were pure as free , fot 
JDiana herfelt had not greater Chaftlty than I 
can boaft of. But fince my appearance can on* 
ly eftablilh my Reputation with you, I am obli- 
ged to perform my firft Refolve, which fhall be 
to morrow in St. James\ Park in the green Walk 
at four precifely. I (hall be in difguife to every 
Body but your felf. Till then, Adieru 



i 



LETTER LVII. 
Mr. B r to Diana. 

• . • , 

Own my felf very much in the wrong, andf 

my Letter,, in a manner Sacrilegious, that 

durft to clip the wings of fo pure a Love as that 
of my charming Diofia. If the Tornaents 1 have 
endur'djfince I receiv'd your laft,could any way? 
atone for my Fault, ^ I might have a ' ckim to 
your forgivenefs, but I wave any juftification 
that is not entirely owing to your Goodnefi. 
V\l impatiently wait for the hour you are pleas'd 
to appoint, that I may throw my felf at yotfr 
Feet, and beg that Pardon, without which I 
never can be happy : for His but a repeated 
Death to live under the difpleallire of angry 
Diana. I remain, 

ToHr mofi faithfitl and 

i . . iL. ' Tcnitent Adorer.. 

LET- 
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LETTER LVIIf. 
Mr. B — to Lucilla. 

YOu fee by this , Madam, that Men are not 
always worfe than their words- Thoto 
tell you truth, I was foniewhac doubtful whe- 
ther 1 fliould keep my promife or no. The 
reading of St. Evremom will cei cainiy enlarge 
your fine Notions, and yoi: havt aheacJy more 
Wit, than 1 know how to deal withal. But 'tis not 
about Wit, that I defign to contend ^ith 
you: I challenge you upon the fcoreof Love, 
and defie you to Ihew fo tender, fo true, and 
focenllanta Heart, as mine. 1 faw this. mor- 
ning my Kinfman the Poet ( as you call him ) 
who prefents his humble refpeSs to you.' if 
you (hould chance to meet us together, have 
a care you miftake not one for 'tother, for wc 
are extreamly like. 



Cc 
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LETTER LIX. 
Lucilia t0 Mr. B . 

T Here's not, in niy opinion, a more con- 
vincing argument of 3 Man's Scnfe and 
Breeding than his keeping his word ^ and had 
you by any pretence whatfoevcr broke your 
Promife, afliire your felf I ibould never have 
had a tolerable'thought of Mr.^ I re- 
ceived with Plcafure St. Evremonis Works, as 
the greateft obligation you can lay upon mc. 
I have already read fome of them, and find 
every thing he writes fo agreeable to my 
humour. That I am refolv'd to make him ray 
perpetual ftudy. Not that I have vanity to 
believe 1 (hal) ever attain to thofe fine No- 
tions, which h^, and only he, can think and 
write i but, like moft Readers, I (hall hare 
the Hleafure of pafling fome agreeable hours la 
his Company. And tho, perhaps, I (hall not 
be fo happy in a memory, as to retain the quar- 
ter part of his Maxims, yet Pll endeavour todo 
him this jultice, to praife him as far as my 
want of Eloquence wi 11 permit me. As for Wit* 
I (hall never pretend to contend with you up- 
on that fcore, for we know that's your Talent: 
And for Love, I hope never to be tortured 
with that Pa(non. No, I am for a tranquillity 
which CHfid can never give. As I am of opi« 

noA 
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nion, that ks Rofes ne font jamais fans e finis , 
fo this thought renders me incapable of Love j 
and I am rcfolvy never to entertain any Paffion 
beyond a friend fhip. Therefore take my ad- 
i^ice, and return your conftunt Heart, as you call 
it, to the Shrine from whence it came, I mean, 
lay itat fair Di/2;7^'s Feet : for ftie has had itj 
and (he alone defqrves it; if the character you 
gave ot her has not too much of the Dedicati- 
on in it. 

Adieu. 



LETTER LX. 

Mr. B --— to Lucilia. 

YOar Letter confirms me in the opinion I 
had of yonr Wit .• and I think St. Evre-- 
mom very happy in being fallen into fo good 
hands. You will make him amends for being 
dftenreadby abundance of Fools, who can ne- 
ver relish the delicacy of his fublime notions. 
1 have done you 'injuftice by fiifp^ftin^, yout 
Wit fhould improve upon the reading of this 
Author, for your thoughts and your way of ex- 
preffing them are both airivM at thit perfedi- 
on, as renders 'em incapable of addition. If 
St. £'t;rei«o;7r cannot enlighten your mind, I hope 
he wilfaffeft your heart • and make you fenfible 
that Loves the moft noble, as 'tis the moll plca- 
fing Paffion of the Soul. Frknd^n^^ I confefs^i 

Cc 7, * has 
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.has its Charms: but tbefe are dull and in- 
fipid in comparifon of thofe of Love. You fay 
very right, that there's no Rofe without Thorns : 
But who would refufe to venture a pricking to 
gather that Queen of Flowers, whofe fragan- 
cy fills us with delight ? St. Evrtmont will tell 
you that the very Torments of Love are Pleafitres . 
Judge then how exquifite its Sweets mu^ be? 
Not that I would have Love exclude Friendfliip 
neither : On the contrary, I would have Friend- 
fliip to be the Balis of Love: for I account that 
Paffion brutilh and irrational, that is not found- 
ed on Efteem. Bnt then I would have Friend- 
fliip keep within its bonnds, without intrenching 
upon the Dominions of Love. To Friendfliip I 
would aflign all the empty intervals of abfcence, 
and thofe tedious converfations which a loving 
Q)uple are often oblig'd to fliare with Iropcrti- 
nents. Bat when a happy, long expeded mi- 
nute has joyn'd two lovers in a delicious Tete-a* 
tete^ I would then have Friendfliip keep its di- 
ftance, and refign the place to a more entertain- 
ing Pafljon. Pray, weigh my fentimcnts with 
.candor -• and either agree with me^ if you think 
'em reafonaole, or reftific my Notions, where 
you find 'em wrong. 1 fay nothing abovt Di- 
ana ^ be fatisfied that 1 admire you above all 
other Women: what need you trouble your 
felf any further ? /idicu my dsar^ my ingenious 
Charmer. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXL 

' Lucilia to Mr. B — r. 

^frnwill be impoffiblefor a poorCottagcr who 
JL lives in the remoteft part of Erjgland to , 
do you juftice, either in anfwering your Letter 
with acknowledgement due to your good Breed- 
ing, or giving your Wit the Encomiums it dc- 
ferves. I could wifli my felt bred up in Courts 
that I might get your Ait of Flattery, and pay 
you in your own Coin. Really you do it with 
fb good a Grace, that had I not a thoufand 
times read my own imperfections, I fhould run 
tbc risk of- growing very proud ; efpecially 
where you tell me St. Iv emomh Notions can 
add nothing to my Wit. I am malicious enough 
to wifh he knew the complement you make him, 
that he might return you thanks. Yon ad- 
vile me to confult Sl Evremom^s opinion upon 
the affairs of Love : you have chofen but an ill 
Patron to plead your Canfe, for by what 1 have 
read of him, I find he does not think Love fo 
noble a Palllon, particulirly where he tells you 
that every day he breaks a Chnin^ and every d>xy 
p§§is on a new om\ he calls it nothing but a Ba- 
gatellt:. A little farther he tells you, That 
Friendjlnp is the oply fwtetntfs he ever enjoy d with- 
OHt a mixture of Gall and that if Aian cmld 

refhft himfelf laJHtig Pajfions^ and only adnit fome 

C C 3 others^ 



396 LETTERS of 

Others^ he would live mthoitt Fear^ without MeUn-t 
choOy^ mthoHt hate^ without Jealoufie^ and Snffki^ 
ons ^ he would defire without ardour^ hope with- 
out inquietude' and be merry without* tranfports\ 
Theft good qualities only attend friendfhip, 
whereas Love is incumbred with all the con- 
traries. I fliall never be of your opinion , 
when you tell me the Torments of Love arc 
Pleafurcs. I have try*d the Experiment, and 
by the uncafic hours it coft me, I believe no 
fwcets of Love, tho raised to the greatcft 
height, can ever counterbalance the Torments 
which attend that unaccountable Paffion. There- 
fore if the Ladies would be of my opinion , 
and confult the various humours of Mankind , 
they would rather chufe to live all their lives 
deprived of the pleafores of gathering Rofes, 
than be fo often prickt with Thorns. I mult 
confefs your Explanations upon the fubjeft of 
Love, are foft and engaging : and asn perfuad- 
ed would have a mighty influence on any Heart 
not preingag'd, or prejudicM againft that Paf- 
lionj the latter is ray misfortune, and I now 
fay with Covrley^ 



That if my heart would to my brcafi return^ 
It never morejhould wander ont 
'Tho thoujand Beauties calPd it out. ^ 

A Lover burnt like me for ever dreads the 
Fire : Thefe are my fentiments , tho I muft 
acknowledge, you have Merit enoagh to eX' 
peft and hope all you could wi(h ; and if ever 
I break my refblution, perhaps it fliall be upon 

your 
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your account. You defire me to weigh your 

fentiments with Candor I'll do you this ju- 

itice, that you write the genteelefl Stile intthe 
worla, and did you fpeak upon any other fubn 
}^ but Love, llhould tkink you themoftrea-r 
Ibnable Man that ever writ. Adieu. If this 
finds you, I defire you to be in the Park this 
afternoon about five a clock, by RofdmomPs? ondj 
the long Walk. 



4' 
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I. E T T E R LXII. 

• ■ 

Mr. B—— - to Lucilia. 



CbarmingtucWhy 

I Never was us'd to break appointments with 
one I admire, and therefqre would be ae 
a great lofs to exctfe fo . criminal a negleft 9 
were I not intirely innocent I was opt- Of 
Town for three days to divert fome melaiichol- 
ly thoughts, and rcceiv'd your Letter no fooner 
tnan Friday about ten in the. night. See the 
crofnefs of my ftars ! Thus to condud: me into 
the Country for a Remedy, which I can only 
expeft from your Gonvcr^tion, or at leaft from 
your Letters / Both thefe are fo agreeable and 
endearing, that no divcrfion can make tolerable 
amends for the want of them. In your conver- 
fation we find all the Graces, which tho peculi- 
ar to your Sex, are feldom found together in 

Cc 4 one 
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One fingle Woman : I mean, a fprigbtly Wit , 
without a fatiguing volubility of Tongue \ a 
lafting good-humour, feafon*d with a little ma- 
lice ^ a Freedom which admits nothing that's ai- 
minai, and a Refenre which excludes aothiitt 
that is innocent -^ a natural and polite way of 
fpeakinq: -, and a charming Air which accompa- 
nies all V our Words and Aftions« As for your 
Letters they are the Pidnre of your Converb* 
tiOD, and confeqoently inimitable. I ccmld 
fay a great deal more, but all muft coire 
infinitely short of what you merit. The only 
Reafon that I can allow you to wish your felf a 
Courtier, is that you may learn how to ex- 
change Praifes and Civilities, for I find you are 
a meer Bubble in thefe bargains. Yon may meet 
with Sharpers- w.bo would gladly fnap at all 
your compliments, but for my own Part, 1 am 
toohoneft, and will take no advantage of a poor 
Cottager^ as you arc pleas'd to term your fclf. 
I therefore return all your jicknowledgmmi 
and Encomiums , becaufe you have a jofter 
.title to 'em than my felf. However 1 cannot bat 
i)e pleas'd with your commendations : not that 
1 believe what you fay of me, but becaufe they 
are great dcmonftrations of your Friendship, 
and that you muft needs have Ibme Efteem for 
me, fince you wrong your own judgment on 
my Account. St. Evremom is not fo ill a Pa- 
tron,' as you imagine, to defend my caufc : but 
you, like a fubtlc manager of a controverfic , 
quote only what's proper to fupport your own 
opinion , and pafs by the reft. St. Evremont 
may call Love a Trifie j but then 'tis fuch a Trifle 

as ever employed the grcateft Men in the Worlds 

(. ■ ■ ■ V. v,^.. . ■ 3nd 
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id has had more influence upon all the Revolu- 
3ns both of States, and private Fortunes than 
ly other motive whatfoever. As for St. Evre- 
m*% breaking every day a Chain, and every 
ly putting on another^it only shews him fickle, 
id not an Enemy to Love. His Arguments 
Favour of Friendship, I fuppofe, he fram'd 
hen he was paft the Enjoyments of Love \ for 
; fpeaks much more favourably of this latter 
jflioninthe firft volume of his Works, than 
I does in the third : and therefore the Mc- 
oirs of his Amours, and the pradice of his 
aive years, ought to weigh more, than the 
[axims of his contemplative Age. If ever I 
;ach thicefcore I promife to agree with him, 
id you, in giving the Preference to Friend- 
lip, but now permit me to love with jealoufic, 
efirc with ardour; hope with inquietude j and 
njoy with tranfport. Pray let me hear where I 
m be fo happy as to fee you to day or. to 
lorrow in the Afternoon. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXIIL 
Lucilia to Mr.B— . 

ISoppofe by this time Mr. -B —— concludes 
li . che :noIt unaccountable Woman Imng : 
The- ^^ arc indeed appearances againft me which 
migiiC call my good Breeding in queftion, did I 
not endeavour to clear my felf Your Let- 
ters came not to nraV hands till Thnrfiay night , 
tho dated on Ahnday'y and then I had really fo 
much bulinefs, juft going out of Towu, thtfl 
had not time to anfwer them, but I de(ir^d my 
Friend to let you know that I would call upon 
you the next Saturday ■— I kept ray word but 
was a fecond time difappointed. I am now con- 
vinced there is fomething more than ch^nc^ 
which governs us, and that the acquaintance 
we make is not fo much the effed of our own 
inclination as the Capricioufnefs of our ftars, 
which rule us as they pleafe, without our approba- 
tion : were it not as I fay, I am perfwaded wc 
had not met with fo many difappointments. Bot 
now thofe ooportunities are paft, and I fee no 
probability of ever making any greater Friend- 
jfhip than by Letters, for 1 am now a hundred 
miles from you and London^ and know not when 
I fhall return. I have taken St. Evremont to be 
my agreeable Companion in my folitude : and 
when I read him I fliall think advantageoufly of 
you, for to fpeak my thoughts, I don't know any 

Man 
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^an comes fo near his charadcr as your felf , 
loth in your Sentiments and ingenious way of 
Nxxtmg'^ efpecially your way of Gallantry 
vhich lor your excufc Pll attribute to your cli- 
nate where all Men are thought ill bred that 
lon't profefs love to pur Sex : and if I am not 
miftaken your friend is forauch of that humour, 
that I fliould pity the Lady who (hould have 
the misfortune to like him. But for your own 
particular, I give you leave to like whom you 
pleafe •, love whom you pleafe 5 vifit whom you 
pleafe, becaufe *tis not in my power to return 
you any Paflion , but that or Friendfliip, apd ^ 
you told me in your laft Letter that you would 
never countenance it till threefcore ^ fo that I 
find,to my great regret,! muft: be totally banifh'd 
your memory, for Love is not mine to give. 
Thus we are like to be very eafie, that is to fay, 
live in the ftate of indifFerency, which is the on- 
ly way I know to be happy. You exped thanks, 
I fupppfe, for the charafter yon were pleas'd to 
give in your laft. No— on the contrary, I am 
very angry with you for playing fo much the 
Courtier •, and I know fo well how little thofc 
Encomiums belong to me, that if you don't re- 
pair your fault by being more fincere, I muft be 
eternally your Enemy j but if ycu can write 
truth without putting me to the blufh, I fhall 
be glad to hear from you at your vacant hours. 
All, that comes from Mr. B — will be very 
welcome and diverting, efpecially in a folitnde 
like mine. Send me fome news from the Ifljnd 

of Love, where your friend is imbark'd- — 

Adieu. 

LETr 
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poring upon Books. entertain your Paflion in tbe 
Fields i make the Woods your coi-fidents and 
•''nd Ice the Ecchoc rcpeatyour amorous com- 
plaints J joyn your fights to the cooing of loving 
Turtles, or the warbling murmurs of Philomel \ 
theninftcad of quilting a Petticoat^ carve the 
name of the happy Man you love in faired: and 
tailed; Tree of the Grove. This I advife you 
to do in y^iur own defence, for I cannot imagine 
how fo ^leat a Wit as yours is can fubfi/l a 
hundred n>i!es from London^ withoutbeing taken 
up by feme bufic Paflion. You do your feif 
an4 me a great piece of injudice to think I can 

forget you No — I will ever cherifli the 

memory of chofe happy minntes I have pad in 
your Converfation, and pcrufc your charming 
Letters at lealt once a day : And tho 1 fail in 
my endeavours of making you a Convert to 
Love, yet 1 ihall account my felf happy in having 
a fliare in your remembrance upon the bare fcorc 
of Friendfliip. I can give you no account of 
tlie Gentleman's Amour • he and I had lately a 
little falling out that keeps us dill upon the rc- 
ferve; all I can fay is, that the Lady and he are 
pretty well matched ^ and that they are like to 
be extream fond of one another. I fuppofe 
you little trouble your felf with State Affairs , 
and therefore I forbear telling you how the 
Hamburgh'Txtzl'i for compofing the Nofthem 
Differences is carried on ^ or what Meafures the 
Emperour, the Pope, and Duke of Sav(yy are 
like to take to oppofe the late Partition of Sfahi^ 
As for Town News, there's a flying Rep rt 
( which however no Body gives credit to ) that 
my Lord P was kill'd in HqlUvd by an 
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LETTER. LXIV. 
Mr. JB . to Lucilia. 

Dur Lucilia, 

I Do indeed conclude you the moll unaccoun- 
table Woman living : not from your negle- 
cting to anfwer my Letters, but rather from 
your being fo obftinate an Enemy to Love. This 
Paflion fo peculiarly becomes your Sex, that a- 
bundance of people queftion whether Women 
be capable of true Friendfliip. For my own 
part I am too great an Admirer of the Ladies 
than to pafs fo fevere a cenfure upon them \ for 
tho I mult own,that nature feems to have framed 
'em chiefly for Love, yet I will allow *cm a fliare 
in the moft re&n'd and exalted Friendfhips. I 
wonder you fhould account indifference the only 
way to be happy, when, in my opinion, 'tis that 
dull ftatethat renders life a tedious languiihment. 
Happinefs, at leaft on this fide Heaven, rather 
lies in Motion than Reft, fothat, like thofe who 
travel by Sea, what we ought to dread moft is 
a continued calm : into which you wiH fall of 
courfc, if you banifti paffions, efpecially that 
of Love. 'Tis Love that raifes the Soul, en- 
lightens the Mind, refines the Wit, in a word, 
that gives life to all our Faculties. Therefore^ 
be ruPd by me and chufe Love to be your agree- 
able companion in your Retirement. Inftead of 

poring 
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£;if fi/fc-Gentlcman , to whofc near Relation, 
they fay, he had promis'd Marriage ; the Duke 
of G beefier is taken very lick at Windfor^andPtO' 
pie are apprehenfivcthat 'twill be the ftnall Pox. 
The Play-houfes are (but up ; the Tradcfmcn 
ccafe to cheat, for want of Cuftomersj the 
Lawyers, and Vintners are curling the Long 
Vacation ^ and the Phyficians and Apothecaries 
this healthy year. Molt of the Politicians have 
diferted Tb;w's, and fome of our Wits, Wiffs-Cof- 
fee^houfe. This defcription muft needs give you a 
wretched Idea of the Town, yet I can affiire yon I 
would not exchange rr/or any part of the pleafint« 
eft Country in fwg/^^^where ray Charming and 
Ingenious Lncilia did not refide ; for we have 
ftill more variety both of Company and Diverfi- 
ons than can be had any where elle; and befides^ 
when we grow weary of London , we prefcntly 
take a trip either to Richmondy Epfom^ Timbriige 

or Windfor for a refrefliment. 1 am fenfible I 

grow tedious : but I haveow'd you a Letter thefe 
three Weeks, and fo you muft e'en take Intereft 
and|Priocipa| all at once. 1 have but too good an 
Excufe for my negleft, for I have been fick a-bcd 
of a Fever, which thro God's afliitance, and my 
good management is now intirely over. My late 
indifpofition has made me renounce all the vani* 
ties of this world, among the reft, Hypocrifie 
and Diflembling, and therefore you may fafely 
believe me when I profefs my felf to be, 

MADAM,- 

Your mcft sffe^hnate^ humbk 
Servant^ andfaHbfidJdmirer. 

B. 

1700. 
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LETTER LVI. 

Mr. B— /c? Mrs.E ufon fen^gher M^. 

Afgill'j Argument. 

Jr Am to blame for not fending jifgill\ Argu- 
L mcnt to you yefterday : but be not angry , 
nee 'tis mcer forgctfulnefs. Befi-es, 1 hope 
you're not in fuch great hafte to go to Heaven , 
as long as you make fo good a Figure here on 
Eartb'. I wifli you may have Faith enough to 
be tranflated into that place of Blifs, without 
paffing thro Death, for whatever change your 
Body may fufFer when it comes to rife again , 
Tm afFraid you'll have but an indifferent bar- 
gain on% Nature has already exerted her ut- 
moft skill in framing thofe Graces which we ad- 
mire in your Perfon, and 'tis almoft ikipoflible 
file ihould mend her hand. I am going this Even- 
ing to Richmond ; if you have any Commands, 
pray^ fend 'tm by the Bearer to your moft hum- 
ble and afTedionate Servant. 

S. 



LET 
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LETTER LXVII. 
Mr. B to Mrs./ M 



May 1699. 



ladies^ 



ALtho this Letter be direded to one fingle 
Pcrfon^ yet it is defign'd for two, fincc 
'tis not in my power to diftinguifh tlic Aunt 
from the Niece, nor the Niece from the Aunt : 
Not only your Names arc the very lame, bit 
your Perfedions likewife are fo equally eminent, 
that it would puzzle afar more difcerning Judge 
than I can pretend to be, to give the Prefe- 
rence to either - The night before you 

robbM St. Jamesh Farifli of its greateft Orna- 
ment, 1 mean the night before yoii left Londoa^ 
yon were pleas*d to command me to entertain 
you with the moft remarkable Occurrences both 
at the Court and in the Town : And if 1 bave 
hitherto been filent, I hope you win dd me the 
juftice to impute it rather to a great (carcity of 
News, than to a wilful negled. 

There have lately been fome great changes at 
Court .• To wit, th« Lords P and O — 

laying down their Commiffions, My Lord Pm- 
hrokt being made Lord Prefident of the Council; 

and 
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and the Lord 3r(fr/^>f firft Secretary of State. Asi 
to the firft, moft People afcribe it to the Polic/^ , 
of the Earl, who having fufficiently cnrich't 
himfelf, by the King's Favour, and being ap- 
preheniive of a ftorm j thought it convenient 
to retire in a calm j others affign it to a difguft 

from the growing Power of my Lord A- :- 

Let theoccafionbe what it will, this laft has got 
his place of Lord Privy. Pur fe j and as for that 
of Groom of the Stole, it is not yet difpos'd of^ 
no more than that of Lord Chamberlain. Be- 
fore the King went away he made Sir Da^id 
Collier Lord Portmore in the Kingdom of Scotland 
and Colonel Windfor^ Lord Windfor in Ireland. 

As for Matches, there's a great talk that my 

Lord R r is going to be married to my 

Lady J?- / G -y:^ my Lord R — - y 

tomy Lady 5— -j^ C - /, my Lord v^ — yio 

my Lady C e D - : — y and my Lord ^— /e 

to my Lady A — n C /. Tho fome will 

have it, that this laft Lady is to haveMr, C-n 

and others again, C — 5- , of whom you 

^rc going to hear a moft dreadful Story. 

On laft Sunday night Ur.C was walking 

in St James % Park with a certain Lady, and 
Captain ^— , of Windfor\ Regiment, paffing by 
with fome other Gentlemen, faid, fmoke Bean 
C vpith a BnHer-^ which Mr, C over- 
hearing, he prefently made up to thofe Gentle- 
men and askt which of them made fo free with 
his name f Mr. K — own'd 'twas he that had 
Ipoke the words: to whom C — reply d, that 
neither was he a Beau^ nor the Lady a Bnl^er ^ 
md with that gave the Captain a Blow, andf 
Irew his Sword.Mr. -RT -^ — did not think it ei- 

D d thct 
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ther pofGble or convenient to fight within the 
\^erge of the Court, and fo they prefently went 
behind Arlwiton-houk^ where afte^ a little Tikr 

ing,C recciv'd a great wound in the neck. 

Being carried home he fell into a violent Feaver 
and conVulfivefits^which at iirft made his Surge- 
ons defpair of his life ^ but having had two very 
good nights fmce^'tis hop'd he will recover:But if 
He Should not, he will however die with the ho- 
nour of convincing the world of this much 
doubted Truth, that a Beau can fight ^ as well as 
0^/eand Prm. 

Since the King left Kenfington the Town eropr 
tiesa-pace: in particular, their Royal High* 

ncfles went yefterday for Windfor. r-^ This 

hot weather renders the Playboufe very fblit^ 
ry, and the only Rendezvous for Compapy is 
St. Jantesh Park j Sommtrfit\ Gardens \ Fox' 
ha/ff or the River, and in either of thefe places 
we are generally entertain'd withMufick Q^cry 
night. 

About a month ago there was an Alarm of aa 
Invafion from France : if that ill grounded R9« 
port had prov'd true Mr. //— r and I wQuld 
certainly have turn'd Knight-Krrants in favour 
of the fair Hamf^ire Ladies. There has b^n 
a fquabble betwixt my Lord 1 -: — and Ws 
Lady : but that's now a fleep. — •« My Lord T-r 
buried his Wife laft -week, fo that he has got a 

fairer riddance Laft night I was among t^ 

Wits at Will's : One of them prefendqd me with 
a new Song^ fuppos'd to be written upon a cer- 
tain Lady of trne Quality, and dnbions Honoor ; 

This 
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This^ ladies, is all I could get at prefent to 
sntertaln yoo : I remain with mote iSncerity 
:han any News^writer ever could boaft of. 



TOHTS^ 4cc« 



The S O N a 

Venm in Fdct and A^Undj 
Why mnft not I tkut Baunty fiutre^ 

^ Tq» poftr on mU mankind ? 
That Smt wmth ftines fromifcMmfiy^ 

On Vrince and V^ntfs mad^ 
Whf mu^ it nam leave only me 

To Utfgnij^ inthe Shade t 

In vain yoneryyotiifinnomori^ 

InvmnyoH fray and faft^ 
Tofi^t t^ert ftrfwadt as till three/cote^ 

that SylTia eon he ehafi. 
When thnt affe£ledly yon cant^ 

ToJre fneh a yomg beginner^ 
To0?Amaikattifian amiward Saints 

That are a. $harmi^ Sinner* 
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LETTER LXVII. 
Mr. B — - to Mrs. E S. 

THis comes to make good thepromife I made 
of writing to you from Bnchj tho to tell 
you the truth I was never fo put to it in my life .* 
You are of fo refined a Tafte and ticklifli Re- 
fervednefs that I know not what expreffions to 
make afe of ; lor if I fhould fay that this Let- 
ter comes to falute you or kifs your fair hands, 
tien to one but you'll like it no better than if 
I oflbred to kiss them my felf ^ an attempt 
which you have often repulfed with Poker and 
Tongs, nay fometimes with Knives and Dag- 
gers. Well, but fuppofe I had now a mind to 
make defperate Love to you, I'd fain ^know how 
you could help your felf ? We Men have the 
Priviledge to write what we pleafe, and your 
Refentmenc can go no further than to condemn 
our Letters to the flames ^ that is,after you have 
read them three or four times over. To be 
feriouSftho I find in you all the Accomplifhments 
of Mind and Perfon that a nice Man can require 
iQ a Woman, yet at this prefent writing I chuie 
to beg a (hare in your afFeftion and remembrance 
rather upon the fcore of Friendlbip than of 

Love: 
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Love : And upon the fame fcore it is that I 
would freely facriSce all our Country Sports 
to enjoy the Bleffing of your ever-diverting 
Converfation, you have fo particular a way of 
indearing , that nothing can make fufficient 
atonement for ypur Abfence. I hope you and 
Mr. L ft ill jog on at the old rate^ and en- 
deavour to cheat one another .* I mean at Cards. 
My Service and Refpeds to Madam ^— I re- 
paio. Madam, 

Tours, &c. 
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LETTER LXVm. 

WHere Courtfhip is tedious, tis not to Love, 
but to loyter. I lik'd you at firft fight, 
Lov'd at iecond, and was undone at the third . 
You tell me you don't hate mt, tho you ought 
to do it,for making no better ufe of the oppor- 
tunities you gave me. For to be too civil to a 
fair Lady^is in plain Englifh to be too nide.Some 
Women often Quarrel with the Agent, at the 
fame time they approve of the Aaion .• but if 
you be a perfon that prefers words to deeds,and 
Sighs to Subftance^ it muft be a hvlt in your 
conftitution, and you muft addrefs your felf to 
ibme able Phyfitian ^ if one be not enough , 
have a confult, and in your .cafe, the younger 
they are, the better ; you need give no Fees nor 
be confin d to your Chamber above an hour in a 
day ; the prefcription will not be unpleafant, 
nor the operation dangerous. Infliort, Madam, 
yotfll be in a very defperate condition, unlcfs 
you barken to the good advice of 

ToMr hnmbk Servant, 
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LETTER LXIX. 

t 

Mddam to Mr. H ^g. 

HOw now, Gallant / nothing but Klfs and 
confent, nothing but When and Where ! 
Pray don't drive on fo furioufljT, if you do, up- 
on my wordybu'n fall. Pray be aflur'd I am 
not to be taken in lefs time than the Town of 
Troy. He that thinks it worth his time to gain 
me, mult grudge neither Time nor Pains, as to 
Expcnce Til cxcafe him that part. He mnfl: 
think on nothing but me all day, and dream of 
nothing but me all night. He muft always be 
out of humour when Pm abfent, and in humour 
l^hen I am prefeirt. He muft be attempting 
twenty times a day to Hang, Drown, Stab, or 
Poyfonhimfelf .' but he muflrt^cvcr do it in good 
earneft. Now, Sir, if a Man of your Wit will 
confent to be fo great a Fool as to do thus much 
for me, perhaps in time I may prove kind and 
take the opinion of fome Phyfician as you advife 
me to do. But Tm afraid the Dofi^ar you^H re- 
commend is a Man of two much pruftice, and by 
confequence tvill not have leifurc from his 
other bufinefs to give what attendance is due to 
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LETTER LXX. 

Captain AylofFe to Clpe. 

charming Cloe, 

IF you have not ibme Pity on the Wounds 
your Eyes have made, I (hall be more unhap- 
py, than the fo much difappointed Bride- 
groom. His Felicity is retarded but for a few 
days : and if you are not merciful, I am un- 
done for ever. Oh / how blindly are we hurri- 
ed on by the fatal influences of our Stars/ 
Whilft 1 thought to be a witncfs only of ano- 
thcrs Wedding, I loft my own Liberty. The 
intended Vidim, alas ! efcapes, and 1 am caught 
in the Bufli, and refer v'd for the Sacrifice. 

Well Let it be at your Feet, and I (haU 

quietly fubmit to the bloody Knife. Then , J 
cruel Beauty, I will give you a propf of my^ 
Faflion, and with the laft Accents of my dying 
Breath, aflure my ador'd, tho inhumane Cfoe, 
that nothing could exceed the violence of my 
Love, but the f^tal Glories of thofe Charms 
which gave it a Being. Have you nothing in 
ftore for a faithful Lover f And 4s def- 
pair the Portion of all thofe that adore .you ? 
Sure, fo Cncere a Flame as mine mine might ex- 
peft fome Return, even from a rigid Lucretia. 

Oh 



/ 
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Oh ! let not the Freedorn of this Declaration 
^ifpleafe you : for that Paflion can never merit 
ah Audience, which at all times is able to con- 
tain it felf within the Rules of Silence and 01^- 
cretion. ' Your Beauty forc'd me to Love you, 
and that raging Affedlion to tell you fo. Should 
you be fo cruel as to ref^nt this^ it would add 
but little to the Torments or my Dcfpair : 
And it is fome EaCe to my drooping fpirit, to 
have disburdened it felf of the killing fecret. 
The worft you can do is to hate me : but even 
that injuftice and ill ufage (hall not make me 
love you lefs ^ and if you indulgently returned 
my tender Paflion , I could not Love you more. 
The blind Boy makes no progrefs in my Heart ; 
at his very Birth he is Adult j and the Favours 
you can confer will not add to his u^rdor, or his 
:^ Fidelity. But not to foreftall my Fate, I will 
wait my Doom from her, who has the Poweir 
to make me the wretchedeft or the happielt Man 
aliv^. 
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LETTER LXXI. 

' The fame to the f Mine. 

Loroetf Chloe, 

PArdon ine^ if I think diflSnreDCly of the rea^ 
fons you alledge for disbelieving .my PatB- 
on. That I lovM bcfoit I faw yon 1 dorft denyj 
axKl that I love you ten thonfand tiroes idore 
than ever I did yet, is as great a Truth. Were 
k not a Craehy in Nature, if every Petfim 
ihould like the iame Ob)e&, or no Perfon itiore 
than one? The Vows I pay'd the amiable 
Dafhne were as Religious as what I offer here. 
New light has taught me a new Religion * and 
Pfofelites, Cloe^ are ever found the moft 
Zealous. May not a Per fan prove a good Chri- 
ftiahj becaufehe once worfhip'd the Sun t There 
can be no jivoftates in Love^ tho there may be 
in Faith. The feverity of moft Tyrants have 
coft them either their Thrones or their Lives j 
and the ambition of a generous Temper has 
frequently made a mighty Monarch of a Petty 
Prince : tho none ever grafp'd at uniyerfal Con- 
queft without the Confulion of Difappointment. 
If ever any Woman might reafonably attempt 
it, I think you may •• None having fo fair Pre- 
tenfions to all Men's Hearts, as the Diviner 

Che 
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Chloe. Your Icafl: Charms are thofe of your 
Eyes, and he muft be blind that preferves his 
Liberty againft 'cm. Since you have fofair a 
Oaim to univerfal Empire, let not Cruelty de- 
ftroy it. There are few Towns fp inconfidera- 
ble, but the Enemy would have been glad to 
havefubdu'd. ^Tis not one or two chief Officers, 
but the Multitude of Captives, how ignoble fa*- 
ever, that make the Pomp and Splendor of the 
pleafing Triumph. If the lovely Che will ac- 
cept of my iervices, I have all that my afpiring 
Soul can crave of indulgent Heaven* This ju- 
ftice I owe to my former Paffion, as ftill to ac- 
knowledge it was not an Error / For had I not 
feen your all-charming-felf, X had never revol- 
ted from her Authority \ But Beauty, alas ! has 
fuch Prerogatives^ that few can pretend to an 
CTcrlafting Pofleflion of a Heart. Time wears 
cut the juftice of their Title ; and a Fit of fick- 
nefi often cancels the Bond aflbon as deliver'd. 
Nothing but Kindnefi can long infure you a 
faithful Lover. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXXII. 

The fame to Daphne. 



WEll ! Daphne^ yoa arc the moft unaccoun- 
table Woman alive ; and your laft Let- 
ter has corivincM me of a Truth, I admir'd your 
Sex too well readily to believe , tho I had heard 
it from a h\indred hands. The earliefl: Sun found 
me at your Dear Shrine^ and 1 had frequently 
offer'd my Sacrifices before he had enlightn'd 
this part of Nature. But my Devotion was con- 
tinually rejf Aed, and your fcornful ufage has 
left it as yet undetermined, whether I was not 
more obfequious than ever yourfelf merited. 
You flighted my Vows, and now are difpleas'd 
that I make them elfewhere. 'Tis Inhumanity 
and Malice to the lalt degree, to refufe me a 
felicity, and yet not permit another to grant it. 
Why call you me perjured, and claim the Per- 
formance of thofe tender Promifes I often made 
at your feet ? I am free from any obligation,(ince 
you refufe to accept •em, and when you com- 
mand me never to fpeak any more to you of my 
PaiEon, how could I difobey you without a 

CrimCi 
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Crime, almoft as great as your dilclain f Why 
would you fee me now, and what piece of Cru- 
elty have you ftill unpradisM for me to fiiffer ? 
Has three Months interral furnifb'd your invent 
tion with new Torments,| and would you ra« 
ther condefcend to invite ybur abdicated Lo- 
ver, than not have it in your Power to cx- 
crcife your Rigour f Whilft my wger Paffion 
gave you daily frelh inftances of its violence 
and reality, you would not vouchfafe one line; 
but now I have thrown off the galling yoke ^ 
and broke the uneafie chain, vou can fill a whole 
Sheet, hardly leaving your lelf room to inform 
me it comes from Daphne. But yot^ihal] be 
obeyM : For I had rather fuffer ten tboufand 
times more , than that you (hould fufpe£t I did 
not once really love you. 
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LETTER LXXm. 

The fame to Madam--^-^^ 

WHy are you fo cntel to be difpieasi'd be- 
caufe I was not jeatous f Can I (hew 
my Love no otherways than by qDeftiomi^ 
your fidelity ? And can it be an argument cs 
affe6:ion in me to reproach yen witft pei^di- 
onfoefs ? Is it poffible for yon to change^ w 
remains there yet an aflurance of Love whidi 
' you have not had from we ? Muft every things 
be fickle that is Female, and becaufe yon are 
a Woman muft I believe you are falfe too? To 
what end were all thofe facred vows, but to 
prevent the torments of jealoufie, . and (upercede 
the poffibility of Treafon ? 'Tif not but the loft 
of your Love would be the moft fenfible affli- 
ftion . that the very malice of my Deftiny could * 
bring upon me : But your indearing promifes 
have infur'd to my mind a happy calm, and ei- 
ther your affedion muft be inviolable, or yon 
are the mofl: perjur'd Creature upon £artb. 
Why then fhould I interrupt the tranquility of 
my Life by fruitlefs fears, and anxious fulbici- 
ons? 'Tis an unaccountable Perverienels of 
your Mind to be pleas'd with injuries ; which 
amongft others are too outragious to hope for 
a Pardon from the moft indulgent Heart. Twas 
a new obligation you had to me, tboat I could 

believe 
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l)cUeve no temptation was fniScient^ to (hake its 
integrity, much left triumph oyer it 



^em 



. I > It ' I *^^F*|«^«^— "1^— » ■ >!■ lilVi^Ma^nVW^ 



LETTER I,XXIV. 

I 

The fame to the fame. •' 

Dtareft VarHng cfmy Heart ^ 

yOur obliging Letter has wroiigbt a ft^bltt 
aiteratioB m my finking {j;)irits ; and n« ' 
Cerdial that has as y«t been prefcrib'a was fci 
efftdual, as thole few lines you fent wfi. So 
tenderly yon exprefiM the concern yon feel 
for my indifpofition, that tho they were fo vs^ 
By new and indearing proofs of yoar firieiKl^ 
ftip, I had nmch rather have been witt^Qfljl 'eni^ 
than that my felicity fhould colt you on& nneafie 
*• moment. I mull: now m^d, lince yoa interelt 
your felf fo kindly in my diftemper : leall llofe 
more by hatatding your Tranquillity, than in 
facrificing my own Life. Dcarelt Creature^ 
one line more and I Ihall infallibly be well : 
Sijp,ce yon are (b much concerned in my ficknels, 
pray take fome care of my Cure. I will dif- 
chargemy Phyfician tomorrow, and cxpeft 
my Health from the more Medicinal Operations 
of your Letters. BiUets^deux are pleafing Bolufles, 
and if the Apothecary had no other Medica* 
ments, I would chufe to be always UL You 

ought 
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ought to do fomcthing to prefcrvc a Life ihati$ 
fo entirely devoted to your dear Service. Oh ! 
that I were as well fatisfied of the fincerity of 
your inclinations, as I have not left you room to 
to fufpeft mine. Your kind acceptance of my 
Love, helps to perfwade me that you value it. 
My Nurfe maunders at my Ctting up ib long 
to write. Strange malice ! thefe old folks ca- 
rj what they can't poflefs : every moment of 
my life I think loft^ if any thing fulpends ray 
thoughts from you. The Night is more charming 
than the day, for pleafing Dreams of you ren- 
der the obfcurity more amiable than the Sun- 
fliine. My old crofs Guardian who Scolds all 
the day, and lings Pfalms to her felf all Night 
Is gone down Stairs : But Oh / my Paper is 
writ through, and I can come at no more : Ye 
unkind Powers, what have I done to be eternal- 
ly fruftrated ! this opportunity will never come 
again, and I have but jufl room left to aflure 
my bear I am hers with more paffion than I can 
be poffibly in pain, her adoring faithful 
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LETTER LXXV. 

The pim^ to the fatne, 

'^iCTHat Ihould mean thefc continual jars ; 
V Y can there be no Love without frequent 
fallings out? Why fliould we create fo many 
Torments to our felves j when our malicious, 
Dcftinies do not permit us one happy moment 
which it lies in their power to hinder us of? 
Defier your journey till fbmc other time, and 
leave not your felf and me in the wretched anx- 
iety of a mifundcrttanding : ^ do not obftruft 
your own Tranqaillity and mine fo much, as to 
let qs be longer unreconcii'd. I Love yOuten 
thoufand times more than you do your feJf^ and 
jhali not furvive your departure if 1 iee you 
not before you go. What is the vainer cere* 
mony of a vifit to an old Relation when mighty 
Love is in the Ballance ? Can you prefer the 
fainter (hadoWs of Amity to the folid Blefl 
fings an inviolable AfFeSion ? Or an Mm of 
Sixty nine, to a faithful Lovtr of twenty three ? 
Why Ihould we thus fo induftrioufly plague our 
fdves by voluntary reparations, when alas / w^ 
Ixavc fo many terrible ones, which we can't 
avoid ? Oh ! ftay at home this Evening whilr 
your Sifters go a viliting ; then I (hall have the 

Ec tran? 
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tranfpbrting joys of a private and nninterrup* 

ted convcrfation. Let me fee you, tbo voa arc 

angry with me : Thofe lovely Eyes of yours, 

which firlt caught my heart the pleafing Pangs 

of anxious defires, can never be fo fevere, as 

that they fliould not make me happy in their 

iighc. But, why fbould 1 torment my felf thus 

by exaggerating your difpleafure /" I believe 

the feud is over ; and you have forgot even 

what was the cruel occafion of it. How alas! 

was it poflfible you (hould be angry with me fo 

long, and that you (hould bear an iU will two 

sdays fucceflively to oncf who lov'd you fo dearly? 

I read in your very looks this morning tbecon- 

fufion you were under for fo much cruelty^ and 

fo much in juftice , and you might as eafiiy have 

remark'd in mine a full aflurance of a pardon. 

But let us remember this no more, unlefi to 

"prevent it for .the future. Believe me I ws» 

wrfetched enough in having given you thekaft 

pretext of difpleafure ; yet am ignorant too 

what it was gave life to the offence. I would 

not for a thoufand worlds you (hould queftion 

my Love ; and would rat^her be facrific'd than 

give you occa(ioi\ to do it. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

The fume to Amaryllis. 

iovrfy Perfdcutor^ 

iET'Onr haughty rcorn, and my own hopelcft 
J^ condition never caused in me Tuch intolc-f 
rable Pains, as the news of your Sicknefs. My 
heart was more fenfibly touch d, _when your 
Coufin fhew'd me the fatal and unwelcome Let- 
tcr, than when your felf difdalnfully rejeftcd 
any firft Addrefles •, and gave me Aflbrances of 
nothing but an eternal Hatred. But my Paflion, 
alas ! depends not upon your ufage : for fince 
your Eyes gaye it Birth, your Tongue fhall ne- 
Tcr dcftroy it. That is not fo much Love as In- 
ttreft that Continues becaufe it is rewarded, t 
will (hew you that all the horrors of a defpond- 
ing Heart, the cruel Perfecutions ot a Tyrannl- 
ling Miftrefs, nay, even Time it felf, and au 
everlafting Abfence from you (hall never alter 
6r dimini(h my tender paffionate Fidelity. I 
daily offer up a thoufand aad^ thoufand Vows 
to irritated Heaven for your fpeedy Recovery. 
But, alas / Madam, there is no great Hopes , 
if thofe Powers above are as inexorable as you 
are here below ; Why (hould they pity you , 
who are cruel and inhumane to all Boankind ^ » 

£e 2 and 
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and cfpccially to thofc who Love you moft ? 
Your Ague is a pcrfcft Emblem of your owa 
Heart and mine j the one Fit , like your felf , 
all chilling Ice ^ the other, like me, all Flames 
and devouring Fire. Why ask you of the Gods 
that Merfcy which you will not grant/ Shcvr 
Kindnefs or Compaffion at leaft, to your ador- 
ing and faithful Slave, then, then you may er- 
peft it from indulgent Heaven. However, my 
deareft lovely Charmer, 1 wifli you well more 
than my own felf, and had much rather you 
were in Health, tho 1 were aflur'd of your ill- 
will, than that you (hould be fick, tho it (hould 
render you kind. Alas ! my Paffion will not 
permit me to wifh you otherwife than ex- 
treamly happy , however you treat me j I 
can bear all things patiently, but your Fain 
and Indifpofition. Heaven knows my bleeding 
Heart fufTers a thoufand times more than 

jimarylUs. \ 
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LETTER LXXVII. 
The fame to Corinna. 

• 

HOw little, alas / can we aflure our felves 
of thofe cafie momeBts we defire, and 
the inviolablenefs of our tender paflion might 
feem to deferve, fince it lies fo much in the 
power of fortune todilappoint us ! All things 
at firft flatterM our eager hopes j the day was 
ferene and calm, ""every Bu(h was adorn'd with 
frefh verdure, and every Flower breathM forth . 
oew perfumes. The warbling Nightingale 
fweetly complained of her inceftuous cruel Lo- 
verj and every painted Bird with emulous melo- 
dy wellcomM the long'd-for return of th^ gaudy 
Spring. The delightfiil fhade of the embracing 
Trees tacitly reproach'd our negleft of fo ad- 
vantageous a Solitude .* and fcarce were we fpn- 
iiblehow many favourable minutes wereel^aps'd^ 
when the intervention of Company prevented 
the reparation of fo corifiderablc a lofs, Both 
thjB diftance and the privacy of thofe fliady 
walks made me promifc my felf your conv.erfa- 
tion without any interruption. But the fame 
Dear defign that carri'd us there, brought the 
others likewife .• and whilft we expeftcd each 
other to retire, we fruftrated each other's felici- 
ty. Well ! if Love will not be more aufpicious 

E e 3 td 
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^o us,we win renonuce his Divinity.^ I have b(^ 
ever fince upon the Rack with difcontent for 
fo great a lofs : but thcfc refledions are vain^ 
and only incrcafe my opprcfling forrows ; we 
muft wait till fome fuch opportunity again puts 
it in our power to be happy. 



t E T T E R LXXVra. 

The fame to Corinna. 

Loruely Prijoncr^ 

Give me leave to call you fo now : not that 
the alteration of your name fhould fup- 
pofe you the leaft in rayPaflionj But becaufe your 
Mother was angry at your being out folate 
when we were lall together, and has confined 
you to the Walls of your own-houfe. LawreDs 
like you flourifh in the fhade: I faw you the o- 
ther day at your Clofet-window, and the diffi- 
culty I had of making you obfervc I did, and 
the ungrateful reflexions on your miferable 
confinement made me difcover a thouland 
Charms in you that I never faw before. What 
an unaccountable thifig is Love ! I can't come at 
you no»v, and theiefore think you fairer than 
when your Dear indulgence made me happy. 
I can't fee you but by-^a Miracle, and would 
die for an opportunity. ' Too fecure of the blifi 

wc 
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wc imprudently manag'd our unfufpe£tcd meet- 
ings. Oh ! could Love have been but in any 
degree reafonable, we had not yet been wretch- 
ed ? The loft of my darling felicity tftaches me 
its price : and had I been lefs happy I had been 
longer fo. Every dcfire of my Soul is towards 
my lovely Creature, and there is not a moment 
of my life I would not gladly pais at her Feet. 
But to get an opportunity is what I fear^im-. 
poffible, or at Icalt To often as I defirc. Thii 
commerce of Letters hs but aflender dj^et for 
real Lovers •• But 1 hope this wretch'd Letii will 
foon terminate in a happy Esfttr of Libert^ and 
Love. In the interim we muft wait with cou- 
rage fin the Storm blows over. The yotlng 
Gentlewoman that I usM to walk with ibme 
times is now at the point of Death : I hope 
fhe will not recover .- then I will fend you a 
Ticket for the Funeral .• you may eafily pretend 
foniie familiarity at the Dancing-School might 
occaCon the civility. 1 believe your Friends will 
not be againft your going . Let 'em not know 
ihe was my acquaintance, that they may the 
lefs fufped your meeting me there. 

Dearefi Adm. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

The fame to the fune. 

Vetr Corinnay 

HEavens forgive the impiety, the Lady i$ 
Dead, and lam extreamly glad of this 
nable opportunity ! ffciar'd more than once 
tier Vonth might mailer her diftemper, and fro- 
ftrate us in this dcGgn. See the powers of Love! 
The Tears of a whole Family are the price oi 
pur meeting, and they mufl lo(e an only Child, 
(hat we may be happy ! 3ut (Ince Deftiny con* 
ipires thus to make us amends for a tedious di- 
vorce, what matters it who mourns ? Let ns live 
for our felves, and let our Lov^j be our Guides, 
then we shall not mifsof more than .one favoura* 
Die mei^ting yet, 1 ordered the MeflTenger to 
leave word you should bear up the Poll, that 
they might the readier let you come.I will not fail 
of being at the Door,orin the Entry at Seven ex- 
aftly, and receive you as you come in. There 
we'fliallhave fome liberty ^ Sorrow and Mourn- 
ing will have overcaft every brow that muft be 
in the room with you. If you do not fail of 
coming we shall be happy , norwlthftanding 
your watchfuL Mothers circumlpeftion. I 
jhave a thoufand things to import to you : but 
shall wait till I fcp ygu, and at leifarc aflurc you 
how paffionately I am. 

Tours. 
LET- 
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LETTER LXXX. 

'pjt fame to Dorinda retwrnU tg Tow n. 

L'Ovely Idol of myviplent Paffion, hare you 
I got long (ince forgot the Faithful Strefbon^ 
and have not the reiterated Addrelles of a thou^ 
fand Lovers made yon reaieofiber nothing lefs 
than that you once receiv'd bis ardent vows ? 
Neither abfence, nor your lilence have at all di- 
I jniuish'd my Love. Thofe tender inclinations, 
your Beauty gave birth to, cannot expire but 
with my felf. Mufl: your anger then continup 
for ever, and I fufFcr for the voluntary crimes 
of others ? Mufl: all the heavy judgments ojf 
their violated friendship, be pour'd down bn 
me ? Your Coulin was perfidious^ and now I 
have but too jufl: grounds to apprehend that 
she fent me not, all your Letters, nor commu- 
nicated mine to you. What could tempt her 
to this abomiiiable treachery I can't imagine , 
onlefs PW/^»^fr jealous of my tranquillity thought 
on this expedient to interrupt it. Heavens ! 
what are we mortals ? the felicity of one i$ 
the Bane of a fcore •, every one envying what 
but one can enjoy, making their own happinefs 
to confilt in difturbing tnat of others. The 
Letter you raention'd I would gladly fee, but 

iince 
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fiace in ycmr anger you fo raflily burnt it , I 
knove not hov? to unravel the myftery j unlcfs 
it was only an ijnaginary thing that I writ oac 
morning in yo\ir CoiiSn^s Clofec, while be was 
talking with foo^e jperfons about matters of 
confequence, without any intent or any dire- 
Aons. I have inquir'4 of him and he prote* 
fted he had loft it, Soa|e <>f his Afters getting 
it from him, and he never thought qa it fince. 
Permit me^* Dear DwvUm^ onice more at your 
feet to renew thole (acred and inviolable vows 
I have fo often made of being yours, and yonn 
alone to the extreameft UMient of my breatk 



LET^ 



Love Mud GdUtiufty. 431 






LETTER LXXXI. 

Tbe fame to Dorinda, 

Firfidious Crcaure^ 

T Ittte did I cxpcft to meet my new Rival 
I J fo early at your feet.- fure you gave him 
noTmall incouragement laft night in the walks, 
that upon fb very flcnder acquaintance he (houla 
prefumc to vifit you. That you might l>e the 
freer together I left you fo fuddcnly ; as ua* 
willing to put a reilraint upon hisdifcourfe, and 
interrupt your joys. So much 1 wilh your hap- 
pine& that I could readily eftablifli it tho upon 
the ruins of my own •* and if it will propagate 
your intereft, you may divert him with the per- 
u(al of this Letter : i confent to any thing that 
may demonftrate my afFedion, or be ferviceable 
to you. Tell him I have not only lovM you an age, 
but that 1 Loye you to Idolatry, and will do ic 
for ever. I had rather contribute to my own 
deftruAion, by fuch a confeflion, than difavow 
(b dear a Paffion. 'Tis true, I am fomewhat 
jealous ; and your laft nights commerce di- 
ftrads me : my heart is on the Rack, and ten 
thoufind furies torment me, this moment I 
write to you •• Yet, by Heavens ! I Loye you 
dearer than I do my own felf, nay, more than- 

I hate 
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I hate my Riral. I can't endure your Sifter 
for propjfing the Walks, fince it gave thisoc- 
cafi n of niy perdiiion. But nothing can pot 
xne To much out of humour, as that I &ouid for- 
get how dear you are to me, notwithftanding 
the babaroufnefsof yourufage^ for I love you, 
yes; — I love you even in the at ms of this happy 
flival; I was pleasM ^p hear him commend 
you ; and tho l were fure to lofe your affeftion* 
by giving him fo favourable an ooportunity of 
entertaining you ; yet I had rather fufier aU 
that mifery, than hinder you of a Compliment 
which you merit^ or a Civility you flkfire : nay. 
Heaven's my witnefi', I wi(h my Rival Lord 
yoii as much as I do my felf, if that could ren- 
der my Dorindd morie happy than my fidelity 
and Paflion can do. But peradventure I in- 
terrupt your pleafures, by the prolixitv of tbh 
Letter. Adieu, I love you, cruel Porinda\ 
more than you wifh he did» 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

The fame to — — 

Is both Charity apd Juftice to take lome 
care of thofc whom ^ou have rendered 
unealie, T|iat you de(ign Qie all the Torments « 
I hourly fuffer I cannot polDbly determine; but 
I believe no Woman ever was fo indulgent to 
mankind , as to fubltrad from her own Charms^ 
meerly to prevent our undoing. As you are not 
by confequcnce altogether innocent of my 
wretchcdnefs, from your dear felf alone I ex- 
ped my cure : Beauty having this property^ 
that nothing but it felf can heal the fatal wounds 
it caufes. Let me fee you again in the fame 
place, as foon as your leifure will convenient- 
ly permit. Be not tyrannical , becaufe I am 
willing to obey; and make me not mifeiable 
becaufe I Love you to Idolatry. If you arc 
not quite as inhumane as you really are ami* 
able, I may not as yet repine at the lofs of my 
Heart... If you could imagine how tenderly I 
Love ; you would not fcruple the trying how 
faithful I could be. At leaft oblige me with a 
Line by the fame hand as gives you this from 
me, without the oflentation of a Gomp« 
liment. 

That 
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That I had a very great rcrpcd for yon, yori 
fliay eafily belie ve^ and that the violence of 
my aflfeftiori vras in fome manner equal bodi 
to your YootK and. yoor Beauty, I have left yod 
110 Room to doubt. Your own indulgence 
footh'd my tender inclination ; [and made mo 
mtter my felf with fome hopes, nay, your a- 
dions all along afterwards were fo obligiog 
that I had mjur'd yon to defpair^ Out laft 
being in the Park was not the only teftimony 
of your efteem, and that fome other place may 
fiidaenly prove as aufpicious io my ferTent 
defires, I e]tpe£t you will try to facilitate ^ 
fince in lies in your breaft alone to efitd it. 
Where I am to be found you know j and when 
an opportunity prefents it felf of gratifying 
your Lover 9 pray do no not nigled it. 
Adiea- 






LETTER LXXXIIL 
The fame f^— -* 

Jr Wonder you (bould be furprii?^ at my 
[^ change, or that yon fliould expeft me con* 
ant longer than you were unkind. Courtfhip 
mull ceafe when the point is gain'd : for as it is 
cruelty in a General, fo it is fupierrflnoas in a 
Lover to continue the Batteries when the Town 
Is woa Love is not kindled when we pleafe, 

nor 
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nor on the other hand can weprevent its ex- 
tinguifhing \ it is equally impomble to refill tbe 
fatal ftroke of Cnftd:^ Dart, and to retain the 
flying Divinity. Wherefore it was not juft ia 
yon to uphratd me with inconftancy, fince it 
is more m iraculous 1 did not leave you iooncr^ 
than that I do it now. I lovM yon ten days 
fucccffively, whith was never done before, I bc«- 
lieve^ and and if any one fwore he did itiorgjnr, 
I would not credit him. What you Ladies catt 
Levity is the Prerogative of Reafon : for if yoa 
would have us faithful to you, you muft get 
more folid Enjoyments to retain our Afiedions. 
'Tisnot, alas! the Capricioufncfs of our TecQ- 
pers, but the Emptinefs of thofe Delights we 
reap from you, that makes us loath 'em fo fboiu 
I really lov'd you, before I conversed with yoB, 
and propos'd a felicity in your Acquaintance^^ 
which I could never acquire ^ and fince Experi- 
ence has convinc'd me, that the joys of all your 
fofteft Embraces cannot anfwer my Expedation, 
I mufl: feek out from another what I vainly 
look'd for in you. I do not fay but thtt pn 
merit much, yet I wiQi'd for fraaewhat wmt. 
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